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DECISION NOTICE
AND

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IUPACT

I{INDY SPRINGS SALVAGE AND REHABILITATION PROJECT

Umat i l la  and Union Count ies,  Oregon
USDA Forest  Serv ice

Umat i l l a  Na t i ona l  Fo res t
North Fork John Day Ranger Dist r ic t

This Decis ion Not ice and Finding of  No Signi f icant  ImpacE (FONSI)  documents the
Forest  Serv ice decis ion to i rnplement  salvage harvest  of  insect  damaged t imber
wi th in the area descr ibed in the Windy Spr ings Salvage and Rehabi l i ta t ion
Pro jec t  Env i ronmen ta l  Assessmen t  (EA) .

The inforrnaEion in  th is  document  is  descr ibed in more deta i l  in  the EA. I t
documents the analys is  of  the area and is  avai lable for  publ ic  rev iew at  the
of f ice of  the Forest  Superv isor  in  Pendleton,  Oregon,  and at  the North Fork
John Day Ranger Stat ion,  Ukiah,  Oregon.  The EA is  t iered to the "Umat i l la
Nat ional  ForesE Land and Resource Managernent  Plan Final  Envi ronrnenta l  Impact
S ta temen t  (FE IS ) "  and  Reco rd  o f  Dec i s i on  (ROD) ,  da ted  June  11 ,  1990 ;  and  to  t he
"Manag ing  Compe t i ng  and  Unv ran ted  Vege ta t i on "  FE IS ,  ROD,  and  Med ia ted  Ag reemen t ,
d a c e d  D e c e m b e r  8 .  1 9 8 8 .

The  Windy  Sp r i ngs  p ro jec t  a rea  i s  l oca ted  app rox ima te l y  10  a i r  m i l es  no r theas t
o f  Uk iah ,  Oregon .  The  a rea  cons i s t s  o f  app rox i rna te l y  14 ,559  ac res  and  i s
wi th in the Umat i l la  River  watershed.  The legal  descr ipt ion inc ludes por t ions
o f  T . 2 5 . ,  R . 3 2 8 . ,  T . 3 5 . ,  R 3 2 E . ,  T 3 S . ,  R . 3 3 E . ,  T 3 S . ,  R . 3 3  L / 2 8 . ,  W i l l a m e t t e
M e r i d i a n .

The DeclsLon

I t  is  my decis ion to implement  Al ternat ive 5.  This a l ternat ive prov ides for
the  sa l vage  ha rves t  o f  app rox iua te l y  15 .2  m i l l i on  boa rd  f ee t  o f  dead  and  dy ing ,
i nsec t  damaged  Doug las - f i r  and  wh i te  f i r  f r om ap rox i rnace l y  3 ,153  ac res .  Un i t s
would be harvested through a combinat ion of  hel icopter  and convent ional  logging
sys tems .  No  spec i f i ed  road  cons t ruc t i on  wou ld  be  requ i red .  App rox ima teLy  2
mi les of  temporary roads would be requi red to access the uni ts .  Approximately
5 . 2  m i l e s  o f  F o r e s t  R o a d  5 4 0 0  a n d  4 . 9  m i l e s  o f  F o r e s t  R o a d  5 4 2 7  w o u l d  b e
recons t ruc ted .  Fo l l ow ing  ha rves t ,  p resc r i bed  bu rn ing  fo r  p lan t i ng  s i ce
p repa ra t i on  and  fue l  r educ t i on  wou ld  t ake  p lace .

Other  Act iv i t ies and Mi t igat ion Measures:

2 n
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4 .
5 .

Development  of  a western larch seed product ion area to prov ide a
future seed source.
Implementat ion of  a Big Game Secur i ty  Area in the norLhern por t ion of
the analys is  area.  Wi th in th is  area,  t imber harvest  is  deferred,  and
a l I  r oads  w i th in  t hese  a reas  w i l l  be  e f f ec t i ve l y  c l osed .
Snags and green t ree replacements wi l l  be rnanaged at  the 1001
poEent ia l  b io logical  populat ion by mark ing wi th in salvage uni ts  at  the
130t  level  to  aceount  for  losses due to windthrow and other  natura l
f o r c e s .
Burning for  wi ld l i fe  forage enhancement.
The use of  no cut  buf fers to procect  screams,  seeps and bogs wi th in
the  p ro jec t  a rea .



6 .

1

8 .

Plant ing of  coni fers and hardwoods wi th in
are lack ing shade.
The p lacement  of  grass seed and waterbars
roads ,  and  l and ings .
Winged subsoi l ing wi l l  be done on landings
reduce  so i l  compac t i on .

those r ipar ian areas that

on  sk id  t ra i l s ,  temporary

and temporary roads, to

M o n i t o r i n g :

In addic ion to the moni tor ing requi rements in  the Forest  Plan,  the
fo l lowing monicor ing e lernents qrere added.

1 .  Mon i to r  changes  i n  HE I  and  i t s  e f f ec t s  on  e l k  popu la t i ons  i n  t he  Uk iah
Management Uni t .

2 .  Moni tor  cover  around the Big Game Secur i ty  Area (BGSA) to determine
when the surrounding area meets Forest  Plan Standards and Guidel ines
fo r  b ig  game cove r .
Ripar ian/r r rater  (analyze sedi rnentat ion,  peak f lows,  s t reambank
s tab i l i t y ,  wa te r  t empera tu re ,  pe rcen t  o f  s t ream su r face  shade )
a .  S t ream su rveys  o f  Pea rson  Creek  and  a fEe r  p roposed  t imber  sa le

a c E i v i t i e s .
b .  The  use  o f  t he rmographs  on  Pea rson  Creek  be fo re ,  du r i ng ,  and

a f te r  p roposed  t imber  sa le  ac t i v iE ies
Mon ico r i ng  o f  po ten t i a l  nox ious  weeds  w ich in  t he  sa le  a rea  fo r  5  yea rs
fo l l ow ing  ha rves t .
Mon i to r  new a reas  o f  f o rage  to  see  i f  t hey  a re  be ing  used  by  ca t t l e .
Moni tor  cat t le  movement to deterrn ine i f  fences wi l l  be necessary in
those areas where natura l  barr iers may have restr icLed thei r  movements
i n  t h e  p a s E .

1.  Moni tor ing to insure that  range improvements are in  che same condi t ion
(o r  bec te r )  t han  be fo re  t he  sa le .

Addi t ional  i tems can be found in the EA, analys is  f i le ,  and the Forest
P l a n .

Forest  Heal th Background

Over the last  year ,  forest  heal th issues in  the Blue Mounta ins have been widely
exp lo red  and  deba ted .  Du r i ng  the  cou rse  o f  t hese  d i scuss ions ,  p r i o r i t i es  f o r
salvage and restorat ion ef for ts  were establ ished.  Recogniztng that  insect  and
disease problems know no adminis t rat ive boundar ies,  and the epidemic is  so vast
that  fu l l  recovery wi l l  take decades,  there was a need to establ ish a p lace Eo
star t .  Discussions wi th the Confederated Tr ibes of  the Umat i l la  and Warm
Spr ings  Ind ian  Rese rva t i ons ,  O regon  Depar tmen t  o f  F i sh  and  Wi ld l i f e  (ODF&W)  ,
t imber industry ,  envi ronmental  in terests,  Blue Mounta in Natura l  Resource
Inst i tu te members,  and others have helped establ ish these pr ior i t ies.  Overal l
guidance comes f rom the Umat i l la  Nat ional  Forest  Land and Resource Management
Plan (LRMP) which def ines lands sui table for  t imber producLion,  and establ ishes
management d i rect ion,  s tandards and guidel ines,  and management areas.
Long-term restorat ion ef for ts  are a lso guided by the seven st rategies oucl ined
in the BIue Mounta in Forest  Heal th Report  publ ished in Apr i l  1991.  This
pro ject  is  one of  the f i rs t  pro jects that  cornbines the salvage of  dead and
dying t imber wi th long- term restorat ion st rategies under the general  guidel ines
ou t l i ned  above .  I t  i nc ludes  the  fo l l ow ing  p r i nc ip les :
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4 .

5 .
6 .
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Salvage wi l l  be conducted only on lands determined to be sui table and
avai lable for  t imber Droduct ion in  the LRMP.

2 .  The re  w i l l  be  no  sa l vage  i n  r i pa r i an  a reas  o r  Ded i ca ted  01d  Growth  s tands

3 .  Road  cons t ruc t i on  w i l l  be  rn in im ized .

4 .  Doug las - f i r  and  g rand  f i r  w i l l  be  che  spec ies  des igna ted  fo r  sa l vage .

5 .  Snag  and  g reen  t ree  rep lacemen ts  w i l l  be  managed  a t  100 t  o f  t he  po ten t i a l
b i o log i ca l  popu lac ion .

1 .

Reten t i on  o f  ex i s t i ng  ponde rosa  p ine ,  wes te rn  l a r ch ,  and  l odgepo le  p ine
when  comb ined  w i th  t he  regene ra t i on  o f  f i r  and  non - f i r  spec ies ,  w i l l
enhance  d i ve rs i t y  w i t h i n  t he  p ro jec t  a rea .  Th i s  w i l l  a l so  p rov ide  fo r  more
insec t  and  d i sease  res i s tan t  s tands  i n  t he  f u tu re .

Access  and  t rave l  managemen t  ac t i v i t i es  w i l l  be  emp loyed  to  he lp  o f f se t  t he
nega t i ve  e f f ec t s  o f  r educed  hab i t a t  qua l i t y  f o r  b i g  game.  Th i s  w i l l  be
accomp l i shed  by  reduc ing  che  open  road  dens i t y  i n  t h i s  a rea .

Act iv ic ies r , r i11 incorporate issues generated f rom the "Planning
Cons ide ra t i ons "  documen t  j o i n t l y  p roduced  by  ODF&I I  and  Fo res t  Se rv i ce
b i o l o g i s t s  a n d  s i l v i c u l c u r i s t s .

Long - te rm ecosys tem recove ry  p ro jec t s  have  been  i den t i f i ed  du r i ng  che
analys is  process which wi l l  be p lanned and implemented as funds become
ava i l ab le .  These  i nc lude  p ro jec t s  such  as  so i l  r es to ra t i on  (e ros ion
con t ro l  and  r i pp ing  o f  t empora ry  l and ings  and  roads ) ,  s t reams ide  shade
enhance rnen t ,  r e fo res ta t i on ,  and  hab i t a t  imp rovemen ts .  These  p ro jec t s  can
accompl ished wi th funds generated by the sale of  sa lvage rnat .er ia l  or
appropr iated dol lars.  Salvage harvesc is  the f i rs t  s tep in  the forest
res to ra t i on  p rocess .  Add i t i ona l  s i ce -spec i f i c  r es to ra t i on  p ro jec t s  w i l l
ident i f ied and examined in subsequent  envi ronmental  assessment .s .

10 .  P lann ing  and  ana l ys i s  a re  done  on  the  l andscape  sca le .  By  l ook ing  a t .
sub -wa te rsheds ,  o r  l a rge  p ieces  o f  l and ,  cumu la t i ve  e f f ec t s  can  more
appropr iacely be analyzed for  such th ings as watershed ef fects and b ig game
movemen t .

11 .  The  re in t roduc t i on  o f  f i r e  i n to  t he  ecosys tem i s  cu r ren t l y  be ing
explored.  The nat ional  forests in  the Blue Mounta ins are current ly
deve lop ing  a  f i r e  h i s to ry  s tudy  thac  w i l l  ass i s t  us  i n  de te rm in ing  where ,
when,  and how much f i re  should be re int roduced that  wi l l  neec ecosystem
ob jec t i ves .  Recogn i z i ng  tha t  i n  many  a reas  a r t i f i c i a l l y  h igh  l eve l s  o f
f ue l  cu r ren t l y  ex i s t ,  we  w i l l  chen  p lan  the  mos t  e f f i c i en t  and  e f f ec t i ve
means of  ut i l iz ing f i re  on an ecosystern and landscape basis .  We intend to
u t i l i ze  resu l cs  o f  t he  f i r e  h i s to ry  s tudy  to  ass i s t  i n  pos t - sa l vage
ac t i v i c i es  w i t h i n  t he  p ro jecC  a rea .

The pro j  ect  l ies wi th in lands ceded to the Uni ted States by t reat ies wiEh
Amer i can  Ind ian  t r i bes .  These  t rea t i es  es tab l i shed  t rus t  r espons ib i l i t i es  f o r
the Uni ted States EhaE were in tended to protect  reserved r ights and interests
o f  t he  t r i bes .  Du r i ng  p ro jecc  scop ing  and  a l t e rna t i ve  ana l ys i s ,  we  t r i ed  t o
assure these responsib i l i t ies were carr ied out .  One of  the dominant  concerns
of  the Confederated Tr ibes of  the Umat i l la  Indian Reservat ion (CTUIR) is  the
need  fo r  co ld ,  c l ea r  wa te r .  The  a l t e rnaE ives  and  spec i f i c  m i t i ga t i on  measu res
for  th is  pro ject  were developed wi th these concerns in  mind.

be

be



I n  rny  rev iew  o f  t h i s  p ro jec t ,  a l ong  w i th  t he  en t i r e  f o res t  hea l t h  s i t ua t i on  on
the  Umat i l l a  Na t i ona l  Fo res t ,  i c  i s  c l ea r  t o  me  tha t  sa l vage  o f  dead  and  dy ing
t imber  i s  on l y  a  pa r t  o f  t he  so lu t i on .  C lean  \ , / a te r  and  p roduc t i ve  so i l s  a re
the foundat ion for  forest  heal th.  This pro ject  wi l l  accompl ish sorne of  the
work necessary to move toward desi red future condi t ions,  and i t  should generate
funds  to  he lp  accomp l i sh  o the r  aspec ts  o f  f o res t  hea l t h .

Purpose and Need

Throughout  the Blue Mounta ins,  past  management pract ices of  se lect ive harvest
and f i re  exc lus ion have encouraged t imber s tands,  prev iously  dominated by
ponderosa p ine and western larch,  to  become domi-nated by shade to lerant  species
( t rue  f i r s  and  Doug las - f i r ) .  Th i s  a l t e red  pa t te rn  o f  success ion  has  resu l ced
in t imber s tands which are not  in  thei r  preferred envi ronmental  habi tat  and are
the re fo re  no t  as  read i l y  adap tab le r / res i l i en t  t o  c l ima t i c  changes ,  i nsec ts  and
d i seases .  Th i s ,  coup led  w i th  s i x  consecuc i ve  yea rs  o f  d rough t ,  has  resu l t ed  i n
t rees whieh are suscept ib le to the surv iva l ,  growth,  and spread of  several
i n s e c t  a n d  d i s e a s e  o r g a n i s m s .

Dur ing  the  pas t  e leven  yea rs ,  t he  No r th  Fo rk  John  Day  Ranger  D i s t r i c t  has
expe r i enced  va r i ous  l eve l s  o f  i nsec t  damage  i n  t he  Doug las - f i r  and  t rue  f i r s
due  to  t he  wes te rn  sp ruce  budworm.  By  the  sp r i ng  o f  1989 ,  i t  became ev iden t
tha t  t he  Doug las - f i r  ba rk  bee t l e ,  a  na tu ra l l y  occu r r i ng  i nsec t ,  was  ove r l y
abundant  in  the weakened t rees and that  the impacts would be much more severe
than  an t i c i pa ted .  Wh i l e  t he  W indy  Sp r i ngs  p ro jec t  a rea  does  p rov ide  a
favorable habi rat  for  the growth and development  of  Douglas- f i r  and t rue f i rs ,
the advanced age of  the stand and several  consecut ive years of  drought  have
s t ressed  the  t rees  to  t he  po in t  whe re  they  a re  no  l onge r  ab le  t o  p ro tec t
t hemse lves  f rom e i t he r  o f  t hese  i nsec t  i n fes ta t i ons .  Cons ide rab le  morca l i t y ,
e i t he r  d i rec t l y  resu l t i ng  f r om the  sp ruce  budworm o r  f o l l ow ing  agen ts  such  as
the  Doug las - f i r  ba rk  bee t l e  o r  p rev ious l y  ex i sE ing  d i seases ,  has  resu l t ed  i n  a
loss  o f  t imbe r  p roduc t i v i t y ,  vege ta t i ve  cove r ,  and  w i l d l i f e  hab i t a t .  I n
add i t i on  t o  Eh i s ,  pas t  p rac t i ces  o f  f i r e  exc lus ion ,  ove r  s tocked  s tands ,  and
increases in  pesE re lated t ree morta l i ty  have considerably increased the amount
o f  na tu ra l  down  and  dead  woody  ma te r i a l  ( f ue l  l oads ) .  The  known  f i r e  h i sco ry
of  the area and the increasing fuel  loads make the l ike l ihood of  a h igh
incens i t y  l a rge  f i r e  p robab le .  As  a  resu l c  o f  t he  ana l ys i s  o f  cu r ren t  and
po ten t i a l  cond i t i ons ,  seve ra l  needs  have  been  i den t i f i ed  i nc lud ing :

P ro tec t i on  f r om po ten t i a l  ca tas t roph i c  w i l d f i r e

Salvage o f  dead

Res to ra t i on  o f

and  dy ing  t imber  resou rces .

damaged and degraded forest  resources and condi t ions

Escabl ishrnent  of  r ipar ian vegetat ion to restore ternperatures,  prov ide
for  bank stabi l i ty ,  and reduce sedi rnent  loads to meet  State water
qua l i t y  s tanda rds ,  and  f i she ry  needs .

Management of  the road system to (a)  reduce sediment ,  (b)  prov ide
access  fo r  managemen t  ac t i v i t i es ,  and  ( c )  con t ro l  access  co  p ro tec t
b ig  game and  o the r  w i l d l i f e  spec ies .

Management of  l ivestock and b ig game to improve qual i ty  and stabi l i ty
o f  r i pa r i an  zones  and  s t reams .



In  the repor t  "Restor ing Ecosystems in the Blue Mounta ins"  (Paci f ic  Northwest

Region Report  Ju ly ,  1992) i t  is  s tated that  many ecosystems are outs ide Ehe
bounds of  naEural  var iabi l i ty  and there is  substant ia l  r isk that  b io logical
d ivers i ty  and ecological  funct ion wi l l  not  be mainta ined.  The Windy Spr ings
Pro jec t  A rea  i s  a  sma l1  po r t i on  o f  t he  Umat i l l a  R i ve r  bas in .  The  fo l l ow ing  i s
a l is t  o f  var iables in  Windy Spr ings that  fa l l  outs ide the range of  natura l
va r i ab i l i t y :

(A )  Ea r l y  se ra l  -  be low
(B)  La te  se ra l  -  we l l  above
(C)  La te  se ra l  nu l t i s t o r y  -  we l l  above
(D)  Ponde rosa  p ine ,  l ow  v igo r  -  above
(E) Avai lable fuels  -  wel l  above

Based on the above condi t ions in  the area,  a need exis ts  to reduce the
concenLrat ions and cont inui ty  of  natura l  fuels  through the removal  or  sa lvage
o f  dead  t rees .  The  t imber  ha rves t  p rocess  w i l l  he lp  t o  m in im ize  se r i ous
h a z a r d s  a n d  p o t e n t i a l  r i s k s  f r o m  w i l d f i r e s  ( C F R  3 6  2 L 9 . 2 1 ( a ) ( 2 ) ) .

These dead t rees a lso have commercia l  va lue.  T imber harvests are needed to
salvage some of  the dead and deter iorat ing t imber and recover  some of  the wood

f iber  and economic benef i ts .  Salvage of  dead and dying c imber is  an important
pa r t  o f  t he  Fo res t ' s  T imber  Sa le  P rog ram Quan t i t y  and  i s  be ing  subs t i t u ted  fo r
t h e  A l l o w a b l e  S a l e  Q u a n t i t y  ( C F R  3 6  2 L 9 . 2 7 ( c ) ( 2 ) ) .  T r e e s  t h a t  a r e  n o w  d e a d  o r
dy ing  wou ld  no rma l l y  con t r i bu te  t o  t he  Fo res t ' s  ASQ.

Timber salvage pro jects are seen as the star t  o f  the process to enhance forest
recovery and achieve desi red future condi t ions.  An important  need is  to
rees tab l i sh  hea l t hy  p roduc t i ve  f o res t s ,  more  rap id l y  t han  i f  no  ac t i on  we re

taken,  to supporc management of  a l l  resources and fac i l i ta te recovery and
improvemen t  o f  f o res t  p roduc t i v i t y ,  vege ta t i on ,  and  hab i t a t s .

The analys is  wi l l  focus on the development  of  a l ternat ives which were designed
to improve the long term heal th of  the forest .  To enhance stand st ructure,
improve  b io log i ca l  d i ve rs i t y ,  p rov ide  a  sound  eco log i ca l  bas i s  f o r
non-commodi ty  values,  sa lvage wood volume and value f rom dead and dying t rees,
and  regene ra te  poo r l y  s tocked  s tands ,  t he  ana l ys i s  w i l l  eva lua te  d i f f e ren t
l eve l s  o f  t imbe r  ha rves t  and  va r i ous  rehab i l i t a t i on  p ro jec t s .

The  ana l ys i s  w i l l  add ress  the  s i t e - spec i f i c  app l i ca t i on  o f  Fo res t  P lan
d i rec t i on ,  s tanda rds  and  gu ide l i nes ,  and  ach ievemen t  o f  l ong - te rm Des i red
Fu tu re  Cond i t i ons .  To  mee t  t he  needs  fo r  w i l d f i r e  p ro tec t i on ,  sa l vage ,  and
res to ra t i on  ( shown  above ) ,  seve ra l  p ro jec t  excep t i ons  (amendrnen ts )  t o  t he
Forest  Plan are l ike ly  to be needed.  Adjustments are needed for  the fo l lowing
Forest  Plan Standards and Guidel ines:  habi tat  qual i ty  (Habi tat  Ef fect iveness
Index ) ,  cove r  requ i remen ts  (Managemen t  A reas  C3  and  C4) ,  success iona l  s tages ,
prescr ibed burning requi rements (Management Area A4),  and d ispers ion of
openings,  (wi th in the subwatershed) .

Key Issues

Ident i f icat ion of  key issues provided a basis  for  che forrnulat ion and
evaluat ion of  the a l ternat ives.  These issues were used to develop the
variations between the alternatives anaLyzed by the Windy Springs Salvage and
Rehab i l i t a t i on  P ro i  ec t  Env i ronmen ta l  Assessmen t .



1 .  S tand  Hea l th

A.  Shade to lerant  f i r  species have invaded dr ier  s i tes more sui ted to
ponde rosa  p ine  and  wes te rn  l a r ch .  On  these  d r i e r  s i t es ,  t hese  spec ies  t end
to  be  more  suscep t i b l e  t o  i nsec t  i n fes ta t i ons  and  d i sease ,  espec ia l l y  when
extended drought  occurs.  This is  creat ing condi t ions that  do not  prov ide
fo r  t he  accomp l i shmen t  o f  mu l t i p l e -use  ob jec t i ves ,  i nc lud ing  ma in ta in ing
and enhancing v isual  qual i ty ,  forage product ion,  recreat ion opporcuni t ies,
w i l d l i f e  hab i t a t ,  f i sh  p roduc t i on ,  and  p roduc t i on  o f  wood  f i be r .

Key  Ind i caco rs :  -  ac res  need ing  rehab i l i t a t i on  t r ea tmen t
-  t  o f  ac res  t r eaced

2 .  T imber  Va lue

Ut i l i za t i on  o f  dead  and  dy ing  f i r  f o r  merchan tab le  f o res t  p roduc ts  w i l l
con t i nue  to  dec l i ne  o r  be  fo rgone  i f  i c  i s  noE  sa l vaged  i n  a  t ime l y  manner .

Key  Ind i ca to rs :  -  vo lume  recove red
-  t  o f  sa lvageable volume recovered

3 .  B ig  Game Hab i tac

A .  The  h igh  l eve l  o f  t r ee  mor ta l i t y  and  pas t  t imbe r  ha rves t  i s  reduc ing  the
quan t i t y  and  qua l i t y  o f  marg ina l  and  sa t i s fac to ry  cove r  t o  l eve l s  be low
wha t  i s  requ i red  fo r  qua l i cy  b ig  game hab i t a t .

B .  The  ex i s t i ng  road  dens i t y ,  co rnb ined  w i th  i nsu f f i c i en t  cove r ,  r ay
displace b ig game onto pr ivate lands where addi t ional  depredat ion may
occu r .  B ig  game vu lne rab i l i c y  may  a l so  i nc rease ,  po ten t i a l l y  r educ ing
rep roduc t i ve  success  and  he rd  hea l t h .

Key  i nd l ca to rs :  -  cove r :  f o rage  ra t i o
-  open  road  dens i cy
-  d i sp lacemenc  pocen t i a l
-  hab i t ac  e f f ec t i veness  i ndex  (HE I )
-  t  o f  marginal  cover
-  t  o f  sa t i s fac to rv  cove r

4 .  Wa te r  and  F i sh

A .  H igh  t ree  mor ta l i t y ,  comb ined  w i th  t he  e f f ec t s  o f  pas t  t imbe r  ha rvesc ,
has the potent ia l  to  increase vraEer ternperatures.

B.  Any proposed salvage harvest ,  as wel l  as the r isk of  catastrophic
wi ldf i re,  is  a concern to users of  wacer.  These inc lude anadromous and
resident  f ish populat ions and impact .s  to downstream users ( i r r igators,
pov /e r  compan ies ,  e t c , )  o f  wa te r .

Key indicacors:  -  sedinent  potenEia l
-  equivalent  c learcut  acres condi t ion (ECA)
-  increased peak f low potent ia l
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Fue ls /F i re

A.  High t ree morta l i ty  may lead to fuel  condi t ions in  which a h igh r isk of
ca tas t roph i c  w i l d f i r e  ex i s t s  and  th rea tens  l i f e ,  p rope r t y  and  resou rces .

B .  Pas t  f i r e  supp ress ion  e f f o r t s  have  enab led  Doug las - f i r  and  g rand  f i r  t o
invade ponderosa p ine s i tes.  This has resul ted in  a change in fuel  models,
over  a large percenEage of  the area,  f rom the desi red future condi t ion.

Key indicacors:  -  fuel  model  and hazard analys is
-  acres of  acceptable and unacceptable fuel  loading
-  ac res  p roposed  fo r  t r ea tmenE

Other Alternatives Analyzed

Al ternat ive I  -  No Act ion

This a l ternat ive cont inues wi th the current  managenent  of  the area and would
noE  i n i t i a te  any  new and /o r  add i t i ona l  ac t i v i c i es .  I t  wou ld  resu l t  i n  f u r t he r
de te r i o ra t i on  o f  f o res t  hea l t h .  As  a  resu lE ,  b ig  game cove r  and  the  shad ing
component  of  the r ipar ian habi tat  would cont inue to decl ine.  In  the shor t
ce rm,  b ig  game marg ina l  cove r  wou ld  be  ma inEa ined  fo r  t he  nex t  decade .
Mone ta ry  va lue ,  o f  t he  t r ees  tha t  d ie  as  a  resu l t  o f  t he  i nsec t  i n fes ta t i on ,
wou ld  be  l os t .  No  rehab i l i t a t i on  o r  a rea  improvemen t  p ro jec t s  wou ld  occu r .

Al ternatLve 2

This a l ternat ive analyzed the ef fects of  road construct ion in  order  to harvest
the  dead  t imber  i n  a  more  economica l  f ash ion  wh i l e  s t i l l  cons ide r i ng  o the r
resou rce  needs  and  ob j  ec t i ves .  Th i s  a l t e rna t i ve  used  the  Fo res t  P lan  excep t i on
for  catastrophic insecE damage and the ex is t ing condi t ion as the min imum
gu ide l i ne .  I t  does  no t  mee t  a l l  o f  t he  Fo res t  P Ian  S tanda rds  and  Gu ide l i nes .

The  a l t e rna t i ve  p rov ides  fo r  t he  sa l vage  ha rves t  o f  15 .8  m i l l i on  boa rd  f ee t  o f
dead  and  dy ing ,  i nsec t  damaged  Doug las - f i r  and  wh i te  f i r  f r om 3270  ac res .
Uni ts  would be harvested through a eombinat ion of  hel icopter  and convent ional
l ogg ing  sys tems .  App rox ima te l y  9 .2  m i l es  o f  spec i f i ed  road  cons t ruc t i on  wou ld
be requi red.  ApproximateLy 2 mi les of  temporary roads would be requi red to
access  the  un i t s .  App rox ima te l y  5 .2  rn i l es  o f  Fo res t  Road  54OO and  4 .9  m i l es  o f
Fo res t  Road  5427  r . r ou ld  be  recons t ruc ted .  Fo l l ow ing  ha rves t ,  p resc r i bed  bu rn ing
for  p lant ing s i te  preparacion and fuel  reduct ion would take p lace.

Al ternat ive 3

This a l ternat ive was developed to salvage insect  in fested t rees,  a long wi th
other  t rees,  in  order  Eo improve stand heal th and product iv iEy.  I t  a t tempts to
fo l low the Forest  Standards and Guidel ines as used under heal thy forest
cond i c i ons .

This a l ternat ive prov ides for  the salvage harvest  of  5 ur i l l ion board feet  of
c imber f rom 1,470 acres.  Uni ts  would be harvested through the use of
he l i cop te r  and  conven t i ona l  l ogg ing  sys tems  ( t r ac to r  and  sky l i ne ) .
App rox ima te l y  5 .4  m i l es  o f  spec i f i ed  road  cons t ruc t i on  wou ld  be  requ i red .
Approximately  2 mi les of  temporary roads would be requi red to access the
un i t s .  App rox ima te l y  5 .2  m i l es  o f  Fo res t  Road  5400  and  4 .9  m i l es  o f  Fo res t
Road  5412  wou ld  be  recons t ruc ted .  Fo l l ow ing  ha rves t ,  p resc r i bed  bu rn ing  fo r
p lant ing s i te  preparat ion and fuel  reduct ion would take p lace.



Alternat lve 4

Th i s  a l t e rna t i ve  was  deve loped  to  t r ea t  app rox ima te l y  3 ,153  ac res  o f  h i gh
p r i o r i t y  i nsec t  and  d i sease  damaged  s tands  by  us ing  p resc r i bed  f i r e ,  s tagge red
in  t ime  (es t ima ted  a t  17  yea rs )  and  l oca t i on  o f  use ,  as  s i t e  p repa raE ion  fo r
re fo res ta t i on  e f f o rEs .  Th i s  t r ea tmen t  reg ime  wou ld  beg in  mov ing  che  p ro jec t
area toward i ts  desi red future condi t ion wi thout  harvest . ing t imber.
App rox ima te l y  5 .2  m i l es  o f  Fo res t  Road  5400  wou ld  be  recons t ruc ted .

Rat ionale for  Decis ion

I  have chosen to implement  Alcernat ive 5 because i t  prov ides the best
combinat ion of  responses to the major  issues and the purpose and need for  th is
p ro jec t .  Spec i f i c  r easons  fo r  t h i s  dec i s i on  a re :

1 .  Se lec t i on  o f  t h i s  a l t e rna t i ve  wou ld  beg in  t he  immed ia te  res to ra t i on  o f
3 , 1 5 3  a c r e s  w i t h i n  t h e  1 4 , 5 6 9  a c r e  W i n d y  S p r i n g s  p r o j e c t  a r e a .  T h i s  w o u l d
a l l ow  fo r  t he  remova l  o f  15 .2  m i l l i on  boa rd  f ee t  (MMBF)  o f  t imbe r  wh i ch
w i l l  he lp  mee t  commod i t y  ou tpu ts  as  desc r i bed  i n  t he  Fo res t  P lan .  The
replacement  of  the dead and dying t imber wi th green t rees is  expected to
increase t imber product iv i ty  in  the area approximately  l0  to 20 years
soone r  t han  unde r  t he  no -ac t i on  a l t e rna t i ve .

2 .  P roduc t i ve  and  v igo rous  s tands  o f  t imbe r  w i l l  be  es tab l i shed  th rough
regene ra t i on  and  s tock ing  con t ro l  t r ea tmen ts  on  s i t es  t ha t  have  been
severely  impacted by the spruce budworm and the Douglas- f i r  beet le.  These
si tes are no\r  producing r" rood and b ig game cover  below thei r  product ive

capab i l i t y .  Dead  and  dy ing  t rees  w i l l  be  u t i l i zed  fo r  l umber  and  o the r
wood  re la ted  p roduc ts  be fo re  t hey  de te r i o ra te .

3.  Tree morta l icy f rom the insectr  in festat ion has great ly  increased the amount
of  dead and dying woody mater ia l  in  the area.  This increase in fuel  loads
has  i nc reased  the  r i sk  o f  ca tas t roph i c  w i l d f i r e  i n  t he  a rea .  A l t e rna t i ve  5
al lows for  the removal  of  heavy fuel  loads and wi l l  reduce the acres of
u n a c c e p t a b l e  f u e l  l o a d s  f r o m  1 0 , 5 3 0  t o  7 , 0 9 0  a c r e s .  T r e a t m e n t  u n i t s  w i l l
ac t  as  f ue l  b reaks ,  wh i ch  w i l l  co r respond ing l y  reduce  the  po tenc ia l  sp read
o f  a  ca tas t roDh ic  w i l d f i r e  i n  t he  a rea .

4 .  The  l oss  o f  vege ta t i ve  cove r ,  due  to  t he  i nsec t  i n fes ta t i on ,  w i l l  con t i nue
Lo reduce the qual i ty  and quant i ty  of  cover  avai lable to b ig game ani rnals .
The seleccion of  th is  a l ternat ive wi l l  improve b ig game cover  (marginal  and
sa t i s fac to ry )  app rox ima te l y  10  to  20  yea rs  soone r  t han  the  no -ac t i on
a l t e rna t i ve .

5.  Compared to the no-act ion a l ternat ive,  th is  a l ternat ive prov ides the most
sa t i s fac to ry  and  rna rg ina l  cove r  i n  t he  f u tu re  (50  yea rs ) .

6.  Habi tat  for  cavi ty  nestsers in  the b ig game secur i ty  area,  other  unharvested
areas,  and maincain ing snags and replacenents at  100t  of  the potent ia l
b io logical  populat ion wi th in salvage uni ts ,  wi l l  meet  the habi tat
requ i remen ts  f o r  t hese  spec ies .

7 .  He l i cop te r  l ogg lng  w i l l  r educe  so l l  d i s tu rbance  and  a l so  reduce  the
potent ia l  for  adverse ef fects to water  qual i ty  and the condi t ion of  the
subwatershed.



8 .  Unde r  t he  no -ac t i on  a l t e rna t i ve ,  t he  equ i va len t  c l ea rcu t  ac res  (ECAs)  w i l l
exceed 30t  for  approximately  32 years.  Wi th the implernentat ion of  th is
a lEe rna t i ve ,  t he  ECA cond i t i on  w i l l  exceed  30 t  f o r  on l y  16  yea rs .

9.  This a l ternat ive recognizes and protects the r ipar ian,  f ish habi tat ,  and
wa te r  qua l i t y  va lues  i n  t he  p ro jec t  a rea .

10.  The a l ternat ive does not  exceed State of  Oregon water  qual i ty  s tandards.

11.  The negat ive v isual  impacts f rom large stands of  dead and dying t imber
wou ld  be  rep laced  w i th  s tands  o f  hea l t hy  g reen  t rees .

12.  This a l ternaEive is  expected to move the area toward i ts  desi red future
condi t ion in  a shor ter  t ime f rarne than the no-act ion a l ternat ive.

13.  The a l ternat ive incorporates and adjusts the North Fork John Day Dist r ic t 's
Access and Travel  Management Plan.

14 .  No  sa l vage  wou ld  be  imp lemen ted  \ . r i t h i n  t he  Ded i ca ted  O ld  Growth  (C l ) ,  and
b ig  game secu r i t y  a reas .

15 .  The re  w i l l  be  no  e f f ec t s  on  popu la t i ons  o f  yew  t rees .

ConsLstency Fl -nding

The  se lec ted  a l t e rna t i ve  f a l l s  w i t h i n  t he  scope  o f ,  and  i s  i n  comp l i ance  w ich ,
the Final  Envi ronmental  Impact  Statement  for  CornpeEing and Unwanted VegetaEion
wh ich  was  pub l i shed  i n  December  o f  1988 ,  and  the  assoc ia ted  Med ia ted  Ag reemen t ,
s i gned  i n  May  o f  1989 .  Th i s  a l t e rna t i ve  emphas i zes  the  p reven t i on  and  ea r l y
t reatment  s t rategies advocated in  these documents.

Timber harvest ing wi l l  be only on lands sui table for  t imber product ion that
mee t  t he  de f i n i c i on  o f  f o res t  l and  (36  CFR 2L9 .3 ) .  Th i s  p ro jec t  has  been  found
to  be  i n  con fo rmance  w i th  t he  seven  requ i re rnen ts  o f  35  CFR 2L9 .27  (b ) .
Any pro ject  proposed for  implementat ion has to meet  the requi rements of  the
Nat ional  Forest  Management Acc (NFMA).  The ID Team incorporated the fo l lowing
ma jo r  po in t s  o f  NFMA in to  p ro jec t  des ign :

1.  Consistency -  Pro ject  implementat ion wi l l  be in  accordance wi th the
i n r e n r  o f  N F M A  ( 3 5  C F R  2 L 9 . 2 7  ( a ) ) .

2 .  Su i t ab i l i t y  -  Commerc ia l  t imbe r  p roduc t i on  w i l l  be  l im i t ed  to  l ands
c lass i f i ed  as  su i t ab le  f o r  t imbe r  p roduc t i on  (36  CFR 219 .3 ) .  The
determinat ion of  su i tabi l i ty  was made consider ing physical ,  economic and
o the r  f ac to rs .

3.  Clearcut t ing and even-aged management -  Clearcut t ing wi l l  on ly  take
place in those uni ts  that  would not  have manageable stands or  not  meeE
minimum stocking requi rements af ter  sa lvage t reatments.

4.  Vegetat ive manipulat ion -  Management prescr ipt ions thaE involve
vege t ,a t i ve  man ipu la t i on  w i l l  mee t  t he  cond i t i ons  o f  35  CFS.  2 I9 .27  (b ) .
These  cond i t i ons  p r imar i l y  i nsu re  t ha t  mu l t i p l e  use  goa l s  a re  ne t ,  s i t e
p roduc t i v i t y  and  a I I  r esou rces  a re  p ro tec ted ,  and  tha t  p ro jec t s  be
p rac t i ca l  t o  imp lemen t .



Consul t .a t ion wi th Others

The ID Team cont inued coordinat ion wi th personnel  f rom the Oregon Department  of
F i sh  and  Wi ld l i f e  du r i ng  t h i s  ana l ys i s .

The Nor th  Fork  John Day Ranger  D is t r i c t  News le t te r  was  sent  ou t  on  Apr i l  29 ,
L992 to those ci t izens and groups who had expressed pr ior concern about
d i s t r i c t  a c t i v i E i e s .

A publ ic  meet ing was held at  the North Fork John Day Ranger Dist r ic t  o f f ice on
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a t e s :  J a n u a r y  2 0 ,  1 9 9 0 ;  M a y  1 5 ,  1 9 9 1 ;  a n d  O c t o b e r  2 9 ,  1 9 9 1 .  A t
the meet ing,  at tendees were updated on the budworm/bark beet le s icuat ion,
quest ions were answered,  and comments were obta ined.

Several  news re leases f rom November to January appeared in the East  Oregonian
and the Blue Mountain Herald to inform the general public of the budworrn/bark
bee t l e  s i t ua t i on  t h roughou t  t he  ana l ys i s  P rocess .

In  add i t i on  t o  t he  pub l i c  pa r t i c i pa t i on  d i scussed ,  t he  f o l l ow ing  g roups  and
ind i v i dua l s  we re  con tac ted  fo r  i npu t :  t he  Con fede ra ted  T r i bes  o f  che  Umat i l l a
Ind ian  Rese rva t i on ,  O regon  Hun te r ' s  Assoc ia t i on ,  O regon  Na tu ra l  Resou rces
Counc i l ,  No r thwes t  T ra i I  Assoc ia t i on ,  Assoc ia t i on  o f  O regon  Logge rs ,  ad jacenc
landowners ,  and  range  pe rm ic tees .  The  conce rns  ra i sed  by  t hese  responden ts
were  used  i n  t he  f o rmu lac ion  o f  i s sues  and  m i t i ga t i on  measu res .  Re fe r  t o
Appendix B of  the EA for  a shor t  narrat ive descr ib ing thei r  input  and how i t
was  u t i l i zed  i n  t he  NEPA p rocess .

Sl te-SpecLf lc  Forest  Plan Amendment

Because  o f  Che  l a rge  sca le  i nsec t  i n fes ta t i on ,  A l t e rna t i ve  5  i s  no t  cons i s ten t
wi th the fo l lowing Standards and Guidel ines in  managenent  areas A4,  C3,  and
C4 .  The  Fo res t  P lan  i s  based  on  hea l t hy  f o res t  cond i t i ons .  The re fo re ,  i t  i s
my  dec i s i on  to  i ssue  a  s i t e - spec i f i c ,  nons ign i f i can t  Fo res t  P lan  amendmen t  f o r
t h i s  p ro jec t .  Th i s  w i l l  no t  a l t e r  uhe  Des i red  Fu tu re  Cond i t i on  i n  t hese
management areas.  This amendment is  as fo l lows:

Hab i ta t  E f f ec t i veness  Index  (HE I )  :

I n  C3  (W in te r  Range ) ,  Fo res t  P lan  S tanda rds  and  Gu ide l i nes  requ i re  an  HEI
o f  no  l ess  t han  70 .  Acco rd ing  to  t he  I ' IE I  ca l cu la t i ons ,  t h i s  a l t e rnaE ive
does not  current ly ,  nor  at  any t ime dur ing the next  50 years,  meet  th is
requ i remen t .

The Forest  Plan is  amended by a l lowing an exempt ion f rom th is  s tandard (FP

p.  4-152) for  the l . I indy Spr ings pro ject  area only.

I n  C4  (Summer  Range) ,  Fo res t  P lan  S tanda rds  and  Gu ide l i nes  requ i re  an  HEI
o f  no  l ess  t han  60 .  Acco rd ing  to  t he  HE I  ca l cu la t i ons ,  Eh i s  a l t e rna t i ve
does  no t  cu r ren t l y ,  bu t  w i l l  r nee t  t h i s  requ i remen t  i n  30  yea rs .

The Forest  Plan is  amended by a l lowing an exempEion f rom th is  s tandard (FP

p.  4-L59) for  the Windy Spr ings pro ject  area only.



Big  Game H id ing  Cove r :

In C3 ( I l in ter  Range),  Forest  Plan Standards and Guidel ines requi re that  a
minimum of  lOt  of  the area provide sat is faccory cover  and when possib le,
30 t  o f  t he  a rea  p rov ide  to ta l  cove r  ( sa t i s fac to ry  and  na rg ina l ) .
Cu r ren t l y ,  sa t i s fac to ry  cove r  does  mee t ,  and  w i l l  aga in  t o  mee t  t h i s
requ i remen t  i n  t he  30  yea rs ,  i t  w i l l  no t  meeE the  requ i remen t  f o r  t he  nex t
20  yea rs .  Wh i l e  t o ta l  cove r  cu r ren t l y  mee ts  and  w i l l  aga in  mee t  t h i s
requi rement  in  20 years,  i t  wi l l  not  meet  the requi rerDent  for  the next  10
o r  so  yea rs .  The  Fo res t  P lan  i s  amended  by  a l l ow ing  an  exempt ion  f rom th i s
s t a n d a r d  ( F P  p . 4 - L 5 2 )  f o r  t h e  W i n d y  S p r i n g s  p r o j e c t  a r e a  o n l y .

In C4 (Surnrner  Range),  Forest  Plan Standards and Guidel ines requi re that  a
m in imun  o f  15 t  o f  t he  a rea  p rov ide  sa t i s fac to ry  cove r  and  when  poss ib le ,
30 t  o f  t he  a rea  p rov ide  to ta l  cove r  ( sa t i s fac to ry  and  marg ina l ) .
Cu r ren t l y ,  sa t i s fac to ry  cove r  i s  no t  be ing  me t ,  bu t  i s  expec ted  to  mee t
th i s  requ i remen t  i n  50  yea rs .  Wh i l e  t o ta l  cove r  cu r ren t l y  mee ts  and  w i l l
aga in  mee t  t h i s  requ i remen t  i n  30  yea rs ,  i t  w i l l  no t  mee t  t he  requ i remen t
fo r  t he  nex t  20  o r  so  yea rs .

The Forest  Plan is  amended by a l lowing an exempt ion f rom th is  s tandard (FP
p .  4 -L59 )  f o r  t he  W indy  Sp r i ngs  p ro jecc  a rea  on l y .

S u c c e s s i o n a l  S t a g e s :

In management s t rategy C4 (Summer Range) Forest  Plan Standards and
Gu ide l i nes  requ i re  t ha t  a  m in imum leve l  o f  l 5 t  i n  each  o f  t he  f o l l ow ing
se ra l  s tages  be  p rov ided  fo r ;  g rass / f o rb ,  sh rub /seed l i ng ,  po le / sap l i ng ,
young  sawt imber ,  and  ma tu re /ove rma tu re  saw t imber .  Th i s  a l t e rna t i ve  w i I l
noc  mee t  t he  scanda rd  fo r  t he  po le / sap l i ng  se ra l  s tage .  I n  t he  nex t  twen ty
yea rs  t he  sh rub /seed l i ng  s tage  w i l l  g row  i n to  t he  po le / sap l i ng  s tage  and
Fores t  P lan  S tanda rds  and  Gu ide l i nes  w i l l  be  me t .

The Forest  Plan is  amended by a l lowing an exempt ion f rorn th is  s tandard (FP
p .  4 -160 )  f o r  t he  W indy  Sp r i ngs  p ro jec t  a rea  on l y .

D i s p e r s  i o n  :

Fol lowing salvage harvest  the subwatersheds rv i th in the Windy Spr ings
p ro jecc  a rea  w i l l  no t  meec  Fo res t  P lan  s tanda rds  o f  no  more  chan  30 t  o f
gene ra l  f o resced  l ands  i n  t he  0  t o  l 0  age  c lass .

The Forest  Plan is  arnended by a l lowing an exernpEion f rom th is  s tandard (FP
p .  4 -71 )  f o r  t he  W indy  Sp r i ngs  p ro jec t  a rea  on l y .

Other  Forest  Plan Goncerns--Not  Arnendments

Crea ted  Open ing  S i ze :

Th i s  a l t e rna t i ve  w i l l  " c rea te "  open ings  f rom 18  to
ma jo r i t y  o f  t he  " c rea ted "  open ings  w i l l  be  g rea te r
permicted through exempt ion language in the Forest
s i t ua t i ons  such  as  t he  p resen t  i nsec t  ep idemic  (FP

300  ac res .  Wh i l e  a
than  40  ac res ,  t h i s  i s
Plan for  catastrophic
t + - 7 3 ) .



Visua l  Qua l i t v :

Ha rves t  i n  t he  v i sua l  co r r i do r  (A4  a rea  on l y )  w i l l  " c rea te "  open ings  l a rge r
than 5 acres.  This is  perur i t ted through exernpt ion language in the Forest
Plan for  caEastrophic s i tuat ions such as the present  insect  epidemic (FP
4 -109 ) .

Finding of  No Signi f icant  Impact  (FONSI)

I  have rev iewed the analys is  and f ind that  (wi th the except ions expla ined above
fo r  a  nons ign i f i can t  amendmen t ) ,  A l ce rna t i ve  5  i s  cons i sEen t  w i t h  t he  l ong -Ee rm
management goals and object ives of  the Land and Resource Management Plan for
the  Umat i l l a  Na t i ona l  Fo res t ,  e f f ec t i ve  June  11 ,  1990 .  I  have  de te r rn ined  tha t
the amendment is  noE s igni f icant  in  re lat ion to the Nat ional  Forest  Management
A c t .

I  have  de te rm ined  tha t  t h i s  p ro jec t  i s  noL  a  ma jo r  Fede ra l  ac t i on ,  and  w i l l
have no adverse envi ronmental  ef feccs over  those addressed in the Umat i l la
Nat ional  Forest  FEIS and Ehe Managing Compet ing and Unwanted Vegetat ion FEIS
and  i t s  Med ia ted  Ag reemen t .  Th i s  ac t i on  w i l l  have  l im i t ed  con tex t  and
i n t e n s i t y  ( 4 0  C F R  f 5 0 8 . 2 7 ) ,  i n d i v i d u a l l y  o r  c u m u l a E i v e l y ,  t o  E h e  b i o l o g i c a l ,
phys i ca l ,  soc ia l ,  o r  economic  componen ts  o f  t he  human  env i ronmenc .  I t  w i l l
have  l i t c l e  o r  no  adve rse  e f f ec t  on :  pub l i c  hea l t h  o r  sa fe t y ,  consumers ,  c i v i l
r i gh t s ,  m ino r i t y  g roups  and  women ;  p r ime  fa rm land ,  range land ,  and  fo res t l and ;
w e c l a n d s  a n d  f l o o d p l a i n s ;  s i g n i f i c a n t  s c i e n t i f i c ,  c u l t u r a l  o r  h i s t o r i c
resou rces ;  road less  a reas ,  ded i ca ted  o ld  g row th  a reas ;  eco log i ca l l y  c r i t i ca l
a reas ;  t h rea tened ,  endange red  o r  sens i t i ve  spec ies  (o r  t he i r  hab i t a t ) .
B io log i ca l  Eva lua t i ons  a re  on  f i l e  a t  t he  No r th  Fo rk  John  Day  D is t r i c t  o f f i ce .
The  ac t i on  does  no t  pose  a  v i o l a t i on  o f  Fede ra l ,  SEa te ,  o r  l oca l  l aws  imposed
fo r  t he  p ro tec t i on  o f  t he  env i ronmen t .  The re fo re ,  I  f i nd  t haE  an  env i ronmen ta l
impacE  s ta temen t  i s  no t  needed .

Dates and Information

Imp lemen ta t i on  o f  ch i s  ac t i on  w i l l  no t  occu r  be fo re  Sepcember  18 ,  L992 .

Th i s  dec i s i on  i s  sub jec t  t o  appea l  pu rsuan t  co  35  CFR 217 .  Any  No t i ce  o f
A p p e a l  o f  u h i s  d e c i s i o n  m u s t  b e  f u l l y  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  3 6  C F R  2 I 7 . 9 ,  ( C o n t e n t  o f
a Not ice of  Appeal)  and must  inc lude the reasons for  appeal .  A wr i t ten not ice
of  appeal  must  be f i led in  dupl icate wi th the Reviewing Off icer ,  JOHN LOWE,
R e g i o n a l  F o r e s t e r ,  P . O .  B o x  3 5 2 3 ,  P o r t l a n d ,  0 R  9 7 2 0 8 ,  o n  o r  b e f o r e  O c t o b e r  2 6 ,
L 9 9 2 .

Fo r  f u r t he r  i n fo rma t i on ,  con tac t  C ra ig  Smi th -D ixon ,  D i s t r i c t  Range r ,  P .O .  Box
1 5 8 ,  U k i a h ,  O R  9 7 8 8 0 .

J E BLACKWOOD
Superv isorFores t
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