
 

 

 

CITE: 36CFR251 

 

TITLE 36--PARKS, FORESTS, AND PUBLIC PROPERTY 

CHAPTER II--FOREST SERVICE, DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

PART 251--LAND USES- 

Subpart B--Special Uses 

 

Sec. 251.54  Proposal and application requirements and procedures. (e) Pre-application actions. 

(1) Initial screening. Upon receipt of a request for any proposed use other than for noncommercial 

group use, the authorized officer shall screen the proposal to ensure that the use meets the 

following minimum requirements applicable to all special uses: 

    (i) The proposed use is consistent with the laws, regulations, orders, and policies establishing 

or governing National Forest System lands, with other applicable Federal law, and with applicable 

State and local health and sanitation laws. 

    (ii) The proposed use is consistent or can be made consistent with standards and guidelines in 

the applicable forest land and resource management plan prepared under the National Forest 

Management Act and 36 CFR part 219. 

    (iii) The proposed use will not pose a serious or substantial risk to public health or safety. 

    (iv) The proposed use will not create an exclusive or perpetual right of use or occupancy. 

    (v) The proposed use will not unreasonably conflict or interfere with administrative use by the 

Forest Service, other scheduled or authorized existing uses of the National Forest System, or use 

of adjacent non-National Forest System lands. 

    (vi) The proponent does not have any delinquent debt owed to the Forest Service under terms 

and conditions of a prior or existing authorization, unless such debt results from a decision on an 

administrative appeal or from a fee review and the proponent is current with the payment 

schedule. 

    (vii) The proposed use does not involve gambling or providing of sexually oriented commercial 

services, even if permitted under State law. 

    (viii) The proposed use does not involve military or paramilitary training or exercises by private 

organizations or individuals, unless such training or exercises are federally funded. 

    (ix) The proposed use does not involve disposal of solid waste or disposal of radioactive or 

other hazardous substances. 

(2) Results of initial screening. Any proposed use other than a noncommercial group use that 

does not meet all of the minimum requirements of paragraphs (e)(1)(i)-(ix) of this section shall not  

receive further evaluation and processing. In such event, the authorized officer shall advise the 

proponent that the use does not meet the minimum requirements. If the proposal was submitted 

orally, the authorized officer may respond orally. If the proposal was made in writing, the 



 

 

 

authorized officer shall notify the proponent in writing that the proposed use does not meet the 

minimum requirements and shall simultaneously return the request. 

(5) Second-level screening of proposed uses. A proposal which passes the initial screening set 

forth in paragraph (e)(1) and for which the proponent has submitted information as required in 

paragraph (d)(2)(ii) of this section, proceeds to second-level screening and consideration.  

In order to complete this screening and consideration, the authorized officer may request such 

additional information as necessary to obtain a full description of the proposed use and its effects. 

An authorized officer shall reject any proposal, including a proposal for commercial group uses, if, 

upon further consideration, the officer determines that: 

    (i) The proposed use would be inconsistent or incompatible with the purposes for which the 

lands are managed, or with other uses; or 

    (ii) The proposed use would not be in the public interest; or 

    (iii) The proponent is not qualified; or 

    (iv) The proponent does not or cannot demonstrate technical or economic feasibility of the 

proposed use or the financial or technical capability to undertake the use and to fully comply with 

the terms and conditions of the authorization; or 

    (v) There is no person or entity authorized to sign a special use authorization and/or there is no 

person or entity willing to accept responsibility for adherence to the terms and conditions of the  

authorization. 

 

  


