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History 
O live L a ke is o n e o f the few n a tura lly 
o ccurrin g la kes in  this pa rt o f the Blue 
Mo un ta in s.  Aro un d 1903, the o wn ers o f the 
Red Bo y Min e decided to  b uild a  
hydro electric po wer pla n t to  repla ce 
expen sive stea m  po wer a n d thus im pro ve 
pro fits.  A crew b ega n  wo rk in  1905 o n  a  
lo g-crib  da m  a t the la ke’s o utlet, which 
ra ised the la ke level 35 feet.  A seco n d da m  
wa s co n structed in  a  wet m ea do w a b o ve 
O live L a ke to  crea te a  seco n da ry reservo ir. 
Crews then  ra n  a  pipelin e co n structed o f 
wo o den  sta ves wra pped b y steel co ils eight 
m iles to  the Frem o n t Po werho use.  Here the 
wa ter dro ve 2 la rge turb in es to  pro duce 
electricity fo r lo ca l m in ers a n d ho m estea ds.  
Frem o n t Po werho use o pera ted un til 1967.  
At the tim e o f clo sure, the Ca lifo rn ia -Pa cific 
U tilities Co m pa n y deeded the po werho use, 
in cludin g the da m , o ver to  the Fo rest 
Service.   
The la ke go t its n a m e fro m  the wife o f a  
lo ca l m in er (o r da m  ca reta ker depen din g o n  
the sto ry).  O live wa s kn o wn  fo r her 
gen ero sity a n d a n y pa sserb y wo uld b e 
in vited to  sta y fo r a  m ea l o r even  the n ight.  
Rem a in s o f a  ca b in  ca n  still b e fo un d do wn  
the o ld ro a d a t the b a ck o f ca m psite #10. 

Local Attractions 
The la ke pro vides fishin g, swim m in g, a n d 
b o a tin g o ppo rtun ities; ho wever perso n a l 
wa tercra ft (i.e. Skido o s) a n d wa ter skiin g a re 
n o t perm itted.  A 2-m ile lo n g tra il en circles the 
la ke a n d is a va ila b le fo r hikin g.  The tra il ca n  b e 
a ccessed a t the da m  a n d a lo n g the la kesho re 
n ea r ca m psite 26. 
Nea rb y (8 m iles ea st) is the Frem o n t 
Po werho use co m plex.  The po werho use wa s 
co n structed in  1905 to  supply electricity to  the 
m a n y lo ca l m in es. 

Details 
 Eleva tio n  6,000 feet 
 22 sin gle ca m psites, 4 ten t o n ly/wa lk-in  

sites, a n d 2 gro up sites 
 1 da y use picn ic site 
 7 va ult to ilets 
 Bo a t ra m p & 2 do cks 
 2 m ile hikin g tra il a ro un d la ke 
 No  po ta b le wa ter o r ga rb a ge service 

 

Please Enjoy Your Stay!  

 

Olive Lake 
Campground 

North Fork John Day Ranger District 
Umatilla National Forest 
401 Main St./PO Box 158 

Ukiah OR, 97880 
541-427-3231

www.fs.fed.us/r6/uma/
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