Mogollon Rim Ranger
District (MRRD)

The Mogollon Rim is located on the
southern portion of the Coconino Na-
tional Forest and is accessed via state
Route 87, Lake Mary Road and other
forest roads. The colors are magnificent

with Maples, Aspens and Oaks! However,
there are somethings you should know
before you go:

¢+ The area can be busy with traffic and
there are blind curves and rough roads.
Please keep your vehicle speed down.
Reduced speed makes the road better for
everyone.

% Most of the roads listed here are
suitable for passenger cars, but there are
exceptions.

¢ Inclement weather can happen at
any time and road conditions can change
fast. Know the weather forecast before
you go.

% When hiking stay within your own
abilities. Use your experience and judge-
ment as all descriptions are subjective.
% Watch for wildlife. There are an
abundance of animals in the forest and
the colorful canyons, but getting too
close to a bear, mountain lion or other
large mammal may be dangerous. Stay
calm, quietly walk away and watch any
animal as you depart its area.
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There are many places
to view fall colors on the

MRRD.
Rim Road (FR 300)
Forest Road 300 runs along and on top
the Mogollon Rim and boasts incredible
fall colors and views along the route.
The Arizona National Scenic Trail, Fred
Haught and Houston Brothers trails are
accessble from the Rim Road.
Forest Road 147 (Quaking Aspen

Canyon)
This road runs north rom FR 300 and
connects to state Route 87. You will see
Aspen and there is opportunity for a
short hike to Potato Lake, a pretty setting

Forest Road 139 (Dick Hart Ridge)
Another beautiful option with scattered
Maples is Dick Hart Ridge with access to
the Cabin Loop Trail System view driving
the road. This road moves north from FR
300 to SR 87 by using FR 95. Trail ac-
cess includes the U-Bar and Barbershop
Trails. The southern end of the Houston
Brothers Trail is just west of the junction
between FRs 300 and 139.

Forest Road 321 (Dane Ridge)
Also accessing the Cabin Loop Trail Sys-
tem, U-Bar and Barbershop Trails. Colors
can also be viewed while driving the road.

Forest Road 137 (Buck Springs
Ridge)
This drive is spalshed with color and As-
pens are on display at various locations.
You can also access the Barbershop Trail
and the historic Buck Springs Cabin from
FR 137.
Hikes with fall Colors
Houston Brothers Trail
Length: 7.25 miles (one way)
Difficulty: Moderate to Strenuous
Use: Light
Hiking Time: 4 hrs, one-way
Barbershop Trail

Length: 5 miles (one way)
Difficulty: Strenuous
Use: Light
Hiking Time: 3 hrs, one way
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Fall colors bring hundreds of visitors
from around the world to see the trees
change their leaves into a rainbow of
colors.

By October each year, color changes

are usually in full splendor in the upper
elevations of the Coconino National
Forest.

Aspen trees, which dominate higher el-
evations, near Flagstaff reach their prime
in early October, but the views are still
beautiful throughout the season.

The maples on the Mogollon Rim Ranger
District are worth the visit, and the de-
ciduous trees in Oak Creek Canyon and
Sedona area later in October and well
into November are spectacular.

The information here will help guide you.
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lagstaff Ranger District
(FRD)
Of the three ranger districts in the forest,
Flagstaff has the most fall visitors.
Traffic to Lockett Meadow is man-
aged for safety with these rules:
++  Capacity is 100 vehicles and no
additional uphill traffic is permitted.
¢+ Forest Road 552 is narrow, rocky,
rough and not recommended for pas-
senger cars.
¢+ Trailers are highly discouraged.
«+ Uphill traffic has the right of way,
downhill traffic must yield and pull off
safely to the side of road.
% Be respectful, parking is tight.
% DO NOT park in the meadows.
If you decide to hike into the Quaking
Aspen stands from Lockett Meadow, it
is a 5 mile round trip on the Inner Basin

Trail into the heart of the ancient volcano.

The trail is a moderate to strenuous hike
and starts at an altitiude of about 8,000
feet and climbs to the Inner Basin at an
altitude of 10,400 feet.

ther drives for colorin‘ERD
Hart Prairie Road (Forest
Road 151)
Drive FR 151 north from-state Route 180
starting about two miles north of Snow
Bowl Road.
Forest Road 418 (between U.S.
Highway 89 and state Route 180)
Drive on the north side of the San Fran-
cisco Peaks and see great fall colors near
Bear Jaw Canyon. This rough road is rec-
ommended for higher profiled vehicles.
~Snowbowl Road (FR 516)
It's apaved road. Park just before getting
to the skiresort at the Humphrey’s Trail-
head and walk-across Hart Prairie.
Freidlein Prairie (FR 522)
Go east off of Snow. BowhRoad on-a very
rough road. ngh clearance vehlcles
recommended: \
Forest Road 794 .
A short out and back road ending at a
stunning Aspen stand.and views of the
peaks.

FRD hikes with fall colors

Weatherford Trail
Length: 8.7.miles one way
Elevation: 8,800 to 12,000 feet
Difficulty: Moderate to Strenuous

UserModerate

Hiking Time:5-hours

Abineau-Bearjaw. Loop Trail
Length: 7.0-mile loop —
Elevation: 8,500 to 10,350 ﬁ‘*
Difficulty: Strenuous

Use: Medium S =
Hlkmg Time: 4.5 hours (roundtﬁpL

S
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ed Rock Ranger District
R State Route 89A (Oak Creek Canyon)
A beautiful drive from Flagstaff starts at
the Pulliam Airport exit on Interstate 17,
then follow the southbound signs.on state
Route 89A through Oak Creek Canyen into
Sedona. This area may be crowded, so
have patience while driving this two lane
highway.
All along Oak Creek Canyon are golden
hues of cottonwood and sycamore trees
that dominate the fall display with an occa-
sional orange or-red flare from maple, wild
rose, and other shrubs. Parking is limited.
Oak Creek Vista
Limited free parking is available here to en-
joy the-walking path with an overlook-view
of the upper end of Oak Creek Canyon.
There is also a seasonal information booth
at the vista. :
Call of the Canyon (West F6rk)
Avery crowded location to park; often
filling up entirely in the first hour after
opening each day.Picnic area and a 3 mile
one-way trailinto the Red Rock Secret
Mountain Wilderness offers two ways to -
view fall color. Fee required.
Encinoso Picnic Area
Located in a historic apple orchard, this
location provides additional colorfrom’
the apple trees and an opportunity to hike
the steep North Wilson Mountain Trail for
| aview of the middle portion of Oak Creek
f Canyon. Fee required. :
Banjo Bill Picnic Area
Built in the 1930s, this site has limited
« parking for picnicking in the fall foliage
- with-creek access. Fee required.
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Grasshopper Point Picnic Area
Located at the lowest and widest end
of Oak Creek Canyon, this facility is
just a few miles north of Sedona. Fee
required.

Crescent Moon Picnic Area
Located on the southwestern edge of
Sedona, a very crowded location with
views of Cathedral Rock and the his-
toric waterwheel from the historic ranch.
This site offers dramatic views of the
yellow foliage contrasting with the red
rocks. Fee required.

Woods Canyon (Munds Mountain

Wilderness)
Located directly behind the Red Rock
Ranger Station. The hike is a 5 mile
one way trail into the canyon along Dry
Beaver Creek. Intermittent water flow
is enough to sustain native cottonwood
and sycamore trees putting on a golden
display in autumn.
No fee/pass required.

Verde River
The yellow autumn ribbon appears mid
to late season along the Verde River
and is visible throughout the lower
Verde Valley in Cottonwood and Camp
Verde. No fee/pass required.

West Clear Creek Trail Wilderness
Fall color season arrives later for West
Clear Creek. Accessed with a high
clearance vehicle from Highway 260.
Turn north on FR 618 and drive 2 miles
to FR 215. Turn onto FR 215 and take
it to the trailhead at the end of the road
(3 miles). The trail is 5 miles one way
along the creek with several creek
crossings. No fee/pass required.

Wet Beaver Creek Wilderness
This creek flows down to a couple
public access points where fall color
can be seen late in the season. Ac-
cess this area from the north end of FR
618, turn south off Interstate 17 (exit
298) and drive about 3 miles and enjoy
the colors at Beaver Creek Picnic Area
(fee required), Bell Trail, and the Bell
Trail overflow parking at Bruce Brockett
Trailhead.



