
NATIONAL FORESTS SUPPORT CA ECONOMY

$3.6 BILLION 

National Forests’ 
annual Gross 
Domestic Product 

contribution—a 
critical  

component of 
the State’s 

rural 
economy1

$2.4+ BILLION 

Contributed to local labor 
from Forest Service-led 
project investments2

$1.4 BILLION 

Came from recreation 
by local and non-local 
visitors to National 
Forests3

$930 
MILLION 
Generated by 
forest products, 
livestock grazing, 

mining (minerals & energy), & payments to counties4

41 ,0 0 0 +
Local community 
jobs are supported by 
National Forests in 
California5

~25
MILLION 

Annual Visitors Annual contribution  
in local labor income

Annual jobs contributed to 
local communities

Lake Tahoe Basin 
Management Unit
South Lake Tahoe, CA

7.7
MILLION

$644+
MILLION

15,900 
Inyo  
National Forest
Bishop, CA

2.3
MILLION

$201+
MILLION

~5,300

NATIONAL FOREST EXAMPLES

Annual visitors to 
National Forests in 
California6

Sources
1, 2, 3, 4, 5. Job and Income Contributions for 2019-At A Glance-Region, https://usdagcc.sharepoint.com/
sites/fs-wo-pt/SitePages/At-a-Glance---Forest-Level-Economic-Contributions-Dashboard.aspx
6. National visitors use monitoring (NVUM) 
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LOCAL JOBS=41,000+ The largest employment contributions to the local economy 
from National Forests in California come from:

26,440 
Recreation

110 
Minerals  
& Energy

3,600 
Forest 
�Products

660 
Grazing

590 
Payments to 
State/Cty.

9,660  Forest Service-led projects
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FOREST THINNING TREATMENTS

CALIFORNIA’S NATIONAL FORESTS

 On average for the 
years FY2019, 2020 

& 2021 timber 
cut totals are 
~269 Million 

Board Feet7 
(MBF) and Sold totals are 
329 MBF8

This timber produced ~166
million board feet of lumber, 
worth over $65M in 2019, 
2020 & 20219

Produced 
~343,598 
bone dry tons 
of wood for 

biomass energy—enough to 
power ~49,085 homes for 
one year10 Produced ~79,890

cords of firewood

Produced ~176,280 Tons of 
mulch & landscaping11 Sold 22,151 Christmas trees

IN A NUTSHELL
National Forests in 
California provide: 
•	 Jobs and income 

from uses of 
Forest Service 
land and 
resources (timber, recreation 
spending, grazing, mineral 
development)

•	 Jobs and income from 
resource management 
investments to promote 
healthy, resilient forests 

•	 Contracts to businesses 
for land management work 
on National Forests �of 
California

Sources
7. 2019, 2020 & 2021 Cut and Sold Report 
8. Periodic Timber Sale Accomplishments Reports 
(PTSAR) Almanac Reports, 2018, 2019 & 2020
9.20,000 Square Foot home at 16MBF per home
10.Shelly, J. 2010. Biomass Conversion to 
Electricity: Stand Alone Power Plants, Co-Genera-
tion, and Combined Heat and Power. Berkeley, CA. 
University of California Division of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources. http://ucanr.edu/sites/Woody-
Bio-mass/files/79012.pdf
11.$20 per BDT


