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proposed acHvIRD v «..
sis. Please include hard copies or
internet links to any references to
which you refer. It is important that
reviewers provide their comments
?g such‘ ms;'m ancfiul‘n ‘gt:gh ‘manner
a are use ] agonoefs
Freparaﬂon of the environmental
mpact statement. Thersfore, com-
ments should be provided prior {0
the close of the comment period
and shouid ciearly articulate the
reviewer's concerns and conten-

- tions. Please keep in mind that

comments are not counted as votes

- {an altemative is not selacted

simply because it is most refer-
encag in individual or form letters).
This groposod projact is subject to
the objection process described in
36 CFR 218 Subparts A and B. As
such, individuals and organizations
wishing to be eligible to file &
predecisional ob?acﬁon must mest
the information requirements in 36
CFR 218. Names and contact
information submitted with com-
ments will become part of the public
record and may be released under
the Freédom of Information Act.
Ancnymous comments and com-
ments submitted after the close of
business on the last day of the
comment period will bé accepted
and considered; however, anony-
meous commenters will not be
eligible to file a pradecisionat
cbjection.

Public Meetings: Attend one of
three Forest Service public meet-
ings to learn more about the Rim
Country Project:

* November 12, 2019, 5:30-7:30pm
at the Payson District Office-1009
East Highway 260-Payson, AZ

« December 2, 2019, 5:30-7:30pm
at the Black Mesa District
Office-2748 East Highway
260-Overgaard, AZ

» December 3, 2019, 5:30-7:30pm
at the Arizona Game and Fish
Oftice at 3500 S. Lake Mary
Rd-Flagstaff, AZ

Submitting Comments

We encourage you to use our
electronic options for providing
comments. Electronic comments
including attachments, may be
submitted using the web form at

- https://cara.ecosystem-manageme

nt.org/Public/lCommentinput?proje

- ct=48210. Please note, this option

will not accept comments until the
format 90-day comment period has
started. Comments may aisc be
submitted by email, mail fax or in
person. Commenters may alsc
e-mail electronic comments, includ-
ing attachments, in Word (.doc or
.docx), portable document format
ipdf). rich text format (.rtf), text
.ixt), and hypertext markup lan-
%Jage htmi) to 4fri_comments
fs.fed.us. Please note there is an

underscore (*_") between the words
“4fri" and “comments”.
Wiitten comments must be submit-
ted to: 4FRI Rim Country DEIS ¢/o
Coconino Natlonal Farest Supervi-
sor's Office, 1824 South Thompson
Strest, Flagstaff, AZ 86001. The fax
number is ?328) 527-3620. The
office hours for those submitting
hand-delivered comments are
08:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday
through Fridaty, excluding holidays.
Contact Us: If you have a question
about the Rim Country DEIS or
want to know how o get involved,
contact:
4FRI Pianning Coordinator, Fiobbin
Redman; 9828-527-3635,
robbin.redman @ usda.gov
4FRI NEPA Spacialist, John South-
er: (928) 226-4686, john.souther

@ usda.gov
The USDA is an equal oppertunity
orovider, employer and lendear

UB: Oct, 22, 2019 582
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Bobbie Crosby being duly sworn deposes and says:
That she is the légal- clérk of the Arizona Daily Sun

a newspaper published at Flagstaff, Coconino County, Arizona; that the

hereunto attached, was first published in said newspaper in its issue dated
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Legal No. 562

Legal Notice of Opportunity to
Comment on Draft Environmental
impact Statement

Four-Forest Restoration Initiative,
Apache-Sitgreaves, Coconino, and
Tonto National Foresis 4FRI-Rim
Country DEIS
The Apache Sitgreaves, Coconing
and Tonto Nationa! Forests have
Prepared a Draft Environmental
mpact Statement (DEIS) for the
Four Forest Restoration Initiative
(4FRI) Rim Country Project. This is
the second muiti-forest, landscape-
scale restoration project for 4FRi,
and is the largest planning effort the
Forast Service has undertaken. The
project proposes to conduct rasto- .
ration activities over a 20-year
period or until proposed activities
are completed, with a goal of
increasing forest heaith and resil-
ience and reducing the risks of
uncharacteristically severe fire in
the ponderosa pine and mixed
conifer forests of northern Arizona.
The area affected by the proposed
restoration activities includes
proximately 540,020 acres on.the
Black Mesa and Lakeside Ranger
Districts of the Apache-Sitgreaves
National Forests, 398,880 acres on
the Magolion Rim and Red Rock
Ranger Districts of fhe Coconino
National Forest, and 298,710 acres
on the Payson and Pleasant Vailey
Ranger Districts of the Tonio
National Forest.
The draft EIS documents the
analysis of three alternatives: Alter-
native 1 is the no-action alternative.
Alterngiive 2, the modified pro-
ed action and preferred altema-
tive, would mechanically treat vege-
tation on up to 889,340 acres and
would treat up to 953,130 acres
with prescribed fire. Altemative 3
would mechanically treat up to
483,160 acres and burn up to
520,060 acres. Both of the action
alternatives propose significant
p -level amendments to the
1985 Tonto National LRMP in order
to align it with the best available
sclentific information and the 2012
Mexican Spotted Owl Recovery
Plan, and to account for advances
in mechanized thinning technciogy
and capabilities that allow for
ground-based treatment on slopes
above 40 percent. The DEIS is
available online at www.fs.usda.gov
Igoto/4FRIBImCountry. -
he DEIS includes, as appendices,
project design features that mini-
mize or avoid effects from the
proposed activities; an Implementa-
tion plan with guidanca that will be
by Forest Service personnel
to ensure that treatments and
activities are implemented to meet
the purpose and need and LRMP -
standards and guidelines; anda -
monitoring and ada'aﬁve manage-
ment pian that details the frame-
work and process for monitoring
restoration acfivities.
How to Comment, Timefrarne and
Public Meetings .
We anticipate that the Environmen-
tal P ion Agency will publish
the Notice of Availabil ANOA) for
the DEIS in the Federal Re
Friday, October 18, 2019. Written,
tacsimile, hand delivered, oral and
electronic comments canceming
this action will be accepted for 80
dawlowing that date. The
gu tion date of the NOA in the
ederal Register is the exclusive
“means for calculating the 80-day

- comment petiod for a pr
- action documented in a DEIS,

_Those wishing to comment should
' not rely upon dates or timeline
“information provided by any other

source.
We invite to provide
substantive comments ﬁm
have regarding the *m‘?h’ﬂ i

Gt DEIS that are

Please prc
' forus to mnaldm‘plfn
innhein rafarances
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STATE OF ARIZONA )
County of Maricopa) ss

|, Gary Grado as Managing Editor of the Arizona Capitol Times (AZ), am
authorized by the publisher as agent to make this affidavit of publication. Under
oath, | state that the following is true and correct.

The Arizona Capitol Times (AZ) which is published weekly, is of general
circulation. The notice will be/has been published 1 consecutive times in the
newspaper listed above.

DATES OF PUBLICATION:

10/25/2019

DESCRIPTION:

FOUR FOREST RESTORATION INITIATIVE (4FRI) RIM COUNTRY
PROJECT
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SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME
ONTHE _25th DAY OF__October 2019

MARIA ENGELMANN
Motary Pubgc - State of Arizona
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Legal Notice of Opportunity to Comment on Draft
Environmental Impact Statement
Four-Forest Restoration Initiative, Apache-Sitgreaves,
Coconino, and Tonte National Forests
4FRI-Rim Country DEIS )

The Apache Sitgreaves, Coconino and Torito National Forests
have prepared a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
for the Four Forest Restoration Initiative (4FRI) Rim
Country Project. This is the second multi-forest, land-
scape-scale- restoration project for 4FRI, and is the largest
planning effort the Forest Service has undertaken. The project
proposes to conduct restoration activities over a 20-year period
or until proposed activities are completed, with a goal of
increasing forest health and resilience and reducingithe risks of
uncharacieristically severe fire in the pondercsa pine and
mixed canifer forests of northern Arizona.

The area affected by the proposed restoration activities
includes approximately 540,020 acres on the Black Mesa and
Lakeside Ranger Districts of the Apache-Sitgreaves National
Forests, 398,880 acres on the Mogdlon Rim and Red Rock
Hanger Disfricts of the Coconino National Forest, and 299,710
acres on the Payson and Pleasant Valley Ranger Districts of
the Tonto National Forest.

The draft EIS decuments: the analysis of three alternatives:
Alternative 1 is the no-action alternative. Alternative 2, the
modified proposed action and preferred alternative, would
mechanically freat vegetation on up to 889,340 acres and
would freat upto 953,130 acres with prescribed fire. Alternative
3would mechanically treat up to 483,180 acres and burn up to
520,080 acres. Both of the acfion alternatives propose
significant project-level amendments to the 1985 Tonto
National LRMP in order to align it with the best available
scientific information and the 2012 Mexican Spotted Owl
Recovery Plan, and to account for advances in mechanized
thinning  technology and  capatilies that allow for
ground-based treatment on slopes above 40 percent. The
DEIS is available onfine at

The DEIS includes, as-appendices, project design features that
minimize or avoid effects from the proposed activities; an
imptementation plan with guidance that will be used by Forest
Service personnel to ensure that reatments and activities are
implemented fo meet the pupose and need and LRMP
standards: and guidelines; and a monitoring and adaptive
management plan that details the framework and process for
monitoring restoration aclivities.

How to-Comment, Timeframe and Public Meetings

We. anficipate that the Environmental Protection Agency will
publish the Notice of Availability (NOA). for the DEIS in the
Federal Register on Friday, October 18, 2019. Written,
facsimile, hand deiivered, -oral and electronic comments
concerning this action will be -accepted for 90 days following
that date. The publication date of the NOA in the Federal
Register is the exclusive mearis for calcuating the 90-day
comment: period for a proposed action documented ina DEIS.
Those wishing to: comment should hot rely upon dates or
fimeline information provided by any other source.

Weinvite you to provide any substantive comments you might
have regarding the 4FRI Rim Country Project DEIS that are
within the scope of the project and the decision to be made,
arerspexific to the proposed activities and the project area and
have a direct relationship to the project. Please provide
supporting reasons for us fo consider, If you cite or include
réferences with your comments, please stats specifically how
those references relats to the proposed aclivifies or effects
analysis. Please include hard copies or internet links to any
teferences to which you refer, It is important that reviewers
provide their comments at such fimes-and in such manner that
they are useful to the agency's preparation of the
environmental impact statement. Therefore, comments should
be- provided prior fo the close of the comment period and
should clearly articulate the reviewer's concetns and
contenfions. Pleass keep in mind that commerits aré not
counted as votes (an alternative is notselected simply because
itis most referencedin individual or form letters).

This proposed project is subject to the objection process
described in 36 CFR 218 Subparts A and B. As such,
individuals and organizations wishing to be eligible to: file a
predecisional  objection must meet the information
requirements in 36.CFR 218. Names and contact information
submitted with comments will become part-of the piblic record
and may be released under the Freedom of Information Act.



AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

Anonymous comimerits and comments submitted after the

closeof business on the last day of the comment period will be

accepted and considered;, however, anonymols commenters

willnot beellglbletoflle a predecisional ebjection.

Public Meetings: Attend one of three Forest Service public

meetings tolearn more about the Rim Country Project:

» November 12, 2019, 5:30-7:30pm at the Payson District

Office-1009 East Highway 260- Payson, AZ

* December 2, 2019, 5:30-7:30pm at the Black Mesa District

Office-2748 East Highway 260-Overgaard, AZ

* December 3, 2019, 5:30-7:30pm at the Arizona Game and

Fish Office at 3500 S. Lake Mary Rd-Flagstaff, AZ

Submitting Comments

We encourage you to use our electronic options for providing

comiments. Electronic. comments including attachments, may

be submitted usmg the web form at
v/ , e D

project= 48210 Please note, thls optlon wull not accept
comments until the formal 90-day comment period has started.
Comments may also be submitted by email, mail fax or in
person. Commenters may also e-mail electronic comments,
including atiachments, in Word (.dog or .docex), portable docu-
ment format (pdf), rich text format (rtf) text (txt) and
hypertext markup. language (html) to.4fti .comme Dfs. fed
Please note there is an underscore (* ”) between Ihe words
“4fri” and “comments”.

Written comments must be submitted to: 4FRI Rim Country
DEIS ¢/o Coconino National Forest Supervisor’s Office, 1824
South Thomipson Stieet, Flagstaff, AZ 86001. The fax number
is (928) 527-3620. The office hours for those submitling
hand-delivered comments are 08:00 am. to 400 p.m. Monday
through Friday, excluding holidays.

Contact Us: If you have a question about the Rim Country
DEIS o want o know how fo getmvolved contac L
4FR i b

_omzm.LQmﬂ@us_dgm
4FRl NEPA Specialist, John Solther: {928) 226-4686,

The USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and
lender
10/25, 2019 EDITION ARIZONA CAPITOLTIMES
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Affidavit of Publication
Payson Roundup

STATE OF ARIZONA 10098580

COUNTY OF GILA 10/22/2019

1, Paula VanBuskirk, do solemnly swear that I am Assistant
Bookkeeper of the Payson Roundup, that the same is a
newspaper printed, in whole or in part, and published in the
COUNTY OF GILA, State of Arizona, and has a general
circulation therein; that said newspaper has been published
continuously and uninterruptedly in said COUNTY OF
GILA for a period of more than fifty-two weeks prior to the
first publication of the annexed legal notice or
advertisement; that said newspaper has been admitted to the
United States mails as second-class matter under the
provisions of the Act of March 3, 1879, or any amendments
thereof, and that said newspaper is a newspaper duly
qualified for publishing legal notices and advertisements
within the meaning of the laws of the State of Arizona. That
the annexed legal notice or advertisement was published in
the regular and entire issue of every number of said daily
newspaper for the period of 1.00 consecutive insertions; and
that the first publication of said notice was in the issue of
said newspaper dated October 22 A.D., 2019, and that the
last publication of said notice was in the issue of said
newspaper dated October 22 A.D., 2019. In witness whereof
Thave hereunto set my hand this October 22 A.D., 2019,

7 ﬁ. } " ..?‘{'!.ﬁ . N
“'-u»: o g / y f 3 . @"’; i -f
/ Gaf . Ypder Tozerson

Paula VanBuskirk
Subscribed and sworn to before me, a Notary Public in

and for the COUNTY OF GILA, State of Arizona October
22 AD., 2019.

Julie Lynn Williams, Notary Public

JULIE LYNN WILLIAMS
Notary Public - State of Arizona
GILA COUNTY
Commission # 581541
Expires March 2¢, 2023

17345: 10/22/2019

Legal Notice of Opportunity to
Comment on Draft Environ-
mental Impact Statement
Four-Forest Restoration Initi-
ative, Apache-Sitgreaves,
Coconino, and Tonto National
Forests 4FRI-Rim Country
DEIS

The Apache Sitgreaves,
Coconino and Tonto National
Forests have prepared a
Draft Environmental impact
Statement (DEIS) for the
Four Forest Restoration Initi-
ative (4FRI) Rim Country
Project. This is the second
multi-forest, landscape-scale
restoration project for 4FRI,
and is the largest planning ef-
fort the Forest Service has
undertaken. The project pro-
poses to conduct restoration
activities over a 20-year pe-
riod or until proposed activi-
ties are completed, with a
goal of increasing forest
health and resilience and re-
ducing the risks of uncharac-
teristically severe fire in the
ponderosa pine and mixed
conifer forests of northern Ar-
izona.

The area affected by the pro-
posed restoration activities
includes approximately
540,020 acres on the Black
Mesa and Lakeside Ranger
Districts of the
Apache-Sitgreaves National
Forests, 398,880 acres on
the Mogollon Rim and Red
Rock Ranger Districts of the
Coconino National Forest,
and 299,710 acres on the
Payson and Pleasant Valley
Ranger Districts of the Tonto
National Forest.

The draft EIS documents the
analysis of three alternatives:
Alternative 1 is the no-action
alternative. Alternative 2, the
modified proposed action and
preferred alternative, would
mechanically treat vegetation
on up to 889,340 acres and
would treat up to 953,130 ac-
res with prescribed fire. Alter-
native 3 would mechanically
treat up to 483,160 acres and
burn up to 529,060 acres.
Both of the action alternatives
propose significant
project-level amendments to
the 1985 Tonto National

LRMP in order to align it with
the best available scientific
information and the 2012
Mexican Spotted Owl Recov-
ery Plan, and to account for
advances in mechanized thin-
ning technology and capabili-
ties that allow for
ground-based treatment on
slopes above 40 percent. The
DEIS is available online at
www.fs.usda.gov/goto/4FRIRI
mCountry.

The DEIS includes, as ap-
pendices, project design fea-
tures that minimize or avoid
effects from the proposed ac-
tivities; an implementation
plan with guidance that will
be used by Forest Service
personnel to ensure that
treatments and activities are
implemented to meet the pur-
pose and need and LRMP
standards and guidelines;
and a monitoring and adap-
tive management plan that
details the framework and
process for monitoring res-
toration activities.

How to Comment, Timeframe
and Public Meetings

We anticipate that the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency
will publish the Notice of
Availability (NOA) for the
DEIS in the Federal Register
on Friday, October 18, 2019.
Written, facsimile, hand deliv-
ered, oral and electronic
comments concerning this
action will be accepted for 90
days following that date. The
publication date of the NOA
in the Federal Register is the
exclusive means for calculat-
ing the 90-day comment pe-
riod for a proposed action
documented in a DE!S.
Those wishing to comment
should not rely upon dates or
timeline information provided
by any other source.

We invite you to provide any
substantive comments you
might have regarding the
4FRI Rim Country Project
DEIS that are within the
scope of the project and the
decision to be made, are spe-
cific to the proposed activities
and the project area and have
a direct relationship to the
project. Please provide sup-
porting reasons for us to con-



Affidavit of Publication

Payson Roundup

STATE OF ARIZONA 10098580

COUNTY OF GILA 10/22/2019

I, Paula VanBuskirk, do solemnly swear that I am Assistant
Bookkeeper of the Payson Roundup, that the same is a
newspaper printed, in whole or in part, and published in the
COUNTY OF GILA, State of Arizona, and has a general
circulation therein; that said newspaper has been published
continuously and uninterruptedly in said COUNTY OF
GILA for a period of more than fifty-two weeks prior to the
first publication of the annexed legal notice or
advertisement; that said newspaper has been admitted to the
United States mails as second-class matter under the
provisions of the Act of March 3, 1879, or any amendments
thereof, and that said newspaper is a newspaper duly
qualified for publishing legal notices and advertisements
within the meaning of the laws of the State of Arizona. That
the annexed legal notice or advertisement was published in
the regular and entire issue of every number of said daily
newspaper for the period of 1.00 consecutive insertions; and
that the first publication of said notice was in the issue of
said newspaper dated October 22 A.D., 2019, and that the
last publication of said notice was in the issue of said
newspaper dated October 22 A.D., 2019. In witness whereof
I have hereunto set my hand this October 22 A.D., 2019.

Paula VanBuskirk

Subscribed and sworn to before me, a Notary Public in
and for the COUNTY OF GILA, State of Arizona October
22 AD., 2019.

Julie Lynn Williams, Notary Public

JULIE LYNN WILLIAMS
Notary Pubfic - Sizte of Arizona
GILA COUNTY
Commission ¥ 581541
Expires March 29, 2023

sider. If you cite or include
references with your com-
ments, please state specifica-
lly how those references re-
late to the proposed activities
or effects analysis. Please in-
clude hard copies or internet
links to any references to
which you refer. Itis impor-
tant that reviewers provide
their comments at such times
and in such manner that they
are useful to the agency's
preparation of the environ-
mental impact statement.
Therefore, comments should
be provided prior to the close .
of the comment period and
should clearly articulate the
reviewer's concerns and con-
tentions. Please keep in mind
that comments are not coun-
ted as votes (an aiternative is
not selected simply because
itis most referenced in indi-
vidual or form letters).

This proposed project is sub-
ject to the objection process
described in 36 CFR 218
Subparts A and B. As such,
individuals and organizations
wishing to be eligible to file a
predecisional objection must
meet the information require-
ments in 36 CFR 218. Names
and contact information sub-
mitted with comments will be-
come part of the public rec-
ord and may be released un-
der the Freedom of informa-
tion Act. Anonymous com-
ments and comments submit-
ted after the close of busi-
ness on the last day of the
comment period will be ac-
cepted and considered; how-
ever, anonymous comment-
ers will not be eligible to file a
predecisional cbjection.
Public Meetings: Attend one
of three Forest Service public
meetings to learn more about
the Rim Country Project:

" November 12, 2019,
5:30-7:30pm at the Payson
District Office-1009 East
Highway 260-Payson, AZ

" December 2, 2019,
5:30-7:30pm at the Black
Mesa District Office-2748
East Highway
260-Overgaard, AZ

. December 3, 2019,
5:30-7:30pm at the Arizona
Game and Fish Office at

3500 S. Lake Mary
Rd-Flagstaff, AZ

Submitting Comments

We encourage you to use our
electronic options for provid-
ing comments. Electronic
comments including attach-
ments, may be submitted us-
ing the web form at
https://cara.ecosystem-mana
gement.org/Public/Commentl
nput ?project=48210. Please
note, this option will not ac-
cept comments until the for-
mal 80-day comment period
has started. Comments may
also be submitted by email,
mail fax or in person. Com-
menters may also e-mail
electronic comments, includ-
ing attachments, in Word
(.doc or .docx), portable doc-
ument format (pdf), rich text
format (.rif), text (.bxt), and
hypertext markup language
(html) to
4fri_comments@fs.fed.us.
Please note there is an un-
derscore ("_") between the
words "4fri" and "comments".
Written comments must be
submitted to: 4FRI Rim Coun-
try DEIS cfo Coconino Na-
tional Forest Supervisor's Of-
fice, 1824 South Thompson
Street, Flagstaff, AZ 86001.
The fax number is (928)
527-3620. The office hours
for those submitting
hand-delivered comments are
08:00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday, exciuding
holidays.

Contact Us: If you have a
question about the Rim
Country DEIS or want to
know how to get involved,
contact:

4FRI Planning Coordinator,
Robbin Redman:
928-527-3635,
robbin.redman@usda.gov
4FRI NEPA Specialist, John
Souther: (928) 226-4686,
john.souther@usda.gov

The USDA is an equal oppor-
tunity provider, employer and
lender
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THE ARIZONA REPUBLIC

PO Box 194, Phoenix, Arizona 85001-0194

Phone 1-602-444-7315 Fax 1-877-943-0443

PNI-Arizona Republic AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

COCONINO NATIONAL FO
1824 S THOMPSON ST
FLAGSTAFF, AZ 86001-2693

Order #0003857591 # of Affidavits
P.O# AFRI Notice
Published Date(s):
10/23/19
STATE OF WISCONSIN
SS.

COUNTY OF BROWN

I, being first duly sworn, upon oath
deposes and says: That | am the legal
clerk of the Arizona Republic, a newspaper
of general circulation in the counties of
Maricopa, Coconino, Pima and Pinal, in
the State of Arizona, published weekly at
Phoenix, Arizona, and that the copy hereto
attached is a true copy of the
advertisement published in the said paper
on the dates indicated.

o =
-/ Sworn to before me this

23 RD day of
OCTOBER 2019

Ohghi

Notamblic Y
My Commission expires: Q” q& ’

Legal Notice
Opportunity to comment on the Forest
Service 4 Forest Restoration Initiative
(4FRI) Rim Country Draft Environ-
mental Impact Statement (DEIS) along
with a list of upcoming public
meétings/open  houses on this project
can be found on the 4FRI internet
website at: www.fs.usda.gov/goto/4FRI
RimCountry. This is a 90-day comment
Ji‘eriod that began on October 19th, 2019.
'he project is located on the Apache-
-Sitgreaves, Coconino, and Tonto
National Forests. For more information
on the 11))rojec1‘. contact Robbin Redman
at robbin.redman@usda.gov or call
928-527-3635.The DEIS proposes a suite
of restoration actions across the forests
over a period of 20 years. It was: devel-
oped in collaboration with many indi-
viduals, groups and agencies. There are
2 action alternatives and a no-action al-
ternative. We encourage you to use our
electronic comments options which may
be submitted using the web form at: hit
ps://cara.ecosystem-management.org/P
ublic/CommentInput?project=48210. Or
you may choose to email comments, in-
cluding attachments, in Word, pdf, rif,
txt, or html to: 4fri_comments@fs.fed.u
s. Comments may also be submitted b;
fax  (928-527-3620), mail (1824 g
Thompson St, Flagstaff, AZ 86001), or
in persen (8 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. M-F).
‘Those who provide comments during
this comment period are eligible to par-
ticipate in the administrative review.
Anonymous comments and comments
submitted after the close of business on
the last day of the comment period will
not provide the commenter standing for
administrative review. In order to en-
sure full consideration of your com-
ments, please submit them before the
close of business on Jan 16th, 2020.
Pub: Oct 23, 2019
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State of Arizona )

) ss.

County of Navajo )

Legal Notice of Opportunity to Com-
ment on Draft Environmental Impact
Statement
Four-Forest Restoration Initiative,
Apache-Sitgreaves, Coconino, and
Tonto National Forests 4FRI-Rim
Country DEIS
The Apache Sitgreaves, Coconino and
Tonto National Forests have prepared
a Draft Environmental impact State-
ment (DEIS) for the Four Forest
Restoration Initiative (4FRI) Rim Coun-
try Project. This is the second multi-
forest, landscape-scale restoration
project for 4FRI, and is the largest
planning effort the Forest Service has
undertaken. The project proposes 1o
conduct restoration activities over a
20-year period or until proposed activi-
ties are completed, with a goal of in-
creasing forest health and resilience
and reducing the risks of uncharacter-
istically severe fire in the ponderosa
pine and mixed conifer forests of

northern Arizona.

The area affected by the proposed
restoration activities includes approxi-
mately 540,020 acres on the Black
Mesa and Lakeside Ranger Districts of
the Apache-Sitgreaves National
Forests, 398,880 acres on the Mogol-
lon Rim and Red Rock Ranger Dis-
tricts of the Coconino National Forest,
and 299,710 acres on the Payson and
Pleasant Valley Ranger Districts of the
Tonto National Forest.

The draft EIS documents the analysis
of three atternatives: Alternative 1 is
the no-action akernative. Alternative 2,
the modified proposed action and pre-
ferred altemative, would mechanically
treat vegetation on up to 889,340
acres and would treat up to 953,130
acres with prescribed fire. Alternative 3
would mechanically treat up to
483,160 acres and burn up to 529,060
acres. Both of the action allernatives
propose significant project-level
amendments to the 1985 Tonto Na-
tional LRMP in order o align it with the
best available scientific information
and the 2012 Mexican Spotted Owl
Recovery Plan, and to account for ad-
vances in mechanized thinning tech-
nolegy and capabilities that allow for
ground-based freatment on slopes
ahove 40 percent. The DEIS is avail-
able. online at
www.fs.usda.gov/goto/4FRIRIMmCoun

try.

The DEIS includes, as appendices,
project design features that minimize
or avoid effects from the proposed ac-
tivities; an implementation plan with
guidance that will be used by Forest
Service personnel to ensure that treat-
ments and activities are implemented
to meet the purpase and need and
LRMP standards and guidelines; and a
monitoring and adaptive management
plan that details the framework and
pracess for monitoring restoration ac-
tivities.

How fo Comment, Timeframe and
Public Meetings

We anticipate that the Environmental
Protection Agency will publish the No-
tice of Availability (NOA) for the DEIS
in the Federal Register on Friday, Oc-
tober 18, 2019. Written, facsimile,
hand delivered, oral and electronic
comments concerning this action will
be accepted for 90 days foliowing that
date. The publication date of the NOA
in the Federal Register is the exclusive
means for calculating the 90-day com-
ment period for a proposed action doc-
umented in a DEIS. Those wishing to
comment should not rely upon dates or
timeline information provided by any
other source.

We invite you to provide any substan-
tive comments you might have regard-
ing the 4FRI Rim Country Project DEIS
that are within the scope of the project
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ternet links 1o any refarences to which
you refer. lt is important that reviewers
provide their comments at such times
and in such manner that they are use-
ful fo the agency's preparation of the
environmental  impact  statement.
Therefore, comments should be pro-
vided prior 1o the close of the comment
peariod and should clearly articulate the
reviewer's concems and contentions.
Please keep in mind that comments
are not counted as votes (an altema-
tive is not selected simply because it is
most referenced in individual or form
letters).

This proposed project is subject to the
objection process described in 36 CFR
218 Subparts A and B. As such, indi-
viduals and organizations wishing to
be eligible to file a predecisional abjec-
tion must meet the information require-
ments in 36 CFR 218. Names and con-
tact information submitted with com-
ments will become part of the public
record and may be released under the
Freedom of Information Act. Anony-
mous comments and comments sub-
mitted after the close of business on
the last day of the comment period will
be accepted and considered; however,
anonymous commenters will not be el-
igible 1o file a predecisional objection.
Public Meetings: Attend one of three
Forest Service public meetings 1o learn
more about the Rim Country Project:

« November 12, 2019, 5:30-7:30pm at
the Payson District Office-1009 East
Highway 260-Payson, AZ

« December 2, 2019, 5:30-7:30pm at
the Black Mesa District Office-2748
East Highway 260-Overgaard, AZ

¢ December 3, 2019, 5:30-7:30pm at
the Arizona Game and Fish Office at
3500 S. Lake Mary Rd-Flagstaff, AZ
Submitting Comments

We encourage youl to use our electron-
ic options for providing comments.
Electronic comments including attach-
ments, may be submitted using the
web form at htips:/cara.ecosystem
-management.org/Public/Commentin .
put?project=48210. Please nots, this
option will not accept comments until
the formal 90-day comment period has
starfed. Comments may also be sub-
mitted by email, mail fax or in person.
Commenters may also e-mail electron-
ic comments, including attachments, in
Word (.doc or .docx), portable docu-
ment format (pdf), rich text format (.rtf),
text (.bxt), and hypertext markup lan-
guage (himl) 1t 4fri_comments@f
s.fed.us. Please note there is an un-
derscare (“_") between the words “4fri"
and “comments”.

Written comments must be submitted
to: 4FRI Rim Country DEIS ¢/o Coconi-
no National Forest Supervisor's Office,
1824 South Thompson  Street,
Flagstaff, AZ 86001. The fax number is
(928) 527-3620. The office hours for
those submitting hand-delivered com-
ments are 08:00 a.m. fo 4:00 p.m.
Manday through Friday, excluding hol-
idays.

Contact Us: If you have a question
about the Rim Country DEIS or want to
know how to get involved, contact:

4FRI Planning Coordinator, Robbin
Redman: 928-527-3635, robbin.red-
man @usda.gov

4FRI NEPA Specialist, John Souther:
(928) 226-4686, john.souther@usda.-
gov

The USDA is an equal opportunity
provider, employer and lender

Published in White Motintain Indepen-
dent #58818, F, October 25, 2019
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