
Recreation Residence



Recreation Residence permit holders have traditionally been 
partners with the Forest Service in caring for our forest. We 

encourage you to think of yourself as a forest steward, and to share 
with cabin co-owners and cabin users the overall objective of the 

Recreation Residence Program:  

Minimizing impact to the forest and providing a forest-
related recreation experience. 



Recreation 
Residence 
Program 
Objectives



While developing your proposal, 
please remember that unlike 

traditional home construction, cabins 
on National Forest Lands should be 
designed to visually recede into the 

landscape, enhancing the 
environment around them. 



Recommended 
Materials

▪

▪

▪



FOREST SERVICE POLICY DESIGN STANDARDS

▪

▪

▪



Underpinning & Base
▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪



Entryways

▪

▪

▪

▪



EXAMPLES OF PROTECTED ENTRYWAYS



Roofing
▪

▪

▪

▪

▪



Roof Color Examples



METAL ROOFING



Exterior Walls



EXTERIOR WALLS



Exterior Paint and Stain Colors



Paint Color Examples



Stain Color Examples



Windows 
&

Doors



WINDOWS

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪





▪

▪

▪



Doors

▪

▪

▪



Trim Paint Color Examples



Become Bear 
Resistant 



PREVENTATIVE MEASURES

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪



Electric fencing along windows  Round Doorknobs Rolling steel shutters

EXAMPLES OF PREVENATIVE MEASURES THAT HELP 
DETER BEARS FROM ENTERING YOUR CABIN



Recreation 
Residence Lots



Driveways

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪



OUTDOOR LIVING AREAS

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪



Storage Sheds

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪



Because National Forests are public lands, the 
following items are prohibited:

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪



PROHIBITED OUTBUILDINGS

Additional Sleeping 

Quarters

Outhouses Garages 



Water Systems  



▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

WATER SYSTEMS



Compost Toilet

Incinerator Toilet 

Examples of Septic 

System Alternatives



GRAY WATER



Fire Prevention



•

•

•

•

•

•

•

FIRE PREVENTION



Eldorado Examples



EXISTING CABINS ON THE ELDORADO NATIONAL FOREST

.



The Recreation Residence program exists in order to provide the public with access 

to comfortable amenities while enjoying the natural beauty of the wilderness. 

As cabin owners, you have the unique opportunity to 

inspire and add to the story of the Eldorado National 

Forest for generations to come. . 

We look forward to your seeing proposals!
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