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¡ Recreation and wildlife are incredibly important to the 
American public

¡ Wildlife viewing and outdoor recreation are important 
economic drivers.

RECREATIONISTS VISIT PUBLIC LANDS IN 
PART BECAUSE OF WILDLIFE

Outdoor Recreation Economy Report, 2017, prepared for the Outdoor Industry Association, 
https://outdoorindustry.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/OIA_RecEconomy_FINAL_Single.pdf

https://outdoorindustry.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/OIA_RecEconomy_FINAL_Single.pdf


¡Wildlife viewing and 
outdoor recreation 
are important 
economic drivers

WILDLIFE VIEWING VISITORS ARE 
INCREASING

U.S. Department of the Interior, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and U.S. Department of Commerce, U.S. 
Census Bureau. 2016 National Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife-Associated Recreation.



Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation: Since 1984, RMEF has opened, 
secured or improved public access to more than 1.2 million 
acres of elk habitat across the country for hunters, hikers, 
anglers and other outdoor enthusiasts to enjoy.

RECREATION AND WILDLIFE STAFF ARE 
NATURAL ALLIES

http://www.rmef.org/Conservation/PublicAccess.aspx

http://www.rmef.org/Conservation/PublicAccess.aspx


Backcountry Hunters and Anglers:
North America’s public lands and waters are the lifeblood of Backcountry 
Hunters & Anglers. These are the cherished wild places that restore our 
spirits and provide the solace of solitude. They’re where we go to challenge 
ourselves in pursuit of adventure and game. They are strongholds of 
important wildlife habitat and fisheries, providing places where a range of 
species – everything from elk and mule deer to grouse, waterfowl and native 
trout – can grow to maturity and thrive.
Every citizen owns a share of public lands and waters in the United States. It 
is up to us to defend this heritage and ensure that our legacy of stewardship 
is handed down to future generations intact.

RECREATION AND WILDLIFE STAFF ARE 
NATURAL ALLIES

https://www.backcountryhunters.org/our_issues

https://www.backcountryhunters.org/our_issues


COMMUNITY AND SUSTAINABILITY



Percent Urban – Suburban 2010



Percent Urban – Suburban 2020



Percent Urban – Suburban 2030



Percent Urban – Suburban 2040



Percent Urban – Suburban 2050



¡ # of Participants in nature 
based recreation increased 
7.1% between 1999-20091

§ OHV users +34%
§ Viewing/Photographing b irds 

+23%
§ Viewing/Photographing wild life

+25%
§ Gathering m ushroom s/berries 

+29%
§ Kayaking +104%

RECREATIONAL USE IS INCREASING ON 
PUBLIC LANDS

1 White, Eric M.; Bowker, J.M.; Askew, Ashley E.; Langner, Linda L.; Arnold, J. Ross; English, Donald B.K. 2016. Federal outdoor 
recreation trends: effects on economic opportunities. Gen. Tech. Rep. PNW-GTR-945. Portland, OR: U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Forest Service, Pacific Northwest Station. 46 p.



RECREATION VISITATION

¡ Visitation numbers on BLM 
lands in OR/WA has 
increased 4% every year
for the past 5 years. 

¡ (9 Million in 2017)

¡ At this rate, in 16 years, 
the amount of visitation 
will have doubled

¡ (18 Million in 2033)



PUBLIC LANDS
Acres of BLM land and Supply per capita western Oregon



VIEWING NATURE & WILDLIFE



RECREATION AND HEALTH



§ Reducing disturbance to wildlife
§ Retention of unroaded/motorized trail core habitats
§ Avoiding/reducing impacts to sensitive habitats
§ New recreation technology constantly emerging 

KEY WILDLIFE ISSUES



FURTHER… FARTHER… FASTER…



DRONES

Lily Camera



FAT TIRE BIKES



CAMPING

BMW Motors

Glamping Hub Tensile Tents



AN INTERACTIVE WORLD



APPS & SOCIAL MEDIA



Strava Data: Deschutes NF



SETTINGS AND OUTCOMES



SHIFTING RECREATION PREFERENCES

B rad Cow nover

B rad Cow nover B rad Cow nover

Participation Topline Report 



RECREATION OPPORTUNITY SPECTRUM

Primitive Urban



UNIQUE LANDSCAPES, SETTINGS, NICHE



¡ Recreation and Visitor Services 
Outcomes Focused Planning. 

¡ National Recreation Strategy-
Connecting with Communities

¡ Secretarial Orders 3355, 3356

¡ Resource Management Plans-
western Oregon

¡ Recreation Area Management 
Plans- Implementation

¡ Oregon Outdoor Recreation 
Initiative

PLANS & STRATEGIES



¡ Recreation Ef for ts
§ Forest Niche & Mapping Place Values

¡ NFS “High Five” Recreation / 
¡ Five National Prior it ies 

¡ 2012 Planning Rule
§ Benefits, Ecosystem Services
§ Broader Landscape
§ Integrated Plan Components

¡ Framework for  Sustainable Recreation
§ Restore & Adapt Recreation Settings
§ Connection People with Nature/ Healthy Lifestyle
§ Forge Partnerships

§ Region 6 Sustainable Recreation Strategy
Integration, Natural Resources, STEWARDSHIP

PLANS & STRATEGIES



§ S u sta in a b i l i t y :  “ th e  a b i l i t y  to  
b e  m a in ta in e d  a t  a  c e r ta in  
ra te  o r  leve l”  a n d  “avo id a n c e  
o f  th e  d e p le t io n  o f  n a tu ra l  
re so u rc e s  in  o rd e r  to  m a in ta in  
a n  e c o lo g ic a l  b a la n c e ”

§ N e e d  to  m a in ta in / in c re a se  
fu n d in g  fo r  re c re a t io n  
in f ra s t ru c tu re  
m a in te n a n c e / d eve lo p m e n t

§ N e e d  to  su s ta in  w i ld l i fe  
h a b i ta ts  a n d  p o p u la t io n s  in  
b a la n c e  w i th  in c re a se d  d e s i re  
fo r  re c re a t io n  o p p o r tu n i t ie s

SUSTAINABILITY FOR RECREATION AND 
WILDLIFE



¡ Insert photo of stars alligning

MOVING FORWARD

¡How do we meet these realities… provide high 
quality experiences, appropriate access, 
across a range of settings for these emerging 
activities while protecting wildlife habitat and 
populations?



http://www.nature-rx.org/nature-rx-part-1/

http://www.nature-rx.org/nature-rx-part-1/

