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available on private lands, limited access is the most logical way to provide these opportunities on 
National Forest System lands.  

Travel Opportunities And Restrictions. Authority for management of the road and trail system and 
other areas of the Forest is Secretary of Agriculture Regulations Title 36 Parts 261.12, 261.13, 261.54, 
261.55, 261.56 and 295. Wilderness areas are closed to mechanical use under 36 CFR 293.6. Parts of 
the Rio Grande Wild and Scenic River are closed to motorized use under Executive Order 11644 
and11989 and 83 CFR Part 8340. 

Most of the closure areas are closed or restricted in the sense that cross-country vehicle travel is not 
permitted. Insofar as possible, opportunities have been identified for use by jeeps, motorcycles, 
snowmobiles, ATVs, horseback riders and cross-country skiers. 

The areas restricted or closed will not necessarily remain unchanged in the years to come. The process 
of regulating use is designed to change and meet new public needs and demands. It will be “fine-tuned” 
to reflect new information about vehicle impacts on wildlife, watershed, range and timber, as well as 
effects on other kinds of recreation and changing patterns of use. 

Outside of restricted areas, many roads constructed for timber harvesting and other purposes have been 
“put to bed". Drainage and revegetation measures have been installed to permit these roads to heal and 
stabilize. These situations can be recognized by physical barriers, such as earth berms, ditches, or signs. 

When fire danger is extreme, travel on the Forest may be restricted to certain roads or areas. 

Standards and Guidelines 

MOTOR VEHICLE USE MAP (MVUM)… Motor vehicle use off the designated system of roads, trails, and 
areas is prohibited, except as identified on the motor vehicle use map or unless specifically authorized 
under a written authorization issued under Federal law or regulations by an authorized officer. Roads and 
trails open to motor vehicle use are designated by vehicle class and, if appropriate, by time of year 
pursuant to 36 CFR 212.51. Designated roads, trails, and areas shall be identified on a motor vehicle use 
map that is available to the public pursuant to 36 CFR 212.56. 

TRANSPORTATION ANALYSIS... Transportation investments by individuals, other agencies or the 
Forest Service will be located and constructed to meet long term needs based on a transportation 
analysis which considers planned resource objectives. 

LOCAL TERMINAL ROADS... Local terminal roads shall be drained and closed promptly after the end of 
resource management activities. Temporary roads shall be drained, obliterated, and revegetated 
immediately after the timber purchaser has finished using it. 

ROAD MAINTENANCE...  
• Maintain the transportation system at a cost efficient level in terms of operations, and reconstruction. 

Road maintenance activities will generally be conducted primarily for protection of forest resources, 
road investment, user safety, and only secondarily for user comfort. When roads in need of 
maintenance cannot be serviced, they will be closed if unacceptable resource damage is occurring or if 
they are unsafe. 

• • Evaluate all travelways to determine if they are needed and should be on the Forest Development 
Road or Trail System and whether their use is covered under an approved operating plan or special use 
permit. Road management plans will be reviewed or developed for all Forest Development Roads every 
five years and will include updating transportation maps and inventory. Where appropriate, roads will be 
covered under either a special use permit or operating plan. 

DOUBLE LANE STDS... Reconstruct roads to a double lane standard only when traffic analysis indicates 
that a single lane will not safely and economically handle the projected traffic. 






