File Extensions often associated with GIS or GPS
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File extensions can also be looked up on the Internet at: http://www.filext.com/
Raster file – An image

Vector file – points, lines and polygons.

Trimble

.ccf – datalogger configuration file (settings).

.CS – Coordinate System file for use with an image in TerraSync.

.csd – a Coordinate System Database file (for saving customized coordinate systems).

.cse -- GPS file typically referred to as a Rover file (Standard Storage Format).

.cor – Differentially corrected file.

.ddf – a Data Dictionary File.

.eph – Ephemeris (Almanac) file. Almanacs also come as .ssf.

.ggf – Geoid model file.

.hlp – Help file.

.imp – a GPS file generated on Import, usually from GIS data.

.inf – a log file, storing information such as coordinate system, units, and other options

.lng – Language file.

.ssf – Standard Storage Format, Trimble’s standard GPS file format, extension seen on Rover files.
.tab – Station/session table file.

.wpt – a waypoint file

Arcview, ArcGIS, ArcPad

.apm – ArcPad map document.

.apr – Arcview project file.

.aux – an auxiliary file for raster/vector layers with additional information.

.avp – Arcview palette file (symbols, colors, textures.)

.bil – Band Interleaved by Line (a raster format).

.bmp -- Windows Bitmap (a raster image).

.bpw – bitmap world file.

.csv – Comma Delimited file.
.dbf – the tabular information for a Shapefile.

.dll – Dynamic Link Library file, a file containing a program, specifically used to add custom tools to ArcMap.

.html – Hypertext Markup Language (web page format). Metadata can be put into this format.

.jpg -- Joint Photographic Experts Group (a raster image). 

.jgw – jpeg world file.

.mxd – ArcMap map document.

.prj – Projection file, tells the GIS what coordinate system the data is in.

.rrd – a pyramid file for rasters. About 1/3 the size of the original raster with reduced resoulution. Used to

         draw images faster in ArcMap. 

.sbx – Spatial Index for read-write shapefiles, allows the GIS layer to draw faster.

.sbn – Spatial Index for read-write shapefiles.

.shp – the spatial information for a Shapefile.

.shx – Shapefile database index.

.sid -- Multiresolution Seamless Image Database (MrSID, a raster image used with CE).


.sdw – a MrSID world file.

.tif -- Tagged Image File Format (a raster image).

.tfw – a tiff world file.

.txt – Text file.

.uai – Proxy Unrestricted Access Image, points to read-only image location.

.wld – world file (used with various raster formats).

.xml – Extensible Markup Language. Metadata can be put into this format.

.zip – a compressed “zipped” file containing various types of files.

AutoCAD

.dxf  -- AutoCAD drawing

