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ADDITIONAL WATER BENEFITS FROM NATIONAL FORESTS

FORESTS PLAY AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN THE WATER CYCLE. AS WATER FLOWS
FROM NATIONAL FORESTS TO THE OCEAN, MANY OTHER BENEFITS, IN
ADDITION TO URBAN AND AGRICULTURAL USES, ARE PROVIDED ALONG THE WAY.

WATER QUALITY

Water infiltrates the forest floor, replenishing the ground water supply
and eventually rejoining streams and rivers after being filtered by soils
and roots. Forests also regulate the flow and temperature of water with
tree cover. The shade helps keep water in snowpack, slowing the melt
of water for later use in the summer. This helps maintain reservoir levels
year-round and lessens the burdens on downstream levees. Tree shade
in riparian areas also lowers stream temperatures, regulating habitat

critical for invertebrates, amphibians, and fish.
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PLANT CAPACITY ON NATIONAL
FORESTS CAN GENERATE

10,190

MEGAWATTS
PER YEAR FOR
HOMES AND
OAAAY COMMERCIAL
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