Objection Worksheet		                              Objection No. xx-10-00-0030x 
	


Objection Response POWLLA  #19-10-00-0018
[bookmark: _GoBack]Issue: 	You assert that specific written comments and requested mitigations were not accurately summarized or responded to in the response to comments, in violation of the National Environmental Policy Act. Specific examples include concerns about the ongoing failure to adequately maintain the 2000818 and 2000813 roads and the request for rock permits.
Response: The objective of the planning process is to conduct and document environmental analyses and the related decisions associated with national forest management, cooperative forestry, and research activities in a consistent way (Forest Service Handbook 1909.15, Zero Code). The FEIS specifically details necessary activities, such as road construction/reconstruction requirement and maintenance requirements, that are to be determined during the implementation phase after detailed site investigations are conducted. 
Maintenance of Forest Service roads typically occur in two ways; as part of the regular maintenance program carried out by the Forest (commonly through the use of service contracts), or as part of a commercial timber sale completed by the purchaser. 
Annually, Forests are required to prepare a Road Maintenance Plan (Forest Service Manual (FSM) 7732.11) for all National Forest System (NFS) roads based on Road Management Objectives. Per FSM 7732.03, maintain NFS roads to accommodate their intended use safely and in accordance with maintenance criteria documented in their Road Management Objectives. Maintenance levels are further discussed in FSM 7709.56 Chapter 60. In the event that maintenance needs exceed available resources, forests are instructed to establish priorities to ensure that available funding is directed to the highest priority of work (FSM 7709.59, 62.72). 
For the particular roads in concern (Forest Service roads 2000810 and 2000813), if these roads are included in a timber sale during project implementation, the evaluation for haul suitability and any designed reconstruction or maintenance are required to meet standards set forth by the FSM/FSH, the road’s assigned maintenance objectives, and applicable design specifications. For maintenance or repair needs outside of commercial operations, roads are evaluated and prioritized for inclusion in the annual maintenance plan. 
In regards to personal use of Forest Service developed rock sources, the Activity Card 23 (Appendix A, p. A-114) does state that the objectives include providing economical rock sources accessible to private lands and communities where feasible. Incorporating agreement for private rock outsourcing is not within the scope of the proposed action and would not be appropriate. The determination of rock quantity and availability for personal use needs to be done during the implementation phase after resource specialists have an opportunity to examine the quarry in detail for suitability based on the private user’s needs. 
I conclude the FEIS, Activity Cards for Road Construction/Reconstruction, Maintenance, and Quarry Development (Appendix A, Cards 18-24), and the Implementation Plan (Appendix B, B-21) properly addressed the construction and maintenance requirements in order to utilize a road during implementation. 

SUMMARY:
I have reviewed your objections and note that your concerns have been addressed in the FEIS. My review constitutes the final administrative determination of the Department of agriculture: no further review from any other Forest Service or Department of Agriculture official of my written response to your objection is available (36 CFR 218.11(b)(2)). The Responsible Official may sign the Record of Decision for this project once all instructions are completed. 
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