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Zone # Zone Name Total Daily 
Quota 

Reservable 
Quota 

1 Rockbound Lake 25 18 

2 General Creek 10 7 

3 Genevieve 20 14 

4 Grouse Lakes 2 2 

5 Brown Mountain 8 6 

6 Rubicon Reservoir 23 14 

7 Stony Ridge 20 14 

8 Tells 11 8 

9 Highland 8 6 

10 Lelands 19 13 

11 Camper Flat 20 14 

12 Phipps 4 2 

13 Lakes #3 and #5 8 6 

14 Schmidell 10 7 

15 Dick’s Peak 4 2 

16 Middle Velma 20 14 

17 Lower Velmas 40 28 

18 Eagle 6 4 

19 Lawrence 8 6 

20 Red Peak 6 4 

21 Lois 8 6 

22 China Flat 12 8 

23 Dick’s 16 11 

24 Kalmia 6 4 

25 Maud 12 8 

26 Rockbound Pass 6 4 

27 Mt. Price 12 8 

28 Half Moon 5 3 

29 Gilmore 18 13 

30 Cathedral 4 2 

31 Tyler 8 6 

32 Twin 20 14 

33 Aloha 36 25 

34 Susie 8 6 

35 Grass 8 6 

36 Hemlock 12 8 

37 Smith 5 3 

38 Waca 5 3 

39 American 10 7 

40 Lake of the Woods 20 14 

41 Tamarack 20 14 

42 Triangle 2 2 

43 Lyons 15 10 

44 Avalanche 20 14 

45 Ralston 4 2 

Apply for Entry by selecting the zone of your 
first night’s destination.  

 

Trip Planning Tips 

Plan your trip based on the person in your group 
that has the least skills, physical conditioning, or 
endurance. 

A physically fit hiker can generally hike a mile on an 
easy/moderate trail in 30 minutes. Double that for 
children and the less fit members of your group.  

If you are hiking in late in the day or have children 
or slow hikers in your group, choose one of the 
edge zones for your first nights stay. You will not 
make it to an interior zone before dark, if at all. 
Your permit is only legal for the permitted zone. 

Although maximum group size is 12 for Desolation 
Wilderness, many zones have smaller quotas. Plan 
your trip accordingly. 

A person can only be responsible for one permit. If 
you are making plans for several groups, the other 
permits will need to be in another person (s) name. 
Have that information ready when you call for a 
reservation.   

Remember, group size maximum is 12 so 
depending on the sizes of your groups, you most 
likely will not be able to meet and camp together. 

Expect and plan for snow in May and June. Stream 
flows will be high and swift during snow melt 
runoff from May through July. Plan your trip to 
avoid crossing streams if possible. 

The elevation in Desolation Wilderness ranges 
between 7,000 and 10,000 feet. Monitor yourself 
and members of your group for elevation sickness. 
Signs and symptoms include headache, nausea, and 
fatigue. Rest, eat, and drink water. If symptoms 
persist, retreat to lower elevations. 

Drink at least 2 – 4 quarts of water a day to avoid 
dehydration. 

Temperatures are cold at night. Bring warm 
clothes. 

Campsite selection — Mosquitoes are thickest 
along lake shores and wet areas. Choose a campsite 
away from the shoreline or other wet areas, 
preferably in an area with a little breeze. 


