


George Washington and Jefferson National Forests
RESOURCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE (VA RAC)
Meeting Notes
March 15, 2022
Virtual Meeting held over Microsoft Teams

Introduction
This was a public meeting, properly noticed in the Federal Register, to allow the RAC committee to make funding and project recommendations to the Forest Supervisor as part of the Secure Rural Schools and Community Self Determination Act.  Provision was made for public observation and participation. 

All six proposals were previously reviewed by each respective District Ranger, the Designated Federal Official (DFO) Beth LeMaster, and Forest Supervisor Job Timm.

Attendance 
The RAC had a quorum in attendance.  The members present discussed each project proposal and made recommendations on project proposals.  

Public Comments
Theresa Tanner, District Ranger for the James River and Warm Springs Ranger Districts, and project proponents Steve Tanguay, Michael Scales and Teresa Hammond were present to discuss the projects proposed for Alleghany and Bath Counties and answer any questions.  
Barry Garten, Area Ranger for the Mount Rogers National Recreation Area, and Brittany Phillips, project proponent, was present to discuss the project proposed for Smyth County and answer any questions.  
Mary Yonce, District Ranger for the Lee Ranger District, and project proponents Stephanie Chapman and Stephanie Danahy were present to discuss the project proposed for Page County and answer any questions.  


Evaluation Criteria and Assessment Process
Six projects were reviewed. The total funding needed for the proposed projects in Alleghany, Bath and Smyth counties matched or was less than the funding available. The committee discussed how best to divide available funding for the two projects proposed for Page County. The Committee was aware of the requirements that 50% of all funds nationally must be spent on roads (maintenance, decommissioning, or obliteration) or water (stream and watershed restoration).

Projects Recommended by Committee
1. Wildflower/Discovery Way Trails and Parking Area Repair (Page County)
a. The project goal is to repair the Wildflower & Discovery Way Trails, and make targeted upgrades to the parking area for visitor safety.
b. Amount Requested: $11,218.26    Amount recommended: $11,218.26 for future year funds 
2. Shenandoah River Access Rehabilitation (Page County)
a. The goal of the project is to repair and upgrade visitor access and restrooms at two primary access points along the South Fork of the Shenandoah River 
b. b. Amount Requested: $11,218.26    Amount Recommended: $11,218.26 for this year
3. Alleghany and Bath 50 Mile Trail Project (Bath & Alleghany Counties)
a. The project goal is clear roughly 50 miles of hiking trails in the two counties
b. b. Amount Requested: $38,860    Amount Recommended: $38,860 for this year
4. Alleghany Highlands Blueway River Mile Markers (Alleghany County)
a. The goal of the project is to provide a safe and enjoyable experience on the Jackson & Cowpasture Rivers by providing mile markers along the river
b. b. Amount Requested: $10,000    Amount Recommended: $10,000 for this year 
5. Hidden Valley Nature Watch Trail Maintenance (Bath County)
a. The goal of the project is to perform trail bridge improvement, stream channel stabilization and signage along the 1.4 mile loop that is called the Hidden Valley Nature Watch Trail
b. b. Amount Requested: $5,000    Amount Recommended: $5,000 for this year
6. Dry Run Stream Restoration (Smyth County)
a. The goal of the project is to continue stream restoration in Dry Run by restoring the floodplain and stabilizing the stream with native vegetation and in-stream structures.
b. b. Amount Requested: $24,793.87    Amount Recommended: $24,793.87 for this year

Because the funding amount requested for Bath and Alleghany counties did not account for the total dollars available ($53.9K requested/recommended versus $60.6K available), the RAC recommended adding funding to the three projects in these counties by dollar amounts that utilize the full $60.6K that is available, as needed and as aligned with the GWJ Forests sustainable recreation and priority work goals.

Follow-up after meeting: 
On March 18, 2022 the DFO and RAC Chairperson summarized and confirmed the votes which had been submitted by email and the VA-RAC confirmed the final recommendations.



