

Objection Response POWLLA # 19-10-00-0013
[bookmark: _GoBack]Issue: You assert that the lack of information related to the economics of the plan does not allow for evaluation of the economic viability of the project and that stating a gross volume that has no economic screen gives a false impression of what can be expected from the project.
Response: This project is designed to provide multiple projects over a 15-year period; because of this it was not possible or desirable to evaluate the economics of each potential timber offering in the FEIS. Instead, 18 Timber Analysis Areas were identified to describe timber characteristics, road system, and preliminary estimated logging costs. The Forest Plan Logging Systems Transportation Analysis was refined to attempt to identify those stands which would have the most economic value. The FEIS Factors Affecting the Economics of Timber Offers section (FEIS Ch. 3; pp. 113-116) further discusses potential economics and costs for future timber harvest offers from the project. Logging, transportation, and related costs were developed using assumptions detailed in the FEIS and are further documented in the project record. Average End-Product Selling Values displayed in the FEIS are base year values from the official Residual Value Updated Bulletin current at the time of publication. All costs and values were determined using standard Forest Service Region 10 valuation programs and are based on the best information available. These costs and values are not intended to represent the final appraised values for any one timber sale offering; rather they give only a reasonable estimation to allow the Responsible Official the ability to make an informed choice between alternatives. 
During project implementation, the development of a timber sale offer would follow the process described in Appendix B - Implementation Plan. The vegetation management Activity Decision Tree provides instruction to consider first the most cost effective logging system feasible for all proposed timber harvest. Additionally, management objectives and silviculture prescriptions may dictate logging system (Appendix B, p. 24). To increase economic potential of timber offerings, economic analysis and tracking of all potential timber offers will be done to provide timber to meet industry needs in the most efficient and economic manner (Appendix B, pp. 22-24). During this time, units and roads most likely to offer economically positive opportunities for timber harvest will be packaged for offer. A cruise, appraisal, and contract package will be completed the same as for other timber offers. 
The Forest Service uses the best available information to consider the timber economics and volume estimates which is sufficient to make an informed decision among alternatives. However, I did find that the implementation steps to develop economic timber offerings from the Project could be clearer in the Appendix B Implementation Plan and I am recommending the Responsible Official clarify Appendix B Implementation Plan to reflect the steps in a timber offer that should be considered for the final Implementation Plan to be consistent with Forest Service Manual 2432.3 and 2432.4. 

Issue: You are concerned that having the Prince of Wales timber supply under one plan will be appealed, litigated, and subject to a possible injunction.
Response: All timber harvest projects that are environmental assessments or environmental impact statements are subject to objections (which replaced appeals) and potential litigation. Once the objection process is complete, there is no further review opportunity prior to the signing of the Decision Notice or Record of Decision. Litigation and filing for injunction could still occur on any proposed timber sale regardless of size. Having a series of smaller projects to complete through the National Environmental Policy Act process would increase workloads and not as clearly demonstrate related activities. Your suggestion has effectively been evaluated as the No Action alternative, as the activities in the action alternatives would not be implemented as proposed. It may be feasible, but is expected to be less efficient and may delay meeting the purpose and need for the Project. 
SUMMARY:
I have reviewed your objections and note that your concerns have been addressed in the FEIS. My review constitutes the final administrative determination of the Department of Agriculture; no further review from any other Forest Service or Department of Agriculture official of my written response to your objection is available (36 CFR 218.11(b)(2). The Responsible Official may sign the Record of Decision for this project once all instructions are completed.
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