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Tahoe National Forest Supervisor's Office
631 Coyote Street

Nevada City, CA 95959-2250
530-265-4531, TDD 530-478-6118
www.rs.fs.fed.us/tahoe

Yuba River Ranger District
15924 Hwy. 49, Camptonville, CA 95922
530-288-3231, TDD 530-288-3656

American River Ranger District
22830 Foresthill Road

Foresthill, CA 95631
530-367-2224, TDD 530-367-2226

Sierraville Ranger District

P.O. Box 95, 317 So. Lincoln St.
Sierraville, CA 96126
530-994-3401, TDD 530-994-3521

Truckee Ranger District

10811 Stockrest Springs Road
Truckee, CA 96161

530-587-3558, TDD 530-587-6907

Plumas National Forest,
Beckwourth Ranger District
P.O. Box 7, 23 Mohawk Rd.
Blairsden, CA 96103

Voice or TDD 530-836-2575
www.rs.fs.fed.us/plumas

Emergencies call

(®) Local Medical Facilities

Auburn

Sutter Auburn Faith Hospital

11815 Education Street, Auburn, CA
530-888-4500

Sierra Doctors Medical Group
275 Grass Valley Hwy, Auburn, CA
530-885-0344

Chico
Enloe Medical Center
1531 Esplanade, Chico CA 530-332-7300

Downieville

Western Sierra Medical Clinic

209 Nevada Street, Downieville CA
530-289-3298

Grass Valley

Sierra Nevada Memorial Hospital
155 Glasson Way, Grass Valley CA
530-274-6000

Loyalton

Eastern Plumas Healthcare
725 3rd Street, Loyalton CA
530-993-1231

Reno
Renown Medical Center
1155 Mill Street, Reno NV 775-982-4100

Truckee
Tahoe Forest Hospital
10121 Pine Ave., Truckee CA 530-587-6011

California Snowmobile
Registration

In California, state law requires that all
snowmobiles must be registered under the “Green
Sticker” over snow vehicle (OSV) registration
program, $50 for a two year sticker through
DMV. If you are not a resident of California and
your snowmobile is not registered in your home
state, you will need a nonresident OSV permit,
$30 per year, to operate your snowmobile in
California. The money collected through the
Green Sticker and Nonresident Permit program
is distributed throughout the state to maintain
and develop OSV trails and facilities. Fines for
riding an unregistered vehicle can get expensive.
By registering your OSV, you are helping to buy
or maintain a place to ride.

California honors out of state registration for
off-highway vehicles, but vehicles brought in
from states that do not have registration programs
are required to obtain a nonresident OSV permit.

Nonresident permits are sold by local businesses
and can be obtained at these area locations:

Dupont Power Tool
123 Crescent St.
Quincy, CA 530-283-2136

Graeagle Chevron
7400 Hwy 89, Graeagle, CA 530-836-2309

Michael's Cycle Works
2680 So. Carson Street
Carson City, NV 775-883-6111

Michael's Reno Power Sports
10828 South Virginia Street, Reno, NV
(775) 825-8680

Motorcycle Performance Center
100 Louis Lane
Roseville, CA 916-722-2300

Mountain Hardware and Sports
11320 Donner Pass Road
Truckee, CA 530-587-4844

Thin Air Motorsports
10689 East River St.
Truckee, CA 530-582-8081

Noise Annoys

Use only a well maintained stock muffler on
your snowmobile because noise annoys others.
Problems with excessive noise levels occur when
irresponsible snowmobilers modify the exhaust
system or substitute the factory system with an
after-market racing exhaust. This is illegal
CVC 38365(a) and Title 36 CFR 261.15(d).
Remember, less sound = more ground.

Welcome

This guide is designed to help the winter
recreationist safely enjoy the Tahoe National Forest
without unnecessary damage to the soil, water,
and other resources.

For your safety and the safety of others, carry a
shovel and tire chains. Never park in the roadway.
Vehicles parked overnight need to be staked at all
4 corners with 1x2 inch by 8-foot poles to prevent
accidental damage by snow removal equipment.
Lock your vehicle and do not leave items of value
in sight. Winter recreation activities may be
hazardous. Your common sense, skill level, use
of proper clothing, respect for the terrain and
weather will combine to affect your safety.

Over-snow recreational vehicle use is one of the
many uses of National Forest lands. To protect
future opportunities for access, please TREAD
LIGHTLY on the land and be respectful of the
rights of skiers, snowshoers, campers and private
land owners.

Sharing Routes

In some areas of the Forest those travelling by
skis, snowshoes, and snowmobiles must share the
same routes and areas. The following suggestions
will provide safe routes for everyone:

* Operate snowmobiles at a speed that allows
you to stop within 1/2 your sight distance and
at minimum speed near skiers, snowshoers,
dogs, or wildlife. Maintain minimum speed
until you are well beyond those on foot.

* Skiers and snowshoers should realize that
snowmobile operators are generally not able to
hear approaching trail users. Use courtesy and
respect so that all trail users can safely enjoy
their winter travel.

* All groomed travel routes are closed to
wheeled vehicles.

o

TREAD LIGHTLY!

ON PUBLIC AND PRIVATE LAND

Winter Code of Ethics

1. I'will be a good sportsperson. I recognize
that people judge all winter recreationists by
individual actions. I will not trample other
users trails and will give assistance to those
in distress.

2. I will plan my outing according to my
ability, endurance, equipment, and will check
current weather reports. I will tell someone
where I am going and when I expect to
return.

3. I'will keep to the right when meeting
another winter recreationist. I will yield the
right-of-way to traffic moving downhill.

4. I will slow down and use caution when
approaching or passing.

5. When stopping, I will not block the trail.

6. I will learn to recognize trail signs, blazes
and maps. I will respect and obey designated
trails, closed areas and private property.

7. I will park considerately, taking no more
space than needed, without blocking other
vehicles and without impeding access to
trails. I will carpool where possible to
conserve parking spaces.

8. I will not damage living trees, shrubs, stream
banks or other natural features.

9. I 'will pack my litter and waste home.
10. I will not harass wildlife.

11. I will pick up after and control my pets.

Weather changes rapidly in the Sierra Nevada.

E3E) SNO-PARKs

A Place to Park in the Snow Country

In order to park in a SNO-PARK area, a vehicle
must have a California Department of Parks &
Recreation SNO-PARK permit displayed on the
dashboard. A day permit ($5) is good at any SNO-
PARK on the date for which it is issued. A season
permit ($25) can be used at any SNO-PARK during
the entire winter season. Any vehicle not displaying
a valid permit is subject to a citation.

Oregon and California have a reciprocal agreement
allowing permits from one state to be used at a
SNO-PARK in the other state.

Permits are sold at a wide variety of sporting goods
stores throughout California, at various businesses
located near the SNO-PARKS, and at selected units
of the State Park System.

The SNO-PARK season officially lasts from
November 1 to May 30 each winter, with some
date adjustments based on snow conditions.

SNO-PARK parking is first come, first serve.
SNO-PARK Locations

* Yuba Gap: Hwy 1-80, Yuba Gap exit. SNO-
PARK permits available at Snowflower
General Store, 530-389-8241. No buses or
overnight parking. Capacity 200 cars.

* Donner Summit: Hwy 1-80, Castle Peak exit
SNO-PARK permits available at Boreal Inn,
cash only 530-426-1012. Capacity 100 cars.

* Yuba Pass: South side of Hwy 49 at Yuba Pass.
SNO-PARK permits available at Bassett's
Station, 530-862-1297, Sierraville Service
Country Store, 530-994-3387. Cap. 30 cars.

SNO-PARK Permit Sales Outlets

Bassett's Station
Highway 49 at 100 Gold Lake Highway.
Sierra City, CA 530-862-1297

Boreal Inn
19455 Boreal Ridge Road
Soda Springs, CA 530-426-1012

Mountain Hardware and Sports
11320 Donner Pass Road
Truckee, CA 530-587-4844

Sierraville Service and Country Store
126 South Lincoln Street
Sierraville, CA 530-994-3387

Snowflower General Store
41776 Yuba Gap Drive
Emigrant Gap, CA 530-389-8241

Truckee Ranger Station
10811 Stockrest Springs Rd, Truckee, CA 96161
530-587-3558, TDD 530-587-6907

Wolf Creek Wilderness
595 E Main St. Grass Valley CA 530-477-2722

These are the local sales outlets. For a complete
state list contact:

SNO-PARK hotline at 916-324-1222

or visit the website at: www.ohv.parks.ca.gov/
or write to: SNO-PARK Program

1725 23rd Street suite 200, Sacramento, CA
95816-7100

Courtesy of Michael Shea

Snow Play

The Forest is open for snow play but parking can
be hard to find. SNO-PARK parking is one
alternative. If you find a turnout make sure your
car is parked completely out of the roadway.

The following areas are popular for snow play.
Along Hwy 49

Bassett’s Station, Hwy 49 & Gold Lake Hwy.
Yuba Pass on Hwy 49

Along Hwy 20

various turnouts along Hwy 20

Along I-80

Blue Canyon exit

Cisco Grove exit, Cisco Grove Campground,
tubing and snow play, 530-426-3121
www.tubesrus.net

Kingvale exit, Kingvale Tubing, 530-426-1941
www.kingvaletubing.com

Soda Springs exit, Soda Springs Ski Area, $20 fee
includes a tube, majic carpet, and parking.
530-426-1010 www.skisodasprings.com

Courtesy of Kit Wiegman

Storms

A pleasant outing can turn into a miserable ordeal
if a winter storm catches you unprepared. Storms
can develop in less than thirty minutes. You may
be faced with a life threatening situation.

Recent snow may obscure trail markers. Be
prepared to backtrack if you lose the trail.

Always check weather forecasts before starting.

The National Weather Service forecast is at
www.wrh.noaa.gov.

Avoid Avalanche Hazards

For the current avalanche warning, call
530-587-2158 or on the internet
www.fs.fed.us/rs/tahoe/avalanche. The avalanche
information is updated as needed.

Large or small, avalanches are deadly! Terrain,
weather, and your decisions are important factors
to consider to avoid getting caught in an avalanche.
Avalanche forecasts apply outside developed ski
areas.

Terrain

* Avalanches are most common on slopes of 30
to 45 degrees (60 to 100 percent).

* Smooth slopes without tree cover are more
dangerous.

* Generally, avalanches occur in the same areas
year after year. Watch for avalanche paths
(steep open gullies and slopes, pushed-over
small trees, trees with limbs broken off).

* South-facing slopes are dangerous in the spring
and on warm sunny days.

Weather
Check Internet www.wrh.noaa.gov/

* 80 percent of all avalanches occur during,
and shortly after, storms.

* Snow falling at a rate of 1 inch per hour or
more increases avalanche danger. Be alert to
dangerous conditions with six inches or more
of new snow.

* Storms starting with low temperatures and dry
snow, followed by rising temperatures, are
more likely to cause avalanches (the dry snow
creates a poor bond and cannot support the
weight of the heavy, wet snow on top).

* Sustained winds of 15 miles per hour or more
increases the danger of an avalanche on the
leeward slope from heavy accumulations of
SNOW.

You
* It is OK to cancel your trip; sometimes the best
decision is to NOT go!

* Look for signs of recent avalanche activity and
old slide paths.

* Listen for “whoomp” and cracking sounds of
slabs moving.

¢ Be aware of the terrain and snow conditions.
¢ Choose safe routes:

- The safest routes are on the ridgetops and
slightly on the windward side, away from
cornices.

- The next safest route is out in the valley,
far from the bottom of slopes.

- Take advantage of dense timber or rocky
outcrops as islands of safety.

- Spend as little time as possible on open
slopes.

* Make sure you and your group are carrying
beacons, probes and shovels.
If you get caught in an avalanche:

* Discard all equipment.

* Try to stay on top with swimming motions and
work your way to the side of the avalanche.

* Before coming to a stop, get your hands in
front of you and try to make a air space in the
SnOw.

If you are the survivor:

* Mark the place you last saw the victims.

* Search for the victims directly below the last
seen point, scuff or probe the snow if you can’t
see them.

* Do not desert the victims and go for help,
unless help is only a few minutes away (after
30 minutes the victim has only a 50% chance
of survival).

If there is more than one survivor:

* Send one for help while the remaining search
for the victims.

Steepholiow
Cross Country Ski Area
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Hypothermia

As many as 85 percent of outdoor recreation
fatalities are caused by hypothermia. Hypothermia
is a rapid progressive physical and mental collapse
due to chilling of the body's core. Caused by
prolonged exposure to cold, hypothermia is greatly
intensified by wetness, wind, exhaustion, and
hunger.

Symptoms
Watch for early signs in your companions! Victims

are usually not aware of their hypothermia.

Body

Temp. Symptoms

98.6 e Normal
 Stuttering

e Uncontrolled shivering and
unreasonable behavior

¢ Reduced mental awareness;
incoherent speech

¢ Reduced muscle coordination;
slurred speech; stiff, fumbling
fingers; stumbling walk

e Shivering may stop
81.0 e Stupor

¢ Deathlike coma
* e Death

To Treat Hypothermia
e Actively, but gently rewarm the victim
e Get victim out of wind, rain and snow

* Move to a campfire or inside a dry sleeping
bag, skin to skin with a healthy person

¢ Give victim hot drinks (no caffeine or alcohol)
To Prevent Hypothermia

* Avoid skiing or snowmobiling alone

e Regulate your body temperature - avoid
sweating

* Dress properly, utilize the principle of layered
clothing

e Carry extra food and additional clothing (wool
or fleece 1is best) for emergencies

* Avoid exposure to rain and wind
* Avoid fatigue by periodic rest
e Prevent dehydration - consume enough liquids

* Be aware of the symptoms and watch for them
in yourself and others

Dressing For Warmth

Keeping warm in the backcountry during winter
is not only important for your comfort, but is
essential to avoiding life-threatening hypothermia.
When dressing for winter backcountry activities
use the layer concept. A single garment can’t
suffice for all levels of activity and temperatures.
Use a number of individual clothing layers that
can be removed or added to keep your body from
overheating or chilling. The layer concept uses a
light wicking layer next to the skin to get rid of
moisture, insulating layers and an outer wind/water
seal layer (see the figure below).

Clothing Layers

Loose wear light
wicking layer

Fleece layer
(pants & shirt)

Jacket/sweater
layer

Wind and
waterproof
layer

If you are going to be active outdoors, avoid cotton
clothing. Once the cotton is wet it provides no
insulating value. As mentioned above, it is wise
to bring extra warm clothing like a wool sweater
and wool socks in case you need to warm up.
Another important thing to remember is to have
a good warm hat. We can rapidly lose body heat
from our head and a warm hat will prevent this
problem.

On the Trail

Keep warm and dry. Know your ability and stay
within your limits. Don't venture too far from your
group. Follow your map and take notice of
prominent landmarks. Turn back before you get
too tired. Avoid skiing or snowmobiling alone.

Wl U BN
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Courtesy of Cargo

Walking the dog, bag in hand.

Dogs On the Trail

Be considerate of others using trails and clean up
after your pet. All dogs should have a current
license and identification in case they are separated
from their owner. For the sake of wildlife and
fellow recreationists, maintain control of, and be
prepared to leash your dog. Dogs noses can get
sun burned with the sun reflecting off the snow.
They can also get frostbite or become dehydrated.
Know your dogs limits as well as your own.

County animal control laws are in effect in the
Tahoe National Forest.

Before You Leave Home

(A Check your equipment.

(A Notify a friend or relative of your route and
expected time of return. Be sure to check
with that person when you return.

A Plan your route carefully to avoid avalanche-
prone areas. Avoid steep terrain on open
slopes and in narrow canyons.

[d Check weather and avalanche forecasts.

(A Check road conditions (in California call
1- 800-427-7623). Carry tire chains (trailers
with brakes will need chains).

Things You Might Need

Pocket knife

Matches (in a waterproof container)

Metal cup (to melt snow)

Map of the area (know how to read it)
Global Positioning System Receiver (GPS)
Compass (know how to use it)

Extra clothing (including rain gear)

First aid kit

High energy food

6' X 8' plastic tarp (space blanket), and 100
feet of nylon cord

o dooLdodo

Sunglasses, sunblock and chapstick
Water

Duct tape

Avalanche beacon

Cell phone with extra battery

I T Iy Iy Ny I

Probe pole set
Shovel

L

If Skiing:
A4 Binding repair kit and extra ski tip

If Snowmobiling:

A Repair tools

(1 Extra drive and clutch belts

(A Spark plugs

‘A Plenty of fuel

(1 Skis or snowshoes (in case of breakdown)

If Snow Camping:

(A Snowshoes or cross country skis, with repair
kits

Gas stove and extra fuel, extra matches or
lighter

L

Sleeping bags rated at 0 degrees or less
Four season tent
Wool cap

I R Wy

Toilet paper, little bags
(d Portable weather radio

Snow Camping

Snow camping opens up a whole new world for
many people. Areas that are very familiar in
summer are totally different environments in winter.
Snow camping doesn’t mean freezing out in the
woods. By bringing the right clothing and
equipment, you can be very comfortable. Here
are some general guidelines:

* Plan to stay dry. Wet clothes and feet can
lead to hypothermia. Bring more socks than
you think you need, and several changes of
clothes. Wear wool or synthetic fabrics
designed for cold weather use. Cotton fabrics
become damp and contribute to hypothermia.
It’s easier to stay dry in colder conditions,
since snow and ice won’t melt as easily.

» [Eating snow does not quench thirst. Plan on
melting snow with a stove for drinking water
if you don’t have access to a running stream.

e Stay warm by wearing a hat. The head is a
major source of heat loss for humans.
Snowcaves and igloos can provide a much
better insulating environment than a tent, and
be quite comfortable. Portable snow shovels
allow you to move a lot of snow quickly.

* Please pick up all litter. Covering your trash
with snow just exposes your disrespect to
others in the spring.

e Camp at least 100 yards away from plowed
roads to avoid the discharge from snowplows
and blowers. Do not park vehicles in areas
that may be plowed.

* Most places look different in winter than
summer. It’s easy to get lost, so pay particular
attention to landmarks, and bring a map with
you. Having the right equipment, and being
in good shape will make your trip enjoyable.

Groomed Snowmobile Trails

Not all the trails shown on this map are groomed.
All of the “marked X/C ski routes” and some of
the “marked snowmobile routes” are not groomed.
Visitors, especially novice snowmobile riders,
need to be aware that snowmobile routes that are
regularly groomed sometimes exhibit ungroomed
characteristics. This may occur:

* Just after a snowstorm if the groomer has not
yet reached the trail you planned to ride.

* During a heavy snowstorm. In the Sierra,
snow depths of two or more feet can
accumulate in just a few hours and bury a
freshly groomed trail. Be sure to check
weather forecasts before venturing out.

* Funds for grooming trails may have been
exhausted, especially in late winter.

If you would like current grooming condition
information, call the Ranger District Office for
the area you plan to ride.

Courtesy of Keith Brown

Backcountry Use and
Inherent Risks

The Forest Service encourages a broad range of
recreation activities. Based on what our users
have told us over the past 20 years, it is important
to keep the backcountry open.

Backcountry winter recreation is similar to other
high risk outdoor activities, like mountaineering
and white water kayaking, in that the participants
must match their skill level to the prevailing
conditions. Going into the backcountry involves
inherent risks. Risks can be minimized when
individuals take personal responsibility to educate,
prepare and equip themselves to deal effectively
with backcountry conditions at any time.

@"3 Here are a few facts about trains and
¢ )/ tracks that may save your life:

Although you might not see or hear a train, one
can be very close. Snow and other weather
conditions block normal train sounds such as
whistles, horns, and equipment movement. If there
are no legal designated crossings in the area, the
engineer has no reason to sound the whistle. If he
blows his whistle because someone or something
is on the tracks, it is too late to stop.

Trains take over a mile to stop once the emergency
brakes are applied. In clear, sunny weather, on-
board crewmembers can only see approximately
1/4 mile down the track, visibility will be even
worse if it is snowing.

Railroad snow removal equipment will throw snow
along side the track creating a bank of snow that
can reach up to 20 feet tall. Some of this equipment
reaches out eight feet from the center of the track.
If you are caught on the tracks, you will not be
able to climb or ski out of the way.

Please remember, tracks are for trains, not for your
use. Trespassing on the railroad right-of way is
illegal and possibly deadly. So, play smart and
stay away from the train tracks.

For more information on Operation Lifesaver in
your area, please visit the website www.OLl.org

Commercial X/C Ski Areas

Ski Resort Info

Royal Gorge, Soda Springs
530-426-3871
Groomed trails, rentals and lessons

Tahoe Cross Country, Tahoe City
530-583-5475
Groomed trails, rentals and lessons

Squaw Creek, Olympic Valley
530-583-6300
Groomed trails, rentals and lessons

Tahoe Donner
530-587-9484
Groomed trails, rentals and lessons

Northstar Cross Country Ski Area, Truckee
530-562-2218
Groomed trails, rentals and lessons

Commercial Snowshoe Areas
Snowshoe Resort Info

Shinneyboo Creek Snowshoe Resort, Cisco Grove
530-587-5160
Guided hikes and rentals

Snowmobile Qutfitter Guides

Eagle Ridge Snowmobile Outfitters
Little Truckee Summit
530-546-8667, Map location B-5

Coldstream Adventures
Cabin Creek and Coldstream
530-582-9090, Map location D-6

Lake Tahoe Snowmobiling
Brockway Summit, Hwy 267
530-546-4280, Map location D-7

Full Throttle
Martis Peak Road, Hwy 267
530-546-3111, Map location D-7

Gross Gountry Ski Areas
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Kyburz Flat

The flat lands of Kyburz Flat can be ideal for both
motorized and non-motorized uses. Much of the
flat land is also prime habitat for waterfowl nesting.
Use of snowmobiles is prohibited in the closure
area (shaded) from February 1 to July 15 of each
year. A marked cross country ski trail has been
established north of the closure area to guide skiers
away from the more sensitive nesting areas. Skiers
and snowshoers are also asked to stay on the trail
system during the closure

period and also asked to leave the dogs home
while traveling in this area.

Snowmobile users are asked to pass through this
area by staying on the County Road. As additional
parking is created at Little Truckee Summit,
snowmobile users are asked to refrain from parking
at the Road 450/ Hwy. 89 intersection.

Remember, all motor vehicle use is prohibited in
the closed area from February 1 to July 15.
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Castle Peak

Castle Valley

For the last 20 years, there has been concern for
mixing snowmobile and backcountry ski use in
the Castle and Round Valley areas north of
Interstate 80. The area is prized by both interest
groups because of its beauty, ready access, quality
of terrain and snow cover.

For over 20 years, the Forest Service has managed
this area by separating winter motorized and non-
motorized use a few hundred yards north of the
Interstate Highway. Skiers and snowshoers are
encouraged to travel directly to Castle Valley and
then Round Valley. Snowmobile users have been
asked to go farther west and remain west of
Andesite Ridge.

Courtesy of Kit Wiegman

After several years of working for a solution
between user group representatives, the separation
plan has been officially adopted. Portions of
Castle Valley and Round Valley are closed to winter
motorized use (except for Search and Rescue and
other administrative activities) and new areas are
open to over snow motorized travel (see map for
boundaries). A key link in this resolution has been
the purchase of most of the private property north
of I-80 and the acquisition of a right-of-way along
the south and west slope of Andesite Ridge.

Thanks to the cooperative efforts of the different
user groups in the development and support of this
plan the Castle Valley winter recreation area will
be enjoyed by all.

Back Country Ski Guides

Pacific Crest Snowcats
www.pacificcrestsnowcats.com
888-792-9222

Private Businesses

The listing of private businesses in this winter
guide is for reader information and does not imply
endorsement by the USDA Forest Service of any
product or service.

Practice Safe and Responsible
Snowmobiling

Safe Snowmobiling Means...
* Never consuming alcohol or drugs before
snowmobiling.

» Keep to the right at all times, especially in
turns.

* Operating at safe and reasonable speeds.

* Be aware of dogs on the trails. Reduce your
speed and use caution when passing.

e Using your lights at all times to improve
visibility.

 Staying on trails and areas where
snowmobiling is permitted.

* Avoiding travel on unfamiliar frozen bodies of
water.

* Using extra caution at night.

* Becoming familiar with the snowmobile that
you ride.

* Keeping your snowmobile properly
maintained.

* Always wearing a helmet and adequate
clothing.

* Becoming familiar with the terrain you will
travel on.

* Checking to the weather forecast before you
leave.

* Never riding alone, and letting someone know
where you are going and when you plan to
return.

» Carrying emergency supplies and learning
survival skills.

Cabin Creek
Cross Country Ski Area Py
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Motor Vehicle Closure Areas Motor Vehicle Closure Areas are created: to protect
wildlife habitat, to protect research areas, for public
safety, to provide a non-motorized recreation

experience, and to comply with existing wilderness

and wild river classification.

Motor Vehicle Closure Area - A geographic area,
including the trails and roads within it, which is
closed to motorized vehicles when snow is on the
ground. Snowmobiles, snowcats, quadrunners,
motorcycles, tractors, cars and trucks are motor The Closure and Restriction areas are open to all
vehicles. non-motorized winter recreation.

Order NO. 17-10-02
Winter Vehicle Restrictions
USDA Forest Service
Tahoe National Forest

Pursuant to 16 USC 551 and 36 CFR 261.50(a) and (b), and to protect natural resources and provide
for public safety, the following acts are prohibited within the Tahoe National Forest. This Order
is effective from February 17, 2010 through April 30, 2012. The prohibitions contained in this
Order apply only when there is snow on the ground. For purposes of this Order, a wheelchair is
not considered to be a vehicle.

1. Using or possessing an over-snow vehicle off National Forest System roads in the Alpine
Meadows, Deer Park, Squaw Valley, Boreal, Donner Ski Ranch, and Sugar Bowl ski areas
and in the North Yuba, Babbitt, Independence, Sagehen, Donner Summit, Truckee River,
Steephollow, Pole Creek, North Fork American River, Alpine Meadows, Oak Flat, and Placer
Big Trees motor vehicle closure areas, as shown on the attached map. 36 CFR 261.56.

2. Using a motor vehicle on National Forest System roads in the North Yuba, Babbitt,
Independence, Sagehen, Donner Summit, Truckee River, Steephollow, Pole Creek, North
Fork American River, Alpine Meadows, Oak Flat, and Placer Big Trees motor vehicle closure
areas, as shown on the attached map.

36 CFR 261.54(a).

3. Using a motor vehicle on National Forest System trails in the Alpine Meadows, Deer Park,
Squaw Valley, Boreal, Donner Ski Ranch, and Sugar Bowl ski areas, and in the North Yuba,
Babbitt, Independence, Sagehen, Donner Summit, Truckee River, Steephollow, Pole Creek,
North Fork American River, Alpine Meadows, Oak Flat, and Placer Big Trees motor vehicle
closure areas, as shown on the attached map.

36 CFR 261.55(b).

4. Using or possessing an over-snow vehicle off National Forest System roads in the Kyburz
Motor Vehicle Closure Area from February 17, 2010, through July 15, 2010, from February
1, 2011, through July 15, 2011, and from February 1, 2012, through April 30, 2012, as shown
on the attached map.
36 CFR 261.56.

5. Using any wheeled vehicle on a National Forest System road that is groomed for snowmobile
use, as shown on the attached map. 36 CFR 261.54(a).

6. Using any wheeled vehicle on a National Forest System trail that is groomed for snowmobile
use, as shown on the attached map. 36 CFR 261.55(b).

Pursuant to 36 CFR 261.50(e), the following persons are exempt from this Order:

1. Persons with a permit from the Forest Service specifically authorizing the otherwise prohibited
act or omission.

2. Any Federal, State, or local officer, or member of an organized rescue or fire fighting force
in the performance of an official duty.

These prohibitions are in addition to the general prohibitions contained in
36 CFR Part 261, Subpart A.

A violation of these prohibitions is punishable by a fine of not more than $5,000 for an individual
or $10,000 for an organization, or imprisonment for not more than 6 months, or both. 16 USC 551

and 18 USC 3559, 3571, and 3581.

Done at Nevada City, California, this 17th day of February, 2010.

M
TOM QUINN
Forest Supervisor

Shorttailed Weasel (ermine)

Wildlife

Winter offers you the chance to see animals that
are seldom observed in the summer. Because
food is scarce in the winter, many mammals are
forced to forage more often during the daytime.
It is much easier to see birds and mammals
against a backdrop of white snow. The secret
to seeing winter animals is to be quiet and keep
looking around you- in the tree branches, along
tree trunks, out across clearings, and pay attention
to tracks in the snow!

Marten, ermine, coyotes, bobcats, Douglas
squirrels, and snowshoe hare may be seen in
winter. The Tahoe has also had several sightings
of the elusive, far-ranging wolverine. Most of
these sightings were during the winter. If you
see one, please report your sighting to the nearest
Ranger District Office.

Most songbirds are not adapted to the harsh
winter conditions in the Sierra Nevada, and
therefore they must fly south to Mexico, Central
America, or South America over winter. Many
mammal species are forced to hibernate for at
least part of the winter.

Although migratory birds have flown south,
there are still resident birds present that are well
adapted to winter conditions. Among the bird
species you may encounter are Clark’s nutcracker,
mountain chickadee, and red-breasted nuthatch.
Most of these birds are quite vocal. If you listen
carefully, you shouldn’t miss them.

Courtesy of Kit Wiegman

Peter Grubb Hut

Snow Huts

Four huts, available to all skiers or snowshoers
on a reservation (or emergency) basis, are owned
and maintained by the Sierra Club. Written
reservation requests received before October 1st
are handled so that work party volunteers and
Club members receive priority. After that date,
reservations are first-come, first-serve and may
be made by phone. Contact Claire Tappaan
Lodge, P.O. Box 36, Norden, CA 95724 or 800-
679-6775; or clt.sierraclub.org/outings/lodges/
huts/huts/maps.asp

Each hut provides sleeping space for 12-15 and
unsplit firewood while supplies last. The huts
are rustic with outhouses and no running water.
Visitors must bring everything else. Current
rates: $15/night/person. Advance deposit
required. The huts are open to day use.

Peter Grubb Hut - Castle Valley. Four miles
north of Boreal. Map location D-5

Benson Hut - Anderson Peak 6 miles south from
[-80. Map location D-5

New Bradley Hut - Five miles west of Hwy 89
south near Big Chief. Map location E-6

Ludlow Hut - Near Richardson Lake about one
mile south of the southeast corner of the Forest.
Map location F-6

Big Bend Visitor Center

Big Bend Visitor Center is closed during the
winter. No parking or services available.

OHV FUNDS
AT WORK

California State OHV Funds

The California Department of Parks and
Recreation, Off Highway Vehicle Division,
contributes funding on an annual basis to the
Winter Recreation Program of the Tahoe National
Forest. The funding contributed by the State
allows the Forest Service to offer many miles of
groomed trails for use by both snowmobilers
and cross-country skiers. Additionally, this
money helps finance patrol persons, search and
rescue operations, equipment, signing, brochures,
and overall administration of the program. The
Tahoe National Forest considers the State to be
its most important partner in the Winter
Recreation Program.

www.ohv.parks.ca.gov/
916-324-4442

All are Welcome

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
prohibits discrimination in all its programs and
activities on the basis of race, color, national
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex,
marital status, familial status, parental status,
religion, sexual orientation, genetic information,
political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part
of an individual's income is derived from any
public assistance program. (Not all prohibited
bases apply to all programs.)

Persons with disabilities who require alternative
means for communication of program
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.)
should contact USDA's TARGET Center at 202-
720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write to
USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400
Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C.
20250-9410, or call 800-795-3272 (voice) or
202-720-6382 (TDD).

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and
employer.
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