
 

 
Snowmobiling 

 

 
U.S. Department 
of Agriculture 

 

Finger Lakes National Forest 
 
 
 

5218 State Route 414, Hector, NY 14841 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone:(607) 546-4470                                          FAX:(607) 546-4474  
 
 
 
 

Website: www.fs.usda.gov/fingerlakes 
 

 
Forest Service 

 
 

The USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Caring for the Land and Serving People 
 
 

 
The Finger Lakes National Forest is in partnership with the Twin Lakes Snowmobile Association to operate 
and maintain the snowmobile trails in the Forest. These trails are part of the statewide snowmobile trail 
system. 
 

Where is snowmobiling permitted in the Finger Lakes NF? 
 
You may ride on trails posted open to snowmobiles.  Trail maps are available at the District Office.  
Snowmobile trails open December 15th, conditions permitting, through March 15th. 
 

Regulations: 
Visit http://www.nysnowmobiler.com/riding-information for current information on riding in New York 
State. 
Anyone operating or riding on a snowmobile in New York State must wear an approved safety helmet 
except when operating on property owned by the operator or passenger. 
 
It is UNLAWFUL to operate a snowmobile: 

1. at a speed greater than reasonable or prudent under the surrounding conditions, or at a speed 
greater than 55 mph 

2. in any careless, reckless, or negligent manner 
3. while the operator is intoxicated 
4. without the required lights 
5. on the tracks of an operating railroad 
6. in any tree nursery or planting in a manner that damages growing stock 
7. on private property without the consent of the owner 
8. towing a sleigh or toboggan except with a rigid tow bar 
9. in any way that the operator fails to yield to an emergency vehicle approaching from any 

direction or in any way that fails to comply with a lawful order from a police officer 
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10. on a frozen body of water within one hundred feet of a skater, ice fisherman, ice fishing house, 
or other person not on a snowmobile except at the minimum speed required to maintain forward 
motion 

11. within one hundred feet of a dwelling between 12 midnight and 6 AM at a speed greater than the 
minimum speed required to maintain forward motion 

 
 
Snowmobile Requirements: 
 

Any snowmobile operated in New York State must meet minimum equipment requirements:  
 

1. Working muffler. The sound produced by a snowmobile manufactured after June 1, 1980 must 
not exceed 73 decibels on the A scale.  

2. Head light. The white or amber head light must be sufficient to reveal persons and vehicles at a 
distance of at least one hundred feet in normal atmospheric conditions.  

3. Tail light. The red tail light must create a red light that is plainly visible for a distance of at least 
five hundred feet to the rear during darkness under normal atmospheric conditions. 

4. Reflector material. A minimum of sixteen square inches of reflective material must be mounted 
on each side of the cowling.  

Some important items to carry with you include: 
 

Registration Emergency Food Tool Kit Tow Rope 
Maps  First Aid Kit  Drive Belt Hatchet or Axe 
Compass  Matches  Spark Plugs  Snowshoes  

 

Pack It In - Pack It Out: 
   
• Go one step further and pack out what a less thoughtful person may have left behind. 

 

Other Resources: 
 
• Twin Lakes Snowmobile Association: http://twinlakessnowmobile.com/contact.html,  
• TLSA phone: 607-227-5828 
• Snowmobile registration information:  http://www.nysnowmobiler.com/ 
• Information about the Snowmobile Safety Course:  http://twinlakessnowmobile.com/index.html 

 

For More Information:  
 
Hector Ranger District, 5218 State Route 414, Hector, NY 14841, (607) 546-4470 
Website:  www.fs.fed.us/r9/forests/greenmountain  
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