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W
ELCOME TO THE LYNX LAKE  

RECREATION AREA
Lynx Lake is one of the m

ost popular recreation spots in 
central Arizona. M

ild w
eather, a serene 55-acre lake, and 

opportunities for fishing, hiking, m
ountain biking, bird 

w
atching, gold panning, sw

im
m
ing, boating, and view

ing 
archeological sites attract visitors year after year. 

USE FEES
The cam

ping and day-use fees charged in the Lynx Lake 
Recreation Area are authorized under the Federal Lands 
Recreation Enhancem

ent Act. Fees are used to m
aintain 

and im
prove facilities and services in the area.  

Day-use sites require a daily use fee. Paym
ent can be	

m
ade w

ith cash, check, or credit card at the N
orth and	

South Shore inform
ation boards. Paym

ent at one site	
allow

s use at all day-use sites on the Prescott N
ational	

Forest for that day. Am
erica the Beautiful passes and	

Prescott N
ational Forest passes are valid at all day-use	

sites on the forest. All passes are available for purchase	
at the Bradshaw

/Chino and Verde Ranger District offices.

W
ednesdays are free days. 

BOATING
Electric and gas m

otors under 10 horsepow
er are allow

ed 
on Lynx Lake, as are oar-, paddle-, and sail-pow

ered boats.  

FISHING
Arizona Departm

ent of Gam
e and Fish periodically stocks 

the lake w
ith trout and other fish species. A valid State 

fishing license and trout stam
p are required for anglers 

age 10 and older (w
w
w
.azgfd.gov).

TRAILS
Several m

iles of trails are open to hikers, horses, and 
bicyclists. There are no m

otorized trails in the Lynx Lake 
area. E-bikes are only allow

ed on designated trails. 

SW
IMMING

Sw
im
m
ing is allow

ed. Please stay clear of the boat ram
p 

and do not interfere w
ith boaters.

GET IN TOUCH

PRESCOTT NATIONAL FOREST
Bradshaw

 and Chino Valley Ranger Districts 	
344 S. Cortez St.	
Prescott, AZ 86303	
Phone: 928-443-8000

OR VISIT 
w
w
w
.fs.usda.gov/prescott

YOUR RECREATION FEES PRODUCED  
THIS BROCHURE. THANK YOU VERY 
M

UCH FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
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62 - Ranch
3.1

A1
M
oderate

From
 H
w
y. 69 go south about .5 m

ile on 
W
alker Road to the Ranch Trail (62) Trailhead 

on the w
est side of the road.

 
 

Great view
s of Lynx Creek and Lynx Lake. Connects to Trail 9854 and W

atershed 
Trail. Rem

em
ber safety in sharing the trail: bikes yield to hikers and horses. 	

A sm
all part of this trail is part of the Prescott Circle Trail.

95 - Salida Gulch
4.2

A4, B4, C3
M
oderate

From
 H
w
y. 69 go south on W

alker Road about 
1.5 m

iles. Turn left at Lynx Creek Ruin turnoff 
(FR 9401T) and drive 1 m

ile to the trailhead. 
Take Trail 9263 across Lynx Creek just before 
the gate to get to Trail 95 sign.

 
 

An enjoyable loop trail. The trail show
cases everything from

 prickly pear cactus 	
to ponderosa pine and riparian w

illow
s.

301 - Lynx Creek Ruin
0.5

A3
Easy

From
 H
w
y. 69 go south on W

alker Road about 
1.5 m

iles. Take a left at Lynx Creek Ruin turn 
off (FR 9401T) to Lynx Ruin Trailhead.

Short interpretive trail through pinon and juniper to an observation platform
 	

at a prehistoric ruin. Fee is $5.

305 - H
om

estead
7.0

A2, B3
M
oderate

Lynx Creek Ruin Trailhead, Ranch Trailhead, 
or Trail 297.

 

Bew
are at road crossings! This trail connects to several sites and other trails. 	

Bikes yield to hikers.

311 - Lynx Recreation
2.3

C3
Easy

Lynx N
orth Shore, Lynx South Shore, 	

or Lynx and H
illtop Cam

pgrounds.
 

 

A popular hiking trail that goes around Lynx Lake. The w
est side is paved and 

accessible to w
heelchairs. Fee is $5. Equestrian use prohibited. M

ost of the trail is 
easy; the last road crossing heading south clim

bs steeply.

745 - H
oot O

w
l

5
C2, F4

M
oderate

U
se Sm

ith Ravine or 7 M
ile Gulch Trailhead.

 
 

 
 

Rem
em

ber safety in sharing the trail: bikes yield to hikers and horses. ATVs 	
and m

otorcycles ride responsibly and stay on trails, tread lightly, and w
atch 	

out for others.

9854 - Sevenm
ile

3.1
C1, C2

Difficult
From

 H
w
y 69 go south on W

alker Road about 
2.5 m

iles. Trailhead is on the right.
 

 
 

 

Connects W
alker Road (CO

 57) to W
atershed Trail and to Senator H

ighw
ay (CO

 56). 
Rem

em
ber safety in sharing the trail: bikes yield to hikers and horses. ATVs and 

m
otorcycles ride responsibly and stay on trails, tread lightly, and w

atch out for others.

NEED A FEW
 GOOD REASONS  

TO LEASH YOUR DOG?    
•	Leashes protect dogs from

 becom
ing lost and 	

from
 w
ildland hazards, such as porcupines, 

m
ountain lions, snakes, and sick, injured, 	

or rabid anim
als. 

•	U
nleashed dogs harass, injure, and 	

som
etim

es kill w
ildlife. 

•	U
nleashed dogs intim

idate other hikers 	
and their dogs, depriving them

 of 	
the peace w

ildlands provide. 

•	Failure to leash your dog could 	
result in a fine.  

SHARE THE TRAIL 
Trail etiquette is an im

portant part of 
keeping trails safe and fun for everyone. 
Please rem

em
ber to: 

•	Respect other users.
•	Be friendly and courteous.
•	Bicyclists yield to horses and hikers. 
H
ikers yield to horses. Stop to allow

 horses to pass safely. 
•	Dow

nhill traffic yields to uphill. W
hen in doubt, yield. 

•	W
arn people w

hen you are planning to pass. 
•	U

sing trails w
ith headphones is dangerous; avoid their use. 

•	Bicyclists: Anticipate other users around corners and 
control your speed. 

•	E-bikes are only allow
ed on designated trails.

W
ILDLIFE CLOSURE

The east side of Trail 311 and 
portions of Trail 94 are closed each 
year from

 Decem
ber 1 to June 

30 to allow
 for the nesting of bald 

eagles. The bald eagle is a threatened 
species and requires no hum

an 
disturbance to produce viable offspring. This 
closure includes portions of the trail on the dam

.  

LYNX LAKE STORE  
AND MARINA
Located at N

orth Shore day-use area, 
the store is open from

 late spring to 	
early fall. Restaurant hours vary by 
season. For m

ore inform
ation, call 	

928-778-0720. The store operates 	
under a special use perm

it from
 the 	

Prescott N
ational Forest.  

HIGHLANDS CENTER FOR 
NATURAL HISTORY
This non-profit organization has a 
learning center and trail system

 
along W

alker Road. The center 
offers outdoor science education for 
visitors of all ages, focusing on the unique ecology 	
of the Central Arizona H

ighlands. For m
ore inform

ation, 	
call 928-776-9550. The center operates under a special 	
use perm

it from
 the Prescott N

ational Forest. 

LYNX LAKE RECREATION AREA


