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The sfgniﬁ'cance o](Laleé Tahoe to the Washoe Tribe

Lake Tahoe, or Da ow a ga meaning “edge of the liake, ” has been the heart
= of our civilization and culture £or, thousands of years. Tracli’ciona]ly, ‘our £_amilies
came each spring from all parts of our vast territory to meet at the lake, reaffirm-
ing our tribal unity throug}:} shared cultural practices. We believe the sacred
waters of this lake breathe life into the 1anc1, the plants, the ﬁsh, the I;)ir&s, tge

animals and the People around it. Da ow a ga is the center of our world.

Water: An ancient inferdependence

S'l;:lce time immemorial, our ho-r}leland 1T ‘che Car;on Va]ley has ]aeen = 5
water resource Para&ise, provicling our sustemance on the e&ge of the Great Basin
desert. Water has always }Jg.en an in’cegral part of our lives, for both spiritual and
practir;_al reasons. Qur 1eg§n&s include many stories about water and the sacred

power that it holds.

A iong Afsfory o]( environﬁenta] stewarcjskip

We have a proven record of stewar&ship of the waters of Lake Tahoe. When
settlers first entered our lands in pursuit of gol& and silver in the 1840s, they
believed our lands were uninhabited. In fact, our people had camped along the
shores of Lake Tahoe and fished from its pure waters for 10,000 years. Yet,
within a hundred years of western expansion, Lake Tahoe was 'maltera]:;ly scarred
by logging, ranching and mining. \

Today, we are committed to conservation and restoration efforts that will

help Lake Tahoe to recover from these injuries and thrive for future geﬁerations.



Washoe traditions alive today

Sacred sites and spiritual landmarks in and around Lake Tahoe continue to
be used ]:)y our people for cultural a.ncl;rehgioﬁs reasons. The preservation of
these sacred sites for our children is our top priomty. .

Our elders continue to camp a.long the shores of the lake as their ancestors
did for thousands of years. For our people, camping at Lake Tahoe is an impor-
tant ritual that provides spiritual rejuvenation. In the traditional ways of our
ancestors, our cra{:tspeop}.e sti].l*cpﬂect materials used for basket weaving from
the shores;oi: ‘Lake Tahoe, preserving a priceless cultural heritage for future

generations.

Partners committed to the preservation of Lake Tahoe

Qur unique lanowleclge and guardianship of _the land, and its plan’cs and ani-
mals, make us invaluable contributors to resource management planning. We are
a committed partne;:,iworking with others to protect and preserve Lake Tahoe.
We own this £rag‘i1e treasure in common and we are all o]:]igatecl to protect it.

We have created innovative conservation programs, developec}. community
partnerships with our neighl_)ors and taken an active stand against any practices

that harm these waters. Some of these conservation eHorts include:

% Meeks Bay, a resource management program promoting the cultivation

of traditional plants

* Eag]e Vt:z]]ey Hydrologic Sfudy, in Par‘tnership with United States
Geological Survey and Carson City

% Jacks Valley Creek Watershed, in partnership with the state of Nevada

Preserving Lake Tahoe for ﬁ(fure generations

To build on the progress we have made, the Washoe are continuing to work

on ways to enhance and improve the Lake Tahoe region. Some of our current

goa.ls include:



[

regu;m‘:mg the use of personal watercraft on the lake to preserve water quall’cy
and tra.nqul.ulty

limiting commercial cleveiopment to protect the wild and scenic qua.lities of
this région
creating comprehensive land use plans that emphasize water resource

protection

ensuring access to Lake Tahoe and other sﬂ:es of spmt-ual and cultural
s1gmf1cance for our elders

recogﬁizing Lake Tahoe's environmentally sensitive areas and their need,

for protection
-cliscouraging practices that'pouute the water th.roug]:x runoff from erosion

J:‘orging partnershipsithét promote the environmental health of Lake Tahoe

Lake 721}203 Maximum -r.iepth; :

1,645 feet

Elevation:
6,225 feet

Y

Size:
12 miles wide, 22 miles long, 72 miles around

Average temperature:

68 degrees in summer; 41 degrees in winter



Ve She Shu B Dah"— Washos Liands

A Commitment to Forest Ecosystem Restoration

The ngm'ﬂcénce o}’ the Lakei Tahoe Region to the Washoe Trr'l?e

- Lake Tahoe has been the center of the Washoe Wdrl@ for thousands of years.
Their ancestral homelands consisted of more than 15 mil_l_ion acres from Honey
Lake to the north,"AnteloPe Valley to the south, the Sierra Nevada mountains to

“the west and the Virginia and Pine Nut Hills to the east. In the 1800s, the
Washoe lost most of this land as a result of westward expansion lay the United
States. Current Washoe holdings include approximately 72,500 acres of land.

; Res;vor_zsik]e Sfewg:;-cls )[or Generations

For thousands of years, the Washoe lived off these lands. Every spring,gthey
gathered on the shores of Lake Tahoe to hunt, fish, gather rﬁedicin_al pfants and
celebrate tribal uriity. In the fall, they moved to fcl—le Pine Nut Hills to gather
pine nuts, one of their most valued foods an_cl their sustenance cluring the 1ong
winters. Qur ancestors lived in balance with their surrounclings, talaing care to

preserve this sacred land and its resources.

The Waskie: Lranely Onalibed to Hels, Peoserve I ols Tahos-

The Washoe have unique and important Eﬁ0w1edge about managing Lake Tahoe's
resources and contribute greatly to efforts to maintain a healthy ecosystem.
Washoe conservation practices are based on an ancient unclezstancling of the

region's ecosystem and on their belief *_tl'la.t all living things are intérclepenclen’c.

Their indigenous resources management experience includes Washoe pha‘rmacology
which involves the cultivation and harvesting of native plants for medicinal reasons.
For generations, Washoe elders have passed down to younger members their vast
lznowledge of the tribes’ traditional conservation practices in the Lake Tahoe basin.
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A Fragi]e Ecosystem

Toclay, the envixonmentaﬂy sensitive Lake Tahoc basin is home to rare animal
species - such as eagles and osprey - lush forests, and sacred cultural sites.
However, these natural wonders are competing with the modern world. The
effects of 2 population explosion in the last 30 years are visible everywhere. The
crystal clear waters of Lake Tahoe are Be'mg rn_udcliecl by algae, growing because of
pollutants caused by increased traffic. Sacred cultural sites, like Cave Rock, are
Being desecrated by recreational activity. The health of the surrouncling forests is
suffering. Preserving this land requires a comprehensive approach involving all
stakeholders in the region.

Cooperative Partherslzips: %rlzw’ng Tc‘:getlxer for the Future

The Washoe are committed to working with the federal and state governments to

protect wildlife habitats, maintain water quality and preserve the scenic value of

Lake Tahoe. Toward these goals, we have forgecl a strong working rela.tionship

with the Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit of the U.S. Forest Service.

Toge&er, we are engaged in many conservation efforts. Some of these efforts

include: ;

3* the management of cultural sites

* the Heritage Program, concerned with the protection of and accessibﬂity
to areas that are significant to Washoe pharmacology

* the use of a]:origina}. resource management teclmiques

* the Meeks Bay Bracken Fern Project which involves the re-introduction
of Native p[ant management by Washoe elders

* the Washoe Native Garden, designed to preserve cultural identity

Preserving a Comp/ex Ecosystem

The Washoe believe that human existence is c{epenéent on the health and sur-
vival of all other [i\n’ng things. Whether it involves issues related to water quality,
economic &evelopment, forest ecosystem restoratien or cultural preservation, the
Washoe believe it is imperative to aclzncwleclge this interrelaﬁomhip of the
natural world. The Washoe look forward to working in partnership to sustain

this complex and beautiful environment for future generations.



