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PREFACE

This Land and Resource Management Plan has been developed for the Humboldt
National Forest. For information pertaining to the development of this
plan, details can be provided by:

Forest Supervisor
Humboldt Naticonal Forest
976 Mountain City Highway

Elko, NV 89801

A. Applicable Laws and Regulatlons

The principal acts providing direction for developing this Land and Resource
Management Plan are:

1. Multiple Use and Sustained ¥Yield Act of 1960

2. National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969

3. Forest Rangeland Resources Planning Act (RPA) of 19TH
4. National Forest Management Act (NFMA) of 1976

RPA requires the Forest Service to conduct an assessment or inventory of the
Nation's renewable resources and develop a program for use of the resources.
The assessment includes the determination of the capability of all National
Forest lands to provide varlous goods and services, Jt also includes an
estimation of future demands for those goods and services.

B. Public Review and Appeal

If any particular provision of this proposed action, or the application
thereof to any person or circumstances, is held invalid, the remainder of
the proposed action and the application of such provision to other persons
or circumstances shall not be affected thereby.

The right to request an administrative appeal of the Regional Forester's
decision to approve a Forest Plan is contained in 36 CFR 211.18 (d}, which
describes the appeal process. Intermedlate declsions made during the
planning process prior to the approval or disapproval decislions are not
reviewable.

THIS DOCUMENT PRESENTS A MANAGEMENT STRATEGY
FOR THE NEXT 10 TO 15 YEARS
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CHAPTER |

FOREST PLAN INTRODUCTION

A. Purpose of the Forest Plan

The Foresi Flsrn guides all natural resource msnagement activities and estab-
lishes mansgement standards and guidelines for the Humboldt National Forest.
It describes resource management practices, levels of resource production
and nanagement, and the availability and suitability of lands for resource
ranagement.

The Forest Plan embodies the provisions of the NFMA, the regulations, and
other guiding documerts. The prescriptions and slandards ard guidelines are
a sielerent of Lthe Flan's rahagement direction; hawever, the project ocut-
puts, services, and rates of implementation are dependent on ithe annual bud-
geting process.

B. Relationship of the Forest Plan to Other Documents

Development of the Forest Plan takes place within the framework ¢of Forest
Service Regional and National planning. The relationship among different
plannirg levels is shown as follows:

Congressional Acts

Naticnal level
Forest Service planning through the
Regional Guide for the Intermountain Region through
Renewable Resource Assessment and Program (RPA)

Fegional planning level through the
Regional Guide for the Intermountain Region

Forest level planning through the
HBumboldt National Forest
Lard & Resources Management Flan

The EPA Program sets the National direction and output levels for the
National Forest system lands. Jt 1s based on suitability and compatability
information from each Forest Service Region.

Fach Forest Service BRegion distributes its share of national production
targets to each of i1ts Forests. The share each National Forest receives is
based on detailed information gathered at the Forest level.

The Land and Resource Mznagement Flan validates or provides a basis for
changing production levels assigned by the Region. Activities and projects
are planned and implemenied by the Forest to carry out the direction
developed in the Forest Flan. Information frow all the National Forests in
the Region was used in developing the Intermountaln Regional Guide.
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Roadless areas have been reevaluated in this planning process. A recommen-
dation for future management of the areas has beén made. Congressional
legislation will be needed to designate recommended areas as wilderness.
Details concerning the roadless area analysis are in Appendix C of the
Appendix document.

The Forest Plan is the selected alternative of the FEIS and is based on the
various considerations which have been addressed in the FEIS. The planning
process and the analysis procedure which were used in developing this Plan,
as well as the other alternatives that were considered, are deseribed or
referenced 1n the FEIS, Activities and projects will be tied to the
accompanying FEIS as provided for in 40 CFR 1502.20. The local project
environmental analysis will use the data and evaluations in the Plan and
FEIS as its basas.

C. Plan Structure

This plan provides the long term direction for managing the Humboldt
National Forest. It contains the overall directions and activities whaich
will be required to achieve the desired state of the Forest. Management
area maps indicate where the activities will oceccur.

The Forest Plan contains management direction for the Humboldt National
Forest. The FEIS described the alternatives considered in arriving at that
direction and assessed the environmental effects of implementing the Plan
and other alternatives.

The Forest Plan is organized into five chapters:

Chapter I. Forest Plan Introduction

Chapter II. Analysis of the Management Situation

Chapter IIZX. Plan Responses to Issues, Concerns, and Opportunities
Chapter IV. Forest Management Direction

Chapter V. Implementation of the Forest Plan

Detalls concerning the various subsections and pages are found in the Table
of Contents.

The chapter titled "Forest Management Direction® deals with the multiple use
goals and objectives. It also lists the management practices and standards
and guidelines, Forest-wide and for management of specific areas. The
"Implementation of the Forest Plan®™ chapter deals with the means to
implement the plan and evaluate and wmonitor the effects of wanagement
practices. All glossary and Appendix references can be found in the
separate Appendix document.

Maps displaying various resources and associated mahagement activities were
included 1in a map packet enclosed with the draft FPlan. A new Plan map
reflecting changes wmade in the Preferred Alternative is enclesed. By
studying the map concurrently with the Forest Plan, the reader can better
understand the proposed action.



D. Forest Description

The Humboldt National Forest is located in Nevada. The gross area
administered by the Forest is 2,680,440 acres. The net National Forest
acres within the Administrative Unit are 2,527,929. The Forest makes up 3.6
percent of the State of Nevada. The National Forest lands are located in
five counties:

Elko, Humboldt, Lincoln, Nye and White Pine

The Forest Supervisor 15 headquartered in Elko, Nevada. There are Ranger
District offices in Mountain City, Wells, Ely and Winnemucca in Nevada and
in Buhl, Idaho.

The Humboldt National Forest manages lands located in the Independence
Mountains, Wild Horse Range, the Mahoganies, Copper Mountains, Jarbidge
Mountains, Fast Humboldts, BRuby Mountains, Schell Creek Division, Ward
Mountain Division, Snake Division, Mount Moriah Division, Quinn Canyon
Range, Grant Range, White Pine Division and Santa Rosa Range.

The Forest provides a wide range of resources and opportunities including:
timber, range, wildlife, watershed, developed and dispersed recreation,
wilderness and minerals.
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CHAPTER I

ANALYSIS OF THE MANAGEMENT SITUATION SUMMARY

A, INTRODUCTION

This chapter describes the present condition of each Forest resource and the
environment affected by implementing any of the alternatives. Future demand
for Forest resources, the Forest's ability to supply that demand, and the
expected future condition of the resources are summarized. Information in
this chapter was drawn primarily from the ™Analysis of the Management
Situation®™ (AMS), approved in June 1984. 1/

B. PHYSICAL AND BIOLOGICAL SETTING

The Humboldt National Forest manages mountain lands located in northern and
eastern Nevada. National Fores{ administered lands are located in two major
geographic areas:

- The northern portions of the Mountain City and Jarbidge Ranger Districts
are located within the Snake River Plains.

- The southern portions of the Mountain City and Jarbidge Ranger Distriets,
and the Ruby Mountains, Ely, and the Santa Rosa Ranger Districts are located
within the Great Basin.

The Forest boundary encompasses 2,680,440 acres of which 2,527,929 are
National Forest administered land. The remaining 152,511 acres are owned by
State and local governments or private concerns.

The Forest is divided into five Ranger Districts:

- Mountain City District: Headquartered in Mountain City, Nevada.
Administers the Independence, Bull Run and Copper Mountains in Elko County.

- Ruby Mountains District: Headquartered in Wells, Nevada. Administers
the East Humboldt and Ruby Mountain Ranges in Elko and northern White Pine
Counties.

- Jarbidge District: Headquartered in Buhl, Idaho. Administers the
Jarbidge Mountains of Elko County.

~ Ely District: Headquartered in Ely, Nevada. Administers the Schell Creek,
Snake, Ward, and northern portions of the White Pine Ranges in White Pine
County. The Grant Range, southern portion of the White Pine Range, and
northern portion of the Quinn Canyon Range are in Nye County. The southern
most extremity of the Quinn Canyon Range is located in Lincoln County.

- Santa Rosa District: Headquartered in Winnemucca, Nevada. Administers
the Santa Rosa Range in Humboldt County.

1/ The AMS is available for review at the Forest Supervisor's Office.
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C. FECONOMIC AND SOCIAL SETTING
ZON UENCE

The HBumboldt National Forest primary zone of influence is the communities
and counties in northern and eastern Nevada within and adjacent to the
Forest that are directly influenced by Forest policies and decisions. It
includes five counties in Nevada: Elko, Humboldt, Lincoln, Nye and White
Pine.

Although most of Nevada's population resides in urban areas (85% in 1980),
the population in the primary zone of influence remains predominantly rural
with only 37 percent living in urban areas. The counties are large and
sparsely populated. As of 1980, 47,650 people lived within the primary zone
of influence which covers 64,500 square miles of 1land. Population 1s
expected to increase by 2 percent per year from 1980 to 2000. Personal
income 1s projected to increase by 4.6 percent per year between 1979 and
2000; a significantly higher increase than projected for the nation as a
whole.

The major source of the zone's economy is services (including gambling and
tourism), government, and trade,. Mining and agriculture, although
secondary, continue to contribute significantly to 1local and state
economies. In 1978 the zone produced 41 percent of the State's total
agricultural market valuej 64 percent of this value was livestock
production. Projections indicate that the structure of the local economies
will remain stable over the period 1980 to 2000.

TABLE II-1--Economic Indicators, Past Trends, and Baseline Projections
for Primary Zone of Influence (1978 dollars)

AT P iy e e e e e A B ek D D D A S A P S A B S G M S T e W G A A A U P Y S T . S e S G A D Tl Y P Y 4 OV Y St o

Past Trends Baseline

B Y g Sy P (A G g - - - - — - - -

e e L A A Sk Sk M e S B S S o S (v e e o o Y M Bl M D D D S U e G S S S e o o s e el (A A D e L P A S e v e e e ey e e e s e A

Population (M Persons)3/ 37.6 38.4 40,2 Uu3.5 52.7 58.4 64.1
Income (MM$)1/ 201.7T 237.4 278.8 33.0 b70.8 598.8 T30.3
Employment (M Persons)1/ 22.2 21.9 22.7 24.6 28.0 30.2 31.0

Payments under 25% (Fund
in lieu of taxes) (M$)2/ NA NA NA 87.8 85.7 100.0 120.0

W Y S S e S S B A S N Y S U TS 4 e e S e M D D G D G S D S P T O W D W R R G A (A . S S S S S A e A A S P Y e

1/ Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional Economic Information
System.
2/ Source: Department of Interior (Figures are calculated from all Pederal

land in the counties.)
3/ Source: Fiscal and Accounting Management, Intermountain Region, Forest
Service.
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The secondary zone of influence 1s that area which ls indirectly impacted
by Forest policy and decisions. This area includes counties 1in southern
Idaho and western Utah which are affected by the Forest's decisions on
livestock grazing. The =zone also includes a larger area of Nevada,
difficult to define, because of the many recreational opportunities which
attract visitors from all over Nevada.

D. RESOURCE ELEMENTS

1. RECREATION

In 1983, the Forest recorded 579,000 recreation visitor days, despite being
a considerable distance from any major population center. Reno to the west,
Las Vegas, to the south, and Salli Lake City, to the east all have major
recreation destination areas closer than the Humboldt National Forest. The
recreational opportunity speetrum (ROS) is highly diversified and includes
camping, picnicking, driving for pleasure, helicopter skiing, crosa-country
skiing, snowmobiling, hiking, hunting and fishing.

a. - lic

Presently, there are 26 developed camping and picnic sites on the Forest.

Distribution of the developed recreation facilities by Ranger District is
shown in Table II-2.

TABLE II-2: Developed Recreational Facilities

Ranger District Campground Pienic Scenico/Interpretive
Mountain City 2 0 0
Ruby Mountains 3 2 1
Jarbidge y 0 0
Ely 8 5 y
Santa Rosa 1 1 0
TOTAL 18 8 5

Maost of the use of developed facilities occurs during the summer months and
fall hunting season, Total recreation capacity on these developed sites is
3,075 persons-at-one~time (PAOTs). Presently 16 of the 26 sites are
designated as fee areas. In 1981, returns to the Treasury from these sites
was $18,416.

Interest in recreational activities grew after the World War II population
boom and the proliferation of the automobile and improved highways. Most of
the Forest's campgrounds were rehabilitated and expanded during the 1960's
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as a result of this increased use. In the twenty years since then, many
sites have deteriorated substantially. Deterioration includes loss of
vegetation, compaction and loss of topsoll, development of tralls, exposure
of tree roots, and streambank breakdown. These impacts, along with
vandalism, degrade the appearance of the picnic areas and campgrounds.

In recent years, construetion and rehabilitation of recreational facilities
has declined because Forest Service budgets have been reduced and some human
resource programs have been eliminated. The outlook for the next several
years is for no new construction of recreational facilities. Current
funding allows little more than minimal operation and maintenance.

In the future, more intensive recreational use will result in further
overcrowding, additional site deterioration, greater wear on facilities, and
increasing social problems such as vandalism. Eventually some campgrounds
wlll be closed for health and safety reasons while heavily used areas will
be operated over a shorter season. This reduction in services will occur
Jjust as demand for use of the sites 1s increasing, due to overall statewide
population growth coupled with increased mineral and power developments in
the area. Demand for developed recreation sites is expected to exceed
supply by the decade 1990 - 2000.

b. Developed Recreation - Private

Developed recreation~private includes group organization camps, outfitter
guides, recreation residences and other recreational opportunities provided
by private enterprise under special use permits from the Forest Service.
Peak use was 18,000 recreation visitor days (RVDs) in 1970 and in 1980 a
total of 15,500 RVDs was measured at these sites.

Most existing developed sites are operating at a reduced service management
level. Only minor maintenance and rehabilitation efforts are being
conducted.

Summer home use on the Forest will remain at a fixed level for the immediate
future. No new homesites will be established and no additional permits will
be iasued. If a skl area is established on the Forest, the proportion of
private sector recreation would increase, but total recreational use would
rise only slightly.

Since 1970, use of private recreation sites has fluctuated greatly but is
expected to remain stable or increase slightly in the next few years and
then remain relatively fixed.

¢. Dispersed Recreation

Dispersed recreation is recrestional use away from developed sites.
Opportunities for dispersed recreation on the Humboldt National Forest
include: hiking, backpacking, pienicking, camping, gathering forest
products, driving for pleasure, fishing, hunting, boating, mountain
¢limbing, swimming, horseback riding, general 1leisure and sightseeing.
Winter dispersed recreation includes cross-country and helicopter skiing,
snowmoblling, snow-shoeing, ice fishing, and snow play.
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Actual dispersed use and its impacts are difficult to measure and manage.
In 1980 the reported dispersed recreational use of the Forest was 347,000
recreational visitor days. Vehicle use, including four-wheel drives and
snowmoblles, emphasis on hunting and fishing, and the more common pursuits
such as hiking, horseback riding, gathering pinenuts, ete., have all
increased 1in proportion with the population growth. The Wheeler Peak and
Ruby Mountaln Scenle Areas serve as a magnet to bring outside people 1into
the area.

Dispersed recreation areas receive intense use on weekends and holidays,
with areas near water belng the most popular. Some groups of Forest users
compete for use of recreational areas, such as hikers and motorbikers,
snowmebilers and cross-country skiers, and off-road vehicle wusers and
hunters.

Currently, management of dispersed recreation 1s being conducted at a
less than standard level. Maintenance and patrolling of most dispersed sites
1s done in conjunction with other fileld activities. Only a minimum amount
of t{trail maintenance work oecurs on the Forest annually. Monitoring
activities +to ensure compliance with existing off-road vehicle plans are
minimal.

The capacity of the Forest for dispersed recreation was calculated by using‘
the recreational opportunity spectrum (ROS). The number of acres in each
ROS class was converted to recreation visitor days (RVDs).

TABLE II.3: Current Capacity for Dispersed Recreation
Humboldt National Forest

Acres RVD/Acre
ROS Class Available Conversion Factor (M)RVD Capacity
Primitive 111,344 0.45 50
Senl-Primitive
Non-Motorized 909,948 1.05 955
Seml-Primitive
Motorized 1,089,716 2.40 2,615
Roaded Natural 416,762 6.00 2,500
Rural 159 6.00 1
TOTAL 2,527,429 6,121

In the future, demand for all types of dispersed recreation will increase.
Total dispersed use is projected to increase to 450,000 recreational visitor
days by the year 2030, It is not anticipated that the demand for dispersed
recreation wWlll exceed the supply wlthin the planning perlod. We expect
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current patterns of use to continue unless the economy changes drastically
or certain technical conditions change unexpectedly.

Total dispersed recreational use will continue to increase annually at a
higher rate than for developed recreation.

The dincreasing loss of wildlife and fish habitat on lands of other
ownerships will increase the State-wide 1mportance of the Forestt's fish and
game., This will cause a rise in hunter and fisherman use which 1s
disproportionate to the overall rise in total dispersed recreation.

Resource damage and use conflicts on dispersed area sites are expected to
increase in the future. An increased use of dispersed recreational areas
for overflow camping and greater crowding in these areas will increase user
dissatisfaction. The quality of the recreation experience will decline.
Greatest impacts will be felt in areas adjacent to water.

Mineral development will add miles to the Forest road system. Sone of the
roads will remain open for public use and travel on the new roads will
increase through time. Impromptu parking along the roads in absence of
trailhead facilities will c¢reate resource problems. Off-rcad use and
inadequately designed roads will impact the soil and water resource.

Opportunities for improving the dispersed recreation experience and reducing
conflicts between user groups include:

- Developing a program for trailhead construction.

- Encouraging use at remote sites and discouraging use of heavily used
sites.

-~ Providing adequate sanitation for both summer and winter recreation.

- Developing a program for managing the anticipated dispersed and
overflow camping areas.

d. Iralls

There are 994 miles of inventoried trails on the Forest. Five mnmiles of
trail have been constructed on the Forest since 1977. Most trail use is in
the summer, but winter use i1s increasing.

Most of the +tralil system has deteriorated badly due to the lack of
maintenance. Many of the trails are now almest nonexistent and in some
cases present hazards to the users. Maintenance efforts are directed at
correcting these hazards but are seldom enough to permanently correct the
problem. Conflicts between types of trail users will increase in number and
intensity. The ability of the trail system to serve the public will decline
while demand continues to increase.

In 1979, two trails on the Forest were established as National Recreation
Trails (NRT) under the National Trails System fct. The Ruby Crest NRT on
the Ruby Mountain District is Y40 miles long; the Wheeler Peak NRT on the Ely
Distriet is 10 miles long.
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Under the Forest travel management program, certain sensitive and erosive
areas and trails are closed to motorized off-road vehicles (ORV) or use is
restricted. Ninety percent of the Forest i1s open to ORVs, but most trails
were not designed for use by motor vehicles. Use of motor vehicles 1is
prohibited in the Jarbidge Wilderness Area.

The trall system on the Humboldt National Forest could be improved by
constructing new tralls or expanding the capacity of the existing trails.
The quality of trail-users' experience could be improved by providing better
trailhead facilities, better maintenance, trail signs, trail information,
and interpretive facilities.

e. Scenic and Speclal Attraction Areas

1. Lehman Caves - This National Mounument, located on the Snake Division,
is admlnistered by the National Park Service where tours are taken daily
through one of the largest limestone solution caves in the west. The Foreat
Service and the Park Service jointly operate a visitor's center in
conjunction with the National Monument.

2. Wheeler Peak Scenic Area - This 28,000 acre scenic area contains
exceptional aesthetiec, botanical and geological attributes. It rises in
elevation to 13,063 feet making it the highest point wholly within Nevada.
There are two interpretive nature trails within the scenic area. The scenic
area also contains large continuous stands of bristlecone pine, considered
to be the oldest living thing in the world, some approaching 5,000 years of
age.

3. Ruby Mountain S3cenic Area -~ This 80,000 acre scenic area extends along
the crest of the Ruby Mountains and is characterized by towering peaks and
beautiful, crystal clear alpine lakes. Lamoille Canyon is included within
the scenic area and provides spectacular views of the rugged mountain peaks
and glacliated canyons.

b, Jdarbidge Wilderness -~ Currently Nevada's only wilderness area,
offers rugged, glaciated mountain terrain with 125 miles of trails. In
addition to 1ts wilderness qualities the area is known for its exceptional
air quality. The area has been designated as a National Recognized Class I
alrshed by the Clean Air Act.

f. Yisual Resources

The Humboldt National Forest is characterized by outstanding scenery with
certain areas specifically preserved for enjoyment by Forest users. The
Forest's excellent visual range often exceed 200 miles during the long
recreation season. Elsewhere visual quality on the Forest has been altered
by road building, mining, and vegetative manipulation activities. A Visual
Management Program is now used 1in all resource management projects to
maintain and enhance the visual resource.

Demands for and concerns about scenic quality are inereasing. Visual

quality for Forest lands viewed from recreation sites and major travelways
will become inereasingly important. Visual resource management techniques
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will continue to be applied to all projects in the future, with specific
emphasis on those areas identified by the Forest Plan as high in scenic
quality or recreation visitor use.

g. Cultural Regources

Currently the Forest has recorded 625 archaeological sites. It is estimated
that there may be another 57,000 sites not yet inventoried on the Forest.
Cultural resource surveys have been conducted on 20,559 acres. At this time
there are no sites on the National Register. Maps of recorded sites are on
file at the Toiyabe National Forest Supervisor's Office in Sparks, Nevada.
Currently, technical expertise is obtained through the shared services of
the archaeologist on the Toiyabe National Forest.

Prehistoric cultural resources in the Great Basin are important because they
allow us to reconstruct the lifestyles of the Desert Culture which
flourished for over 10,000 years under harsh and extreme conditions. Lithic
scatter, rock art, seasonal and permanent base camps provide information on
anclent peoples. Historic resources on the Forest contain an important and
interesting story of Nevada's early days including 1mining towns,
transportation routes and early exploration and settlement sites.

The Forest completed a draft Cultural Resources Overview in 1983 as part of
the Forest Planning process. Work is being targeted for completion of a
Forest-wide inventory of cultural resources. If current management
direction for cultural resources is followed, the Forest will continue to
meet requirements of historic preservation laws, but only minimally.

The Foreat has no program for interpreting cultural resources, except for
the Mysterious Rock Art Trail on the Ely Ranger District. A4 plan needs to
be developed for the interpretation, protection, and maintenance of known
significant sites.

2. WILDERNESS

Currently, the 64,667 acre Jarbidge Wilderness is the only designated
wilderness on the Forest and in the State of Nevada. This Federal Class I
airshed requires the naticn's highest air quality protection. The Roadless
Area Review and Evaluation (RARE II) conducted in 1978~79 recommended that
four Forest roadless areas be recommended for wilderness, while three areas
were recommended for further study. The acres and names are shown below:

TABLE II-4

Areas Fecommended for Wilderness During RARE Il

Areas Recommended for Wilderness ACRES
Jarbidge 28,000
Ruby Mouniains 64,519
Grant 98: 90“
Quinn 88,616

TOTAL 280,039
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TABLE II-¥ Continued

Areas Recommended for Further Study ACRES
Mount Moriah 97,205
Wheeler Peak 61,869
Highland Ridge 76,017
TOTAL 235,091

The RARE II decislon was challenged by the State of California. The 1legal
challenge resulted in a2 Ninth Carcuit Court of Appeals decision that the
RARE II Environmental Statement was inadequate. On February 1, 1983, the
U.S. Pepartment of Agriculture, after evaluating the court decision, decided
that all roadless areas, both those recommended for wilderness and
nonwilderness, would be subject to reevaluation through the Forest Plan
process. From this reevaluation, wilderness allocations will be proposed in
various alternatives of the Forest Final Environmental Impact Statement.

During the public invelvement phase of the reevaluation, modification of
roadless areas was proposed when ongoing or completed activities had
eliminated wilderness characteristics within an area. This resulted in five
areas being dropped because of extensive mining activity or because they
were too small to be considered for wilderness. Boundary modifications were
made in other cases. These adjustments have resulted in 49 areas containing
approximately 1,691,271 acres remaining in the roadless category. This
represents 63 percent of the Humboldt National Forest.

Refer to Table II-15 of the FEIS for a list of the roadless areas the
Humboldt National Forest evaluated during the planning process.

If wilderness legislation for Nevada is passed, the Forest Plan will
incorporate the legislative direction.

The existing Jarbidge Wilderness is located in the northern part of HNevada
near the Idaho-~Nevada State line. Visitor use in the Jarbidge Wilderness
has been relatively light in the past. Use has increased from 4,700 RVDs in
1970 to 12,600 RVDs in 1980. The capacity of the wilderness area has not
been determined. The Jarbidge Wilderness Management Plan completed in 1983
lays the groundwork for determining the capacity of the area, as well as
necessary management to improve the recreational experiences of the
wilderness users. A copy of the Wilderness Management Plan is included
within the planning process records on file at the Forest Supervisor's
Office.

Under the current management Jevel it is assumed that wilderness acreage
Wwill remain constant through 1985. After 1985 it 1s expected other areas on
the Forest, including some administratively endorsed wilderness areas, will
be added to the National Wilderness System. Demand for wilderness will
gradually increase and the present rate of use will double by the year 2010.
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3. WILDLIFE AND FISH

The Humboldt National Forest provides habitat for over 325 species of fish
and wildlife, predominantly birds {210 speciles) and mammals (78 species).
Twenty-five are designated gamebirds (this includes waterfowl) and five are
big game species.

Over half of the mule deer taken by hunters in Nevada each year are
harvested on this Forest. Other big game found in huntable numbers are elk,
Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep, antelope, mountain goat, and mountain lion.
Elk and bighorn sheep have been reintrcduced to portions of their former
range. Desert bighorn sheep native to the Grant Range exist on or near the
northern most extent of their range. Many varieties of upland gamebirds and
waterfowl inhabit the Forest. Trout and related species form the fisheries
on the Forest.

Two endangered species, the bald eagle and peregrine falecon are winter
visitors to the Forest. No critical or essential habitats have been
designated for these two species on the Forest. The Forest is presently
involved in a cooperative effort with other Federal agencies to reestablish
peregrine falcons in eastern Nevada.

The Lahontan eutthroat trout, a threatened species has been identified in 41
streams. The Forest continues to cooperate with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Bureau of Land Management, and HNevada Department of Wildlife to
accomplish actions identified in the approved Lahontan cutthroat trout
Recovery Plan. Twenty~three plant species and five fish species, previously
mentioned, are classified as "sensitive"™ by the Regional Forester.

a. Management Indicator Species (MIS)

National Forest Management Act regulations have directed the National Forest
to identify management Indicator species. One purpose of this designation
is to manage for the needs of one species that is representative of a given
habitat situation and thereby manage for the habitat needs of numerous other
species. A second purpose of this designation is to recognize the habitat
requirements of species that need special protection. Threatened,
endangered and sensitive species, economically or socially important
species, species that have special habitat needs, and other species are
considered for this designation.

Criteria Used to Select Management Indicator Species:
(1) They are an economically and socially important species.

(2) The species is relatively easy to monitor; they have high visibility
and adequate numbers.

(3) The species is found in all areas of the Forest.

(4) They are somewhat representative of all wildlife species which use the
vegetative type.

(5) The species is sensitive to changes in habitat and acts as a barometer
to the condition and trend of vegetative types.
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(6) Specific vegetative types provide key habitat for the species during
its life cycle.

Table IXI-5 provides the vegetataive type in which the selected management
indlcator species occur.

TABLE 1I-5
Selected Management Indicator Speciles for
the Humboldt HNational Forest

Specles Vegetation Type

Mule deer All vegetative types

Sage grouse Sagebrush-grass, riparian
Goshawk 014 growth cottonwood, aspen

and fir stands associated
with riparian areas

Trout Riparian
Table II-6 provides the different population levels for MIS on the Forest.
The trout information within the table includes Lahontan cutthroat trouvt.

TABLE II-6
Various Population Levels for MIS on the
Humboldt National Forest

Populatlon Levels
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Specles Minimum Viable Current Maximum Potential
Mule deer 11,247 63,000 88,200

Sage Grouse 3,900 36,300 40,000
Goshawk 500 Pairs 500 Pairs 1,000 Pairs
Trout 2,470 Pounds 45,900 Pounds 125,000 Pounds

As can be seen in the above table the current and minimum viable population
levels are the same for goshawk. The Nevada Department of Wildlife believes
that current levels equal minimum viable populations for goshawks.

b. Habitat Diversity

Ten vegetatlve comminities used by terrestrial wildlife species extend from
the salt desert shrub to alpine areas. These vegetative communities are
used either asingly or in combination depending upon the needs of each
specles.

Diversity of vegetation 1s generally good with better diversity for wildlife
in the northern half of the Forest compared to the southern half.
Representative diversities are as follows: northern half with 36 percent
grass, 14 percent forb and 50 percent shrub; southern half with 20 percent
grass, b percent forb and T4 percent shrub. Plant diversity on the southern
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half is not expected to change significantly under ocurrent management;
however, diversity on the northern half needs to be maintained with a
vegetative manipulation program to prevent large catastrophic fires or long
term encroachment of any single species such as sagebrush.

c. State Agency ObJjectives

The Forest 1is cooperating with the Nevada Department of Wildlife in
achleving the Department's goals and objectives for the selected management
indicator species. Their broad goals and objectives are to maintain or
improve habitats for all wildlife species. The Department is currently in a
planning process that somewhat parallels the Forest's. Their plan has been
incorporated into the Forest Plan.

d. ¥Wildlife Use

The current user days generated by the wildlife and fish resource is 171,042
days per year. Since Nevada has a controlled system of big game hunting, it
is difficult tc project user days 1n to the future. During the past four
years the user days have increased about 20,000 annually. This trend 1s
expected to continue through 1990 then level off.

e. Habitat Improvement

The Forest has a small budget for wildlife and fish habitat improvements
and annually accomplishes about 600 acres of wildlife habitat improvement
and six wildlife and/or fish habitat improvement structures. This trend is
expected to continue if funding remalns consistent with present levels.

4. RANGE

The Humboldt National Forest ranks first in the Intermountain Region and
sixth in the nation in producing forage for livestock.

The Forest's 199 grazing allotments encompass 1,322,610 acres (53 percent of
the Forest) of suitable range for livestock and provide about 310,000 animal
unit months (AUMs) yearly.

Grazing management I1s shared between the Forest Service and the grazing
permittees. The Forest issues grazing permits that specify the type and
number of livestock and the season of use. Allotment Management Plans
outline the use and development of each allotment on a long-term basis and
Annual Operating Plans outline annual direction. Allotments are inspected
by the Forest Service for use, condition, and compliance with grazing
permits, the Allotment Management Plan, and the Annual Operating Plan. The
permittee is responsible for managing his livestock and for maintaining
improvements on the Forest allotment.

L.ivestock operations are largely dependent on Federal range to graze cattle
and sheep on the Humboldt Natilonal Forest. There are 18 permittees grazing
50,089 sheep for an average of 3,300 sheep per operation. Another 181
permitiees graze 653,688 head of cattle for an average of 270 head per
operation. Most of the grazing is summer use.

II-12



Range conditions of the sultable range 1s as follows:

TABLE YI-T
Range Condition Class
Total Acres Percent of Sultable Acres Condition Class
217,747 16 Good
615,150 47 Fair
499,713 37 Poor

The ¢trend for good condition ranges 1s generally static while the trend 1is
usually upward on fair and poor condition ranges.

Current management direction for the range resource 1s to develop upward
trends where the range is ln less than good ecologleal condltlon and to
malntain a static trend for good condition range. Also, emphasis 1s placed
on obtaining management on each allotment as prescribed in the Allotment
Management Plan to coordinate forage production with other multiple use
values, This inecludes proper livestock rotation from unit to unit on
schedule and obtaining proper use of the forage resource. Emphasis is also
placed on the proper maintenance of range fences and water developments so0
that effective management systems can be continued.

Allotment Management Plans have been approved and implemented on 90 percent
of the 199 grazing allotments at this time. All of the allotments on the
Forest will have approved plans by 1988. There may be some downward
adjustments in stocking levels on some of the allotments which do not yet
have approved plans.

Range improvements to date include the reseeding of 72,328 acres of formerly
depleted rangeland, construction of 1,500 miles of fence for controlling
livestock, and 1nstallation of 1,300 water developments and 139 miles of
pipelines to carry water to formerly dry range areas. These improvements
also provide forage and water for big game animals.

Through the use of Range Betterment Funds, the Forest will continue to treat
approximately 2,000 acres of vegetation annually. Management fences and
water developments will be installed to continue rangeland improvements.

Five wlld horse territories have been designated on the Forest. A Joint
Forest Service/BLM Management Plan has been approved for the Monte Cristo
wild horse territory. Management plans have also been completed on the
Murphy Wash and Cherry Springs territorlies; plans are scheduled for
completion by 1986 on the Quinn and Mt. Moriah territories. The horses will
be managed under the Wild Horse and Burro Act {(PL92-195) of December 15,
1971.
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TABLE 1I-8
Status of Wild Horse Territories
Bumboldt National Forest

Mgmt. Plan No. Horses Mgmt. Plan
Territory Completion Inventoried (1981) Stocking Levels
Monte Cristo 1977 130 72-96 head
Quinn 1986 10 0
Mt. Moriah 1988 0 0
Murphy Wash 1978 0 0
Cherry Spring 1977 38 42-68 head

There have been no sightings of horses since 1977 on the Mt. Moriah or
Murphy Wash territories. Surveys on the Quinn territory indicated an
estimated 10 horses inhabit the area.

Range conditions on most of the wild horse territories have improved sipce
management and control were initiated. The Monte Cristo territory has not
improved due to the number of horses that occupy the area,

There 1is a national demand for wild horses mostly from the scenlie and
historical aspect. However, most people recognize the need to keep wild
horse numbers wilhin the limits preacribed by the management plan.

Noxlous weeds known to grow on the Forest are hoary cress (whitetop)
(Cardaria draba), leafy spurge (Eubhoria egpla), Canada thistle (Cipsium
arvense), nmusk thistle (Capduus Lheopmeri), Scotch thistle (Cpopopdum
acapthjum), and dalmatian toadflax (Linaria dalpatica). All of these

noxious weeds pose a real threat to the productivity of the land.

The Forest treats approximately 20-100 acres of noxious weeds per year,
mostly along roadsides. Many ranchers in cocperation with their respective
counties treat noxious weeds on private lands. However, there are serious
problems in wmany areas adjacent to the Forest boundary where private land
owners may not be aware of the threat or mey not be financially able to
treat large acreages.

The Forest supports the A.P.H.I.S. predator control program including making
recommendations to A.P.H.I.S. for each allotment as to the need for control,
nethods to be used, and special precautions needed. The Forest Service
evaluates the environmental effects of the predator control program. The
current control program has consisted of trapping and shooting of coyotes
from aircraft during the winter. Aerial shooting is used in conjunction
with summer trapping 1in areas where Ilivestock 1losses to predation are
extremely high and summer control alone has not been effective. Control
efforts are directed ¢to problem areas as ocutlined in the Annual Operating
Plan prepared by the Forest and A.P.H.I.S. In areas where mountain lions
are the target species contrel efforts are directed at the offending animal.
Losses of livestock to predators varies from year to year.
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Demand for cattle grazing will remain high and exceed availlable supply.
Demand for sheep grazing may decline further but over the long term should
stabilize and may eventually increase.

5. IIMBER

The 1963 timber inventory identified approximately 1,003,350 acres of
woodland cover type on the Forest outside the Jarbidge Wilderneas and the
Wheeler Peak Scenic Area. This acreage included roughly 29,100 acres of
productive Engelmann spruce, asubalplne fir, and limber pilne 1located in
isolated stands at higher elevations, and almost 530,250 acres of pinyon-
Juniper considered to be potentlally manageable for the production of a
variety of miscellaneous forest products. The remaining forested area,
about #44,000 acres, was comprised of noncommercial stands of Engelmann
spruce, subalpine fir, and limber pine, and pinyon-~juniper areas which at
the time were considered to have little if any potential for the production
of forest products. Because of limited access, low productivity, the
scattered and isolated location of the stands, and the absence of milling
and processing facilities in the area, all fimber on the Forest is classed
as unsuitable for industrial wood production.

The public's consumptive use of wood products from the Humboldt National
Forest 1s generally miscellaneous forest products consisting of fuelwood,
Christmas trees, pinenuts, post and poles. Demand 1in fuelwood, in
comparison to other wood products has seen the largest increase in recent
years. Demand is greater than supply in some areas. However, it is
estimated that only a small percentage of the Forest's potential sustained
yield pinyon-juniper fuelwood capacity is currently being utilized. About
4,000 cords of fuelwood are harvested annually from July through October.
Approximately 600 posts are cut from juniper stands on the Forest each year
generally for local use by ranchers. A slight rising demand trend is
forecast.

Approximately 2,000 Christmas trees are harvested annually during November
and December with pinyon plpe the dominant species harvested. The limited
timber stand jimprovement program releases Christmas trees for harvest later.

The supply of pinenuts depends on the pinyon-pine cone drop which can vary
from & few thousand pounds to a bumper crop of 100,000 pounds or more per
Year. Bumper crops usually occur every 3-5 years. Commerclal demand for
this product exceeds supply despite production levels achieved.

Demand for the Forest's products is good, however, a better inventory of the
pinyon-juniper type 1s needed.

Although public use of miscellaneous wood products should increase in the
future, this expected use will be moderated by the increasing costs
associated with acquiring these products.

6. WATER
The Humboldt National Forest manages mountain watersheds to produce clean

water while providing for the production of woodland products, recreation,
grazing, and wildlife,
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The Forest has three municipal watersheds: West Ward supplying the town of
Ruth; Duck Creek supplying the town of McGill; and Bear Creek supplying the
town of Jarbidge. Bear Creek watershed is closed to grazing, camping and
off road vehicle use. Murray Canyon is managed as a specilal watershed for
flood protection for the town of Ely and it 1s closed to grazing and off
road vehicle use.

The Forest yields approximately 1.4 million acre~feet of water. Yield
varies with annual precipitation and 1s dependent on the annual snowpack.
Spring snowmelt contributes the majority of runoff volume.

Opportunities for water yleld augmentation on a large scale are extremely
limited. Vegetative manipulations in sagebrush-grass types may produce
small, localized effeots; however, these would probably be undetectable
downstrean.

The present demand for water exceeds the available supply. Part of the
imbalance between supply and demand is due to the timing of runoff, The
demand for storage and transmission facilities to better use spring runoff
will increase.

Most of the water from the Forest meets or exceeds state water quality
standards and 1is suitable for irrigation and stockwatering. Sediment
production 1s an identifled but unquantifled problem in many drainages.

It is Forest Service policy to file, in the name of the United States, for
all water rights needed to support the proper use and management of National
Forest administered lands, and to quantify and secure ilnstream flow needs

(maintenance of stable stream channels and fisherles habitat) for National
Forest purposes based on the Organic Act and Multiple Act purposes. The
Forest has and will maintain an active program in identifying, quantifying
and filing for the necessary water rights. Much of the water produced by
the Forest 1s used for downstream lrrigation. Water rights of others
developed on Forest land and used downstream are recognized and respected.
Water rights and federal water use will continue to be controversilal. The
schedule of adjudications and the filing backlog will take several years to
complete.

Riparian areas and wetlands make up a small percentage (less than one
percent) of the Humboldt's total acreage. The relative value of these small
scattered riparian areas far exceeds that of the surrounding lands. Better
management has resulted in maintained or improved riparian condition in many
areas. However, approximately, 2% percent of these areas remain in poor
condition. Public demand for better management of riparian areas becomes
mere apparent each year,

7. MINERALS

a. Mi 1 Land_ Suitabilif

(1) Avallability

The Humboldt National Forest is almost entirely open to mineral entry and

leasing. The following table lists the restrictions.
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TABLE II-9
Lands Open and Withdrawn to Mineral Activities on
Humboldt National Forest

Wilderness
Areas With- Total Lands
Total Withdrawn drawn from Open to Mining
District Acreage from Mining Mining and Leasing
Mountain City 479,215 1,715 - 477,500
Ruby Mountains 361,233 1,289 - 359,944
Jarbidge 240,159 1,352 64,667 174,140
Ely 1,178,829 1,613 - 1,177,216
Santa Rosa 268,493 200 . 268,293
TOTAL 2,527,929 6,169 61,667 2,457,093

From the figures presented in Table II-9 there are 70,836 acres on the
Forest withdrawn from mineral entry. This leaves 2,457,093 acres or 97.2
percent of the Forest open to mineral entry. Reserved and outstanding
mineral rights on the Humboldt National Forest total 30,325 acres or 1.2
percent of the Forest.

Only 243 acres are legally withdrawn from mineral leasing, leaving 2,527,686
acres or 99.9 percent of the Forest open to mineral leasing.

(2) Capability

The Forest Service does not determine which areas are capable of mineral or
energy production. Capability is determined by industry which responds to
trends in the market place. Present technclogy and economics preclude
extraction of some known mineral deposits. Mineral uses and needs are
determined by new or existing technologies and by demand based on the need
for certain minerals within the market place. The difficulty in predicting
where new mineral deposits may be found leads to the conclusion that areas
capable of mineral or energy exploration and development may someday include
the entire Forest.

(3) Suitability
For locatable minerals, lands open to mineral entry have not been

restricted, In most areas protective stipulations are added to operating
plans to provide for environmental protection.
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0il and gas leasing on the Forest has been addressed in environmental
assessments and special stipulations are added to leases to protect surface
resources. In recent years congress has prohibited the expenditure of funds
to process and issue mineral leases and certain permits within RARE 1l areas
recommended for Wilderness designation, allocated to further planning or
congressionally designated as Wilderness Study Areas.

Development of oil and gas may be further restrioted by limitations stated
in the Application for Permit to Drill {APD) to protect the resources.

b. Current Management Direction

The policy of the Forest is to integrate the development of mineral
resources with the use and conservation of other Forest resources.

The Mining Law of 1872 consolidated earlier laws and established the rights
of citizens to explore, c¢laim, and mine certain minerals wherever they are
found on public domain lands, including those within the National Forest
System unless closed by withdrawal. The minerals covered by this law are
called 1locatable minerals. Congress removed certain minerals from the
jurisdiction of the 1872 law and made them leasable minerals under the
Mineral Leasing Act of 1920, the 1947 Mineral Leasing Act for Aoquired Lands
and the 1955 Multiple Surface Use Act. The Materials Act of 1947 and the
1955 Mining Act gave the Forest Service the authority to sell certain common
minerals (sand, gravel, and similar materials) called "saleable minerals".

£11 minerals owned by the United States available for exploration and
development are subject to disposal under one of these three categories -
locatables, leasables, or saleables.

For 1locatable minerals, any person proposing to conduct operations that
might sagnificantly disturb a surface resource must file a Notice of Intent
with the District Ranger.

Perpits, 1licenses, or leases for 1leasable minerals (oil, gas, coal,
geothermal, phosphate) are issued by the Department of the Interior. The
Forest has an opportunity to perform environmental analysis, recommend
action, 1list stipulations, and propose requirements for rehabilitation. On
acquired lands, the Forest Service has authority to deny permits, licenses,
and leases,

Saleable minerals are managed by the Forest Service. Permits are issued for
use of these materials in accordance with Forest Service policy.

Reclamation of disturbed areas in the case of locatable minerals is mandated
by 36 CFR 228.8.f. & g. A reclamation plan is to be included as a part of
the operator's plan of operationsa, stating specifically what is to be done
to reclaim the area of disturbance. Both the operating plan and reclamation
plan are developed through discussion and negotiation between the operator
and the forest Service in order to minimize the impact to surface resources.
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The Forest Service Distriet personnel have been increasing their knowledge
of reclamation possibilities and procedures. Forest Service reclamation
specialists from the Regional Office in Ogden, Utah and from the Forest
Service Intermountain Research 3Station provide technical assistance to
District personnel regarding reclamation.

Each reclamation plan must be specifically designed for proposed operation
and the surface resources which are lmpacted. Bonding for reclamation
performance 1s then computed to cover the costs necessary to accomplish the
work detailed in the reclamation plan. Bonding dollar amounts are
determined by quotes from local "dirt contractors®™, cosats derived from
Forest JService cost estimating guides and costs experience based on recent
reclamation projects.

Section 228.8, "Requirements for Environmental Protection™ uses to terms;
"to mninimize adverse environmental impacts,” "where feasible,” Mtake all
practicable measures" and "where practicable.™ Reglonal and National Forest
Service policy/guidance indicates that reclamation requirements must be
"reasonable™ and should be commensurate with the degree of impact on the
surface resources.

Reclamation plans for leasable and salable commodities should be included as
a part of the permit for those categories.

c. Current Situation
Locatables

Two major mines are currently operating on the Forest, the Jerritt Canyon
and Taylor mines, producing approximately $103 million per year in gold and
silver, based on 1981 prices for these commodities. Extensive exploration
aotivity 1s occurring for locatable minerals with the primary targets being
gold, silver, molybdenum, barite, tungsten and copper. There were
approximately 125 mining and exploration operations on the Forest during
1982. Major areas of interest are the Mountain City and Ely Ranger
Districts.

Table II-10 lists active mines presently in production on the Humboldt
National Forest.
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Table II-10
Active Mines on the Humboldt National Forest

Mine Metal Production/Remarks
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Jerritt Canyon Gold Freeport Minerals Co. Annual
production of 200,000 cz. At 1981
average of $458.90 oz, this comes
to $91,780,000/year.

Taylor Silver Silver King Mine, Ine. -~ Annual
production 1,000,000 oz. At 1981
average of $11.00/0z, this comes
to $11,000,000/year.

Treasure Hill Silver Unknown/open pit - heap leach.

Diamond Jim Silver Unknown/open pit - underground mill
ore with lead.

St. Elmo Gold Unknown/underground - mill ore.

Blue Jacket Siver Unknown/open pit and underground

on F.S. and patented -~ mill ore.

Duzer Creek Gold Unknoewn - Placer gold/one man.

Other small operations produce some gold, silver, and barilte.

By 1987, it is estimated that these mines will produce approximately $151.5
million per year in gold and silver. It Is also likely that at least one
more large operation will open within the next five years and several small
producers. This estimate is based on present exploration activities and
developments.

There are approximately 20,000 mining claims on the Humboldt National Forest
fer a total of approximately 321,000 acres. This amounts to 17 percent of
the Humboldt Natlional Forest. Table 1I-~11 summarizes the mining ¢laims on
the Humbolt National Forest.
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TABLE IXI-11
Mining Claims on the Humboldt National Forest

Ranger Distriet Number of Claims
Mountain City 10,282
Jarbidge 369
Ruby Mountains 564
Santa Ross 587
Ely 8,230

TOTAL 20,032

Leasables

Presently, oll and gas activities on the Humboldf Natlonal Forest consist of
various types of geophysical surveys, such as selismic surveys. Geothermal
exploration activities are limlted to nonsurface disturbing geophysical
surveys.

There are 304,159 acres of National Forest currently under oil and gas
leases, and 3,331 acres leased for geothermal resources. A total of 307,500
acres or 12 percent of the Forest are leased with an anmual rental fee of
$1.00 per acre, paid to the U.S. Treasury. Many more acres are pending
issue for various reasons. Approximately 50 lease applications were
processed during 1982.

Most of the Forest is classifled as "Lands Valuable for 01l and Gas"™ except
the extreme tops of the Snake and Grant Ranges, the Ruby Mountalns, East
Hurboldt and Santa Rosa Ranges and part of the Mountaln City District.

Geothermal leases (3,331 acres) have been issued in the Ruby Valley Known
Geothermal Resource Area (KGRA). Geothermal exploration activity will
increase but not to such a great extent to cause major impacts on time and
personnel. The Mountain City Distrlet north of Wildhorse has lands
classified as "Prospectively Valuable for Geothermal Resources®". A smaller
area at the north end of the Schell division 13 also c¢lassified as
"Prospectively Valuable for Geothermal Resources®.

No other areas are classified as valuable for other leasable resources such
as coal, potassium or sulfur.

Copmon Varieties

Extensive deposits of sand/gravel and building stone exist on the Forest.
Demand for common variety minerals produced on the Forest i1s low. Most
ranches, towns and government entities in ¢lose proximity to the Forest have
their own pits or quarries. The Forest Service is usually the largest user
of gravel materials for road maintenance. An on-going and used rock quarry
exist on the east side of the Moriah Divislon in the Hendrys and Hampton
Creek areas which is privately operated.
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d. Expected Future Copditjon - Locatables

Growth i1n activities related to mineral and energy durlng the past five
years has been at +the rate of approximately 20 percent per year,
Exploration activity for hard rock minerals such as gold, silver and barite
1s expected to continue to increase, but at a more moderate rate, perhaps 5.
10 percent per year. As mineral exploration companies evaluate targets on
Forest lands during the next 5-10 years, the number of operating plans
should peak and then level off as targets are rejected.

The output in dollar value from mines is estimated to be 11% million for
1984, Production is extrapolated in millions of 1983 dollars as follows:

TABLE II-12
Production Value of Locatable Minerals

1986-  1991- 2011-
1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1990 2020 2030
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28 61 100 115 130 150 163 82

These figures reflect the probable production assuming no new mines opén.
However, 1t is likely new mines will open over the years as more targets are
explored. There is no direct return to the treasury from hard rock mining.
The increase in local economiles and taxes, both local and income taxes, does
provide a sizeable return to government entities.

Exploration actlvity tends to concentrate around the o0ld mining districts.
New theories of ore-deposition are leading to expleoration, development and
production activities in areas which were formerly considered to have low
potential. Mineral potential on the Humboldt National Forest is: 25
percent of the Forest 1s in areas with demonstrated economic mineral
production and favorable geologie indicators; 55 percent of the Forest
includes areas with known mineralization, possibly some productlon and
favorable geologle indicators; 20 percent of the Forest is in areas that
have no known production and few or no favorable geologlo indicators.
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Especially significant exploration areas are:

Area Exploration Target
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Mountain City District:
Independence Range gold, barite
Wildhorse Reservoir-~-north gold, silber, copper, molybednum
tungsten, uranium

Ely Distriet:

White Pine Range gold, silver, molybdenum,
tungsten

Quinn Canyon Range molybdenum, tungsten, copper,
gold, silver

Schell Creek Range gold, silver

Snake Range beryllium, tungsten, silver

Ruby Mountain District:
Ruby Mountains gold, silver

Maps showing the mining district mineral oceurrences, mining cleinm
distribution, active mines and mineral potential are available in Humboldt
National Forest planning process files.

Demand is likely to exceed the supply of minerals in the future.
e. Expected Future Conditiopn - lLeasableg

Over the hext few years we wlll see an increase in 1leases and pernmits
associated with oil and gas exploration activity as industry expands their
exploration efforts intc Nevada.

Recent discoveries in northern and eastern Nevada are generating renewed
interest in the Great Basin. Thies activity should continue for at least ten
years while Nevada is being evaluated.

Based on present knowledge and concepts of oil and gas formation and
entrapment., few wells will likely be drilled on the Forest. There are no
areas with high potential for oil and gas accumulation, due to the
mountainous, structurally complex and faulted nature of the ranges which
comprise forest lands. It is still possible, though, that new concepts and
exploration methods will enable operators to find oll and gas in these
mountaln ranges.

The Mountain City District could become a major target for geothermal
exploration since it lies withlin an area of very high regional heat flow and
is on the trend of the Midas Trench/Battle Mountain High. This trend
extends from near Reno, northeast to the Yellowstone area. There are
several hot springs within the Mountain City District. The trend also
extends through Jarbidge District.
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Demand for energy resources 1s likely to continue and possibly increase.

Demand for geothermal resources may increase during the next five years for
power generation. Power generation applications will probably not become a
dominant geothermal use for 10-~-15 years.

E. OSUPPORT ELEMENTS3

The Humboldt's fire management program is a c¢oordinated interagency effort
involving Federal and State agencies. The overall Forest objectives are to
immediately respond to and suppress all wildfires in a timely manner. The
only exception to this policy is the occasional lightning-caused fire in
high elevation, rocky areas where safety considerations preclude aggressive
direct attack. 1In these cases surveillance has been the appropriate action.
The Forest has no approved fire management areas. From 1970 to 1979 an
average of 19 fires occurred annually; 27 percent of which were human
caused. The human caused fires accounted for T3 percent of the 3,925 acres
burned annually. Although the annual burned acreage has been high, resource
damage has been low.

A cooperative agreement with the Nevada Division of Forestry (NDF) covers
initial attack responsibilities on the Mountain City, BRuby Mountain and
darbidge Ranger Districts. An agreement between the BLM and Ely District
provides for assuming attack responsiblities on certain lands normally
administered by the other agency. A similar agreement exists between the
BLM and Santa Rosa District.

The Forest does not have any fire lookouts for detection purposes. Most eof
the Forest is vasible from surrounding private land. Occasionally aerial
flights are used following severe lightning activity. Fuels management is
not a major concern on the Forest, due to the lack of heavy fuels,
Prescribed burning is conducted for benefits to range and wildlife.

Human caused fires can be expected to increase as recreation visitor use
increases, although long~lasting negative effects are not expected.
Periodic 1large fast-moving fires will probably increase unless prevention
efforts are strenghtened.

b. Air Quality

The Humboldt National Forest manages the Jarbidge Wilderness as a Class I
airshed. This area has some of the least impaired air quality in the
nation. The Forest's air resource management objectives for this wilderness
area include:

(1) Affirmatively protect the Class I air quality related values (AQRV) to
include visibility and effects from atmospheric deposition.
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(2) Review and respond to Prevention of Significant Deterioration (PSD) air
quality permit propesals affecting the area to prevent or mitigate
deterioration of the air resource.

(3) Comply with Federal and State air quality regulations.

(4) Determine the AQR's, identify sensitive receptors, and determine limits
of acceptable change in the Jarbidge Wilderness.

(5) Monitor sensitive air resource receptors to assure that the intents of
the Clean Air and Wilderness Acts are met.

(6) Cooperate with Federal, state, and local air quality reulatory
agencles.

(7) Determine adverse impacts to Class I airsheds.

The remaining lands of the Forest are managed as Class II airsheds, as
designated by the Clean Air Act of 1977. Air resource management objectives
for these areas are:

(1) Conduct resource management activities to comply with Federal, State,
and local air quality regulations.

(2) Maintain and, where cost effective, improve the air quality.
{3) Consider air quality standards in all resource management activities.

(4) Monitor effects on air quality from forest and range management
activities, including smoke management.

(5) Include Interagency Smoke Management guidelines (NFES No. 12789) when
developing prescribed fire projects.

(6) Ensure that Forest cooperators and contractors comply with established
alr quality regulations.

¢. Insect and Disease

Forest pests have a direct and significant impact on Forest resources.
Areas particularly affected include recreation sites, timber stands, and
rangelands. The prineipal Insects and diseases affecting the Forest are
grasshoppers, Mormon crickets, black grass bugs, rangeland caterpillar,
Douglas-fir tussock moth, fir engraver beetle, pinyon needle scale, dwarf
mistletoes, root rots, and pests of pinyon seeds.

The Forest has numerous developed public use areas such as campgrounds and

picnic areas. Tree hazard reduction programs are utilized to safeguard the
public and protect the natural resocurces at these sites.
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Infestations of grasshoppers and Mormon crickets, although cyclic in
nature, can cause devastation to localized rangelands. In some cases 50
percent of the annual forage production can be consumed thus reducing
availlable forage for livestock and wildlife. The control of grasshoppers
and Mormon crickets is the responsibility of Animal Plant Health Inspection
Service (APHIS).

Since the Forest does not have a suitable timber base, pest control will
generally be confined to developed recreation sites, rodent contrel in
neadows and grasshopper control in cooperation with APHIS.

d. Law Enforcement

The Forest Service is responsible for enforcing Federal laws and regulations
on the National Forest. This responsibility cannot be delegated to other
agencies or local law enforcement entities. The Forest maintains a law
enforcement program that encourages public complliance with laws and
regulations through signing, personal contacts and the media; and provides
for protection and safety of Forest users through cooperative agreements
with Elkc and White Pine Counties.

The Forest's major areas of concern in law enforcement activity are man-
caused fires, vandalism, theft of government property and forest products,
off road vehicle violations, trespass, theft of campground fees and alcohol
and drug related problems assoclated with large group gatherings.

Property cases involving theft and vandalism at government facilities are
due in part to remoteness and easy access. It is antlcipated that these
types of incidents and other law enforcement problems will increase with the
growth of the general population.

2. Lands
a. Ownership

When the FHumboldt National Forest was established there were considerable
acreages of lands in other ownership within the Forest boundary. This was
mostly as homestead and mining patents, and checkerboard railrcad grants.
Land ownership adjustment activity has been moderate in the past because of
uncertain funding for purchase and lack of exchange funding.

The general policy is to consolidate Natlonal Forest lands within existing
Naticonal Forest units with emphasis on acquiring lands in those areas where
present National Forest lands constitute an appreciable proportion of the
area; and through exchanges to dispose of tracts classifled as suitable for
exchange purposes. Such land usually include isolated tracts, detached
parcels, or projected narrow strips of National Forest lands, except those
which include special public values.

Land ownership adjustments for private and government agencies are expected
to increase in the immediate future.
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b. Classification

Speclal classificatlon of land often restricts resource uses and may affect

objectives for land acquisition or disposal.
Humboldt National Forest are in specilal classifications listed below:

TABLE II-13

Only 153,468 acres

Speclal Land Classification

Existing Wilderness (Jarbidge)
Saenlec Areas

Ruby Mountains

Wheeler Peak

Subtotal
Research Natural Areas (undetermined)
Wthdrawals That Affect Disposal
Administrative/Recreation Sites
Power/Irrigation Projects
Mountain City Municipal Watershed
Jarbldge Munleipal Watershed
Subtotal

GRAND TOTAL

11-27

ACRES

64,667

40,000
28,000

132,667
N/A
6,529
512

6,080
1,680

153,468

in the



New withdrawals contemplated are those to be specified in new wilderness
legislation pertaining to mineral entry, site-specific withdrawals for
administrative sites, or other major investment areas such as developed
recreation sites that must be protected. The withdrawal review schedule is
as follows:

WITHDRAWAL REVIEW SCHEDULE

Targets

District BLM} # Name FY 86
1 N-OLUL3 46 3 3
2 N-054588 1 Agee 1
N-044346 2 2
3 N-O44346 1 1

y N-016T7T4 9 9
16 16

The intermingled public and private lands within the boundary of the Forest
plus the fact that some units of the Forest are almost completely surrounded
by private 1land without rights-of-way (ROW) have resulted in many access
problems. These problems are becoming more eritical as demands for the use
of public 1land increase. The current emphasis is to acquire ROWs where
access problems are the-greatest. Private landowners are reluctant to grant
ROWs to the Forest Service unless there 1s a significant benefit to the
landowner. When a ROW-1s in the public interest and the property owner is
unwilling to grant an easement, the right of eminent domain can be used.

The Forest presently acquires three rights-of-way (ROW) annually. The
current emphasis 1s to acquire ROWs where access problems are the greatest.

Presently there are 223 nonrecreational speclal uses and 27 recreation
permits of various types on the Forest. There is an average of about ten
new cases per year. The following is a summary of the existing (1983)
speclal land use permits on the Humboldt National Forest.
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TABLE II-14
Summary of Special Land Use Permits

Total Total Miles Total Acres
Kind of Use Cases ROW Length Permitted Area
Recreation 27 0 66
Agriculture 1 4 479
Community 5 1 5
Industrial y 0 29
Research, Study,

Training 12 0 108
Transportation 46 105 334
Utilities

Communication 69 154 1,943
Water 16 (11 37

TOTAL 250 928 3,401

Requests for the various special uses will inorease substantially in future
years. Accommodating the proposed uses will become more difficult without
conflicting with other Forest management activities.

c. Repearch Natural Areas

The Forest at the present time has no areas classified as Research Natural
Areas (RNA). However, there are five sites that have been inventoried as
candidate Research Natural Areas:

(1) Mt. Washipgton Bristlecone Pine Stand

Approximately 260 acres located in portions of Sections 11 and 12, T.12N.,
R.68E., Mount Diablo Baseline Meridian (MDBM). This area is located in
White Pine County, Ely Ranger District. A principal feature 1s a stand of
old bristlecone pines, which can be used to build chronologies through
tree«ring research. Also present are stands codominated by 1litter and
bristlecone pines, +{ypical of subalpine forests in the east-central Great
Basin.
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(2) W¥hite Pine Peak

Approximately 670 acres located in portions of Sections 20, 28, 29, 32 and
33, T.12N., R.58E,, MDBM. The peak is located in Nye county, Ely Ranger
District. The principal feature of this area is a "native rangeland”,
consisting of sagebrush-grass communities in nearly pristine condition,
which are scarce in the Great Basin. Also present are small stands of white
fir and of limber pine/bristlecone pine. This area 1s important in
providing an area suitable for conducting research on high elevation
sagebrush sites.

(3) Sietz Canyon

Approximately 980 acres located in portions of Sections 20, 21, 28, 29, 32
and 33, T.32N., RR.58E., MDBM. The canyon is located in Elko County, Ruby
Mountain Ranger District. This area features a rich and diverse floral
component, Many types of plant commnities are present, including riparian
wetlands, subalpine herb and shrublands, and alpine herblands. The canyon
also exhibits metamorphic rock types and effects of alpine glaciation,
neither of which are common in the Great Basin. This area is important in
providing a site for conducting riparian classification and management
researach.

(4) Jack Creek Crater

Approximately 250 acres located in portions of Sections 26 and 27, T.U6N.,
R.58E., MDEM. The c¢rater is located in Elko County, Jarbidge Ranger
District. The prineipal feature is a stand codominated by whitebark pine
and subalpine fir, neither of which is well represented in the Great Basin.
Small riparian communities are also present.

(5) Pearl Peak

Approximately 640 acres located in portions of Sections 3, 4, 9 and 10,
T.27TN., R.5TE., MDBM. The peak is located in Elko County, Ruby Mountain
Ranger District. Its principal features are ungrazed sagebrush-grass types
at middle and lower elevations, and a limber pine/bristlecone pine woodland
at upper elevations. Some of the bristlecones may be very old, and thus
useful for dendrochrecnological research.

3. Soils

The soils within the Humboldt National Forest vary considerably depending on
landform, geology, vegetation, and geomorphic processes, The Forest is
located primarily in the Basin and Range physiographic province with a large
variety of parent materials present. These geologic units include hard and
soft sedimentaries, metamorphics, igneous, and volecanlc rock types.

Broad assoclations exist between vegetation communities and soils on the
Forest. These are as follows:
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a. At low elevations light colored, low vegetation potential soils support
pinyon-juniper woodland types with low and black sagebrush understories.
Such areas possess moderately high soll erosion hazards and provide limited
opportunities for intensive range, wildlife and watershed management.

b. Tall sagebrush compunities exist over all elevations on dark c¢olored
801i1s with moderate production potentials. These soils vary considerably in
their suitability for intensive resource management dependent primarily upon
steepness of slope, texture and rock content. Soil eroslon hazards are
generally moderate on these soils.

¢. Mountain brush and aspen communities occur at mid to high elevations on
dark colored, high production soils, with low to moderate =s¢il eroslon

hazards. Opportunities for range, wildlife and watershed management are B

excellent on such soils.

d. Coniferous vegetation types are found on high elevation, light colored,
low production potential soils. Soll erosion hazards are usually low 1n
this vegetation type, however removal of overstory cover can:' result in
significant increases in soil erosion.

The primary objective of s0il management of the Forest is to match
management activities to the capability and suiltability of the so0il to
assure long-term soll quality and productivity. A secondary objective 1s
to use soil information in such a way that cost effective decisiohs can ‘be
made with respect to ongolng management practices, i.e.; vegetative
manipulation, site reclamation, etc. These obJectives can best be met
through a knowledge of soil properties and variability obtalned through so:.l1
inventories.

A broad level reconnaissance soil survey (Order U4) has been completed for '

most of the Forest. However, this level of inventory 1s too broad for most
management needs. A more detailed soil survey {Order 3) 1s currently
underway with a target completion date for the Forest of 1995. Information
obtained from this level of survey as well as site spe¢ific documentation
derived from project support services, will help meet the obJectives of 3011
management.

Continuing concern by the public to malntain the productivity of the soil '

will require increased management emphasis on maintaining soil productivity
and quality. The quantification of the soll resource through soil inventory.

and monitoring will have to be made, in order to keep pace with this demand.’

4. Fagilities o

The Humboldt National Forest has numerous facilities including roads,
bridges, administrative sites, builldings, dams, and water systems. They
require considerable time and money for operation and maintenance. There
has been investment in these facilities to enable the development,
protection, and use of Forest resources.
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Transportation

The most important part of our transportation system i1s the road network,
comprised of over 3,000 miles of arterial, collector and 1local roads.
Arterial and collector roads provide access to large segments of the Forest
and generally serve multiple resource activities. Local roads generally are
shorter roads usually serving single resource activities.

Two arterial and collector roads have been evaluated and designated as
Forest HRighways. These two roads are the Steptoe Creek-Duck Creek Road,
Forest Highway 23, and the Harrison Pass Road, Forest Highway 24. A third
proposed route belng evaluated but not yet designated as a Forest Highway is
the Jarbidge Road.

The majority of roads needed by the Forest are already in place. The only
arterial or collector road construction needed is a short plece on the Santa
Rosa District. New local road construction needs vary considerably by area

and resource activity.

Few of the roads have been maintained at their assigned level of malntenance
due to funding constraints. Therefore, malntenance activities have been
concentrated on arterial and collector roads with emphasis on reduction of
safety hazards and resource damage prevention. Many of the roads are not at
the standard necessary for the safe, efficient, and economical
transportation of people and goods. Also, many of the roads have
deteriorated to the point they are difficult to drive on and difficult and
expensive to maintain. Extensive reconstruction is needed through the
network, but particularly on the arterial and collector roads, to bring the
roads up to the desired standard and make the roads maintainable at the
proper level.

There are 38 road bridges, three trail bridges, and five major culverts on
the Forest bridge inventory. Ten of the road bridges are considered inade~
quate for Forest needs. These ten bridges have been scheduled for replace-
ment ig the Regional Bridge Replacement Program for completion by Fiscal
Year 1987.

There are 24 fixed-wing airfields on the Forest Airfield Inventory. Little
information is available on the condition and adequacy of the airfields on
the inventory.

The trail system 1s described in the Recreation section.

Administrative Sit Buildi | S b Facilits

There are 106 major builldings inventoried on the Forest which include
offices, dwellings, barns, warehouses, workshops, and various storage sheds
on 20 administrative sites. Administrative sites should be evaluated as
cultural property as stated in goal number 10 on page IV-3.

Existing builldings were constructed from the 1930's to the present, with the

majority built in the late 1950's and early 1960's. Some buildings are in
poor condition and do not meet all applicable state and local buillding and
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health codes. Water and sewer systems serving the buildings and
administrative sites also do not all meet applicable standards. Many of the
buildings and associated water and sewer systems need to be renovated or
replaced to function efficiently and economically.

There are 35 dams on the Forest Dam Inventory. Twenty-seven of the dams are
owned and inspected by the Forest Service, seven are under special use
permits and inspected by the Forest Service, and one is owned by the Bureau
of Indian Affairs and inspected by the Bureau of Heclamation.

The majority of the dams are small and low hazard and none have serious
safety problems at present. Many of the Forest Service and special-use
permit dams are in need of more maintenance and, in some cases,
reconstruction or improvements to prevent major problems from developing.

The Forest communication system consists of the commercial phone system and
145 various items of radio equipment, such as personal portables, mobile
units, base stations, and repeaters. Communication between offices 1is
expensive and radio communication between offices and field personnel 1s
erratic. A more efficient and cost effective system of communication
between offices and field personnel is badly needed.

5. CORRIDORS
a. Highways

Major highway corridors serving the Forest have been identified. Part of .
this inventory is included within the arterial and collector road network.
The rest of the inventory is major state, county, and federal transportation
routes. As mentioned earlier, two of these major state and county highways
have been proposed for reconstruction and improvement under the Forest
Highway Investment Program.

b. Utilities

The term "corridor™ applies to any form of energy transportation (electric
transmission, pipeline or combination) that is the primary use of the land.
Of all the new utilities proposed to be constructed on the Forest, all but
two are along existing utility rights-of-way and transportation corridors.
The Forest has worked with representatives of the Western Utilities Group to
identify future needs for utility corridors. All but one of the corridors
is along existing utility rights-of-way or transporation corridors. Field
studies have been made to determine if the requested corridors are feasible.
In some instances they were reduced in size due to topographic constraints.
Only one requested corridor was rejected. This occurred when the Bureau of
Land Management determined alternate routes were preferable.

6. Human and Community Resources

The Bumboldt National Forest is committed to the program of human and
community development, which has as its primary objective, helping people
and communities to help themselves. The program includes activities that
provide Wwork and learning experiences for youth, adult employment, training
opportunities, and technical assistance to individuals and communities.
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The Forest is actively engaged in a variety of human resource programs. A
summary of the major programs is as follows:

Senior Community. Service Emplovment Program (SCSEP). The Forest has been an

active participant in this program, and its predecessor, Operation
Mainstream, for many years. There are currently 12 enrollees, 55 years of
age or older who meet low income requirements specified by the Department of
Labor.

Yolunteers_in National Forest Program. This program provides &the means
whereby the Forest may legally accept and utilize the service of volunteers
and at the same time provide training and individual work experience to
these people. The volunteers are integrated into regular programs and
perform work in recreation, range, wildlife and engineering projects. The
number of volunteers on the Forest is on a steady risze.

Stay=in School. This program is for economically disadvantaged high school
students. We currently host two youth in this program and could host more
if ceilings were to be made available.

The Forest has hosted Young Adult Conservation Corp (YACC), Youth
Conservation Corp (YCC), and Comprehensive Employment Training Act (CETA)
Programs and will continue if and when such programs are funded.

The demand for Human Resource Program enrollees is high on the Forest.
Because the use of the programs expands the dollar efficiency of outputs,
the Forest will utilize the program whenever available. The supply of
potential enrollees is also great, particularly with the youth programs.

F. NEED TO ESTABLISH OR CHANGE MANAGEMENT DIRECTION

The Analysis ¢of the Manasement Situation noted areas where management

direction should be changed or direction established. Twelve areas have
been identified.

The purpose of this section 13 to discuss those areas in which, from our
analysis, we have determined that we must either change management direction
or establish direection that is currently lacking.

Recreation

The Forest seems to have enough developed camping capacity for the
immediate future but the more heavily used sites must receive stronger
emphasis on maintenance and rehabilitation. Vegetation management plans
should be developed for all heavy use sites to identify projected needs and
to help in maintaining those developed sites in as safe and as aesthetically
pleasing condition as possible for the public.

Seek opportunities at popular developed sites to provide interpretive

signing, overlooks, +trails and brochures designed to help visitors under-
stand the forest environment, management practices and their
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responsibilities towards care of the Forest. Use interpretation and infor-
mation  approaches to help dispersed recreationists understand the

consequences of their actions and their responsibility for environmental
care.

With the continued increase in dispersed recreation, emphasis must be given
to providing more management attention to dispersed sites. This additional
monitoring is necessary both to prevent accelerating resource damage and to
provide for public safety. The existing trail system should be
reconstructed and the level of maintenance on all trails must be increased.

Identify and provide protection for cultural and historic sites.
¥ilderness

Continual increases in wilderness use dictate the need for more trailhead
facilities. Many trails in the Jarbidge area grew up over game trails. A
general rerouting of several trails is now needed for public safety.
Increased maintenance must be given to all trails.

There 1s a need to increase the management of the Jarbidge Wilderness to

protect the wilderness resource. This can be done partially through
inereased public education.

Revise the eastern boundary of the Jarbidge Wilderness to exclude an
existing road and provide a more definable line.

Limber

Although most, if not all of the pinyon/juniper type, may currently be
"unsuitable®™, it should be recognized that there is considerable potential
for managing this resource for posts, poles, Christmas trees, pinenuts, etc.
However, the degree of management opportunities will require an inventory of
the resource.

Wildlife

Our analysis shows a need {0 increase the monitoring of wildlife and fish
habitats and populations. Increase the Forest's wildlife expertise in order
to fully implement our wildlife habitat management program. There is a
need to provide greater emphasis to the T&E program.

Hange

Cur analysis shows a need to increase emphasis in followup management of
intensive grazing systems and adjust stocking where Justified. We need to
insure that revegetation projects serve more than a single purpose.

There is also a need to improve the overall condition of the Forest's
riparian areas.
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Water

There is a need to increase the emphasis on water quality sampling in order
to monitor the effects of Forest activities. We also need to increase the
emphasis on reducticn of sediment and damage to riparlan areas. Install
headeut structures to stsbilize gullies.

We need to develop or update management plans for municipal and special
watersheds, and develop and implement additional guidelines for management
activities in riparian areas, wetlands, and floodplains.

The water uses and needs inventory should be updated and corrected and we
need to acquire water rights at an accelerated rate.

Minerals & Geology

Our analysis slows a need to provide for the anticipated increase 1In
minerals activity. We also need to automate &ll lease filings for better
records of issuances and expiration.

Lands

Many former public access roads have been closed to public use and need to
be reopened either by the counties declaring them publie roads, or if this
fails, by Forest Service purchase or as a last alternative condemnation.

Our analysis shows a need to increase emphasls on land exchange and ROW
acquisition. We will complete only those ROW cases for new access where
road construction money is assured within a reasonable time. An increased
Land Line Location program, where occupancy trespass is suspected or

occurring, is alsc needed.
Facilities

The overall Forest road system is deteriorating. Increased emphasis on
maintenance, reconstruction, and surfacing are priority items whiech will
increase cost efficiency of the overall program. More emphasis is needed on
sign rehabilitation and upgrading. For greater efficiency, more flexible
standards are needed i1n the application of the sign program.

For long-term cost savings, construct rather than rent our administrative
facilities. After the initial investment is fully amortized the cost
savings would be signifilcant. Increased emphasis on construction,
reconstruction and maintenance of existing facilitles 1s needed for health
and safety reasons. At remote statlons, use trailer houses where cost
efficient.

We also need to increase, improve and enhance the telecommunications system.
Protection

Our analysis shows a need to increase the awareness of insect and disease
conditions on the Forest, and a willingness to implement integrated pest

management techniques and strategies into resource decisions and activities
as applicable.
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Soils

Our analysis shows a need to provide detailed soil surveys for vegetative
manipulation projects. We also need to improve the knowledge of so1l
productivity potential and tolerance erosion limits.

Public Inf ! i Int batio

There 1is a need to seek opportunities in cooperation with other agencies to
better inform the public of resource management activities and to improve
public participation in protecting facilities and environmental values.

G. FRESEARCH NEEDS

The Humboldt 1lacks sufficient information in vegetation management to
adequately manage its nonforested lands. Research that has been completed
in other areas cannot be extrapolated to the Humboldt due to our unique
weather patterns. The higher elevation sagebrush types have a predominance
found no where else. Cur own research has concentrated on watershed,
pinyon-juniper, and shrub research. The University of Nevada has completed
most of their research on low elevation ranges. We have the following
research needs:

1. Riparian classification and management strategles.
2. Management strategies for pinyon-juniper.

3. High elevation sagebﬁush ecological sitea (those above pinyon-juniper)
needs, physlology, antecology, synecology , and management strategies.

4, Development of bitterbrush and mountain mahogany regeneratioh necessary
te maintain or enhance the quality and quantity of critical wildlife
habaitat.

5. Continue Lahontan cutthroat trout research.
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Table T1I-15 Current Outputis, Projected Demand and Supply Fotential

e L . P T e . S e e . S o . o P e B e B o e e B B o e B B e g e e A Y e W e A E e e

Actavaty-Category

e B A S T - g ek e e T Y A A i e  w SR B & S

DEVELOPED RECREATION
Demand

Maximm Use

Current Use

Forest Plan

RPA Alternative

DISPERSED RECREATION
Demand

Maximum Use

Current Use

Forest Plan

APA Alternative

WILDFERNESS

Demand

Vaximum Use
Current Use
Forest Flan

RPA Alternative

WILDLIFE

Demand

Maximum Use
Current Use
Forest Plan
APA Alternative

FERMI1TED LIVESTOCK USE

Lemand

Maximum Use
Current Use
Forest Plan
RPA Alternative

FUELWOOD
Demand
Maximum Use
Current Use
Forest Plan
RPA Alternative

1/ -~ Elastiec demand means

1666

Units 1990

MRVDS
237.0
229.9
194.0
204.2
230.1

MRVDS
350.0
h29.3
399.5
386.9
hg.2

MRVDS3

202.8
202.8
68.2
37.3
24.5

MUFUDS
149.6
149.6
149.5
149.5
149.6

MAUMS
30L4.1
299.3
301.7
304.1

MCORDS

v e OCh
.
Vo=

1991
1995

275.0
2.9
194.0
203.7
2.6

410.0
458.0
419.4
401.6
455.1

233.0
233.0
7.2
39.5
31.7

150.8
150.8
149.7
149.7
150.0

1996
2000

280.0
253.8
191.8
205.0
253.8

440.0
468.6
427 .1
409.9
465.5

239.0
239.0
78.8
0.6
32.0

152.3
1562.3
11'908
150.1
150.8

2001
2010

295.0
264.1
188.6
202.3
264 .1

500.0
189.5
420.9
426 .1
489.8

254.1
254.1
Bo.5
1.6
32.3

154.2
154.2
150.1
150.7
151.8

E R E E E e A R A A R e e e

2011 2021
2020 2035
310.0  375.0
268.9  280.0
186.9  189.7
201.1  204.9
268.9  280.0
550.0  600.0
503.9  519.9
452.8 b66.3
§39,2  452.6
505.1 521.9
263.2  273.3
263.2 273.3
§2.0 83.5
2.6 43.7
32.7 32.8
156.0  157.5
156.0  157.5
150.1 150.4
151.3 151.3
152.7 153.5

DEMAND FOR GRAZING PERMITS IS ELASTIC (1/)

309.2 315.7 326.8
293.3 294.2 29 .9
298.7 300.9 305.8
309.2 315.7 326.8
DEMAND FOR FUELWOOD IS
6.8 6.8 6.9
4.5 4.5 4.5
5.2 5.2 5.3
6.8 6.8 6.0

332.6 334.0
301.6 303.4
312.4 315.1
332.6 334.0
ELASTIC (1/)
6.9 7.0
4.5 4.5
5.3 5.4
6.9 7.0

that there is a demand for all that the Forest can produce.
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CHAPTER Il

PLAN REPONSES TO ISSUES, CONCERNS, AND OPPORTUNITIES

This chapter shows how the Final Plan addresses and responds tc major public

issues, management concerns and resource opportunitles that have been identified
during the planning process.

A discussion of the process used to identify the issues to be resolved in this
Plan is found inp Appendix A of the accompanying Appendix document for the Plan.

Additional information may be found in the public involvement records of the
Humboldt Naticnal Forest.

The specific methods for resolving and implementing management actions for the
nine issues dealt with are found in Chapter IV of this Plan. In that c¢hapter the
Forest's multiple-use goals and objectives are listed, as are the multiple-use
prescriptions and associated standards and guidelines for each management area.

Included with the management area discussion are the proposed and probable
management practices.

The responses to the nine issues are as follows:

ISSUE 1 - Resolyve the Wildernesg/Nonwilderness question for roadless aress on
the Humboldt National Forest. The following are recommended for

inclusion by Congress inteo the National Wilderness system: Mount
Moriah, Bristlecone, Ruby Mountains, Grant Range, East Humboldt,
Soldier Lake and Jarbidge Additions. These areas will be managed and
operated at the full service level., All other roadless areas will be
managed for uses other than wilderness.

ISSUE 2 - How should the Humboldi manage wildlife habitat? Current habitat of
threatened and endangered species will be improved and no conflicts
from other uses will be allowed. The quality of aquatic habitats
will be maintained in at least satisfactory ecological condition. Big
game winter range will be improved. Habitat of hunted MIS will be

improved. An estimate of 152,721 WFUDs will be produced by the
end of the planning horizon.

ISSUE 3 - Bumbold

numbers of leases, permits and operating plans 13 expected to increase
s8lightly throughout the 1life of the plan. However, withdrawals and
legislative regquirements may constrain mineral development on 339,278
acres. The Forest will be able to evaluate leases and operating

plans throughout the planning period which is estimated at 234
annually.
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ISSUE 4 -

ISSUE 5

ISSUE 6

ISSUE 7

ISSUE 8

'

ISSUE 9 -

[

How should the Humboldt{ manage the grazing resources? The Humboldt

will strive to bring livestock numbers into balance with available
grazing capacity. This will be accomplished through 1livestock
adjustment and improved management strategies which increase grazing
capacity. The requirements of sensitive planis will be provided for
in all activities. Wild horses will be managed according to the
numbers specified in approved territory plans. Noxious weeds will be
treated to reduce threats of invasion into rangelands. Impacts to
riparian areas will be reduced because of improved management
direction specified in allotment management plans. Predator control
will be allowed using approved methods where a need is demonstrated.
Range condition is expected to improve to 82 percent of the suitable
range being in satisfactory ecological condition.

Bow should the Bumboldt manage off-road vehicles? The travel plan

established on the Forest will remain the same. An exception would be
necessary if wilderness legislation is enacted on the areas specified
in issue No. 1.

How should the Hupmboldt manage the water resource program? Water

quality will improve through the planning period because of improved
management and coordination with other resources. However, there will
be small localized areas where watershed improvement projects will be
necessary. Water rights for National Forest purposes will be filed
through the appropriate Nevada State Water Law. Federal reserved
instream flow needs relating to favorable conditions of water flow
will be quantified.

How here s 1 Humbold 1i Public
access wWill be provided into consolidated National Forest lands in
conjunction with the Sorenson, Jones, Peavey and Morgan Land
Exchanges. Attention will be directed towards acquiring additional
public access into the Ruby Mountains and the East Humboldt division.
The goal is to acquire two ROWs per year Forest-wide.

How should we manage areas of specigl infterest on the Hupboldi? The
following areas are recommended as Research WNatural Areas: Mt.
Washington Bristlecone Pine, White Pine Peak, Sietz Canyon, Jack Creek
Crater, and Pearl Peak. The areas are iscolated from uses and
activities that are occurring on the surrounding area at the present
time. The Wheeler Peak and Ruby Mountains Scenic Areas, along with
historic and prehistoric sites are other special interest areas.
These areas will receive the necessary protection for their special
values.

s 1d of i i s Standards and
guidelines to resoclve this issue are found in the Forest-wide section
in Chapter IV of this plan. Activities and uses will be designed to
minimize impacts to riparian areas. A1l allotment management plans
will address raparian concerns.
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The following two issues were 1dentified as a result of public comment on the
Draft Plan.

ISSUE 10 - How should we papage recreation op the Hupbeld4? Maintenance and
reconstruction of existing facilities will allow us to mahage
developed sites at full service level. Trail construction will
increase slightly. Opportunities for dispersed recreation will be
inereased and improved in quality.

ISSUE 11 - H B i ine? Standards and
guldelines have been strengthened which provide direction to protect
bristlecone pine.
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CHAPTER 1V

FOREST MANAGEMENT DIRECTION

A. INTRODUCTION

The Forest Plan provides the long-range management direction for the
Humboldt{ National Forest. Direction is the guidance Forest personnel will
use to achieve the results the Plan outlines. Thas chapter, by outlining
that direction, will inform the public and other agencies about future
programs.,

Chapter IV includes:

-Forest management goals and objectives

-Forest-wide standards and guidelines

~Projected outputs and budget requirements

-4 description of the desired future condition of the Forest
-Management area direction

~Forest Action Schedules

Tables in this chapter display resources and activity outputs for a 50 year
period. All information shown for periods beyond the first decade are
estimates of potential only and are not planned or programmed. Actual
programmed accomplishment beyond the first decade will be set through
subsequent Forest Plan revisions.

B. FOREST MULTIPLE-USE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

Goals and objectives define the direction of Forest-wide management. Goals
are broad definitions of what will be achieved, while objectives are aimed
at achieving those goals. By implementing the Forest Plan, the goals and
objectives are translated into on-the-ground results.

ECREAT
Goal #1

Provide a broad range of outdoor recreation opportunities for all segments
of the public.

Goal #2
Maintain existing developed site facilities.
Ob jecti

a. Bring the condition of developed recreation facilities to condition
classes T or 2 by 1995.

b. Conduct green tree hazard analysis surveys every five years in developed
sites.

¢. Provide picnic opportunities adjacent to comminities.
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d. PFRegulate the opening and closing dates of facilities to serve the publie
in an efficient and eccnomical manner.

€. Develop and implement a vegetative management plan for each developed
site. Give priority to heavily used sites.

f« Develop 0&M plans for all water and sanitation systems.

g Develop management obJjectives for each developed site as part of the
site operation and maintenance (0&M) plan that describes the "standard"
(Full FSM, and less than standard RSM) levels of service.

h. Conduet potable water sampling as required by the State and manual
direction.

i. Complete safety and maintenance inspections of developed sites and
necessary corrective action prior to opening the site for public use.

Goal #3

Encourage private enterprise to develop desired recreation opportunitites
adjacent to the Forest.

Goal) #4
Provide a broad spectrum of dispersed recreation opportunities.
Objectives

a. Develop and implement a self-gulded interpretive trail in Lamoille
Canyon by 1986.

b. Cooperate with other agencles to develop dispersed recreation
opportunities (e.g. snowmobile trails etec.).

Goal #5

Increase emphasls on management of dispersed recreation opportunities.

Goal #6

Provide a trall system adequate for administrators, permittees (including
livestock) and the recreating public to travel to and within the National
Forest both summer and winter.

Ob jecti

a. Maintain the trail system consisting of approximately 1,000 miles of
summer trail.

b. Program Trail Construction Funds to reconstruet or construct one mile of
trail annually and to replace one bridge every five years.

Ca Build trallhead facilities at trail right-of-way access points as
needed.
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d. Maintain at least one "on the shelf" trail construction/reconstruction
project.

e. Prepare trail maintenance plans for each Distriect.
Goal #7

Provide a system of managed cross-country ski and snowmobile trails with
adequate trailhead facilities.

Goal #8

Provide opportunities for the use of motor vehicles where they will not
unacceptably impact Forest resources or unnecessarily impact other Forest
users.,

Objectives

a. Review the travel plan annually and revise as necessary. The most
current revisions will become a part of the management direction for the
Forest Plan.

b. Monitor ORV use.

Goal #9

Provide for a pleasing visual landscape in the Humboldt National Forest.
Goal #10

Identify, protect, interpret and manage significant cultural resources.
ObJjectives

a. Complete an inventory of all cultural resources within the areas of the
Forest identitied as having a high potential by 1990.

b. Evaluate and, if appropriate, nominate the following as Historic Sites
for the National Register by 1990:

White Pine Wickiup Site

Mahoney Ranger Station

Belmont

Smith Creek Caves

Piloche Stage Stops

A1l Administrative Buildings
Jarbidge Wilderness Mining Claimz
Osceola Ditch

Quinn Springs Stage Stop

e¢. Develop a plan for the interpretation, protection, and maintenance of
known cultural resource sites.
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Goal #11

Preserve the natural ecosystems in the proposed Research Natural Areas.

Objectives

a. Protect sites proposed as Research Natural Areas while they are being
considered for designation and following designation.

b. Return proposed Research Natural Area (RNAs) to multiple use management
if they are not designated as RHNAs.

Goal #12

Coordinate recreation programs with local, county, state and other Federal
recreation agencies.

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

Goal #13

Improve the quantity and quality of lake and stream habitats through
increased coordination with other land use programs, cooperation with Nevada
Department of Wildlife, and direct habitat improvement.

Objectives=

a. Improve the Forest aquatic habitat data base for project and land use
planning by completing aquatic inventories on all streams by 1995.

b. Provide aquatic habitat analysis input for range allotment plans and
updates, recreational developments, and road constructions annually. Alsc
provide input on non Forest activities that affect the Forest such as dam

construction, hydro-power developments, and water rights adjudications.

¢. Improve habitats through developing an average cof 20 structures annually
during the period from 1986 -~ 2036.

Goal #14
Improve the current productive level of wildlife habitat with emphasis on

mwaintaining or improving limiting factors such as big game winter ranges
(measured in acres), in cooperation with Nevada Department of Wildlife.

Objectives

a. Provide wildlife habitat analysis input for range alleotmert plans and
updates.

b. Complete by 1990 and then update annually on a site specific basis the
big game habitat use invertories for all seasonal habitats orn the Forest.

c. Develop a sagebrush management strategy that incorporates sage grouse,

antelope, and deer habitat requirements, 1livestock forage improvement
objectives, and soil-vegetation potentials by 1990.
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d. Maintain forage cover ratios on deer winter ranges within pinyon-juniper
type through coordinating fuelwood management with blg game winter range
use.

e. Implement habitat improvement projects as outlined within the Forest
Action Schedule.

f. Acquire lands needed for improving limiting factors such as big game
winter range when possible.

g+ Consider reintroductions of indigenous wildlife and {fish species where
vacant niches have been identified and conflicts with other resources can be
resovled.

h. Establish and maintain desert bighorn sheep range and numbers.

Goal #15

Manage classified species® bald eagle (E), peregrine falcon (E), Lahontan
cutthroat trout (T), Bonneville cutthroat trout (8) habitat to maintain or
enhance their status through coordination with other land use programs,
agency cooperation, and direct hablitat improvements.

Objectives

a. Cooperate with the Nevada Department of Wildlife in the re-establishment
of the peregrine falcon by 1990,

b. Investigate the opportunities to establish native Bonneville cutthreoat
trout into historic habitats and implement actions in coordination with the
Nevada Department of Wildlife by 1995.

¢. Cooperate with the Nevada Department of Wildlife to re-establish native
Lahontan cutthroat trout into historic habitats as outlined in the approved
"Lahontan Cutthroat Trout Fisheries Management Plan® by 1993.

d. Give priority to structural habitat improvement work for Lahontan and
Bonneville cutthroat trout.

RANGE
Goal #16

Manage all allotments to maintain suitable range presently in satisfactory
ecological conditlon, and improve suitable range that 1s in less than satis-
factory condition.

Obiecti
a. Develop lmproved management systems for all allotments by 1988.

b. Develop grazing systems which include periodic rest, where possible.

® [E = Endangered, T = Threatened, 8 = Sensitivel
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Gogl #17

Produce a sustained yleld of forage on all lands avallable and suitable for
livestock grazing while maintaining or enhancing the productivity of the
land.

Obiegtives

a. Develop an acceptable balance between the avallable grazing capacity and
livestock numbers through proper monitoring of allotment management plans,
to insure that resource objectives are met.

b, Complete vegetative treatment projects that are prescribed in allotment
management plans that are compatible with other resources and are cost
effective.

c. Complete coordinated resource management plans where private lands, BLM
lands and other Federal lands can be managed in conjunction with National
Forest System lands.

Goal #18

Manage 1livestock to recognize the special needs relating to wet meadows and
riparian areas, and fisherles habitat.

Qbjectives

a. Emphasize proper range management techniques that will improve livestock
distribution.

b. Utilize the latest research information available 1n designing and
implementing grazing systems.

¢c. Fence developed springs or small wet meadows that cannot otherwise be
protected.

d. Consider conversions from sheep allotments +to cattle allotments only
after careful consideration of these areas through an environmental analysis
process.

Goal #19

Reduce conflicts between livestock and wildlife for forage on key winter
ranges.

Goal #20

Manage the Cherry Springs, Monte Cristo, and Quinn Wild Horse Territoriles in
accordance with the W1ild Horse and Burro fAct and the approved territory
plans.

Goal 21

Maintain sensitive plant species.
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Goal #22

Cooperate with the Animal Plant and Health Inspection Service (APHIS) in
controlling range pests that could devastate rangelands.

Goal #23
Support predator control program by making recommendationas on the need for

control, methods to be used, and apecial precautions needed and by
evaluating the environmental effects of predator control.

Goal #24

Emphasize the control of priority 1 noxious weeds.

Objectives

a. Cooperate with counties in the treatment and control of noxious weeds.
b. Re-treat those areas where priority 1 noxious weeds have not been

eliminated and concentrate new treatment on those areas posing the greatest
threat.

IIMBER
Goal #25
Harvest woodland products in coordination with other resources and provide

for integrated pest management. The long-range objective is to manage wood
products in an orderly long-term manner.

Goal #26

Promote the utilization of filre~killed trees, chainings, and green pinyon-
juniper through an aggressive firewood program.

0bject

a. By 1995, harvest 200 cords of green hardwood annually for firewood or
other products. Initially, offer at least 50 cords per year.

b. Develop a personal use firewood program that will provide 5,000 cords
annually through the first two decades.

C. Design sales of green softwoods to accomplish silvicultural, fuel
management, wildlife, and other resource management goals.

d. Open pinyon-juniper areas planned for type conversion for greenwood
cutting prior te chaining or burning.

€. Utilize the temporary roads concept to provide access to fuelwood not
available by the existing road system.
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Goal #2327

Manage aspen and other hardwoods to provide for a limited supply of fire
wood, other Forest products, wildlife benefits, and stand rejuvenation.

Goal #28
Determine the management potential of the pinyon-juniper cover type by

conducting an inventory to identify management needs and opportunities and
productivity levels, and subsequently ldentifying acceptable harvest levels.

S0IL AND WATER
Goal #29

Provide water and 8011 resource input to other resource activities to
protect or improve water quality and soil productivity.

Obiectiveg

a. Identify and adopt s0il and water conservation measures applicable to
the Forest.

b. Comply with state water quality standards during land management
activity.

C. Conduct hydrologic analysis on municipal watersheds and develop
management plans where needed.

Goal #30

Inventory the so0ll and water resources of the Forest to develop
interpretation of resource potential for management.

Chiectives

a. Complete an order-three soil survey for the Forest by 1995 in
cooperation with the National Cooperative Soll Survey Program.

b. Complete a water resource inventory on oritical watersheds by 1995,

Goagl #31

Quantify and secure Instream flow needs for MNational Forest purposes,
including favorable flows of water based on the Organic Act and Multiple Use
Act purposes.

Cbjectives
a. Continue the water uses inventory for the Forest.

b. Secure I1nstream flows of perennial streams and springs needed for
maintenance of riparlan and aquatic habitats.
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Goal #32
Design and implement practices on=-the-ground that will re-establish

acceptable soil, hydrologic, and vegetative conditlons which are sufficient
to secure and maintain favorable water flow.

Objectives
a. Return degraded riparlan ecosystems to theilr natural c¢ondition through
completion of inventorled watershed restoration projects and implementation

of grazing systems.

b. Give priority to problem areas in high value watersheds and where
accelerated erosion exists or erosion 1s rapidly increasing.

Goal #33

Identify habitat types on the Forest to assist management decisions
concerning resource use.

Objectives

a. Quantify plant community potentials in conjunction with the Forest soil
survey prograi.

b. Cooperate with agencies collecting habitat and range site information.
Goal #34

Develop a water quality monitoring plan of operation for the Forest.
Objectives

a. Quantify plant production potentials on range benchmark sites with soil/
¢limate data.

b. Quantify soil loss tolerance levels on major so0il types for different
management activities.

¢. Establish water quantity and quality monitoring on c¢ritical watersheds.

d. Initiate monitoring of scil and water resources to determine resource
potentials for management.

e. Initiate development of a water quality monitoring plan of operation for
each management area.

MINERALS
Goal §35

This goal was deleted because it was a duplicate of Goal #40.

IV-9



Goal #36

Adnminister the mineral resources of the Bumboldt National Forest to provide
for the needs of the American people and to protect and conserve othar
resources.

Goal #37

Respond to operating plans within the regulated time frames and provide for
environmental protection.

Objectives

a. Protect surface resources as much as possible and reclaim as soon as
possible.

b. Provide environmental assessment documents for smaller operators and act
as third-party contract monitor on large operations.

¢. Process operating plans according to the 36 CFR 228 regulations and
followup with compliance checks.

d. FExpedite the exploration and development of minerals resources for the
needs of the public within environmental constraints.

Goal {#38
Expedite oil/gas and geothermal activities.

Objectives

a. Evaluate exploration permit applications and administer those permits
issued (seismic and other methods).

b. Evaluate and forward recommendations through the Regional Forester to
the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) for oil and gas lease applications.

¢c. Evaluate and forward recommendations through the Regional Forester to
BLM for geothermal lease applications,

d. Process oll/gas and geothermal lease applications through the 3.0. and
District Offices as quickly as possible.

Goal #39

Reduce the backlog of oll and gas lease applications,

Objectives

Evaluate and forward recommendations to BLM for oil and gas lease applica-
tions held in suspense due to RARE II or other reasons,
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Goal #40

Integrate the exploration and development of mineral and energy resources
with the use and protection of other resources. Use special stipulations
identified in Appendix H for mineral leases.

Objectives

a. Provide for Forest Interdisciplinary Team input on exploration,
development and extraction plan proposals.

b. Complete mineral evaluations for land cases and development projects in
a timely manner.

c. Administer sales and free use of common variety minerals as needed.

d. Evaluate existing withdrawals in accordance with FLFMA and Bureau of
Land Management regulations by 1986.

e. Initiate mineral withdrawals needed to protect National Forest surface
resources and areas of high investment (e.g. ~ Administrative Sites,
Research Natural Areas, developed campgrounds etc.).

LANDS

Goal #41

Achleve the Jland ownership best sujted to managing the resources of the
Humboldt National Forest.

Ob jectives
a. Utilize Nevada Recelpts Act funds to purchase lands within ecritical

watersheds to prevent serious soil and erosion problems and minimize the
chance of damaging floods.

b. Program to accomplish one land exchange per year to Ilmprove
land ownership patterns and reduce management costs, with emphagslis on those
cases of 1,000+ acres.,

e, Complete the Ruby Mountain BLM/Forest Service interchange.

Goal {42

Locate and mark National Forest boundaries, with emphasis on areas where
encroachment is suspected or may occur.

Db jectives

a. Survey and post at least one mile of property line annually.

Goal #u3

Provide access to Natlonal Forest lands needed for public use, permittee
activities and administration.
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Ob jecti
a. Program to acquire two reoad or trail rights-of-way annually.

Goal #h4

Allow nonrecreation private structures where private land is not available
and the applicant demonstrates through the environmental analysis process

that National Forest 1s the best location for the structure and that
unacceptable Impacts can be avolded.

Objectives

a. Process applications for amendments and transfers of existing permits
within six months.

b. Process new specizl use requests within one year.

Goal #U5

Protect National Forest lands from trespass and undesirable occupancy.
Obiecti

a. Develop and Ilmplement a monitoring system to ldentify occupancy trespass
by 1986.

FACILITIES
{Includine Communicatiops)

Goal {#146

Manage Forest radio and commnication system in accordance with the Forest
Comminications Plan.

Objectives

a. Provide a radio and communications system adequate to insure efficient,
Forest-wide communications.

b. Have Forest microwave system operable by 1995 field season.

¢. Have Forest land mobile radio system updated by 1995 field season.

d. Have a distributed processing system (FLIPS) operational by 1987.

Goal #47

A management program will be developed for the operation and maintenance of

administrative sites, buildings and work centers needed for the economical
and efficient administration of the Forest.
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Dbjectives

a. Correct health, safety, and sanitation deficiencies at all sites by the
year 1990.

h. Have approved site plans for all facilities by the year 1990.
Goal #48

A road management program will be established to develop and maintain a
safe, economical, functional and environmentally sound transportation system
that serves the resource elements.

a. Complete condition surveys and establish design criteria of all
collector and arterial roads by the year 1995.

b. Complete development of a road management program by the year 1990.

¢. Reconstruct five miles per year of the arterial and collector road
system starting in 1991.

d. Concentrate road maintenance efforts on arterial and collector roads and

those local roads critical to resource management needs. Maintenance
priorities are:

(1) User safety.

(2) Control of erosion and environmental problems.
(3) User comfort.

EROTECTION
Goal #49
Develop a well-planned and executed fire protection and fire use program

that is cost efficient and responsive to land and resource management goals
and objectives.

Chiectives

a. Annually update the following Fire Management Action Plans to have the
appropriate level of fire readiness:

-=- Aviation Operation and Safety

Initial Action Programs (run cards)

Reinforcement Actions

Fire Tools and Caches

Manning and Specific Action Plans

-- fnnual Mobilization and Operation Plan
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b. Provide advice to rural communities about fire protection and prevention
and control programs of Cooperative Forestry Assistance fct.

¢. Include provisions in all permits and use authorizations for fire
prevention and suppression.

d. Emphasize cooperative fire protecticn to provide for Joint fire
protection through offset agreements, pald protection and combined fire
force.

Goal #50

Through cost-effective analysis, develop an active fire prevenfion program
with cooperating agencies that 1s directed towards specific areas and causes
based on probablity of occurrence, damages expected and program costs,

Objectives

All fire danger warnings or restriction noftices will be removed no later
than five days after the emergency is over,

Goal #51

Maintain fire suppression capabilities which allow an appropriate
suppression response to all wildfires.

ObJjectives

a. Provide fire suppression action on all wildfires which is cost effective
and protects life and property.

b. Each wildfire ignitien will receive an appropriate response
{confinement, containment or control).

¢. If the wildfire escapes initial attack the suppression decision will be
based on an escaped fire situation analysis.

d. The extent of the suppresslion will be based on resource values, cosis,
burning conditions, safety, protection of private property, spread potential
and fire organization commitment.

e, Wildfire suppression shall be based on the threat of life, property and
a current National Fire Management Analysis.

Goal #52

Establish and maintain fuel mosalcs which result in an acceptable hazard and
spread potential of wildfire, allow an appropriate wildfire suppression and
contribute to other resource programs and aesthetics.
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Obicctives
a. Use prescribed fire when cost effective to achieve other resource
vegetative manlpulation objectives such as for timber, wildlife or range
management.

b. Prescribed fires using planned ignitions may be used to duplicate the
recorded fire frequency, size and effect.

Ca About 2,000 acres of fuels will be treated annually.

d. Utilization will be stressed as the primary method of fuel reduction
with follow-up treatment and/or burning as needed.

e. Vegetative modification projects should be designed to break up
continuous fuel types.

PUBLIC INFORMATION
Goal #5353

Resource Management +~ Inform the public of National Forest resource
management activities as related to the national and local econony.

Objectives
a. Emphaslze resource management as a cost-effective activity.

b. Relate the information to the management direction as established in the
Forest Plan.

Goal #54
Visitor Information Support - The Humboldt National Forest will provide

interpretive service programs to help resclve management conflicts and
increase public understanding of National Forest management.

Obiecti

a. Provide safe and enjoyable use of recreation opportunities:

(1) Stress the use of volunteers to supplement the Forest informaticn

program and to improve visitor contacts.

{2) Provide visitor information services at all Ranger District Offices,
Lehman Caves Visitor Center during the peak recreation season, and Forest

Supervisor?!s 0ffice.

(3) Provide and participate in appropriate public displays or events.

(4) Complete timely updates of important Forest publications including

Forest recreation maps and Travel Plan maps.

(5} Provide a system of information and signing, adequate to meet the

public's needs.
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b. Continue development of the Recreation Opportunity Guide.

Goal #55

Envirommental Education - Support the environmental education efforts of the
local school systems.

ObJjectives

a. The Forest will coordinate development of envirommental education sites
and curriculum but the programs will be administered by the participating
schools.

Goal #56

Public Involvement - Ensure appropriate public participation in National
Forest planning and decision making.

Objectives

a. Maintain full contact with all government and special interest groups
and the general publie by:

(1) Mzaintaining contact with state government units.
(2) Mzintaining contact with the state legislators.
(3) Maintaining contact with Congressional delegation.

(4) Maintaining contact with all identified special interest groups
including industry, environment, recreation and permittees.

(5) Maintaining local contacts will be District Ranger's responsibility.

(6) Ensuring adequate public notification by mass media, personal contact
and direct mail to aliow the public to participate.

Goal #5357

Increase and maintain service to the public.
Ghiectives
a. Increase public contacts in the field.

b. Emphasize the HOST Program and "Service" concept through employee
training.

[ Inform the public of Forest activities and opportunities through the
media.

(1) Provide weekly recreation reports, as needed, to the media.

(2) Provide current recreation information to the media.
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d. Improve appearance of facilities, vehlcles and work areas.

e, Redesign facilities and visitor information centers to accommodate
elderly and handicapped persons.

f. Provide recreational opportunities such as trails on Natlonal Forest
land adjacent to private resorts.

g. Provide access to firewood.

Goal # 58

Perpetuate and protect bristlecone pine.
C. FOREST-WIDE STANDARDS AND GUIDELIKES

Management requirements necessary for achieving goals and objJectives are
referred to as standards and guidelines, These state the bound or
constraints within which management practices will be performed. Within
this document, the terms "standards™ and "guidelines"™ are interchangeable
with no difference in meaning. The Forest-wide standards and guidelinea
deseribed in the following section were developed:

(1) to resolve public issues and management concerns.

{2) to direct management practices to accomplish Forest-wide goals and
objectives,

The application of standards and guidelines is intended as follows:

-= Where conflicts occur among standards and guldelines the confliet will
be resolved in favor of the direction which produces the greatest degree of
multiple use values (e.g., direction which benefits three resource uses
will be applied over direction which benefits two or less resource uses).

~- Forest Interdisciplinary Teams should recommend to the Forest Management
Team modifications of conflicting guidelines or standards when such changes
would eliminate the probability of conflict in similar situations in the
future.

Riparian Area Management

Standards and guidelines for riparian areas can be found in a sub-section of
the "Soil and Water" section, Additional standards and guidelines for
riparian areas are located under other resource headings, such as "Range",
"Wildlife™," Recreation™, ete.
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be resolved in favor of the direction which produces the greatest degree of
multiple use values (e.g., direction which benefits three resource uses
will be applied over direction which benefits two or less resource uses).

~- Forest Interdisciplinary Teams should recommend to the Forest Management
Team modifications of conflicting guidelines or standards when such changes
would eliminate the probability of conflict in similar situations in the
future.

Riparian Area Management

Standards and guidelines for riparian areas can be found in a sub-section of
the "Soil and Water" section, Additional standards and guidelines for
riparian areas are located under other resource headings, such as "Range",
"Wildlife™," Recreation™, ete.

IV-17
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MTH
PRACTICES e MANAGEMENT DIRECTION STANDARDS AND GUIEELINES
RECREATION
Recreation A)1  Evalwate wnique vegetative types
Planning for special mansgement designation
ROS and YO A02 Manage for the Recreation Oppor-
Management tunity Spectrum (ROS) as inventoried.

Cultural Resource AQ1
Plarning, Inven-  AO2
tory, Evaluation/ AO3
Nemination, Aol
Protection/
Enhencement

Maintain the present amount of ROS
Primitive and Semi-Primitive Non-
Motorized area,

Manage the visual landscape, as
inventoried, with the plarmed Visml
Quiity Objectives (VQ0).

Rehabilitate or mitigate visually
unaceeptable conditions or faeil-
ities,

Standards and guidelines which follow
are consistent with procedures
accepted by the State Historde
Preservation Office (SHPO),
guidelines faollowed by the Nevada
Bureau of Land Management, and
professicomally accepted standards
supported by the archaeological
cammity in the area. Directim

in this Plan calls for full
implemetation of these standards

and guidelines in managing

alltiral resources on the Forest

ard in eamplying with applicable
Federal laws and regulation including
hut not limited to: the National
Historic Preservation fct of 1968,

Allod no new permenent roads except for
mwineral production.,

Inventory visually unacceptable eanditions,

In consultation with the SHPO and in coordina-
tion with other Federal and State agencies,
forest-wide and area or site specific plans will
will be developed. Such plans will include
management recamendations and alternatives
for properties on or eligible for the
NHational Register as well as for properties
vhich do not necessarily qualify for nomina-
tim. To the extent possible, plans will
guide further irventary and evaluation

needs and be in cacert with the State
Historde Preservation Plan.

4 Cultural Resource Overview will be completed
by 1988 and used as a guide in conjunction
with the State Historic Preservation Plan

for project survey and forest-wide

cultural resource meragement.
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STANDARTS AMD GUIDELINES

MIH

PRACTICES XE MANAGFEMENT DIRECTION
RECREATTON (Cont.)
Culturel Resource AD1  as amended (NPA); Executive Order 11593;
Plaming, Inven-  A02 the implementing regulations in 36 CFR
tory, Evaluation/ A03 800 and 36 (FR 60; supplementary
Nomination, AQN  Advisory Council guidelines; the
Protection/ Antiquities Act of 1906; and
Enhancement the Archasolcogical Resources

Protection Act of 1979. Csultation
with the SHPO, the President's
Advisory Camcil n Historic Preserva-
tion, and the keeper of Register
will be conducted as appropriate

in fulfilling responsibilities

wder Section 106 of the NHPA, as
implemented by 36 CFR 800, and

the regulatory mandates of 36 CFR

60.

In complisnce with ED11593 and the NHPA,
a professionally supervised culutural
resource management progrem will be
conducted. Pareprofessional

will require a 40 hour course, Para-
professionals can conduct small, non-
oamplex samrveys and projects independ-
ently with professional review and
wark directly with a CM specialist

an more complex projects or in areas of
high sensitivity

A Forest-side programmatic inventory will
be conducted. This will aid in plamning,
menagement decisions, and the development
of an inventory of National Register
properties. To implement forest-wide
inventory, base data will be prepared
for identifying high and moderate
sengitivity for cultiwa}l resources.
Although low sensitivity areas will be
will be sampled in the inventory,
priority will be given to areas with
the highest predictability and based

on issues, values, risks, and input
fran the SHRO as appropriate.

A culturel rescurce inventory will be
caducted prior to decision which
cauld bave an effect on significant
gites in areas where previous survey
and evaluation bave not been accomp—
lished. Resource activities impacting
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MIH

PRACTICES COLE MANACRMENT DIRECTICH STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES
REIJRE'.ATICN (Cont)

Cultura]l Resowrce AD1 knosn cultural resources will allow
Plamming, Tnven~  AO2 for evaluation and, where needed,
tory, Evaluation/ AO3 mitigation of impacts prior to project
Nemination AON implementation.

Cultural resource inventory will be conducted
on National Forest lands proposed for

exchange out of federal ownership.

For inventory purposes, a mix of intensive
systematic survey and intuitive swrvey
will be conducted with actuval coversge
depending on such variables as slope,
vegetative cover, and known or suspected
senaitivity. For Intensive, systemitic
survey, 30 meter intervals generally will
be the maximm used although transect
interval can be either shortened or widened
depending upon professional Jjudgement.

A professionally acceptable level

of recordation of properties and a survey
report are required.

Where appropriate, thematic inventory and
evaluation will be conducted for lmown
eligible or potentially eligible properties;
&.2., structures of the OCC era. As
approprizte, the best examples will be
nominated to the Mational Register and to

the extent possible menaged for preservaticn-
in-place.
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MIH
PRACTICES OODE MANAGEMENT DIRECTION STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES

RECREATION {(Cont)
Cultural Resource AD1
Flamming, Inven-  AQ2 A1} identified culturel rescurces will be
tory, Evalwation/ AD3 evaluated for National Register eligibility.
Nemination, A0 To achieve progranmatic goals forest-wide,
Protection/ pricrity will be given to sites with known
Enhencement. Natioral Register potential especially

vihere degradation or other disturbance
might endanger the integrity of the property

At the project level, assessment will include
effects of proposed wndertakings, reccmmenda-
fions of feasible altermatives to protect
cultural rescurce valves, and input into
EA/EIS documents,

Properties will be evaluated as to their
potential to contribute data =significant
to the prehistory or history of the naticn,
state, or local area pursuant to 36 CFR 60
ax] direction in the State Historic
Preservation Flan. At a minimm, the
following criteria will be considered
appropriate:

1. Data relating to the Vietorian
settlement frontier, the mining
frontier, ranching industry, indus-
try, industrial development, trans-
portation and commmication corrdi-
dors, lumber industry, and ethnic
populaticns.,
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MIH

PRACTICES COLE MANAGEMENT DIRECTION STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES
RECREATION (Cont)
Cultural Resource 401 2. Data pertaining to prehistoric occu-
Plamning, Inven- 402 pation including cultural affilia-
tory, Evaluation, AQ3 tion, chronology, adaptation, syp-
Namination, Aok chronie and diachronic varation,
Protection, paleo-enviromental recoostruction,
Erhancement and depositional history.

3. Data of locdl or regional nature as
catlined in the Archeclcgical Ele-

ment of State Historie Preservation
Plan.

A minimm of five properties will be
narinated to the Raticnal Register over
the 10 year plamming period. This will be
aceamplished by nomirating at least one
property every two years.

&= appropriate, avoidance, data recovery,

or other mitigation practices will be
implemented when significant cultural
resources will be affected by project
impacts. Avoidance may necessitate redesign
of a project. Data recovery and mitigation
plans will be in compliance with applicable
laws, regulation, and supplementary Advisory
Camecll guidelines.

Significant cultwral resources will be
protected from disturbence and deteriora-
tion from natural process. All cultural
resources will be protected from
wauthorized disturbance and collection.
In emphasis will be placed on protection
neasires such as signing, fencing,
rehzbilitation, stabilization, monitoring,
law enforcement, and public informetion.
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STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES

Enhencement and interpretation of cultwral
resources will be coordinated with visitor
information servioes, Forest interpretive
programs, and where practical developed

MIH
PRACTICES O0DE MANAGEMENT DIRECTION
RECREATION (Comt)
Cultural Resource A
Plamning, Inven-  AD2
tory, Evaluation/ AQ3
Nanination, Aoh
Protection/ recreaticn use,
Enhancement

Facdlity and Site
Canstruction and
Reconstruction

Facdlity and Site
Management

Bring the condition of developed
recreation facllities to maintenance
clase 1 by the year 2000 or remove,

Manage developed sites at the stan-
ard service level during the managed
recreation season.

Protect developed recreation
sites by limiting season of
use, length of stay, and
and mibers of pecple using
the site.

Acaderric research will be encoursged.
Review, processing, and administration
of Special Use Permits and other Cultural
Resource Permits will be handled with
maximm efficiency.

Recreation development at sites vwhere there
is a high water table will provide proper
design features to protect water quality.

Priorities will be health and safety
improvement of existing substandard
Prepare and implement operation and
maintenance plans for all developed
Sites,

Limit camping to 14 days.
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MIH
PRACTICES e MANAGEMENT DIRECTION STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES
RECREATION (Cont)
Facility and Site AOT7
Management

i-Al

Develop and implement site prescrip-
tims to achieve and maintain desir-

able vegetative cover.

Camplete ammual safety inspection
and remove hazards to protect the

safety of the public.

Mlow no site distrubing activities

at developed sites except to improve
the site.

Use pack-in pack-out system where
practical.

Charge fees at locations meeting legal

requirenents unless collection costs
exceed reveme collected.

Install vandal-resistant facilities
at developed sites where needed and
cost effective.

Regulate opening and closing dates as
listed in RIM. Dates may change
depending on weather conditions or as
demand changes.

Camplete developed site vegetative mumage-
ment. plans.

Conduct green hazard tree evaluation at least
every ten years.

Remove hazard trees and other hazards prior

to campground openings and as needed during
recreatim season

Manage trees in selected developed =ites
to minimize damage.

Allow no timber mrvest, mineral development
or other site disturbing activities on de-

veloped sites, exvept for salvage work fol-
lowing natural disasters.

Contact site users and post notices.



GZ-AT

Forest-Wide Manspement Direction, Standards, and Guidelines

MH
PRACTICES O0DE MANAGEMENT DIRECTION STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES
HRECREATION (Coat)
Fapility and Site AO7 Comply with State water system standards.
Management. (Cont. )
Public Inform- AT  Use volunteers to supplement the
tion Forest information program and im-
prove visitor information service.
Maintain eontact with local govern- Provide displays and participate in public
ments, special interest groups, and events.
the general public.
Recreation A7 Retain exdsting recreation residence See Apperdix I for specific standards and
Residence special use permits. guidelines.
Recreation A0B Administer recreation special uses
Special Use to insure that permittees meet
mindmm enviromental and publie
standards.
Issue special-use permits to permit-
tees fulfilling an chvicus public
need or demend and where this use
will not interfere with other publie
uses,
Outfitter and Cocperate with NDOW in the issuance Direct the current cutfitter—guide operation
Guide of outfitter and guide permits. avay fram arcas heavily used by other users.

Inspect areas used by outfitter-guides to
insure that impacts are acceptable parti-
cularly from harses, Where there are
wacceptable impaets, eliminate or reduce
use.
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STANDARDS AND GUIDFLINES

Mark snowmcbile trajls. Cooperate with
Nevada State Parks to provide snowmobile

Provide trafic coantrol and toilets at desired

MIH
PRACTICES CCDE MANAGEMENT DIRECTION

RECRFATION (Cont)

Winter Use 208 Encourage the State and Coumnty
to anoWplow parking areas at
sites needed for cross-camtry facilitiea.
skiing, snowmobiling and
snow play.

Evaluate proposals for helicopter
skiing on a case-by-case basis.

Dispersed Use Mansge dispersed recreation to

Administration protect resourees and to prevent

Off-road Vehicle

over-use.

Rehabilitate dispersed sites that
show unaceeptable deterioration due
to overuse.

Direct large camping groups to
dispersed sites outside of developed
sites.

Alow no dispersed area camping
adjacent to developed sites.

Maintain the travel plan to
minimize user conflicts, reduce
resouree damage and maintain
public safety.

sites when needed. Utilize special-use permits
to direct and cantrol use. Use rest rotation to
help aites recover vegetation.

Close undeveloped campaites to vehicles where
resources are being damaged.

Limit dispersed camping to a 16-day length of
Stayu

Clooe and/or revegetate the site.

Replace gates with cattlegmumrds where livestock
renagement problems have resulted fram gates
left open.

Mnitor the effectivenss of the Travel Plan
and review the need for changes armually.

Maintain aigns to Level 4.
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MIH
PRACTICES O0DE MANAGEMENT DIRECTION _STANDARDS AND GUIDEL.TNES
RECREATTON (Cont)
Off-rcad Vehicle Refer to the mamm] cn Uhiform Traffic Control
Monagement {(Cont. ) devices when closing roads and trails.

Trail Can- A10 Construet or reconstruct trails Construct trails with minimal disturbance
struction AN ard trailhead facilities shown of scil and vegetation.
in the Forest fAction Schedule
Priorities for use of trail construction
Purds:

1. Reeanstruct trail to provide for
public safety, avoid wet areas,
prevent eresicn, and resclve

grade problems,
2. Improve trails to accanodate

motorbike and/or horse use.
3. Castruct new trails.

Stabilize and cbliterate abandaned trails.,

Design new or relocated trails to take
adventage of opportunities for interpreting
nature features and viewing wildlife.

Relocate poorly aligred trails and
relabilitate abandoned portions.

Design bridges far expected use.

Trail System A12 Provide a trail system adequate for Maintain signs to Level 4.
Maintetiance and afministrators, permittees, and the
public.
Require resource activities jmpact-
ing trails to mitigate impacts.
A12  Encoursge Local and State agencies Cocperate with Local and State agencies

and civie organizations to help as well as, clvie organizations and
maintain trails, clubs to maintain trails.
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MIH
PRACTICES CODE,

MANAGFMENT DTRECTTON

STANDARDS AND GUITELINES

WILTLYFE & FISH

Surveys, Plaming CO1 Malntain productivity of wildlife

Preseriptions,
Mmitoring
Cooperation and
Administration

habitat through direct habitat improve-
ment and coordination with other land
use programs,

Cooperate with NDOW in managing wild-
life habitat.

Provide terrestrial and aquatic habitat
amalyais imput for fuelwoed removal, road
construction projects, range allotment
plamning and development, water rights

ad judication, hydrcpower development, and
mineral exploration and development taldng
place an the Naticnal Forest.

Design range improvements (structural and
ronstructural) to meet and accomodate wild-
life/fish needs.

Design road and trail croesings of streams
populated with fish to allow for fish pass-
age and maintenance of water quality standards.

Require new special uses to be designed to
limit the loss of any wildlife habitat to
the least amont possible.

Involve the Nevada Deapriment of Wildlife
in programs and activites that affect wild-
1life and fish habitats and perfom joint
mritoring of these habitats.

Review the MOU with NDOW anrmally and update
as needed.

Allow NDOH to treat lakes and streams with
chanicals to kill wndesirable or over-
abandent fish populations. Restock treated
laltes and streams with desirable species.

Participate armally in game range cbserations
ard studies and make harvest recomendations,
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MIH
PRACTTCES CODE MANAGFMENT DIRECTION STANDARDS AND GUITFLINES

WILDLTFE (Cont.)

Surveys, Planoing Transplants of new species will be consi-
Preseriptions, dered appropriate where a vacant niche has
Manitaring been identified and canflicts with other

Cooperation and resources are minimal or can be mitigated.
Administration

Provide habitat for sensitive and
Federally listed T&E species.

Protect ard improve key or important
hebitats.

First priority is to coordinate other resource
activities with Lahontan and Bomneville
atthroat trout hebitat menagement.

Beocnplish structural improvement work in
sujtable areas to ipprove habitat for Lahcntan
and Bonpeville cutthroat trout.

Strive to achieve and maintain at least 90%
of the natural bark stability for streams
supporting Lahontan or Bameville cutthroat
trout.

Cooperate with NDOW and U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service in recovery of the peregrine
falcon.

Protect. complexes comprised of moist habitats
amd adjacent security areas,

Place water developments in meadows or sea-
sonal wet spots only after interdisciplinary
review.

Restrict oil and grs exploraticn and develop—
ment activities in key big game habitats.
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MIH

PRACTICES CCDE MANAGEMENT DIRECTION STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES
WILDLIFE Cont.)
Sarveys, Plamnirg €0t Protect key sage grouse breeding complexes;
Prescriptions, i.e., strutting gromnds and associated nesting
Monitaring areas,
Cocperation and
AQrinistration Manage snowmobile use to minimize conflicts
(Cont.) with wintering big game animals.

Habitat Improvement C02 Improve or maintain the quality and
(Structural and C03 quantity of terrestrial and riparian
Nonstructural) habitats.

Carplete lmbitat improvements as listed in
the Forest Action Plan.

Water developments eonstructed for live-
stock will provide access and escape
for wildlife.

Builgd a1l fences to provide ease of wildlife
passage.

Vegetation manipulation projects will be de-
sigred to consider the needs of wildlife.

Sagebrush control will not be conducted on any
known or identified key sage grouse range
acept to maintain or improve grouse hebitat.

Fuelwood harvest policy will reflect the needs
of wildlife,

Vegetation menipulation projects will be
permitted within key deer winter range to the
extent they mmintain or enhance the area for
deer.
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MIH
PRACTICES COLE, MANAGRMENT DIRECTTON

STANDARDS AND GUITFLINES

WILILIFE (Cont.)

tat Improvement C02
(Structural and Co3
Nonstructural)

(Cont. )}

Habitat Improve- C03 Improve habitat quelity ardd quantity
ment (Structural) for Lahontan and Boneville cut—
throat trout,

Vegetation menipulation projects will be
designed to create desirable edge effects and
leave islands of untreated vegetation where
needed for thermal and escape cover.

4 100 foot strip of living sagebrush ar a

distance determined by an interdisciplinary
team will be retained arcand original meadow
bondaries and around patches of aspen when
Ccondueting vegetative manipulation projects.

Acccmplish structwral improvement work in
suitable arezs to improve abitat for
Lahontan and Bomeville cutthroat trout.

Other standards and guidelines applicable
to Lahontan cutthroat trout can be fourd

wder the range, sail and water secticns.
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PRACTICES

MMH
CODE

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION

STANDARDS AND GUITHLINES

Rarge Resource
Plamming

0]

Manage allotments to meintain suitable
range in satisfactory ecological con-
dition and improve range in less than
satisfactory ecological eondition by
developing menagement plans on all
allotments and wild horse territordes
by 1988,

Allotment plarning and envircimental
analysis will use an interdisciplinary
approach.

Develop allotment mensgement and teritory
plars for each allotment and wild horse
territory. Update 2llotment menagement and
territory plans to reflect Forest standards
and guidelines,

Farage utilization standards are established
for each grazing allobment as a pert of the
allctment management plan. As plans are
updated the stardards of utilization may be
adjusted. These ukilization standards are
developed by an interdisciplinary team to insure
that specific resource cbjectives are net.

Inplement grazing systems which provide for
deferment, or rest where feasible, Rest-
rotation systems will be used when feasible
and where significant area is in wmatisfactory

Each new or updated allotment menagement or
wild horse territory plan will contain specific
menitoring standards developed with an inter-
disciplinary tesm.

Locate where feasible, all range improvements
away fram travel corridors, especially trails
ard popular fisherdes and other water courses.
Incorporate design and landscape management
prineiples to mitigate the visual impacts.

Grazing systems will be developed to enhance
riparian zones.
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MMH
PRACTICES CODE MANAGEMENT DIRECTICN STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES
RANGE (Cort,
Range Resource D01
Plarming Where possible, relccate stock driveways and

Caversicn from sheep grazing to cattle
grazing will not be allowed where rdiparian
areas would be adversely affected.

Develop an armual operating plan for each
aliotment which identifies the speecific
action 1tems and techmiques to be utilized
during the current grazing season. The
apmial operating plan will consist of
written and graphic sectlons. The written
section will include, where applicable:

1. Clear and definite instructicns
concarning menagement. of livestock
while on the allotment. This should
include the schedule for each unit
to be grazed, expected amount of
time each unit will be grazed, hew
the livestock will be moved from unit,
and standards for getting the live-
stock moved and Mclesned out™ of a
grazing unit.

2. Fange improvement meintenance respon-
sibility for the current year, when
the maintenance will be accomplished,
and the maintenance standards to be
attained,

3. A list of range improvement projects to
be started or cepleted during the year.

4, Any pecessary instructions concerning
trailing and/or trucking livestock to
and fram the allotment.
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Mg
PRACTTICES CODE MANAGEMENT DIRECTION STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES
RANCE (Cont.)
Resaurce D01 5. Special instructicns on camp

Plamning

Allotment development should be based
@ an approved allotment menagement
plan including an economic analysis

Develcp coordinated resource menagement
plans with other user groups.

1.

2.

sanitation and fire preventation
responsibilities of permittee.

Multiple use coordinaticon require-
mets with which the permittee is
expected to camply, including anjwel
control practices and campliance
with endangered and threatened
species requirements,

The graphic section should include:

A mep showing allotment and manage-
ment it bordaries, range improve-
pent, closed areas and special
maragement situations.

heceptable forms for recording actual
use, losses, improvements, minte-
pance, end other management data.

Allotment management, plans will identify
and schedule detailed forage improvement
opportunities and structural/nonstructural

Improvement needs.

Integrate range management on National Forest
allotments with contiguous HM, State and/or

private lands, where possible.

Coordinate allotment ymeragement plaming with
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MIH
PRACTICES CODE MANAGEMENT DIRECTTION STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES
RANGE (Cont, )
Renge Resource D01 Protect threatened, endangered, and Identify mitigating measures in the allot-~
Plamming (Cont.) sengitive plant species. ment rensgement plan which will protect

Reduce conflicts between livestock
and wildlife,

sengitive plant species and incorporate
these mitigating measures into the amnual
plan of use.

Livestock menagement will consider sensitive
areas such as riparian areas and critical
wildlife habitats to maintain or enhence
special values.

Coordinate livestock grazing with the wild-
life habitat improvement program.

Management will be directed toward having
riparian areas in good or better ecclogical
condition and stable or upward trend.

Camplete livestock adjustments needed to develcp
en acceptable balance between awvallable capacity
and livestock mumbers.

Water developments constructed for livestock
will provide aceess and escape remps for
wildlife,

Build all fences to allow for wildlife
passage.

Minimize livestock/big game conflicts n key
winter range:
1. Hold stodkdng levels of livestock

on key winter ranges to the carrying
capacity needed to meet objectives.
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PRACTICES

MIH
CDE MANAGRMENT DIRECTION

RANGE (Cont, )
Plarming (Cont.)

Range Resource

STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES

DO1

Reduee recreation/livestock conflicts.

D02 Update range allotment analysis as

2.

3.

Implement grazing systems that reduce
campetition for forage on winter
ranges.

Apply vegetative treatment on winter
range which will improve habitat condi-
tins,

L, Install structural improvements on

winter range which will aid in con-
tralling and distributing livestock
use

Minimize livestock/fisheries habitat conflicts
in riparian areas:

1.

2-

3-

Implement grazing systems that enhance
riparian area streambank stability and
vegetative cover.

Epply vegetative treatment which
will iwprove habitat conditions.

Install structural improvements
(range and fisheries) to aid recovery
of riparizn area resources.

Coordinate the range development program with
recreation use in campgromds in the develop-
ment of the AMlotment Management Plan.

Provide gates or fence passage on trails as
as needed to facilate access.

Fence campgrounds when eanflicts with other
resarees cammot be obherwise resolved.

Anaiysis or updates will be conducted according
to Regiomal Guidelines,
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MANAGRMENT DIRECTTON

STANDARDS AND GUIDELTNES

MIH
PRACTICES COLE
RANGE (Cemit.
Range Rescurce Doz
Inventory (Cont.)
Noxious Weeds Doz
Inventory

Range Resource DO3
(Non-Structural)

Nesrlous Weed D03

Deseribe ecological sites and develcp
scare cards to rage ecological status

and rescurce value. Define monagement

strategies for rangeland.

Conduet monitordng and evaluation on all

allotments in accordance with Forest

Service Reglional Handbock. The Nevada

Rangeland Monitoring Handbock will be
uwsed as a gmiideline,

Cooperate with comties and others in
and irwentorying identifying priority
noxious weeds infestations.

Contimue the non-stroctural range
developrent program to maintain
or improve resource conditicns.

Livestock grazing will not be allowed
for two years following prescribed
fires, plantings, and seedings.

Cooperate with comties and others
in controlling nocious weeds and
poisoncus plants.

Utilize updated inventories of nexious weeds
in planning for and conducting of treatment
programs. Provide updated inventories to
state weed catrol specialists.

Implement non-structural range improvement
program identified within the allctment
management plan., NDOW will be nobified at
least ane year In advance of implementation
of all non-structural projects.

Coordinate non=structural improvements with
wildlife habitat requirements. Complete non-
structural improvement projects to treat de-
terdorated range, treat range to sustain
existing use, and to improve range conditicn.

Utilize fire as a tool to improve or medntain
ecological conditims.
Rehabilitate wildfire areas to meintain or
improve ecological conditions.

Contime memorandums of wnderstanding with
comties.
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MIH
PRACTICES CODE MANAGRMENT DTRECTION STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES
RANGE (Cant.
Noxdous Weed D03 Utilize direction provided by the Incorporate noxious weed eontrol into mineral
Control (Cont.) Intermountain Region programmtic cperating plans and allotwent menagement plans.
noxions weed and poisonous plant
control Eviromental Impact Treat new infestation and pricrity e nodous
Statement. weeds first.
Coordinate with permittees to treat poiscnous
plants where livestock losses have occurred
and/or have the potential to occur,
Mainterance of D04 Maintain non-structursl range improve- Maintain non-structural range improvements
Nen=-Structural ments to maintain or improve resource identified in the AMP.
Range Resource conditicns,
Inpiovements
Rarge Resources D05 Renge structural improvements will Constret range improvements specified in ap-
Jmprovement be constructed and maintained to proved management plans,
(Structural) facilitate proper use of the rer—e

resonrees.

Cooperatively constrnet or remove improvements
with users or other agencies.

File for water rights on all water sources that
are developed for livestock and/or wildlife
parposes,

Priority will be glven to range improvements
cn allotments with high percentage of lands
in unsatisfactory ecclogical condition,

Lecate inprovements to minimize adverse
Impacts o wildlife.

Fence spring sourees developed for livestock use
to maintain water quality.

Fencing as a management tool to totally exclude
ldivestock will be utilized only when no other
altermatives are practical.
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STANDARDS - AND (GUTDFLTNES

MIH
PRACTTCES COLE MANAGEMENT DIRECTION

RANGE (Conit.)

Range Resource Dos

Improvement (Cont.)

Range Administra D07 Administer the renge rescurce within

tin and Manage- the direction in the allotment manage-

ment ment plan and anmml operating plan.
Assure campliance with the grazing
permit.

Predator and Support predator and insect control

Insect Control conducted by the APHIS and State
agercies.

Assure water availability for wildlife at
springs which are developed for livestock use.

Unfenced private lands within an allotment can
be grazed in conjuction with NFS lands.

Assigned improvements will be maintained by the
permittee in accordance with the provisicns of
the term grazing permit.

Evaluate livestock conversicn requests
based on resource needs capabilities and not
solely oo the desires of the livestock
permittee.

Vacant allotments and allotments In a nonuse
status that are in satisfactory ecological
condition will be considered for livestock use.

Improve off-stream distribution of livestock
to reduce pressure on riparian zones where
needed.

Range readiness, livestock mmbers and owner-
ship and ecompliance with ammual plan of use
will be monitored.

Allow predator control on grazing allotments
where there 1s a demonstrated need as shown
by permdittee reports or as verified onsite

by Forest Service or AFHLS persamel.

Allow the use of only envirarmentally acceptable
methods of predator control,
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PRACTTCES CODE MENAGEMENT DIFECTION

STANDARDS AND GUIDFLINES

RANGE (Cont.)

Range Administra- DOT
tion and Manage-

ment (Cont. )

Wild Horse Manage wild horses in accordance with
Management territory plans.

Treatment. of rangeland pests by APHLS will be
requested when serdcus forage loss is expected.

Carry out Interagency agrecments bebween the
Bunboldt National Forest and the Bureau of Land

Management.,

Trrrolve wild free-roeming horse and burro
interest groups as well as other Federal and
State agencies in the management of wild free-
roaming horses amd burros,

Manage wild free-roaming horses and burros
to population levels compatable with the



TH-AT

Forest-4lide Management Direction, Standards, amd Guidelines

MIH
FRACTICES Qe MANAGEMENT DIRECTTION STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES
TIMEER
Inventory E00 Inventory existing woodlands to
determine fuelwood, post, poles,
and Christmas tree supplies.
Reforestation EO4  Encourage the enbancement of the Consider the establishment of timber species
forest timber resources for wood on suitable sites.
products, wildlife habitat, and
aesthetics.
Timber Stand E05 Inprove Christmas tree stock. Where appropriate, thin trees and remove campet-
Tmprovement E06 ing vegetation to improve form and rate of
growth of potential Christmes tree stock.
Utilize K-V fimds to improve sale Sale plans will be prepared which will cutline
ares, resource objectives for expenditure of K-V
funds.
Tinber Harvest EO7 Conply with state law. 111 wood product purchasers shell camply with
Administration state laws governing the removal and transpor-

No road or trail construction by
wood product users will be allowed
vithout a permit.

Develcp a personal use firevwiood pro-
gram.

Provide for camercial firewood sales.

tation of the product.

Trventory areas for potential wood products
utilization if roads were constructed to permit
access.

Standard permit restricticons are:

1. No cutting withi or adjacent to developed
recreation or concentrated public use
areas,

2. i stump height of 6",

3. Slash mst be lopped and scattered.

4, Shovel and fire extinguisher are required
during "Extreme® fire danger.

5. Chain saws must be equipped iwth approved
spark arrestors.
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MIH
PRACTICES CODE MANAGEMENT DIRECTION STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES
TIMBFR (Corit. )
Tinber Harvest EO7 6. Only dead, down trees will be cut unless
Admmistra( i tion otherwise designated by a Forest Officer.
Cant. )

Post and pole sales are allowed only
in areas where suffiicient wood is
available.

Encourage comercial firewood sales in more
remote areas.

Provide for access where needed to harvest dead
and green firewood.

Leave at least 3 smags/acre within 500 fest of
strezms.

Protect nesting trees of threatened, endangered,
or sensitive species.

Evaluate stand conditions (volume and quality)
and transportation needs prior to sale layout.

Coordinate with nearby private landowmers and
and other interests to insure private land
baurdaries are respected.

Allow no harvesting on slopes over 40% unless
specified within the timber sale plan.
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MIH
PRACTICES o MANAGEMANT DIRECTION STARDARDS AND GUIDELINES
TIMEER
Tinber Barvest 244 Sale plaming will consider:
Administration
(Cant. ) 1. Future recreation plans.

2. BExdsting recreation use.

3. Visual quality objectives.

4, Impact on livestock and range improve-
ments,

No green pinyon pine with diameter less that
6 Inches will be cut in a dezignated green
fuelwood cutting area unless covered by permit
or tag.

Limber pine removal will oanly be allowed in

specific cases (such as its removal as hazard
trees) ard where it 13 specifically covered by
special peymit issued by the District Ranger.

No cutting of green or standing dead cobton-
wood unless it hes been designated as a hazard
tree for removal or is not required to meet
wildlife objectives.

Proposed type cawersions in pinyon-jmniper
should be open to the public for greersivod
harvest at least ope year priar to project
treatment.

Discourage off-road vehicle traffic by fuel-
wood cutters and wood product users.
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MIH
PRACTICES CODE MANAGEMENT DIRECTION STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES
TIMER (Cont. )
Timber Harvest EO07 Mang major transportation corridors and other
Administriation sensitive areas fuelwood cutting/gatherdng will
(Cat.) be designated to maintain visual quality.

Harvest green firewood in a mammer
that results in natural regenera-
ticn. Of the stand where type
camversi is not desired.

Provide for persanal use Christums
tree sales.
Provide for commercial Christmas
tree sajes.

Fuelwood, personal use and comercial, will be
removed fram Mational Forest lands under permit
only.

No read or trail emstruction by wood product
users will be allowed without a permit.

All wood product purchasers shall comply with
state laws governing the removal and transporta-

tion.

Maintenance and improvement of wildlife habitat
will be incorporated into fuelwood harvesting
programs.

Manage green pinyon sales to allow the reten-
tion of at least 5 pine ecane producing trees
per acre for cane prodweticn and natural
reseeding.

Mature aspen stands will be managed to increase
regencration.

Coordinate regeneration projects with other
agencies and users.

Discourage off-road vehicle traffiic by Christmas
tree cutters.

Inventory existing woodlands to determine
Christmas tree supplies.

Mong major transportation corridors and other
sensitive areas, Christms tree cutting areas
will be designated to maintain visual quality.
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PRACTICES MANAGEMENT DIRECTION STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES
TIMEFR (Cont.)
Timber Harvest No topping of trees will be permitted.
Adninistration
(Cont. ) Christmas trees will be removed from Mational

Prepare and offer commercial pinemut
saleg as crop allows.

Maintain traditionel pinemit gather-
ing areas.

Forest lands under permit only.

The public may gather pinenuts within designated
camercial pinerit sale areas.

Pinyon pine trees will not be cut down and
damage to trees will be kept to a minimm

while securing cones.

Ccomercial pinenut harvesters shall not place
camps within 100 feet of any live streams or
within 200 feet of any spring.

Cormercial pinenut harvesters will scatter
cones,

No comrercial pinemut harvesting will be allowed
in campgrounds.

Pinyon eanes will be disposed of edther by burmn-
ing or scattering over a wide area amay from the
view of Forest visitors using system roads.

No comercial pinenut harvesting camps will be
allowed in or near caampgrowxds or in areas
heavily used by cther Farest visitars.

Require camercial pinemmit gathering camps to
utilize pit toilets.

Bave commercial pickers clean up the area of
thedr use before they leave the site. AlL
camercial sales will carry a bod sufficient
to cover the costs of such cleamp,

Camercial pinemit products will be removed
from Bational Forest lands under perymit cnly.
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PRACTICES

MIH

COE

MANAGRMENT DIFECTTON

SOTL, AND WATER

Inventory

Plarming

FO1

STANDAHDS AND GUIDELINES

Camplete order three soil swrveys
by 1995 in coocperation with the

national sodl survey program.

Cooperate with agencies conducting
hydrologic surveys.,

Soil and water inventordies will be

conducted to meet specific management
information needs.

Identify and adopt scil and water
conservation measures applicable to
the Forest and monitor effects
s0il ercsion and water quality in
accordance with PL. 92-500.

Scils will be menaged to maintain
productivity and quality.

U=e watershed condition inventory to
identify problem areas and to set priorities
for project plamming for soil and water
improvement projects.

Maintain and update the watershed improvment
needs inventory armually.

Order two soil surveys will be conducted prior
to all type conversion projects.

Mlow resource development activities that can
be mitigated to meet Federal, State, and local
water quality standards.

Areas my be closed to firewood cutting
dispersed recreatim, grazing or vehicle use
if such activities pose a threat to water
quality or other rescurces. Mineral explora-
tion and development will be menaged to main-
tain watershed cbjectives where possible.

Where scil has been severely disturbed by
management activities and the establisiment
of vegetation is needed to prevent erosion,
the soil will be prepared, fertilized and
seeded following recamendations of an

Where possible avoid soil desturbing activit-
ies where rehabilitation measures carmot
restore or stabilize the site following
disturbance.
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MIH
PRACTICES COLE MANAGFMENT DIRECTION STANDARDS AND GUIDEL.TNES

SOIL._AND WATER (Cont.)

Improvement FO3 Give priority for improvement to Install erosion control structures and seed as
vatersheds where accelerated ero- needed to reduce gully erosion and improve
ain exists or is increasing. gromnd cover.

Prevent road washouts and chammel bank cutting
by removing debris block fram stresms.

Fire Rehabil- FO3 An interdisciplinary analysis will An interdiscipiinary team will specifically

itation

be made for all fires larger than

300 acres (starting before the fire

is controlled) to develop a rehabil-
itation plan ar to determine tlat a
plan is not necessary.

Smaller fires may also require an
interdisciplinary analysis if on and
off gite values justify such an amalysis.

address (2) fire suppressio relabilitation,
(¢) resource adjustments, and (d) long-term
resource restoration.

Site-specific resamrce objectives will be
identified as part of the amalysis and
rehabilitation plan. (Reference Appendix J)
Every effort should be made to reseed areas
which are prane to cheatgrass invasion as soon
as possible affer the bum.

Fire suppression rehabilitation is that work
necessary to restore the site due to fire
suppression activities swh as tractor lines.
The work will be campleted as soon as possible
ard by the suppression crews a the fire. All
tractor lines will be waterbarred and seeded
immediately. Erosion control work and
seeding will be campleted an all cother
disturbed areas.

Emergency rehabilitation will be completed
when it is necessary to prevent loss of scil
and onsite productivity, loss of water
cantrol and deterioration of water quality,
and whenn there is threat to life or property.

Réanceadjustmmtsarethoseumxaganent
canstraints which are necessary to provide

- far rehabilitation. A burmed area should

not be grazed by livestock for two growing
seasons following the burn.
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MiH

PRACTTCES CODE

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION

STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES

SOIL AND WATER (Cont.)
Administration/ FOY4
Menagement

Air Quality

BY—-AT

Riparian Area ¥
Management. F02
FO3
FOU

Close travel routes and areas to
vehicle travel if there is

resource damage.

Manage soils to maintain long term
productivity.

Establish and maintain an active
liasion with other agencies concern=
ed with soil and water management.

Camply with state water quality
stardards.

Meet requirearents of the State Air
Quality Tmplementation Plan.

Menage the airshed over the Farest
to mest class IT air quality
standards.

Protect or improve riparian dependent
resQurees.

Install gates or other road closure devices
to limit traffic and control unacceptable

resource damege.

Adopt s011 and water conservation practices in
the developrent of projects.

Protect snow survey sites.

Monitor campliance with state water quality
standards. .

Protect wet areas arcaund springs for wildlife
habitat, livestock grazing, and recreation
opportunities.

Degraded riparian areas as identified in Water
Resource Inventory will be given high priority
in the renge improvement and watershed resto-
ration programs, In addition, the causes of

degradation will be eliminated.

Protect. and encourage the reestablishment of
riparian vegetatim.,

Mlow for the cantrol of beavers in areas
where their food supply is limited and where
unaceeptable damge to the riparian areas will
ocour.
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PRACTICES 84120

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION

STANDARDS AND GUIDFLINES

SOTL, AND WATFR (Cont,)
Riparian Area Foi
Management. FC2

Do not allow construction of new roeds except
for crossings within the riparian area unless
no other altermatives are available. Reconst-
ruction should consider altermate locations.

Avoid development of 100 = year floodplain un=
less it is the only practicable alternative.

The land manager, utilizing interdisciplinary
team inputs, will assure that any neccessary

stream aiteration is carried out in aceordance
with prescribed specifications.

Menagement activities or AMP's affecting the
riparian area will be coordinated with appro-
priate Federal, state and local agencies.

Hand application of herbicides to control nox-
ious weeds will be allowed provided that her-
bicides are not allowed to enter water.

Management activities In ripardan areas will
be mnitored and corrective action will be
taken to prevent deterioration of riparian

areas or degradation of water quality.

When developing or revising AMP's establish
proper use criteria that will protect or et

Maintain or improve the Biotic Condition Index
(BCT) an 95% of the streams to a minimum
standard of 85 BCI.

Strive to achieve and maintain at least 90% of
the natural bank stability for streams sup-
porting Lahmtan or Bomeville cutthroat trout
and 80F on &ll other streems.
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PRACTICES QODE

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION

SOII. AND WATER (Cont.)

Management. (Cont. )

Improvement
Meintenance

STANDARDS AND GUIDFLINES

Participate in all water rights adju-
dications involving National Forest
administered lands.

Apply for water rights to meet Forest

menagement needs in compliance with
State water law.

Congress hes directed the Forest Ser-
vice to administer National Forest
System land for miltiple use purposes.
These purposes have been stated in the
Organic Administration Acet, Multiple-
Use Sustained-Yield Act, Wildermess Act,
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, and other
legislation and Executive Orders. The
water needed to successfully accamplish
the program mendated by these acts and
Exwecutive Orders will be protected.
Protests will be flled for applications
of water rights where the exercise of
such vights would adversely affect
Matiomal Forest resources or water
rights of the United States,

Maintain structural and non-strue=-
tural watershed improvements.

Require a mineral evalvation by a qualified
Mtl mindr 'Eet!gimerormineral S;H:ial—
ist prior to approving cperating plans in key
riparian areas.

Whenever water rights are avthorized by
Federal or State law, these will be quemtif-
led, documented, and recorded. Appliceble
fees will be paid by the benefitting function.

Water needed for Natiomal Forest System
management but not available under State
law and not meeting the Supreme Court erit
erdia for a reserved right under the Organic
Administration Act, will be secured by
citing the applicable Federal law and cofi-
ditioning occupancy permits.

A Federal reserved water right will be assert-
ed for water needed for progrems of watershed
mensgement including fire protection. A re-
served right will also be used to acquire
water needed in the form of instream flow suf'-
ficient to maintain stability of the stream
chanel for the purposes of securing favorable
caditions of water flow.

Tdentify minimam flows on all peremnial
streams and springs for maintenance of stable
stream chonmels znd fisherdes habitat.
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PRACTICES

MIH
CODE MANAGFMENT DIRECTION

STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES

DI & WATER
Resource

Irprovement
Maintenence (Cont. )

MINERALS
General Tech-
nical Inven-
tory and
Evaluation

Site-Specific
Technical
Investigaticons

FO9 Establish a monitoring schedule for
s0il and water when the need arises,
dve to impacts fram other rescurce
activities.

GO01 Initiate action for withdrawal from
entry when other applicable laws and
regulations will not provide the cap-
ability for protection of the surface
resource and uses.

G02 Perform minerdl evaluations on min-
ing claims or leases where develop-
ment activity may cause significant
surface disturbance,

Withdrawals from entry under the general min-
ing laws will be in confomence with Secticn
204 of the Federal Land Policy and Management
Act of 1976 (P.L. 94-579).

Withdrawals under the Minerals Leasing Act
will be in exceptional sitwtions because of
the discretion allowed in esch case for dis~
posal.

Cammont vardety mineral withdrawals are un-
neccessary since full authority for disposal
is held by the Forest Service,

Withdraw Research Natuwral Areas (RNAs) from
mineral entry following their designation
as RNAs.

Request validity examinations under the
following conditicns to determine if claims
are being validly held and occupied:

1. Land upon which claim is located
was withdrawn from mineral entry

2. Claim occuples land needed for admin-
strative or public purposes. (This
would ocour arly in extreme circun-
stances ard after eansultation and
negotiation with the claiment,)




25-AT

Forest-Wide Management Direction, Standards, and Guidelines

MIH
PRACTICES (690 MANAGRMENT DIRECTION STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES
MINERALS (Cont. )
Site Specific Go2 3. Claim assessment work is causing unac-
Technical ceptable surface distrubances with
Investigations little prospect of valid discovery.
(Cont.) (This would occur only in extreme
ciramstances and after consultation
and pegptiation with the claimant.).
Y. Request mineral examinations to deter-
mine validity on patent claims applica-
tions.
~essing G03 Integrate the exploration and de- Administer areas with producing sites and
fxploration 04  velcpment of mineral, common variety, knovin reserves with consideration of ongoing
Proposals, G5 and energy resources with the use and potential mineral activities.
Lease Applica- G06 and protection of other resource
tions, and values, Avold or minimize significant public or pri-
Site-Specific vate investments in and near areas where
Development mineral activities can be expected in the

foreseegble future. This includes conzider-
ation for reserved and cutstanding rights.
Evaluate locatable mineral operations on a
case-by-case basis and document decisions
through the evircmmental analysis process.

M evircwental assessment will be developed
by the Forest Service for each application for
permit to drill (APD). The Forest Service
will develop, within the frame work of the
stipulations attached to the lease, thoso
requirements and constraints necessary to
protect the surface resmurce. The require-
ments and eonstraints developed will be made
applenental stipulations to the conditions of
approval for notlce to drill.

Coordinate mineral road development with the
Forest Transportation Plan for arterial and
collector roads. Where possible, use existing
or plarmed local roads.
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MANAGEMENT DIRECTION

STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES

8888 g8

Install gates or other road closwre devices to
limit traffic for public safety and control
unaceeptable resource damage.

Provide eroslon control to roads and other
areas of surface disturbance at the close of
each field season or when operations are tem-
porarily suspended.

Coanmon vardety minerals permits will not be
issued in the following areas except where
conditicnally provided:

1. Lands withdravm from mineral entry ar

under stady from withdrawa) such as
developed recreation sites.

2. Do not develop borrow pits and rate-

rials sources within riparian areas
except or reservior construction where
exravated area will be Immdated.

3. Within 1/4 mile of or in view of high

use recreatiom areas such as canp-
grounds (developed or undeveloped)
travel routes (including trails) and
bodies of water. Where screened from
view by matural topographic features,
mineral sources may be developed closer
that 1/4 mile n a sitespecific basis,

4. Moderate to high mass instability

areas.

5. Special use sites,
6. On a valid mining claim without owner's

ocnsent,
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PRACTICES

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION

STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES

MINERALS (Cont.)

Exploration
Proposals,
Lease Applica-
tions, and

(Cont.)

8§88 (35

Reclaim exploration and mining areas at com-
pletion of operations by recontouring when
possible, erosion emtrel, and reseeding.

Reclamation plans will be prepared to mitigate
the specific resource impacts generated by the
operation.

Bording for reclamaticn will be camputed based
on costs the Forest Service would have to pay
to accamplish the objectives of the reclama-

tion plan.

Reclamation standards and bonding must be
reasonsble and practicable according to 36 CFR
228 regulations, Regional and Mational Forest
Service policy.

Validity exsminations will be conducted for
operations proposed in Natiomal Recreation
Trails, and Special Interest Areas such as
Scenic ankl Geologic, National Historic Sites
o same other special classification areas.
Provide reascnable protection for these
classified lands when cperations are approved
(following validity examination) to provide
for the purposes far which the lands were
classified and reascnable reclamation of
disturbed lands to a condition suitable

for those purposes,

Withdrew proposed Research Natural Areas

(RNA) from mineral entry following their
designation as RMiAs.
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MANAGEMENT DIRRCTTION

STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES

GG~AT

Obtain notice of intent and, if
appropriate, a plan of operaticn for
all proposed mining activities prior
to any site disturbing activities.

Nen-energy minerals activities will be limited
areas whenever practical and/or within legal
limits on areas where:

1. Ten'aindoesnotpmvideforadeqtate

2. Surface based access, product
transportation, and ancillary
facilities necessary to cperetions
are on slopes steeper than 60
percent, with high ervsion hazrd or
with high geologic hazard,

3. !htiaalscmictmﬂsande:d.sting
or proposed wildermess areas ccoanr.

0il, gas, and geothermal activities will be
limited on areas where;

1. Slopes are steeper that 40 percent.
2. Eroajon hazard rating is high.
3. Geologic hazard rating is high.

4. Vildemess character will be impaired
in wilderness ar recammended wilder-
ness,

FormtServiceaut.hmmtimofgeopbysical
prospecting will include terms and conditions
controlling cperating methods and times to
prevent or control adverse impacts on
surface resources and uses,

Administer active mining elaims wnder current
laws and regulations,
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MIH

PRACTICES OCLE MANAGFMENT DIRECTION STANDAFDS AND GUIDELINES
MDERALS (Cont. )
Processing of GO3 Resparxd to proposed operating plans within 30
Applications GO5 days of receipt.
Processing of G04 Evaluate oil and gas lease applica- Respond to oil and gas lease applicabions
Lease Applica- timns. within 30 days.
ticns

Allow mineral leasing in arveas which
are not withdrawn fram this activity.

Evaluate oil and gas lease development propo-
sals with an interdisciplinary review. Appro-
priate mitigation measures will be recomended
1o the Burean of Land Mamagement (ELM).

Recommendations or consent to HM for issuance
of leases and permits will inclwde all current
standard stipulations and the Regionally
approved special stipulations that may be nec-
ezsary for additenal protection of specifie
surface rescurces and uses, These standard

and current Regionally approved special stip-
ulations are in Appendix H.

Reccomend agginst or deny consent or concur-
rence to HM for issuance of leases, permits
or licenzes where operatianal damages on sur-
fare resources, including the impacts of swr-
fare-based access, product trensportation and
ancillary facilities would be irretrievable
and irreveraible, with low potential for
reclamation.

"o surface occupancy” clauses will be
required for mineral leases within
Research Natural Areas.
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STANDARDS AND GUIDELTNES

My

PRACTICES CODR MANEGEMENT DIRECTION
MINERALS (Cont. )
Processing of GOl
Lease Applica-
tions (Cont.)
Administration GO6  Administer active mining claims under
of Operations current laws and regulations.

Leasablemnemlsactivitimvdllbehmibed
in areas where:

1. Tmaindowmtprmﬁ.deforadeqmte
waste dumps and tailing disposal leaves
them unstable or wnreclatmble.

2. Surface-based access, preduct trenspor-
tatiom, and ancillary facilities
necessary to operatlons are an slopes
steeper that 60 percent, with high
erosjon hazard or with high geolegic
hazang,

Topmtectripazﬁanareas,newoilandaas
exploration and development will adhere to
Standard stipulations for lands under the
Jurisdiction of the Department of Agricculture
and Forest Service.

Inspect active mining claims at least once
during the operating season.
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PRACTICES Qe

VANAGRMENT DIRECTION

RORAL, COMAMITY

AND HUMAN RESOURCES
Senior Cammity  HO2
Service Employment HOY

Program H06
BoT

LANDS

Special Use Jo1

Management,

STANDATDS AND GUIDELINES

Provide work opportwnities for the
Haman Resource Programs.

Administer existing permits to pro-
tect, health, safety and prevent
resanee danage. Cambine or elimi-
nate permits as opportunities becoame
available.

Issue new permits where there 1s a
public need which camot be adequately
m=t off' the Naticmal Forest.

Respond to applicaticns for amendments and
transfers for existing permits within 6 months.

Give priority to permits needed to protect
public health, safety, and provide commmity
Service or access to private lands.

Gremt new permits only when:

1. Use is appropriate for National
Forest land.

2. Rational Forest resources and
programs will not be damaged or
Impaired.

3. Private land is not available
to accanodate the use.

4, HMationel Forest land is the most
1cgical place for the use.

Process new special use requests and make
decisions within one year.

Inspect all permits as needed,

Applicants who do not wish to wait for appro-
Priated funds may reimburse the Forest Service
for costs incurred in evaluating applications
and administering construetion of mjor
Projects.
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MIH
PRACTTCES CODE MANAGEMENT DIRECTICN STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES
LANDS (Cont.)
Special Use (Cont.) JOT Review new applications with an interdisci-

Tems and Diversions

Otility Corridors

Federal Energy J03
Regulatory Comris-

Permits

The proponent must demonstrate
through an enviromental analysis
that the best location is the
Naticnal Forest.

Minimize potential adverse impacts
asspedated with utility corr-idors.

Allow improvement and maintenance of
hydroelectric facilities but require
protecticn of nataral resource values
and uses.

plinary field analysis.

Require a permit or other written authoriza-
tion before allowing snowplowing or commercial
hauling on Forest development roads during the
winter except for cambty road department use
Covered by agreement.

Malysis standards are:

1. Favorable berefit/cost ratio.

2. Mitigation of lost rescreces.

3. Minimm flow to protect downstream
fisheries,

4, Minimm instresm flows must also provide
for favorable conditions of water fiow,
i.e., chammel stability.

5. Conservation pool for fisheries.

6. Require permittee to constriet or finance
recreation facilities necessary for
users of the new impoundment.

A1 existing utilities will remain in their
present corridors.

Place all pew utility facilities within designa~
ted carrddors when practical.

Mest Forest Service dam inspection standards.
Obtain emergency preparedness and operating plan
for a1l dams. Notify permittees of deficiencies
identified in the armual inspection and request
correction,

Insure that streamflows below diversicns are
adequate to maintain fish, wildlife, a stable
charmel, and flushing flows.
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STANDARDSS AND GUIDELINES

MIH
PRACTTCES O MANAGEMENT DIRECTICHN

LANDS (Cont.

Withdrawals JO4 Review withdrawals and contime or
elimnate withdrawals depending upon
need.

Property J06 Locate and mark National Forest

Boundaries JO7T ownership lines.

J10

Resolve vnauthorized occupancy
trespass.

Evaluate existing withdrawals in agecrdance
with FLPMA and HM regulations by 1987.

Recammend revocation of withdrawals no longer
needed to protect Kational Farest swrfaces
by 1987.

Sites where existing facilities ccour or where
mineral potential is high will be evaluated for
withdrewal frrom mineral appropriation,

Survey those areas of highest probability
for trepass.

Place wanthorized uses under permit only when
it can be demonstrated that the public interest
is not compromised, use is appropriate for
Rational Forest land, and trespass was uninten-
tional.

Evaluate and take appropriate action on tres-
pass within ane year.

When fences are constructed or recanstructed
between private land and Rational Forest system
lands the fences will be loecated on the
boundary line,

Use Small Tract Acts authority to resolve
trespass when appropriate.
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MIH
PRACTTCES O0TE MANAGEMFNT DIRECTION STANDARDS AND GUIDFLINES
LANDS (Cenit.)
Land Exchange J13 Achieve the land ownership pat- Accomplish exchanges identified in Forest
Aequisition or J14  tern best suited to managing the Land 4djustment Plan.
Transfer d15 resomrces of the Hurboldt National

J16

Forest.

Acquisition Criterda (not in order of priority:)

1.
2.
3.
b.

5.
6.
7.
8.

Land needed to protect wetlands and
floodplains.

Land needed to protect endangered and
threatened wildlife species habitats.
Lands needed fo protect key big game
hebitat.

Lands needed to protect cultural
resources or provide developed recrea-
tiaml facilities within the Farest.
Lands which provide essential public
access to the Naticaal Forest.

Lands needed to protect mmeicipal
watersheds.

Land exchanges which reduee administra-
tive costs.

Land eschanges which juprove menagement.

Disposal Criteria (not in order of priority):

1.
2.
3.
4.

5'

Isolated parcels not accessible for
public use.

Parcels betbter suited for private
management.,

Parcels not needed to block up National
Forest owmership.

Lanuds needed by Local amd State govern—
ment,

Lands which will not result in a signifi-
cant increase in hazards or cause datage
1o downstrean valves.
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PRACTICES

OODE

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION

LANDS (Cont.
Land Exchenge
Aequisition or
Transfer (Coat,)

ROW Acquisition

Research: Natural

J13
J
J15
J6

J18

STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES

Aequire road and trail rights-of-
way in accordance with the Forest
Action Schedule and as additional

opportunities arise.

Protect Research Matural Areas (RNis)
fram disturbance while they are being
considered for designation and follow—
Ing designation.

6. Lands that will not decrease key big

game winter range capacity on a Forest-

Respond to land exchenge offers within 3 months,
The proponent will be notified whether the

Proposal. appears to be in the best interest of
the United States, apd if so, when action will

begin on the proposal.

Limited easements may be acquired for National
Farest System roads where public vehicle use is
not desirable, Priarity will be given to ac~

quiring rights-ofsiay under full jurisdiction of
the United States.

Pranibit construction of developed recreation
ajtes.

Discourage or prehibit any public use which
mpairs research or educational values.

Permit and encourage use by scientists and
educators.

Prohibit any direct habitat manipulation.
Restrict livestock grazing to that essential
for the maintenance of a specific vegstative
type.

Close RiAs to all wood and wood product removal.

Use special use permiis or cooperative

Withdraw RNAs from mineral entry in conformance
with Section 204 of FLMPA of 1976.
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PRACTICES QOIE

MANAGEMENT DIRECTTON

STANDARDS AND GUTDELTNES

LANDS (Caut.)
Research Natural
freas (Cont.)

FACTLITIES
Road Design, Coo- LO1
structicn/Recon-  L12
strnetion, and L13
Maintenance

Return proposed Rids to miltiple
use menagement. if they are not
designated as Ms,

Reads shall be constructed or up-
graded by the user to a standard
compatible with the proposed use.

Withdraw BAs from mineral entry following
their designation as an RNA.

Generally, physical improvements such as
roads are not permitted.

Limit trails to thoase needed for access to
conduct research and for educatiomal purpose.

Extinguish wildfires endangering RAs.
Mlow wildfires within the RiAs to bum
undisturbed wiless they threaten pecple
or property cutside the area or the
wiqueness of the RNAs.

Do not reduce fire hazard within Rids.
Close RNAs to all motorized vehicle travel.

Take no action against endemic Insects,
diseases, or wild animals.

Reads will be constructed along
the plamed route.

Require a permit or cooperative agree-
ment before allowing snowplowing on
Forest development roads.
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MIH
FRACTICES ULE MANAGFMENT DIRECTION STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES
FACTLITIES (Cont.
Road Demign, Can- LOT
stroction/Recon~  L12 A temporary road shall be developed, maintain-
struction, and L13 ed, and then closed and revegetated by the user
Maintenance

L12

L19

Low standard actess rcads will meet
Habaldt Design eriteria.

Provide for mintenance on existing
roads to allow for reasonable public
use., Fnphasis will be glven to

thoee roads cansing resource danage.

when the read is no longer needed.

Road closure rehebilitation standards will be
developed on a site-specific basis.

Commerclal users will hawve medintenonce respote
sibilities on Forest roads. These respan~
gibilities will be described in the appro-
priate permit or plan.

Usera will be solely respmsible for the main-
tenance of roads built for their own uss.

See Appendix K

Selected reads will be closed seasonally to
prevent resouwrce depege and reduce meintenance
costs,

Tuprove maJor roads according to the Forest
Action Schedule.

Maintenance work will be prioritized as follows:
1. User safety.

2‘ mm cmbldl
3. User confort and convenience.
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STANDARDS AND GUIDRLINES

MIH
FPRACTTCES OOIE MANAGRMENT DIRECTION
FACTILITIES (Cont.)
FAO Construc- 1o Planfcrnewmtiesa:ﬁ/m'up-
tion/Reconst.. grading of existing facilities
ruetion needed for Forest adwinistration

Facility Mainten- 1%
ance

inaoeorthmewiththeﬁ'omstﬂction
Schedule,

Maintain facilities needed for
Forest Administration,

Regﬂatethedevelcmmtofthemadsysten
tobeeonsisbentwithmsmmmmgemt
goals, Bmdstarﬁardsmlbeljnﬁ.tedtothe
minimm necessary.
}bintajnthesystenroadnetmrkinaeom-
damew:l.thammaloperatingplans.
ut:l.lizemadaecnstnnbedforodland@s
exploration whenever possible.
vad.deforneededeonstnntimormcmstnn-
timofmadsm*traﬂsinemmctimwiththe
right-of-vay acquisition system.
P:widemadsbotraﬂheadfmmues.

Insure campground spar roads are level.

Local, StateamlFederalemstrwticn
codes will be followed.

Nwewstmtimwblanmththessttirg.
Pr'ioritiwformintemmeamaasfouws:

1. Gorrecthealthandsafetydef‘idemies.
2. Correct structural deficiencies.

3. Implement energy saving measures.
Admiristrative pasture fances will be main-
tained
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MiH
PRACTICES OODE MANAGFMENT DIRECTION

STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES

FACTLTTTES (Cant.)

Facility Mainten- L25 Dispose of facilities and or sites not

ance (Cent.) needed for Forest administretion, in
accordance with the Farest Actimm
Schedule.

Correct health, safety, and sanitation
deficiencies at all sites.

Radio System L35 Maintain radio system.

Operation and

Maintenance

PROTECTION

Fire Monagement PO Anmally update fire management plans
Plamming and to maintain the level of fire readi-
Analysis ness.

Fire Prevention P02 Develop a fire prevention program
directed towards reducing the maber
of fires.

Remove aging and excess facilities as new
farilities becane available.

Upgrade facilities to mest health, safety, amd
sanitation standards on all sites according
to the Forest Activity Schedule.

Yollow system operation and maintenance plans
regarding potable water systems.

Conduct yearly inspections of all bases,
repeaters, snd portables,

Repair all inoperable systems in a timely

Enner.

Emphesize cooperative fire protection through
offset agrearents, pald protection, and com-
bined fire fighting forces.

Anmally update the following plans:
1. Maming and specific action plan.
2. Ammml mobilization and operation plan.
3. Fire prevention plan.
Prohibit the use of fireworks.

Fire restrictions or closures will be imple-
nented durdng critical fire conditions.
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PRACTICES

OODE

MANAGFMENT DTRECTICN

SIANDARDS AND GUIDELINES

Fire Prevention

Fire Suppression

Fuel Management

PO2

23838

P10
P11
Pi2
P13

Make an appropriate suppression
respanse on all wildflires.

Provide a level of protection that
is appropriate to the value of the
resquree, mnagement direction andg
threat to off-site developments and
public safety.

Forest fire support will be main-
tained to meet suppression cbjectives.

Follow guidelines established in
Initial Attack Strategies for the
particular management area.

Fuels treatment and maintenance will
be used to reduce the cost of fire
suppressim and break wp fuel con-
tinuity.

411 fire danger warnings or restriction notices

will be removed no later than five days after
the emergency is over.

Investigate all wildfires.

Fphasize fire prevention and presuppression
efforts to maintain the muber of persan-
caused fires below the previocus five year
average.

Fire suppressicn methods will be selected
that minimize or eliminate negative impants
on the resoaumrces.

Suppression action on lands protected by an-~
other agency will be in accordance with tlat
agency's direction.

1] damage fram fire suppression activities
will be repaired or stablized priocr to

persamel end equipment leaving the fireline.

Escaped fire situation analysis wiil
conzider the effect of wildfire an the
ecosysten,

Utilizaticn of wood produects will be the
primary method of fuel reduction,
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PRECTTCES

MIH
O0DE,

MANACRMENT DIRRCTION

PROTECTION (Cont.

Fuel Manogement

Law Enforcement

P10
P11
P12
P13
Pl

p2i

_ STANDAHDS AND GUIDRLINES

Use prescribed fire by plamned
ignition vhen cost effective, to
nmipﬂatevegeta{:imtobaﬁit
timber, wildlife, renge or recrea-
tion.

Prescribed fires using wplarned
iguit:imnaybeuaedtoduplwatetm
recarded fire frequency, size, and effect.

Give priority to probecting natural
resources and visitors' safety.

Sign, post, and enfarce orders and
closures,

As appropriate continue cooperative
law enforcement program with the
caunties.

Investigate and take appropriate action
cn apperent violations of federal laws
and regulations.

Prescribed burning will camply with State
air quality standards.

Fuel reduction program will be directed towards
hiajn-riskﬁmarmsandhign-valmdfaciuties.

Coordinate planned ignition with State
Wies, OOODEI'B.tor'S and mbﬁlldﬂuy
affected individuals.

Allow for patrols to enfarce campliance with
1aws and regulations and o prevent rescurce
damoge.

I'}nploywszmtinelyomtactingthewblicwﬂl
bepmperlyidentiﬁedbymifomarﬂ/oriden—
tification card.

Cocperate with Federal, State, ard local law
enforcement agencies in law enforcement
activities involving National Forest lands and
government, properties.

Fach district will mintain liason with local
law enforcement agencies.

Assist comty sberiffs in search and rescue.

Lmalaut.horitima:erespmsibleforenfome-
pent of traffic end local laws an National
Forest System lands.

Periodically provide information to the news
media and the public to inform them of ongeing
activities, requirements, and guidelines.
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MIH
PRACTICES OOmE MANAGEMENT DIRECTTCH STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES
RECHREATTON
ROS and VQO AGZ2 Mansge for the Recreation Oppor—
Monagement tanity Spectrun (ROS) inventoried.

Cultural Resource AQ2
Inventory and AD3
Evaluation

Public Information AOB

Trail Censtruction A10
and Reconstrxtion At

Trall System A2
Maintenance

Manage for the Visual Quality Objec-
tives of preservatim.

Ixamine areas of proposed new trail
canstruetion, mineral exploration or
other areas of proposed new surface
disturbance or possible vandalism or
deterdioration,

Provide information on wilderness

areas.

Construct or reconstruct trails as
shom in the Farest Action Schedule.

Maintain trails as specified in the
Forest Service Tralls Handbodk.

Cantinue to gather cultural and historical
information.

Inform visitors of regulations protecting
cultwal sites.

Provide public with current information on
the Wilderness Area at the District Office
ar Forest headquarters.

Construct and recanstruet trails to appear
to be a part of the landscape rather than
an Intrusion won it.

Design bridges to blend with the loecal
wilderness.

Abandened trails will be removed frem the
Trail System Irventory. These trails
will be stabilized to mnimize erosicn,

Provide spur tralls to scenic vistas and
lodkouts.

Route tralls away from canping areas, where
people and livestock congregate, and away
fram ecologieally fraglle areas.

Realign trails to follow the natural contour
of land with minimal disturbance of soil
and vegetation,

Corduray or puncheon may be used for trail
surfacing when needed for rescurce protec-
tin and user safety.
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MIH
FRACTICES COLE MANAGEMENT DYRECTTON STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES
RECRE:ATIION(Cmt) 212 Re~route main trails away from lakes or
Tr'a:i.'I.Sysbe:u streams. Where possible, maintain a vegeta-
Maintenence (Cont.) tive strip or screen between the trail and

lzke or stream. Generally, a buffer of at
least 100 feet 1s desirable. Spurs providing
ancess to lakes or streams may be canstructed.

Maintain only those blazes and rock cairns
necessary to guide users across long, open,
or rocky slope or through mexdows. Existing
blazes m trees along well established,
heavly used routes will not be maintained.

Brush and Llimb cuf trails and ¢lear deadfall
to minimm width and height necessary far
user safety.

Redesign and relocate trails:

1. Where shortautting of switchbecks
is creating erosicon problems.

2. To avoid wet meadows.

3. On hillsides where free maming
water is eroding the tread.

L, Where there are miltiple, parailel
trails.

Avaid constructing switchbacks, but where
they are necessary, provide barriers made
of natural materials to prevent shorteutting.

Use rolling grades vhere possible.

Use pative materials for barriers to prevent
traffic fran widening the tread.

Encourage local and state sgencies amd
civie organizations to belp maintain
trails.
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MIH
PRACTICES COIE, MANAGEMENT DIRECTICN STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES
RECREATION (Cont.)
Trail System A12 Minimize trail signing. Sign as follows:
Maintenence (Cont.)

1. Copstruet slgns of wood with routed
lettering and leave unfininshed.

2. Show direction but not mileage on
Junction slgns.

3. Mont signs on snags, natural posts,
or rocks.

4, Fach sign will hawe no more than
three lines.

Place signs as follows:

1. Directional signs at system trail
Jretims only.

2. Yo more than two signs at any Jjunc-~
tion.

3. Bondary signs at the wilderness area
boundary.

4, "Closed to motorized vehicles" signs
at trailheads or where trails emter
the wilderness area,

5. Administrative signs, such as "closed
to camping® cnly where necessary for
resource protection.

6. Interpretive signs, showing key
natural features, travel routes and
other information at major trail heads
autside of the wildermess.

T. A1l entrence points to the wildermess
area.

Change signs to conform with Wilderness
Standards following Congressionat

WILDERNESS
Wilderness Use B03 Manzge ocutfitter guide permits so as not Require cutfitter guides to pack in pel-
Administration to detract from the wilderness quality. etized feed for their livestock.
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MIH
PRACTICES Qe MANAGEMENT DIRECTION STANDARDS AND (RJIDFLINES
WILDERNESS (Cont.)
Wildermess Use BO3 Inspect base, line or spike camp for perwit
Mmimistration canpliance.
(Cont. )

Use indirect management techniques
to disperse wilderness visitors and
reduce impacts.

Protect, the wildemmess rescurce

pending Congressional action an the
wilderness recommendation.

Manage wildermess at the standard
service level.

Require users to follow the "Pack-In -
Pack-Out® policy.

Cantact trail riders and request that they
not tie thelr horses to green trees.

Request. horse users to pack in their oun
feed ard to robate campaites every cople
of days.

Caches of cans amd bottles will be packed
out of the Wilderness each year as they are
located by patrcimen.

If use keeps increaging at the present rate,
a permit system or other method on eantroll-
ing and distributing pecple may be initiated
in the future to enccurage camping =way
from 1akes, outfitter camps, or cther
heavily used user areas.

Determine the current use and monitor sub=e-
quent use belng made of the Wilderness to
prevent over use.

Maintain registration baxes at major en-
trance points and keep campsites clean.
Encourage N0 TRACE camping by written mater—
ials at trailhesds and by personal contact.

Patrolmen will contact wildermess users to
pramte wildermess ethies and notify them
of hazayds,
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_MANAGEMENT DIRECTTON

STANDARDS AND GUITELINES

MIH
PRACTICES CODE
WILILIFE & FISH
co1
RANGE

Range Resource D1
Plamming

Structural and Do3
Nonstructural Dos
Tmproverents D6
Noxious Weeds Do3
RANGE

Administration and DOT
Manzgenment

Work with Nevada Department of Wildlife
an habitat studies and public surveys
for input on ahy reintroduction of
wildlife species into wilderness.

Maintain or update allotment management
plans to insure the range is improved
to or maintained in satisfactory
ecclogical condition and to identify and
resolve all conflicting resource uses.

Protect wilderness character.

Maintain natural vegetative composition
and diversity by treating introduced,
noydous farm weeds if they threaten lands
outside wilderress or are spreading within
the wilderness (with Regional Forester
approval within the wildermess).

Coordinate management of livestock
and recreation use to protect the
wilderness character of the area.

Transplants will be ecnsidered appropriate
if species were formerly indigenous and
where conflicts with other resources are
minimal or can be mitigated.

Update allotment management plans following
wilderness desgination to insure wilderness
menagement guidelines are incorporated into
management, actions.

Maintain natural vegetative composition and
diversity.

New or reconstructed range inprovements must
be designed, located, and built of materials
feasible to serve the purpose and the
harmonious with the wildermess clmracter-
isties.

Range improvements will be removed unless
they are adequately maintained.

Regulate grazing use on and adjacent to
heavily used recreation areas to prevent
deterioration of the wilderness resource
and minimize user conflicts,

Regulate recreation stocking to prevent H
deterdoration of the forage rescurce at H

popular camping sites and fishing areas. H
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MIH
PRACTICES e MANAGEMENT DIRFCTION STANDARDS AND CGUIDELINES
RANGE (Cant. )
Administration and DOT Permit only tenporary salt and bed grounds.
Menggenent (Cont.) Locate away fram springs, streams, and lakes
to prevent degrading water quality.
Locate sheepherder camps where there will be
little or no conflict with general public
use.
Support predator control conducted AMow predator cantrol anly when necessary
by APHIS and state agencies. to protect threatened or endangered species
or to prevent special and serious losses of
domestic livestock.
The Regional Forester will evaluate predator
control ot a case-by-case basis.
Livestock will be managed to maintain or
enhance sensitive areas such as riparian
and key wildlife habitats,
Protect sensitive plant or animal Allotment menagement plans and ammual opera-
species. ting plans will provide for protection of
senaitive plant and andmal species.
TIMEER
Tinber Harvest E07T Permit no timber or fuelwood removal. Fuelwood will be available for use oly in
Administration conjunetion with recreation use.
SOIL & WATER
Administration F02 Plarming ard special studies will be Soil studles wiil be conducted before new
cansidered. trails are constructed to aid in minimizing
problems fran matural ercsion,
Rights/Use Apply for State water rights to meet Secyre mindmm flows on all perenttial streams
Management area needs in compliance with Nevada and springs for maintenance of stable stream
State water law. chammels and fisheries habitat.
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MIH

STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES

PRACTICES e MANAGEMENT DIRECTION
SOIL & WATER (Cont.)
Administration/ FOi Manage soil and water rescwrces fo

Maragement protect watersheds and preserve water
quality.

Alr Quality Manage the airsheds over the Forest to
meet Class I air quality standards,

Monitoring FO9 Monitor air quality.

MINERALS

Site-Speeific 02 Coduct minered validity exeminations,

Technical

Trvestigations

Processing of G02 Obtain notices of intent for all pro-

Bploration and G03 posed mining activities. Obtalin plan

Site-Specific G5  of operation prior to allowing any

Development G06F significant site-disturbing

Proposals GOT activities.

Processing of Go2

Exploraticn and GG3

Site-Specifie G5

Development GO6

Proposals GOt

Leasables G4 If Congress designates wilderness, do
not renew existing leases when they
expire. Recammend to BLM "no lease"
for pending applications,

Processing of G05 Do not allow development of coman

Site-Specific variety minerals in wilderness.

Develcpment

Camplete water use inventory and update
amually.

Claims covered by operating plans which pro-
pose surface disturbance will heve validity
examination performed by a Forest Service
Mineral Examiner.

Require proof of valuable mineral deposit
pricr to approval of operating plans.

Require camplete site restoration.

Respond to proposed operating plan with 30
days of receipt.

When mining activity is detected in the I
Wilderness Area, the District Remger will "
notify the operator of wilderness regula-

tions, require an operating plan, and take

other administrative actions as appropriate.

Exploration and development of existing
leases must not impair the wildermess
character.
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MIH
PRACTTCES CODE MANACEMENT DIRECTION STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES
LANDS
Special Use J01 Permit anly those activities allowed Propeeals will receive an interdisciplinary
Permits A08 under the Wilderness Act and which analysis.
are camatible with the wilderness
resouree.
Boudary Location J06 Locate and post wilderness boundaries
a3 designated by Congress.
Land Exchange J13  Attenpt to acquire private land
within wilderness areas.
PROTECTTON
Fire Prevention P02 Develcp a fire prevention progream
to reduce the mmber of wildfires
associated with dispersed recreation.
Fire Suppresion PO4  Appropriate suppression response will be Fire suppression activities will generally
P05 taken on all wildfires. During low fire be ldmited to:
P06 intensity periods or when natwral barriers
P07 can be utilized, cost plus net value change 7. Hand tcols on amll fires.
P08 will be a prime consideration in deter- 2. Helicopters, powersaws, marine
mining appropriate action. pumps, and aircraft-dropped retar~
dant only with approval of the
Forest fire support will be maintained to appropriate Forest Officer.
meet suppression objectives. 3. Demcbilization by primitive methods

unless such methods are not feasible
because of the size of the fire,
fire danger, equipment involved,

or potential impact upan the
wilderness resource.

The escaped fire situation analysis will
consider the effect on the ecosystem.

Site rehabilitation will be complefed
to a point that restores or improves the
site and protects the rescurces from
additional deterioration.
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M]H '
PRACTICES COE MANAGFMENT DIRECTION STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES
PROTECTION (Cont. )
Fallow guidelines established in
Inital Attack strategies for the
particular management area.
Fuel Management P10 Allow lightning fires to play, as nearly Natural wildlife will be the primary

P12

P14

Law Enforcement P2y

Search & Rescue P26

as possible, their natural role within
wilderness,

Reduce to an acceptable level, the risks
and consequences of wildfire within
wilderness or escaping fram wilderness.
Enforce wilderness law.

Sign, past, and enforee orders and
closures.

Provide for public o, .

method of fuel reducticn.

Wilderness and recreation patrolmen will
inform users of the Wildermess regulations.

motorized equipment might enter the
Wilderness.

Periodically provide Information to the news
media and the publie to inform them of on-
going activities, requirements, and
guidelines,

The Forest Service will cocperate with the

local Sheriff''s Office to develop search
and rescue plans and procedures.




D. PROJECTED FOREST PLAN OUTPUTS, ACTIVITIES, AND COSTS

Tables IV-1, IV~2, and IV-3 on the following pages display projected average
annual outputs, activities, and costs for the Forest Plan.

Iv-78
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TAHLE IV-1 - Projected Average Armuzl Outputs for The Forest Flan

CUTPUTS 1986 1990 1995 2000 2010 2020 035
RECREATION (RVDs)
Developed 209180 217440 221880 227680 231000 235280 243880
Dispersed 365651 112679 42374 431347 5533 457567 k70687
ROS-Semi -Primdtive
Tonmotordzed 34351 3728 31713 38390 39652 ug72l 41891
ROS-Semi-Primitive
Motorized 177088 189832 19ug22 202733 218311 2287188 240050
Roaded Natural 332290 345730 352189 362011 367200 374095 387769
Rural 7112 7393 oML TT# T4 8000 8292
Primitive 36866 40030 1103 §1841 43217 4385 45657
WILDERNESS
Acres 333000 333000 333000 333000 333000 333000 333000
Recreation Use (RVDs) 45355 56076 58907 59321 59949 60645 61451
RANGE
Permitted Livestock
Use (AlMs) 301690 303706 300208 302463 30758 314211 316621
Wild Forse & Burro
Use (AlMs) W71 1500 1500 1550 1600 1600 1600
WOODLAND PRODUCTS
Fuelwood (Cords) 5131 5123 h322 5339 5372 539% 5395
X-Mas Trees (Trees) 2850 5011 3589 2814 3363 3576 3552
Pinenuts (Pounds) 2753 15707 11171 11892 11932 11932 12099
WATER & SOIL
Water meeting Forest
goals (M Acres Ft) 936000 963000 977000 991000 1018000 1045000 1086000
MINERALS
Acres Leased (Acres) 3U4B69 37use7 384305 388320 39233% 39233%6 39233
WILDLIFE (WFUDS)
Total Use 149402 149604 150206 150682 151272 152020 152721
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TABLE IV-2 - Projected Aversge Anmml Activities Far The Forest Flan

ACTIVTTIES 1986 1990 1995 2000 2010 2020 2035
WILILIFE & FISH
Structwral Habitat
Impvt. (Structures) 89 1% 0 0 0 0 0
Nonstructural Habitat
Impvt. (Acres) 233 930 215 75 215 275 215
WOCDLANDS
Tinber Stand Impvt. (Acres) 13 53 56 56 58 61 62
WATER & SOIL
Improvement (Acres) 19 19 18 17 15 15 15
MINERALS
Leases and Permits (Cases) 226 2% 239 234 2 233 233
HUMAN & COMMINITY DEVELOPVENT
Senjor Citizens (Enrcllees) 8 8 1 1 1" 1 11
Volunteers (Brcllees) T ki 10 10 10 10 10
FACILTTIES
Trail Const, and
Reconstruction (Miles) 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0
Arterisl and Callector
Road Reconstruction (Miles) 0.0 0.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0
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TAHE IV-3 Projected Average Ammual Costs far the Faorest Plan

Thousands of Dollars (1982)

INDICATOR 1986 1988 1990 1995 2005 2015 2030
£20 RECREATTON OP 570.89 599.95 551.37 466.33 118.18 117.19 380.93
430 FECREATTON CON 52.27 89.42 99.145 34.01 4o.87 28.13 21.16
MO (O0P LAW ENFO 8.32 8.48 8.70 8.94 9.12 9.29 9.31
BAD WILDERNESS OP 135.08 138.90 132.36 138.44 120.12 118.87 80.40
c0 WILILIFE & FISH 165.80 164.31 157.60 160.93 156.49 153.15 146.94
C30 WILILIFE IMP 8442 87.96 88.28 T4.58 T4.35 72.66 73.53
D20 RANGE RES O&M 604.69 571.05 582.01 583.31 sen. 7 440.92 382.32
D30 RANGE RES IMP 243.33 218.38 243,14 &2.24 204.04 207.93 155.22
EE0 TIMEER SALES ¥7.90 50.47 51.85 51.61 50.65 49.65 47.90
F20 WATER & SOIL 87.72 87.42 82.05 81.70 72.10 67.55 61.67
F30  WATER & SOIL IMP 22,67 .24 23.98 20.36 17.90 18.28 18.79
G10/20 MINERALS 326.60 327.86 314.67 321.72 317.40 310.39 305.04
H10 RURAL (OMM & HD 61.19 61.19 61.19 61.83 61.83 61.90 61.83
J20 FOREST LEVEL 3.09 5.07 4,80 4,55 4.23 4.13 3.77
J30 LAND CWNERSHIP 71.14 117.05 77.02 56.30 5h.72 53.43 51.53
L&D FAO STRUCT MICE 291.23 289.23 213.20 281.99 280.61 269.23 9.2
LEO ROAD MICE 223.22 221.20 200.44 211.35 205.29 194.79 187.87
LFO FAO CONST 148.87 207.35 196.49 214.99 145.39 179.82 152.37
L0 ROADS CONST/RECONST 192,03 172.72 173.67 346.72 350.88 368.11 381.65
P20 FIRE PROTECTION 181.24 180.67 174,83 179.25 178.78 176.52 158.10
T10 GENERAL ADMIN 807.59 807.59 807.59 807.59 807.59 807.59 807.59
®IOTAL® ALT/LEVEL 4329.73  4459.51  4306.10  43B4.75 LOBATE  BO11.42  37UB.TY
#GRAND TOTAL® 4329.73  4US9.51  4306.10  43/4.75 MOMALTE WOMM.42 37M8.T1



E. DESIRED FUTURE CONDITION OF THE FCREST

This section is a description of the desired future condition of the Forest
resulting from implementation of the Preferred Alternative described in the
accompanying FEIS.

Recreation

Developed facilities will be operated at a reduced service level during the
pre~ and post-vacation periods. All facilities will be operated at the
standard service level during the summer vacation period from June 1 to
September 10.

Developed sites, both public and special use, will be crowded or over=-
crowded during peak use perilods. The condition of developed recreation
facilities will be improved to maintenance class 1.

The condition of riparian areas within developed recreation sites will be
malntained or improved. Vegetation management plans will be developed for
all heavily used sites.

Trail conditions will be lmproved. Investment in trails will not be lost
through 1lack of maintenance. Adequate trailhead facilities for dispersed
recreation will be provided.

Opportunities to provide interpretive information will be pursued.

Projects that will benefit public health, safety, sanitation and water
supplies have highest priority for reconstruction. An average of 20 camping
units (100 PAOT's) will be rebuilt annually over a 30 year period to replace
worn out facilities. Some new constructicn will be relocated off floodplain
areas to avold flood damage.

Recreation special uses will meet at least minimm environmmental and public
service standards. Trailhead parking and sanitatilon facllities for c¢ross-
country skiing and snowplay will be provided at trailhead locations.

Demand for developed recreation - public will be met until about the Yyear
2000 when the Forest will again be looking at recreation demand.

Supply for dispersed recreation will exceed demand through the planning
period.

Areas not needed for timber harvest and mineral development will be
maintained for primitive recreation: about 50 percent of these areas will
be allocated to nonmotorized recreation and 50 percent to motorized.

Completion of a comprehensive Cultural Resource Overview by 1988 will help
to gulde management decisions and direction and will provide a necessary
link to the Nevada State Historic Preservation Plan. In the Overview, areas
will be delineated for moderate and high archaeolpgical sensitaivity so that
work can be targeted for completion of a Forest-wide cultural resource
inventory.
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The development of an inventory of National Regilster properties will provide
a useful planning tool for the effective management of the oultural resource
in 'relation to other resource needs. This Plan provides for the National
Reglister nomination of at least one property every two years until the
potential is reached. The Forest alse will develop and implement a plan for
the publio interpretation, enhancement, and protection of National Register
quality properties. This Cultural Resource Plan will be an integral part of
the Overview mentioned ahove.

Where motorized ecross-country travel causes unaoceptable resouroce damage,
user conflicts or safety problems, further ORV restrictions may be imposed.

A system of 1,000 miles of summer trails will be maintained, all at Level 2
or better. Five miles of trail will be reconstructed or constructed
annually., Snowmoblle and cross-country ski tralls will be provided. No
additional trails were found suitable for inclusion in the National Trail
Systen.

Integrated pest management techniques will be used to protect, maintain or
enhance recreation resources.

Wilderness

This alternative recommends the following roadless areas be designated
wilderness areas. These are preliminary administrative recommendations.

This recommendation will receive further review and possible modification by
the Chief of the Forest Service, the Seoretary of Agriculture and the
President of the United States. Final decisions on wilderness designation
have been reserved by the Congress itself.

Area Acreg
Mount Moriah 60,700
Bristlecons (Wheeler Peak) 51,700
Ruby Mountains 55,600
Grant Range 43,100
Jarbidge 26,400
East Humboldt 18,500
Soldier Lake 12,300

268,300

These areas will be managed and operated at the full service level. All
other roadless areas will be managed for uses other than wilderness.

Wildlife apd Fish

Current habitat of threatened and endangered specles will be maintained, and
no conflicts with other uses will be allowed. In addition, opportunities to
establish peregrine falcons in currently uncccupied habitat will Dbe
implemented in cooperation with the Nevada Department of Wildlife, U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service and the Peregrine Fund,
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Fisheries habitat in poor condition will be improved through coordinated
management with ofther resources and limited habitat improvement projects
deslgned to lmprove streambank cover, pool areas and streambank stability.
Existing riparian habitat will be maintained in at 1least satisfactory
ecological condition. Big game winter range capacity will inerease,
predominantly through direct habitat improvements and coordination with the
fuelwood program and 1livestock grazing. Big game and upland game summer
ranges will be improved through coordination with livestock and recreation
activities.

One of the goals of the preferred altermative is to maintain habitat for all
MIS at 1levels that exceed requirements for minimum viable populations.
Populations of &all hunted and fished MIS are expected to lnerease over
current levels, particularly fish.

Rapge

This alternative will produce 316,620 AUM's by the end of the planning
horizon. The range conditions will continue to improve from the present 69
percent 1in satisfactory ecological condition to at least 80 percent.
Allotment management plans will incorporate objectlves and guidelines to
improve coordination with other resources. The program for noxious -weed
control will be strengthed with control efforts on priority I and II noxious
weeds.

Sensitive plant speciles will be maintained.

The Cherry Springs, Monte Cristo and GQuinn Wildhorse Territories will be
managed according to the plans.

Key big game winter ranges will continue to i1mprove through c¢lose
coordination efforts and improvement projects.

Predator contrecl will be allowed on grazing allotments where need is
demonstrated. Integrated pest management techniques will be used to
protect, maintain and improve range resources.

Timgber

The pinyon-juniper cover +type will be inventoried to determine its
management potential by identifying management needs and opportunities and
productivity levels, and subsequently identifying acceptable harvest levels.

The supply of firewood created by this alternative when added to existing
dead timber, will meet the demand through 20430.
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Soil and Water

Water quality will improve at a moderate level, while soill productivity and
quality will improve at a high level. Watershed improvement will occur at a
moderate rate, yet current needs for watershed improvement will not be
satisfied by the end of the planning period. Reductions in soll erosion
willl increase with watershed protection, proceeding at-a moderate level
through implementation of soil and water conservation measures. Soll and
water resource inventory will continue as will present coordination with
city, county and state agencies.

Water Rights

Congress has directed the Forest Service to administer National-Forest
System lands for multiple-use purposes. These purposes have been stated in
the Organic Administration Act, Multiple-Use Sustained-Yield Act, Wilderness
Act, Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, and other legislation-and Executive Orders.
The water needed to successfully accomplish the programs mandated by these
acts and Excecutive Orders will be protected.

Water needed for National Forest System management but not avallable under
State law and-not meeting the Supreme Court criteria for a reserved -right
under the Organic Administration dct, will be secured by citing the appli-
cable Federal and conditioning occupancy permits.

Whenever water rights are authorized by Federal-or State law, these will be
quantified, documented, and recorded. Applicable fees will be paid by the
benefiting function.

A Federal reserved water right will be asserted for water needed for program
of watershed management including fire protection. A reserved right will
also be used to acquire water needed in the form of instream flow sufficient
to maintaln stability of the stream channel for the purposes of securing
favorable conditions of water flow and maintenance of fish habitat.

Quantification of stream flows to secure favorable conditions of water flow
will be accomplished over a ten~year period by priority. Immediate
quantifiecatlion will be done in support of Forest Service protests -of water
right applications by others and for adjudications (Clover/Ruby Valley and
Steptoe Valley). Second priority will be the progressive quantification of
instream flow needs as shown in Table IV-4.
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TABLE IV~4
Areas Proposed for Instream Flow Quantification

Priority Area

1 Snake Division

Ruby Mountains

East Humboldt

Jarbidge Ranger District
Mountain City Ranger Diatrioct

Ely Ranger Distriot

~N O g = W N

Santa Rosa Ranger Distrioct

Mineralg

The number of leases, permits and operating plans is expected to increase
slightly throughout the 1life of the plan. Withdrawals and legislative
requirements will restriot mineral development on 356,888 acres.

The Forest will expedite the processing of oil and gas lease applications
and locatable mineral proposals.
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Funding will allow proper evaluation of 234 leases and operating plans by
the end of the planning horizon.

-~ Locatable mineral operations proposals will be evaluated on a case-by-
case basis through the environmental analysis process. Sufficient detall
will be required in the operating proposals to ensure compliance with the
approved plan.

-~ Reclamation will receive greater emphasis. Operators will be responsible
for all reasonable reclamation. Reclamation plans will be developed for
each operation, with the technical assistance of Regional Office experts in
the more complex cases.

-« Compliance inspections will be performed on a regular basis to insure the
cperation is being conducted to minimize surface resource impacts and
unnecessary or undue degradation of the surface resources.

-- Bonding requirements will be sufficlent to reclaim the surface resources
impacted by the operation. Costs will be determined by using standard cost
estimating guldes and the technical expertise of S5.0. and R.0. specialists.

~= Mineral/energy road development wlll be coordinated with the Forest
transportation plan. Existing and planned roads will used whenever
possible.

-= Selsmic exploration will be allowed 1in propased or designated
wildernesses only in these cases where it will not cause degradation of the
wilderness characteristies.

-~ Leasable mineral/energy applications will be evaluated on an individual
baslis. The decision to lease and site-specific stipulations will be deter-
mined on a site-by~site basis. Development activities will be addressed by
an Interdisciplinary field analysis and environmental assesament.

-= Locatable mineral exploration, development and production activities are
expected to continue at a high level. Seismic exploration should increase
as further oil/gas exploration takes place in the valleys flanking the
Forest. Geothermal exploration will likely remaln at a low level.

Fire Protection

Appropriate suppression response will be taken on all wildfires as provided
in the "Initial Attack Strategies™ for each management area.

Prescribed fire from planned ignitions will be used for resource
improvement. In the Jarbidge Wilderness and recommended wllderness areas,
unplanned ignitions will be used to maintain natural ecosystems.
Manipulation of vegetation will provide adequate fuels reduction.
Cooperative fire protection will continue to be emphasized to provide for
joint fire protection. An active fire prevention program with cooperating
agencies will be developed.
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Lands

Lands will be acquired or disposed of as shown on the land adjustment maps.
About 600 acres of land will be exchanged annually. Land exchange offers
will be responded to within three months, and one land exchange a year will
be completed.

Access to Forest land will be assured by acquisition of road and trail
rights-of-way. Two road or trail rights-of-way will be acquired annually
until needs are pet.

High priority will be given to meeting standards for dam inspection.
Emergency preparedness plans will be prepared for all dams.

Utilities will be allowed in suitable corridors.

Current mineral withdrawals will be evaluated as required by law. It is
expected that this evaluation will result in the revocation of some
Wwithdrawals. New mineral withdrawals will be evaluated for future high
investment sites that also have high mineral potential.

Special-use fee returns will increase as a result of new uses and higher
fees,

Property boundaries will be identifiied sufficiently to mahage rescurce
activities and prevent inadvertent trespass.

Five Research Natural Areas will be proposed. An Establishment Record will
be prepared and submitted to the Regional Forester for these five areas.
Designation of these Research Natural Areas will assist in meeting research
needs on the Humboldt National Forest and elsewhere in the western United
States.

Fagiliti

B d dpinistrati 0 ~ Those buildings and associated support
facilities esseptial +to carrying ocut resource and management objectives
shall be retained. All health and safety hazards shall be corrected and
these builldings and utility systems shall be replaced or rehabilitated as
required to continue to meet health and safety standards. The purpose of
the maintenance program and rehabilitation, when appropriate, is to protect
and enhance the facility investment and to keep maintenance costs
reascnable. Some nonessential facilities will deteriorate over time to the
point they will no longer be able to be safely used and they will have to be
removed or destroyed. All CCC-Era buildings will be evaluated as cultural
properties.

Transportation - The emphasis on the road system will be to provide safe
access to the Forest. Five miles of the arterial and collector road system
will be reconstructed annually starting 1991. The objective of the
reconstruction will be to keep these main roads safe and passable. The
reconstruction will correct any safety hazards, provide for protection of
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resources and correct any malntenance problens. User comfort and
convenience will not be a prime consideration. Those roads essential to
meeting resource needs and management objectives willl recelve attention
first.

Local road construction and reconstruction will occur almost solely in
support of mineral activitiles. Most of the roads associated with the
minerals program will be very low standard exploration roads, through some
higher standard roads may be bullt in association with mine development.
All mining roads will be bullt and maintained by the commercial user.

Malntenance of Forest roads will emphasize user safety, protection of
resocur¢es and maintalning road access. Primary malntenance efforts will be
directed to keeping roads open and safe particularly the arterial and
collector roads and those local roads essential to meeting resource and
management ¢bJjectives. The proper signing of the roads is considered
esgential to user safety.

Communications - The Forest will establish a Forest-wide microwave and radio
commnication network by 1995. Existing radios are now being replaced as
quickly as budgetary constraints allow with radios that will be compatible
with the anticipated microwave and radio system.

ferial Photography - Resource aerial photography 1s scheduled for replace-
ment on twenty-year intervals. The preferred replacement schedule would be
at ten-year Intervals. Due to budgetary constraints, the ten-year Iinterval
was not feasible.

Yisuals

The VQ0's for ths alternative will be:

ALTERNATIVE K M ACRES CHANGE FROM
CATEGORY (M ACRES) PRESENT INVENTORY
Preservation 268 ~312
Retention 84 1]
Partial Retention 674 243
Modification 822 o
Maximum Modification 680 1]

Law Enforcement

Increasing public use of the Forest will increase law enforcement problems.
Cooperative law enforcement agreements with local law enforcement agencies
will be continued.

F. MANAGEMENT AREA DIRECTION

This section deseribes the 16 management areas on the Humboldt -National
Forest and the management direction and standards and guidelines that apply
te each area. The standards and quldelines which apply universally to all
management areas are discussed earlier in the Chapter. The Forest action
schedules which list, by resource, specific projects to be accomplished each
year are shown at the end of this chapter.
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The Forest was divided into management areas to facilitate implementaion of
the Forest Plan. Each management area is composed of contiguous lands with
similar topography, geology, and land and resource uses. Seven of the
management areas encompass the existing and recommended wilderness areas on
the Forest. While all will be managed under the principles of multiple-use,
different resources will be emphasized in different areas. The write-up for
each management area includes:

1. A location map {on the Forest map, issued separately from this
document) .

2. The management area number and acreage.

3. A brief deseription of the physical characteristics and
significant resource situations or uses.

k. The management prescription for the area.

5. The proposed and probable management practices, the Management
Information Handbook (MIH) code for these practices, the management
direction and standards and guidelines.

Management Areas, listed by name and acres follow:

AREA NAME ACRES
Mountain City 518,031
East Humboldts 95,892
East Humboldts Wilderness (Recommended) 18,509
Ruby Mountains 263,971
Ruby Mountains Wilderness (Recommended) 55,578
Soldier Lake Wilderness (Recommended) 12,314
Jarbidge 175,960
Jarbidge Wilderness (Existing and Recommended) 91,067
Mount Moriah hy,558
Mt, Moriah Wilderness (Recommended) 60,732
Schell 281,478
Snake 128,669
Bristlecone Wilderness (Recommended) 51,712
Ward Mountain 39,797
White Pine 344,575
Quinn 165,460
Grant Wilderness (Recommended) 43,144
Santa Rosa 268,493

Any recommendation for wilderness made in the following management areas is
a preliminary administrative recommendation which will receive further
review and possible modification by the Chief of the Forest Service, the
Secretary of Agriculture, and the President of the United States. Final
decisions on wilderness designation have been reserved by Congress.
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MOUNTAIN CITY MANAGEMENT AREA - 518,031 ACRES

Degepiption

The Mountain City Management Area 1s looated north of Elko, Nevada, in
northeastern Elko County. The gross acreage within the management area is
518,031 acres; 479,215 acres of which are administered by the USDA Forest
Service and the remaining 38,826 acres are privately owned. The management
area surrounds the town site of Mountain City, HNevada, which was a
withdrawal from the National Forest in 1941 by Congressional action.

The highest points on the management area are: Jacks Peak - 10,198 feet;
Copper Mountain - 9,911 feet; McAffe Peak - 10,439 feet; and Merritt
Mountain - 8,762 feet. The lowest elevations are along the Bruneau River
which are near 5,000 feet.

Main drainages are: the Bruneau River, Meadow Creek, McDonald Creek, Owyhee
River, and the North Fork of the Humboldt River. These drainages flow
through deep canyons and valleys with relatively short and steep dralnages.
The southeast part of the Distriet i1s drained by the Humboldt River. The
northern and southwestern portions of the area drains into the Snake River
(Columbia River system) via the Bruneau and the Owyhee Rivers.

Approximately 88,600 recreation visitor days are spent annually on the
management area. Hunting and fishing activities are responsible for the
majority of visits. Recreation use increased to a high of 180,000 visitor
days in 1972, but dropped steadily each year until 1979. In 1980, use
showed an upward trend. The effects of a quota deer season {fewer permits),
changes in the hunting and fishing regulations, and higher cost of gasoline
were probably causative to this reduction of use from 1973 until 1979.

Wildhorse Reservoir (mostly outside the Forest boundary, however the dam is
on the Forest) attracts the majority of summer visitors. There are three
developed recreation areas; Big Bend Campground, Jack Creek Campground, and
the Wildhorse Crossing Campground. State Highway 225 from Wildhorse Dam to
near Mountain City is a pleasing scenic drive and is a popular fishing area.
There are numerous undeveloped camping and plonicking sites which are used
primarily during the fall hunting seasons each year.

Of historical interest are old mining towns such as: Mardis, Charleston and
Gold Creek. There are alsc nuperous small campsites utilized by early
Americans scattered throughout the management area. Some of these have been
excavated and catalogued with no significant sites lccated to date.

Scenic areas of interest are the high portions of the Independence
Mountains, the Bull Run Mountains, Pennsylvania Hill, Merritt Mountain,
Copper Canyon, and Copper Basin. Most of these areas can be reached by
vehicles. Backpacking as a recreation experlence has a very low occurrence
with the exception of Camp Draw, a primitive trailhead facility ¢to the
Jarbidge Wilderness Area.
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The airsheds over the management area are clear and clean. Freeport Gold
completed a mill complex in June of 1981 and has been processing ore since
then. They utilize a small coal-fired plant to heat water, but low sulphur
coal 1s used with little or no resultant impact on air quality. No ¢ities,
large industrial plants, or activities are present on or adjacent to the
management area that affect this resource. This clear air adds tangible
enjoyment for recreationists and travelers.

A substantial number of deer use the area as summer range. Primary deer
winter sreas within the management area include the socuthwest side of the
Indpendence Range from Taylor Canyon to Marsh Creek, the upper Buneau River
from Rattlesnake Creek to Coon Creek, lower Meadow Creek, and the Owyhee
Canyon from Wildhorse Dam to Mountain City. Areas used during open winters
include 1low elevatlions from Willard Creek to Indlan Creek, and from Jim
Creek to Stump Creek. The largest wintering herds are in the Bruneau River/
Meadow Creek and Jeritt Canyon/Marsh Creek areas.

Since 1972 deer numbers have declined. The primary browse available in
winter is sagebrush. In general, bitterbrush and other browse speciles are
not widespread on winter ranges and make up a much smaller portion of the
avallable browse speoies. The range has not shown signs of overuse with the
present deer populatilon.

Many areas continue to have more beaver than the available willow and aspen
food supply can support. This createzs some problems with loss of willow
along stream courses and with aspen stands a good distance away from
streams. Beaver activities also cause culvertis and roads to wash out during
heavy spring flow.

Predators include bobecats, coyotes, and mountain lions. The coyote
population has increased 1in the past five to six years with a resultant
increase 1in sheep losses. In areas where domestic sheep losses are heavy,
there 1is an ongolng coyote control program. APHIS is responsible for this
control and works closely with the District Ranger. Methods of control and
location of control devices are evaluated before any action is taken.
Coyote impact on the deer population is not known, but may be substantial.

Riparian areas consist of narrow stringers along all perennial water courses
and numerous small meadows scattered throughout the management area.
Increasing emphasis on the importance of these areas for diversified
wildlife habitat is occurring. In some areas. livestock grazing in riparian
zones 1is too heavy and is creating conflicts with other values. This is
primarily occurring on allotments without c¢ompleted management systems and/
or a low level of lmprovement develcpment.

A good variety of raptors occcur with known resident species I1neluding the
golden eagle, prairie faloon, owls, redtail hawk, marsh hawk, goshawk,
osprey, and several lesser hawk species. Migrating waterfowl and summer
nesting sandhill c¢ranes also use this area. At least nine active golden
eagle nests are present.
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Fishing streams are limited, but streams whiech run yearlong support good
trout populatiorns and receive some fishing pressure. Limited stocking is
practiced by the Nevada Department of Wildlife. Speceles found 1n most
streams are eastern brock and rainbow trout. A high incidence of nongame
fish is found in the Bruneau River and some tributaries to the Owyhee River.

A threatened specles of fish, Lahontan cutthroat trout, is present in
streams on the east side of the Independence Mountain range. These streams
are: Mahala Creek, Gance Creek, Warm Creek (a tributary of Gance Creek), the
lower portion of California Creek, Foreman Creek, North Fork of the Humboldt
River, and Cole Canyon (a tributary of the North Fork). An aquatic survey
Wwas completed during the summers of 1978 and 1979 on these streams. Many
more occupied streams than anticipated were found during these studies.
Because of the more widespread distribution of this fish than originally
thought, efforts have been made for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to
delist the specles.

Upland game birds occur on much of this area. Species 1include chukar
partridge, California quail, sage grouse, Hungarian partridge, and blue
grouse. The Nevada Department of Wildlife has transplanted some sharp=-
talled grouse i1nto traditional past habitat areas on the management area
and has introduced ruffed grouse in suitable areas.

4 large quantity and variety of small nongame bird species ceccur over mest
of the management area. Many of these bird species are migratory and only
spend from a week to a month ln thi=z area.

Winter game range is considered falr or better with small, but good stands
of bitterbrush, early maturing grasses {(Idaho fescue, cheatgrass, and some
blue grass) and both low and big sagebrush. Plant vigor 1s good and soll
stability 1s rated as fair or better. Bitterbrush plants are mostly mature
and overmature with poor regeneration. In addition, recent rodent girdling
and tent catepillar defoliation has damaged some bitterbrush and
serviceberry plants.

Livestock grazing bhas long been the principal use on the management area
whieh permits over 100,000 animal unit wmonths of actual grazing annually.
This grazing use is the primary source of summer forage for cattle and sheep
operations, These operations use private land and adjacent BLM range for
spring, fall and winter grazing, with the exceptlion of five allotments which
are grazed from early spring to early winter. Winter grazing by cattle
13 also permitted on the Bruneau Winter Allotment. Sheep numbers continue
to decline primarily due the difficulty of obtalning experienced and
reliable herders, rising production costs, and extenslve mining cperations.

Livestock owned by thirty-seven permittees graze on fifty-two allotments
which is one of the most important coniributions to the economy of the
management area, especlally to the dependent community of Mountaln City.

0f the total of U79,000 Forest Service administered acres, 403,000 are
Jisted as suitable for livestock grazing. Overall, range condition 1is
listed as fair or better. In some instances, permltted 1livestock use
exceeds carrylng capacity.
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The North Fork/Jack Creek sheep driveway is 16 miles 1long and receives
moderate to heavy use on an annual basis. Vegetation and soil conditions
are fair but contain some areas with poor condition and minor soll erosion.
A slow but apparently steady improvement in soil and vegetation conditions
has occurred in the last five years. This 1s primarily due to less sheep
use -

The multi-agency Saval Research Project has been ongoing since 1978. This
long-term study with the BLM as the lead agency 1ls desighed to intensely
study the effects of a grazing system on all other resources within the
study area. "Base Line™ data has been collected, the approved studies
implemented, and part of the improvements on private, BLM, and Forest
Service administered lands completed. Total acreage of the projeect is
58,757 of which 16,841 is National Forest, 28,091 is BLM, and 18,825 is
private.

Noxious weeds including black henbane, whitetop, Canada thistle and leafy
spurge occur over various parts of the area. Leafy spurge may become a
problem especlally in the North Fork drainage, Mountain City, and Sunflower
allotments due to infestatlions on adjacent private lands. Soil disturbance
through mineral activities are also contributing to the increase in ncoxious
weeds, particularly in the Independence Range.

Four conifer species: alpine fir, Juniper, limber pine, and whitebark pine
are present in small stands. Aspen 1s the common broad leaf tree speciles
and 1s found primarily along water courses, wet sites, and in snowbank
areas. Very little of the timber {aspen, or conifer) is merchantable due to
small stand size, small diameter and poor quality. Aspen 1s considered the
most important specles because 1t stabilizes the soll along the streanm
courses, provides shade for livestoek, habitat for wildlife and fish, and a
scenie envircnment for Ferest visitors.

Some aspen 1s sold commercially as posts and poles to local ranchers, but
this type of timber use is minimal. A few conifers are sold as Christmas
trees for local use. No commercial sales of Christmas trees have been made
in the past due to the limited occurrence of conifers. Congiderable
firewood 13 gathered each year by local residents and people from the Duck
Valley Reservation. A minimum $5.00/cord firewood permit is required.
Approximately 430,000 board feet of firewood 1s sold annually. Mahogany is
present but not in enough volume to have significant commercial potential.

Annual precipitation varies from 8 to 50 inches. Most of the precipitation
falls as snow, with spring rains also adding considerable moisture. It is
estimated that the management area produces approximately 380,000 acre~feet
of water to off-Forest users. There 1s near total dependency upon the
management area for water--both for irrigation and domestic uses. Needs for
high quality water are increasing in the this area of Nevada. DBecause water
is limited in the State, thils resource is at a premium.

The State of Nevada 13 becomlng increasingly aware of its water needs,
"Water Rights"™ actions and planning 1s increasing as the culinary,
livestock, irrigation, and industrial demands for water make Nevada's
shortage of water more obvious.
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Most streams are in a stable condition. Localized areas of streambank or
headcutting are still occurring but stable and/or improving streambank
conditions are present over the vast majority of the area. Some of these
unfavorable conditions may be aggravated by livestock grazing on sensitive
soils.

Mining and exploration activity has increased at a rapid pace throughout the
management area. Valuable deposits of gold, silver, uranium, and barite
have been discovered. The management area is highly mineralized,
consequently additional exploration and ultimately future development can be
expected.,

The discovery of disseminated gold in the Independence Mountains 1led to
extensive exploration and culminated with the development of Freeport Gold
Company's mine/mill complex. This project produces about 300,000 ounces of
go0ld each year. Proven ore reserves will sustain this operation for over 10
years. Continued exploration drllling on Freeportts c¢laim block has
produced additional ore reserves. Three major exploration programs are
being conducted on new disseminated gold properties as of 1984,

Small scale mining operations are scattered throughout the management area.
These range from small open-pit mines to placer mining and dredging. The
majority of current operating plans cover exploration activities such as
drilling, trenching, and road building. The major impacts from mining
activity are associlated with the disturbance caused by construction of roads
and drill pads. These impacts are generally short term and can be mitigated
with proper reclamation requirements. Reclamation practices are proving to
be successful in returning disturbed areas to productive status.

There are 38,816 acres of private land within this management area. Much of
this land occurs in Y40 and 8C~acre tracts located at springs and along
stream bottoms. Land exchanges have served to ease the administratilve
problems and provide other benefits to National Forest users. Lack of legal
access across private land to the National Forest is a moderate problem.
Access 1s needed along the east side of the Independence' Mountains and the
west portion of the management area.

At present, there are approximately 60 special-use permits categorized into
the following headings: utilities and commnication, agricultural,
transportation, water, comminity, recreation, and industrial. Telephone and
powerlines authorized by permit provide needed utilitles for persons 1living
withan and outside the Forest boundary. In addition, a TV antenna site,
sewage disposal ponds, a water collection system, and a culinary water line
are under permit on National Forest lands to henefit the residents of
Mountain City. HNumerous mining roads are presently authorized by permit and
more are anticipated due to the large increase in mining related activities.

Soils in the management area have developed from a variety of different
parent materials including sedimentary material, volecanic and rhyolitic
material, and granitic material. The sedimentary influence 1s greatest in
the Independence Range while the Influence of volcanic and rhyolitic
material is greater in the north-central part of the area. The infuence of
granitic material is greatest to the north and east.
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Scils depths to bedrock vary from eight inches or less near ridge tops to
six feet or more in drainage bottoms. Most of the soil surface horizons are
moderately fine to fine textures. Generally, erosion hazard is slight to
moderate, dependent upon the percent of the slope.

There are 6F3 miles of inventoried Forest roads and an estimated 250 miles
of uninventoried roads. Vehicle use during the fall and spring "wet"”
periods are a concern due to the underlying clay strata on most roads.

Temporary and permanent road closures are only partly successful due to the
rolling topography and the length of time needed to administer the closures.
This situation results in the need for substantial maintenance annually but
has been partly alleviated with the completion of rock aggregate surfacing
on some roads. Road maintenance, except on several high standard roads, is
poor to inadequate and only occurs once every four to five years. Erosion
problems resulting from the road system are present. Seriocus erosion
problems are present on the west side of the management area.

The transportation system is of adgquate quality with the possible exception
of access to the headwaters of the Bruneau River where the existing road
lies primarily on private land.

Following is a list of administrative facilities withip the management area:

1. Mountain City Ranger Statiop

Four dwellings, one duplex, one garage, one workshop, one fire warehouse,
two potable water pump stations, two sewer systems with one large lagoon,
one barn, one hayshed and storage yard and one bunkhouse are located on a
750~acre administrative site.

A long-range plan has been developed to move the administrative site located
on a potentially hazardous floodplain to a nearby upland location. The
office is under a lease agreement in Mountain City and has been operational
since October of 1980. There is a need for owned rather than leased office

space.

2. Gold Creek Work Center:

One dwelling, one bunkhouse, one generator/workshop, one gas house, two
storage buildings, one kitchen/mess hall, two one-room crew buildings, and
one storage vard are located on a 222-acre site. This site has been used in
the past as a residential complex for Human Resource Programs.

The Gold Creek Site is 25 miles from the Mountain Caity Ranger Station.
Meadows at this station provide fall grazing and hay for the District pack
and saddle stock.

3. 716 Creek Guard Station:

OCne-room guard station on a 60~acre site.
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i, Merritt Wountain Badioc Belav:

One small concrete building which houses the only Forest Service Link Relay
on the management area.

The Merritt Mountain radio relay gives adequate radio coverage for
approximately 75 percent of the area. Access to the site for repair and
maintenance 1is difficult, especizlly during the spring and fall "wet®
periods. During the winter, access 1s dependent upon favorable snow
conditions to enable over-snow machines to reach the site. The south and
west sides of this management ares currently do not have adequate radio
coverage.

A public service site of 280 acres in Section 21, THUN, R52E, was withdrawn
from mineral entry. No Ilmprovements are on the site.

In 1905, 80 acres were withdrawn for an administrative site in Section 21,
T40N, RSLE, This undeveloped site is on Mahala Creek, about a half-mile
east of the contiguous Forest boundary.

Cover type and climatic varlations throughout the management area typically
cause different burning conditions and hazards. The Bruneau River and
Meadow Creek drainages account for a large percent of annual acreage burned.
In this area annual grasses or dry stands of flammable cheatgrass and steep
slopes contribute to the rapid spread of fires. Both of these areas are
high value deer winter ranges and part of this important deer winter habitat
has been lost since 1958, due to large rapidly moving fires.

Fires in this whole area often move extremely fast during the burning period
but generally, lay down at night. Nearly half of the fires have been man
caused. BRate of spread over most of the area is classed as medium to high,
with low resistance to control. Initial attack responsibilities have been
contracted to the Nevada Division of Forestry since 1980.

The use of fire as a management tool has not been explored intensively.
However, the potential to reap some benefits clearly exists.

Management Prescription

Recreation: Existing developed sites will be improved and
maintained at Big Bend, Jacks Creek, and Wildhorse
Crossing campgrounds. Dispersed recreation will be
emphasized on the remainder of the management area.
Trailhead facilities at Camp Draw and a snowmobile
trail between Wildhorse and Jarbidge will be
constructed as funds become available.

Wildlife and Fish: Habitat will be protected with emphasis on
improvement of key habitat such as winter range,
fawnlng, and brooding areas. Big game summer
ranges will be considered when planning for other
resources. Maintaln or slightly Increase aquatic
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Range:

Timber;

Water and Soil:

Lands:

habitat productivity through direect  habitat
improvement, coordinated with management of other
resources. Emphasis will be placed upon improvang
habitat for the Federally listed Lahontan cutthroat
trout through cocrdinated management and
cooperation with the U.S5. Fish and Wildlife Service
and NDOW through direct habitat improvements.

Livestock grazing will continue to be a major use
of the area. Range improvements will be
maintained, constructed, and reconstructed.

Firewood production will continue to be the main
use of timber resources on the area. Aspen,
subalpine fir, and mahogany are utilized for this
purpose. The timber resource will be enhanced
through tree plantings where feasible.

Maintain water quality and so0i1l productivity.
Management activities of all resources must protect
or enhance scil and water resources and comply with
applicable laws and regulations. Soll and water
projects will emphasize protection, disturbed area
reclamation, emergency burn rehabilitation, and
increasing water yield and soil productivity.

Land exchanges, acquisitions, and rights-cof-way,
will be used to provide public access and block-up
land for more efficient management. Research and
special studies will be allowed.

Jt has been discussed and proposed that scattered,
isolated parcels of BLM lands adjacent to this
management area bhe transferred to the Forest
Service to Aimprove management efficiency. These
parcels are Jlocated adjacent to National Forest
System lands along the eastern edge of the Indepen-
dence Range and the northeast corner of this area.
If congressional legistlation 1s enacted the areas
will be mahaged as ocutlined in current management
plans prepared by the BLM or as otherwise specified
in the legislation.

Active special uses include ocutfitting and guiding,
water and power transmission lines, roads,
electronic sites and other temporary uses.
Additional proposed wuses that are needed,
reasonable, environmentally appropriate, and within
Forest Service policy will continue to be approved
on a case-hy-case basis.
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Facilities:

Protection:

Minerals:

Forest Service administrative facilities will be
constructed and maintained as needed. Old
facilities possessing no historic value will be
removed.

The extent of fire protection will be commensurate
with the value of the resources being protected.
Fire will be used as a management tool.

Mineral explcoration, leasing and development will
continue within Forest Service surface use
regulations in coordination with other rescurces.
Emphasis is to encourage lawiful minerals activities
while protecting renewable surface resources.
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Management Direction, Standards, and Guidelines for the Mamtain City Management Area

MIH
PRACTICES OODE

MANAGEMENT DIRECTICH

CQulturel Resource AOT
Plarming, Inven-~  A02
tory, Evaluation, AO3
Neminaticn, ADY

Facility and Site B05
Construetion and A

Fecility and Site AO7

CRV Management 408

STANDARLS AND GUIDELINES

Cenduct, thematic inventory and eval-
uation. Nomirate and protect as ap~
propriate. Prepare management plans.

Mare fully inventory and evaluate
knon senaitive areas.

Bring the candition of developed
recreation facilities to mintenance
Class 1.

Manage developed sites at standard
service level during the menaged
recreation season.

Develop a travel plan to cantrol off-
read vehicle use and provide protec.
tion for vegetation, scdl, and other
resources,

Tdentify and evaluate any historical struc-
tures at Forest Service facilities which
may be related to the CCC era or early
development of the Forest. MNeminate
and protect as appropriate.

Inventory and evaluate known historical
mining tosms of Mardis, Charleston, and
Gold Creek; as appropriate nominate to the
Kational Register. Develop a plan to
address management altermatives.

If a project is plamed that may impact
them, known prehistoric sites in the
vicinity of Wildborse Reservoir will be
properly evaluated and locations will be
verified.

Priorities for recreation construction/
reconstruction:

1. Jack Cresk Campground
2. Big Bend Water System

Capecity

Site ENJT Days
Big Bend 10,370
Wildhorse Crossing 32,120

The following roads are closed from
fran Jamary 1 to May 20 to prevent
damage to the road surface:
1. Baystack-Wateriog Sunmdt Road #10013
2. Segehen Road #10015
3. California Creck Road #10016
4, Belcher Road #10034
5. Smflower Road #10035
6. Penrod Creek-Paint of Rocks Road
#10226
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Monagement Direction, Standards, and Guidelines for the Mountain City Monagement Area

MIH
PRACTICES e MANAGEMENT DIHECTION
RECHEATTON (Cout.)
ORV Maragement 208
Belicopter Sding Alcow helicopter skiing in approved
areas.
Trail System A2  Provide a trall system adequate for
Mauintenance and administrators, permittees, and the
Cperation public.
TBMEER
Tinber Harvest E07T Provide for persomal use Christmas
Administration free sales,
FACILITIES
Facility 125 Remove facilities no longer needed
Maintenance for Forest Administration.

STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES

Close Camp Draw Trail #019 to all motorized
vehicles. This trail provides access to
the Jarbidge Wilderness.

Evaluate proposals for helicopter skiing on
a case-by-case basis.

Maintain trails to Level 2.

Remove all buildings at Gold Creek Guard
Station.

Remove the following buildings at the
Mountain City Administrative Site:

1. Deelling #1115

2. Garege #1365

3. Root cellar #1364



RUBY MOUNTAINS MANAGEMENT AREA - 263,971 ACRES

Degeription

The Ruby Mountains Management Area lies approximately 30 miles east of Elko,
Nevada. Extending from the Secret Pass Highway south 70 miles to Overland
Pass, the area encompasses 245,811 acres of National Forest administered
land and approximately 18,560 acres of private land. The lands situation is
complicated by contiguous private land, which borders the area along 7
percent of 1its boundary. The management area surrounds, but does not
include the Ruby Mountain Wilderness Management Area or the Soldier Lake
Management Area which dominate the higher elevations.

The area's topography is generally characterized by steep slopes dissected
by deep, narrow canyons.

Vegetation 1s diverse, varying from that asscciated with the sagebrush
steppes to that characteristic of sub-alpine zones.

Lamoille Canyon, located 25 miles southeast of Elko, provides spectacular
views of the surounding rugged mountains and glaciated canyons. As a result
of the canyon's scenic value and a paved highway, the canyon attracts many
visitors each year. Three developed sites exist in the canyon. The Thomas
Canyon Campground and the Power House Day Use Site both receive heavy
pressure whille the Terraces Day Use 8Site receives only a moderate degree
of use. None of these developed sites have been maintained to the
standard at which they were built.

Lamoille Canyon Scenic Area is used heavily for viewing by motorists and as
a traillhead into the Ruby Mountains RARE II area. Because of the high
standard highway in the canyon, the fSelf-Guided Auto Tour™ receives the
bulk of this use while the trailhead at the end of the highway is heavily
used, accounting for 60 percent of the use in the proposed wilderness.

Dispersed recreation use is concentrated in the vicinity of the Harrison
Pass Road. Common activities include hunting, fishing, and collecting
miscellanecus Forest products. The Ruby Mountains are recognized as a
premier hunting area for both resident and non-resident hunters.

Grazing of domestic livestock is the most prominent single use occuring in
the area. Cattle make extensive use of nearly all the canyons and flat
areas. Sheep grazing occurs in the higher elevations. Total use represents
approximatley 30,000 AUM's, Where AMP's have been fully implemented, range
condition is generally in an upward trend; while allotments without
implemented management plans exhibit a downward trend. All allotment plans,
about 33, have been prepared however, only approximately 75 percent of these
are fully implemented at this time. There is one wild horse territory on
the very south end of this unit with capacity for 40 to 50 head of horses.
Periodic reductions in horse numbers are required.
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Dry fuel wood exists in only limited amounts over the unit, while demand is
high. Because of the steep terrain, aspen is available only in small
isolated patches. There are several pinyon-juniper stands which are
somewhat more accessible than the aspen but these are mostly green stands.

The Ruby Mountains are home to one of the largest mule deer herds in Nevada.
Nearly all the unit provides suitable summer habitat with some of the 1low
lying areas also serving as winter habitat. Those ranges identified by
NDOW as having major winter signlificance are the East Ruby Bench, Green
Mountain Bench, Thorpe-~Secret Creek, and Corral-Pearl Creek.

Populations of sage grouse, chukar, blue grouse, and Hungarlan partridge
all exist throughout the unit. The lower elevations are primarily summer
habitat for sage grouse, with only a limited number of strutting grounds and
one key wintering slite south of Shanty Town. The other species find year-
long habitat in the range.

The area's fisheries support brock, rainbow, and the threatened Lahontan
cutthroat trout.

There 1s one patented mining claim on Battle Creek and numerous nonpatented
claims from thls area south. Some oll and gas leases exist and there is a
possibility for geothermal development. A moderate amount of exploration
activity has been associated the the c¢laims and leases.

A relatively large portion of the unit has alternating ownership of Federal
and private land. Consolidation of ownership through an exchange process is
being emphazised.

Two land exchange proposals are currently being evaluated.

On the south portion of the unit there is an adequate road transportation
system. From Harrison Pass north access is limited. Efforts to acquire
acceas are being tied to possible land exchanges. As opportunities arise
other access will also be acquired.

The Ruby Crest Tralil has been listed on the National Register. Adequate
maintenance money has not been forthecoming the last two to three years.
Efforts are concentrated in the head of lLamoille Canyon, and from Liberty
Pass to Overland Lake. Only occasional work is done on the Overland trail,
while others are being completely ignored. The tralls need considerable
work Just from a safety standpoint. This neglect of the +trail systen
coupled with the shortage of road access is making it increasingly difficult
to administer much of the area.

During the 1970 decade, 32 fires were documented on this management area.
Lightning strikes were responsible for 22 of thse wildfires while 10 were
man caused. The largest fires for this decade were recorded 1in 1979 and
burned 1200, 5500, and 8230 acres. Dry, hot conditions were responsible for
the high fire activity recorded for this management area. Historically
large fires, greater than 1000 acres, have occurred on the southern portion
of this management area on a regular basis. Under a cooperative agreement,
the Nevada Department of Forestry handles initial attack on fires 1in this
unit.
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Considerable effort has been made in evaluating cultural resources in
conjunetion with the land exchange program on the north end of the unit.
The rest of the unit has had only limited work associated with land
disturbing activities. Nominations to the National Register can be
expected.

This area 1is considered an extremely important watershed, as all of the
streams originating on the area are used for irrigation on private 1land
surrounding the mountain. It is expected that the off-site demands placed
on these water sources will increase substantially in the future, thus
increasing the chance of adverse impacts on Forest management needs such as
livestock, wildlife, developed recreation and fisheraies.

At the high elevations in the vicinity of Pearl Peak, which is being
considered for Research Natural Area designation, there are stands of
bristlecone pine which may have value for tree ring studies. Efforts are
directed at protecting this area, including keeping it isolated from roads
and other improvements.

Management Prescription

Recreation: Maintain the developed sites to a standard that
assures public use and safety. Special emphasis
will be gaven to the Thomas Canyon Campground and
the selfw-guided aufoe tour up Lamollle Canyon.
Dispersed recreation efforts will focus on the
Scenle Area in Lamecille Canyon and motorized use
in Harrison Pass. Trail use for hunting, fishing,
hiking and backpacking will receive specilal
consideration. Development of needed trails and

trailheads to serve the areas open to public access
will continue.

Range: Optimize production and wutilization of forage
avallable for livestock use, consistent with
maintaining the environment, and providing for
multiple use of the range. Cultural practices and
structural improvements may be used to accomplish
this task.

Wildlife: Emphasize management practices on key mule deer
winter areas which promeote those habitat components
for mule deer. Continue to identify areas of
significant importance to the management Indicator
species. Continue to monitor and provide for
improvement in fisheries  habitat. Emphasize
coordination between resources as a means for
inereasing habitat improvement. Emphasis will be
placed upon improving habitat for the Federally
listed Lahontan cutthroat trout through coordinated
management, cooperation with NDOW and the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service and through direct habitat
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Timber:

Minerals:

Water:

Lands:

Facllitles:

improvements. In addition, the Forest will
cooperate with NDOW and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service in recovery efforts for the peregrine
faleon in Ruby Valley.

Provide for harvesting of available fuelwecod and
Christmas trees . Utllize greenwood cutting %o
improve wildlife habitat on an planned basis.

Encourage lawful  mineral activities while
protecting renewable surface resources and allowing
other resource activities to occur.

Protect the quality and quantity of water produced
on the area while providing for Forest management.

Emphasize consclidation of ownership through the
exchange process. Adcquire needed public access
where posaible in conjunction with land exchanges.
Allow for speical uses such as utility corridors,
electronic sites, outfitter-guides, skilng, summer
homes, and organizational ecamp.

It has been discussed and proposed that scattered
isolated parcels of BLM 1lands adjacent to this
management area be transferred to the Forest
Service to improve management efficiency. These
parcels are located adjacent to National Forest
System lands along the eastern and western edges of
this area. If congressional legislation is enacted
the areas will be managed as outlined in current
management plans prepared by the BLM or as
otherwise specified in the legislation.

A HResearch Natural Area is recommended on Pearl
Peak; an Establishment Record will be prepared and
submitted to the Regional Forester.

Maintain and construct needed roads, trails and
trailheads 1n coordination with other resource
activities. Provide for needed administrative
facilities at selected administrative sites.
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Management Direction, Standards, and Guidelines for the Ruby Mountain Mamagement Area

PRACTTCES

MIH

COLE

MANAGEMENT DIRECTTCR

STANDARDS AND GUIDELTHES

RECREATTON
Cultural Rescurce

A1

Inventory, Evalua- AD2

tion, Neminatiom,
Protection

Facility and Site
Canstruction and
Reconstruction

Fecility and Site

Off-Road Vehicle
Managment

A03
Aol

405
206

A08

Conduet inventory and evaluation in

areas of known potential sensitivity.

Naminate and protect as appropriate.

Bring the condition of developed
recreation facilities to maintenance

class 1 by the year 1996.

Monage developed zites at full
service during snow-free and
frost-free perdcds.

Develop and implement developed
aite prescriptions to achieve
and maintain desirable vegetative
cover,

Maintain the travel plan to control
aff-road vehicle use and provide
protection for vegetation, soil,
and other resources.

Recorded asites along Ruby Lake between Indian
Creck and Carp Ruby will be located and pro-
perly evaluated.

Priorities for work:

1. Thomas Creek facilities

2. Self-gulded auto tour displays
3. Trails ard facilities

Y, Terraces facilitles

5. Power House facilities

Capacity

Site PAOT Days

1. Thams Creek 29,480
2. Trails ed 40,500
3. Terraces 7,320
4, Power House 6,700

Caplete two developed site vegetative menage-
ment plans by the year 1990.

Close the Soldier Creek Road #10335 frum
fran Novenber 15 to May 1 to prevent daage
to the road surface.

Protibit the use of motorized vehicles (other
than over—sow) in the upper Thompson Creek
area.



L0T-AT

Management. Direcidon, Standards, and Guidelines for the Ruby Mountain Menagement Area

MIH
PRACTICES COLE MANAGEMENT DIRECTTON STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES
RECRFATIN (Cont.)
Helicopter Use Prohibit landing of aireraft, or
dropping or picking up any materials,
supplies, or person by means of an
adroraft, including a helicopter
except by permit in designated areas.
Winter Use Provide for both cross-comtry
sding and snowmobile use in
to limit conflicts between these
uses.
Outfitter-miides Limit sumser and £211 oubfitter and
guide permits to those existing
unless a public need can be shown.
Trail System A12 Provide a trail system adequate for Maintain trails to Level 3.
Maintenance and administrators, permittees, and the
Operation publie,

Wildlife & Fish co2
Wildlife Hebitat CO3

Bwphasize improvement of big game
winter range.

Emphesize riparian management,

Provide habitat for sensitive and
Federally listed T&E species.

Mamage wild horses in accordance
with approved Cherry Spring Wild
Borse territory plan.

Irprove big game winter renge each year by
contralling juniper and pinyn in selected
sites.

Construet an average of three wildlife structure
each year.

Cooperate with NDOW and the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service in recovery of the peregrine
faleon in Ruby Valley,

Coordinate wild horse population control with
HM and state agencies.
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Management Direction, Standards, and Guidelines for the Mouuntain Area

MIH
PRACTTCES Qe MANAGRMENT DIRECTION
Timber
Timber Stand E05 Use K-V fimds to manage Christmas trees
Improvement E06 for improved form.
Tinber Harvest EQ7 Mazintain traditiomal pinenmt gathering
Administration areas.
Prepare and offer pinenut sales.
Bristlecone Protect ancient bristlecone pine.
Pine Management
S0IL & WATER
Rights/Use FOT Participate in all water rights
adjudications involving National
Forest administered lands.
LANDS
ROW Acquisition J18  Work to anquire rcad and trail

STANDARDS AND_GUIDELINES

rights-of-way shown in the Forest
Action schedule ard as possible

with the land exchenge progrem.

Protect bristleccne pine, including remants,
fram destruction or removal by wauthorized
persons.

Authorize the distirbance of bristlecone pine
gites only with written permission of the Forest
Supervisor.

Contirme scientific research but don't allow
the cutting of live or dead bristleccoe pine
without written approval of the Forest
Supervisor.

darticipate in the Ruby Valley adjudication
process,

Acquire oane easement between Harrison Pass
and Lamcille.

lequire one easement between Lamoilile and
Soldier Creek.

dcquire cne easement between Saldier Creek
and Secret Pass.
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Management Direction, Standards, and Guidelines for the Ruby Mountain Monagement Areas

PRACTICES

MiH
OE

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION

STANDARDS AND GUITHLINES

LANDS (COONT. )
Research Natural

Fire Prevention

Fire Suppression

g

23852

Protect the Pearl Peak Research
Matural Area from disturbance
while it is being considered for
desigmation and following
degignation,

Return the proposed Pearl Peak
Research Natural Area (RNA) to

Miltiple Use Mamagment if it is
not designated as a RNA.

Develop a fire prevention program
directed toward reducing the mmber
of wildfires.

Make an appropriate suppressicn
response on all wildfires.

Provide a level of protection that
is appropriate to the value of the
resource, management direction, and
threat to off-aite developments and
public safety.

Forest fire support will be maintained

to meet suppression objectives.

Inspect recreation residences for fire safety.

Fire suppression methods in Lamoille Canyom
will generally be limited to hand tools.
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RUBY MOUNTAINS RECOMMENDED WILDERNESS
AREA - 55,600 ACRES

Deseription

The Ruby Mountains Recommended Wilderness Management Area, extending from
the head of Lamoille Canyon almost to Harrison Pass, dominates the high
elevations o¢f the Ruby Mountains. The area is characterized by rugged
topography and alpine sc¢enic values.

Although dispersed recreation use is only moderate to light over the areas,
the many pristine lakes and the remote wildernesa character of the area make
it a popular destination for hikers, backpackers, and fishermen. The
majority of people enter at Lamoille Canyon and explore the length of the
unlit via the high standard Ruby Crest Trail.

Important habitat for blue grouse occurs over the entire area. There is a
resident herd of mountain goats which were introduced in the 1960's. Mule
deer make use of the area in summer. There is little winter use made by
wildlife other than the goats, due to the prohibitive cold and snow depth.

Grazing by domestlic livestock is of seoondary importance on thils area. The
rugged terrain and, to a lesser degree, laok of access to the Forest below
the unit, preocludes it from ever being oritical to the livestook industry.
Portions of the areas are now closed to grazing, while some sheep allotments
are vacant, and others are in a nonuse status.

The small amount of private land in the unit is located on very steep and
rocky terrain, It 1s very questionable that it could ever be developed for
use other than Just viewing. This land is currently being evaluated for
acquisition in a land exchange action.

There 1s a little mineralization known to occur in the unit and there are no
existing operating plans.

The Ruby Crest Trall has been listed on the National Register. Maintenance
is concentrated in the head of Lame¢ille Canyon and Liberty Pass to Overland
Lake. Only occasional work is done on the Overland traill and others are
being completely ignored.

Between 1970 and 1980, there was one reoorded man-caused wildfire for this
management area. This fire was less than one acre in size. There are
records of numerous small wildfires occurring en a regular basis sinoce the
early 1930's.

Protection 1is not a problem as the rocky terrain limits the pessibllities
for any but small localized fires.

The upper part of Seltz Canyon 1s being considered for Research Natural Arsa
deslgnation.
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Management Preseription

Wilderness:

Recreation:

Range:

Minerals:

Lands:

Protection:

Wildlife and Fish:

This area will be managed to preserve its
willderness characteristiecs pending a2 designation by
Congreas. The ecosystems will be allowed to
function without man-caused interference, except
for fire control.

Manage recreation activities to be compatible with
the wilderness resource. Work with wilderness
users through permits, trail development, and
outfitter permits to avold overuse of the more
popular areas.

Manage livestock use to be compatible with the
wilderness resource. Livesteock numbers on existing
allotments will be managed within grazing
capacities to avoid detracting from wilderness
values.

Manage minerals and energy develocpment activities
to protect the wilderness resource.

Try to acquire the private land in the unit through
a land exchange program.

A Research Natural Area is recommended in Seitz
Canycen; an Establishment Hecord will be prepared
and submitted to the Regional Forester.

Allow fire to express its natural role in the
ecosystem.

Maintain wildlife and fish habitat in coordination
with other uses.
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Management Direction, Standards and Guidelines flor Ruby Mountalns Reccrmended Wilderness t Area

MIH
PRACTICES CODE, MANAGEMENT DIRECTION STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES
RECREATICN
Culturel Resource AD1 Inventory potentially sensitive areas Conduct systematic sample inventory of high

Inventory and 202

Evaluation, A03
Namination, AQh
Protection

Outfitter-Guides A0S

WILDERNESS
Wilderness Use BO3
\dministrati

Land Exchange Ji3

Research Natural

and evaluate sites. Naminate amd
protect as appropriate.

Lipit sumer and fall outfitter and
guide permits to those existing unless

a demonistrated need can be shauni to issue
new permits.

Eliminate uses conflicting with
wilderness values,

Participate in all water rights adjudica-
tions involving National Forest agminis-
tered lards.

Make efforts to acquire private land
within mnagement area.

Protect the proposed Seitz Canyon
Research Natural Area from distur-
bance while it is being considered
for degigpation and following
designation.

Return the proposed Seitz Canyon
Research Matural Area (RNA) to
miltiple use management if it is
not designated as a FNA.

altitude area between Lamoille Canyon and
Barrison Pass.

Cantime closure to dopestic livestock grazing
except for recreational stock use around
high moamntain lakes:
Echo, Favre, Liberty, Castle, Furlong and
Qverland

Participate in the Ruby Valley adjudicatian.

Efforts to acquire private lard will be
directed towmrds exchanging private lands
for federal lands ocutside of mensgement
area.



EAST HUMBOLDT MANAGEMENT AREA ~ 62,292 ACRES

Description

The East Bumboldt Management Area is located on the extreme north end of the
Ruby Mountains. Extending from Wells, Nevada south to the Secret Pass
Highway, the area encompasses approximately 62,292 acres of National Forest
land and approximately 33,600 acres of praivate land held within Forest
boundaries. The 1lands situation is further complicated by contiguous
private land which borders the area along approximately 80 percent of its
boundary.

Elevatlons range from 5700 feet at the base of the mountain to over 11,000
feet at Hole-in-the Mountain Peak. The area's topography is characterized
by steep slopes, deeply dissected by narrow canyons.

Developed recreation sites exist at Angel Lake and Angel Creek. These sites
have a high standard surfaced road leading to them as well as surfaced roads
and pads in the sties. The water systems were brought to state standards in
1984 and are in good operating condition. Fees are being charged at both
sites. Use intensity is currently at a moderate level. Because of a
shortage of funds over the last several years neither site has been
maintained to the standard at which they were built. This however, has not
detracted from the sites' appearance as they are still fully functional.

The trall system over the management area was largely abandoned until 198%
because of no funds to maintain it. Many of the +%rails are nearly
impassable. In 1983 a public access for foot and horse use was acquired
from Secret Pass into the Stevens Creek area. Considerable effort has since
been put into bringing this trail and the lower trail copecting the Boulder
Creeks to a fully functional level. Additionally the Winchell Lake and
Gray's Lake +trails have been maintained to high levels. At present levels
of financing it i=s questionable that the rest of the trail system in this
area can be maintained. With the use of the Nevada State Honors Camps it
may be poasible to bring the whole trail system to a highly maintained level
over a period of several years. Evaluation of the use of the Honors Camp
for this purspose is still going on.

Private sector developers identified the Ackler Creek drainage as having
potential for a ski resort. An evaluation by the Forest Service of the
potential for a ski resort found it to be fair. Additional evalmations by
the Forest Service have been made to determine which areas would be needed
for lifts and how a land exchange could fit reasonably into potential for
ski development.

Because of the private land ownership pattern alopng the Forest boundary,
public access is extremely limited. This lack of access makes administration
difficult and holds dispersed recreation to a minimal level. Common
activities 1include hunting, fishing, and sightseeing and are focused on the
high standard Angel Lake HRoad, Weeks Access, and 4the Horse Creek Hoad.
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Although efforts to acquire additional public access have generally been tied
to the land exchange program, gaining additional public access will also be
pursued by other means. It 1is expected that road building over acquired
rights-of=-way will occur slowly due tc limited funding.

Grazing of domestic livestock is the most prominent single use occuring in
the management area. Due to the steep, rugged nature of the topography a
large portion of the area 1s unsuitable for livestock grazing. As a result
the bulk of the forage 1s taken from the lower benches and canyon bottoms.
AMP1's have been completed for all allotments in the area but only implemented
on approximately 75 percent. The remaining 25 percent will be implemented as
funding becomes avallable. Generally, those allotments that are under
management exhibit upward trend while those without implemented AMP's exhibit
a downward trend.

The East Humboldt Management Area provides high quality summer deer habitat.
Generally, pmule deer do not winter on the East Humbeoldt as a result of the
deep snow pack prevalent in the area. Because of the importance of this area
for deer as a summer range, all AMP's address wildlife needs in depth.

Populations of sage grouse, ohukar, blue grouse, and Hungarian partridge
exist throughout the area. Several livestock exclosures have been built and
more are planned in key riparian areas. These exclosures range in size from
one to five acres. Hunting pressure is limited due to the restricted
public access.

Mountain goats were introduced into the area in 1981. They appear to have
adapted to the site, and there 1s additional opportunity for further
introductions of mountaln goata into the East Humboldts.

The approximately 33,600 acres of private land in the management area are in
an alternating federal-private cwnership pattern. This extends the influence
of the private land over an area twice the 33,600 acres. Consolidation of
ownership is being actively pursued through an exchange program. Currently
three exchanges are under evaluation.

If the needed land exchanges could be completed and federally owned land
could be consolldated, i1t would help solve many of the current management
problems. Some of these problems are restricted access, ambiguous ownership
boundaries, and the potential for poor management in 1nheld lands over which
the Forest Service has no control.

Between 1970 and 1980 five wildfires were recorded on the mangement area, all
lightning cauaed. The majority of all fires recorded since 1920 were under
one acre with the largest burning 15 acres in 1974. Under a cooperative
agreement, the Nevada Department of Forestry handles all initial attack on
fires in this management area.

Generally the area 1s not heavily mineralized, however numerous claims do
exist on the south end. Exploration efforts have been at low levels for
several years and are not anticipated to increase in the near future.

Fuelwood, primarily green pinyon-juniper and dead and down aspen exists only
in limited amounts con the area,. Any harvesting of green materlals for fuel-
wood is done under a prescribed plan. The plan addressed wildlife, livestock,
and fire management needs. It 13 expected that even 1f additional public
access 1s acqulred, the amounts of fuelwood harvested would not increase
appreciably.
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Considerable effaorts have been made in evaluating cultural resources in the
area, primarily in conjunction with the land exchange program. More detailed
studies are needed to evaluate the total prehistoric complex. As a rule the
area has been evaluated for retention of its scenic qualitites. The scenic
qualities would be considered high because of the area's diversity and
pristine nature.

Thiz area 1s considered an extremely lmportant watershed, as all of the
streams originating here are used for irrigation on private land surrounding
the mountain. The quality of the water is considered high because it is
relatively free of man made pollution. It is expected that the off-site
demands for water will increase substantially in the future. These demands
can be expected largely in a desire to convey the water off the Forest in
some type of pipeline. A demand for both hydro-electric and irrigation
systems may exist. This type of development If approved, will increase
adverse impacts on other forest management needs, such as wildlife,

fisherles, 1livestock, and developed recreation. The problems would arise

mainly from removing water from existing streams.

Mapagement Prescripfion

Recreation: Maintain the developed recreation sites to a
standard that will assure continued public use and
safety.

Develop and maintain a trall system designed to
facilitate dispersed recreational activites such as
hunting, fishing, hiking, and backpacking.
Emphasize development of those trails needed to
serve the areas not presently accessible due to
lack of public access. Maintain those portions of
the trail system in areas which will remain under
Federal control.

Range: Optimize  production and utilization of forage
avallable for livestock use consistent with
maintaining the environment and providing for
multiple use of the rangeland resource. Cultural
practices and structural improvements may be used
to accomplish this task.

Wildlife: Emphasize management practices on mule deer areas
and promote those habitat components that are
critical for mule deer. Continue to ldentify areas
important to the management of other indicator
species. Develop a program for fisheries habitat
improvement with emphasis on Lahontan cutthroat
trout fisheries. Emphasize resource coordination
as a means of obtalning habitat improvement.
Emphasis will be placed upon improving habitat for
the Federally 1listed Lahontarn cutthroat trout
through coordinated management, cooperation with
NDOW and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and
through direct habitat improvement.
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Timber:

Minerals:

Soil and Water:

Lands:

Facilities:

Provide for public harvesting of fuelwood and
Christmas trees where possible. Utilize greenwcod
cutting to improve wildlife habitat on a planned
basis.

Encourage lawful mineral activities while
protecting renewable surface resources and allowing
other resource activities to occur.

Protect the quality and quantity of water
produced on the area and provide water for Forest
panagement needs.

Emphasize consolidation of ownership through  the
exchange process. Acquire needed public agccess
where possible, in conjunction with land exchanges
or by other means. Administer special uses, such
as utility corridors and private recreation
developments, in a manner consistent with the
relatively undeveloped nature of the higher
elevations.

It has been discussed and proposed that scattered
isolated parcels of BLM lands adjacent to this
management area be transferred to the Forest
Service to improve management efficiency. These
parcels are located adjacent to National Forest
System lands along the northern and western edges
of this area. If congressional legislation is
enacted, the areas will be managed as outlined in
current management plans prepared by the BLM or as
otherwise specified in the legislation.

Coordinate road and trall maintenance and
construction with other resource activities.
Maintain present facilities and restriet any new
buildings to present administrative sites.
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Management Direction, Standards, and Guidelines for the East Humboldt Management Area

MIH
PRACTICE ConE MANAGFMENT DIRECTION STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES
RECREATTON
Cultural Resowrce A01 Conduct inventory, evaluation of Prehistoric hnting camplexes in area of
Plarming, Inven-  A02 known sensitive areas. Haminate Greys Pegk are priorities.
tory, Evaluation/ A03 and protect as appropriate. De
Nomination, AOY4  velop plans to address menagement
Protection/ altermatives.
Enhancement:
Facility and Site A0S Bring the condition of developed Priority for facility mintenance:
Construction and recreation facilities to muintenance
Reconstruction class 1 by 1996. 1. Angel lake Facllities
2. Angel Creek Facilities
Facdlity and Site AO7 Manage developed sites at full ser- Capacity
Management vice level durdng snow-free and Site PAOT Days
frost-free perdods.
Angel Lake 2,10
Angel Creek 16,080
Develop and implement developed site Complete two developed site vegetative
prescriptions to achieve and main- management plans by 1990.
tain desirable vegetative cover.,
Off-rcaed Vehicle A08 Maintain travel plan to cootrol off- Close Secret-Starr Trail #0265 to all motorized
Management read vehicle use and provide protec- vehicles,
tim for vegetation, soll, and other
resources.
Helicopter Use Prehibit landing of aireraft, or
dropping or picking up any materials,
supplies, or person by means of am air-
craft, including a helicopter except
by permit.
Outfitter-Guides Limit summer and fall cutfitter
and guide permits to those exdsting
unless a demnstrated need can be
shown to issue new permits,
WILILIFE & FISH C01 Emphasize improvement of big game winter Jmprove big grme winter range each year by
Wildlife Habitat Range. controiling juniper and pinyon on selected

sites,



8TT-AT

-

Management Direction, Standards, and Guidelines for the East Humboldt Management Area

MIH
PRACTICES CODE MANAGEMPNT DIRECTTON STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES

WILDLIVE & FISH C01 PBrphasize riparian area management Construct an average of ae wildlife structure
Wildlife Habitat each year.
TIMEER
Timber Stand EO5 Use K-V fimds to mnage Cievistmas trees
Irprovement EO6 for improved form.
Timber Harvest E07 Maintain traditional pinemit gathering
Aduinistraticn areas,

Prepare and offer pinemit sales.
OIL & WATER
Rights/Use FO7 Participate in all water rights adjudi- Participate in the Clover Valley and Ruby
Management caticns involving Rational Forest Valley adjudications.

administered lands.
LANDS
Speclal Use J01  Utility corridors will be limited Approved corridors are:
Permits to those identified.

1. Outhouse draw area.
2. Welcare area.

ROW Acquisition J18  Work to acquire road and trail Acquire two easements on west side of area

rights-of-way shown in the Forest between Secret Pass and Welcome,

Action Schedule amd as possible

with the land exchange program., Acequire one easement on the east side of the area

betwean the Weelts access road and Agee Spring.

Fire Suppression Make an appropriate suppression response Fire suppression methods will generally

23888

an all wildfires.

Provide a level of protection that is

arproprdate to the value of the resouree,

be limited to use of hand tools.

management, direction, and threat to off-site

developments and public safety.

Forest fire support will be maintained to

reet suppression objectdves.



EAST HUMBOLDT RECOMMENDED WILDERNESS
AREA - 18,509 ACRES

BESCRIETION

The East Humboldt Recommended Wilderness Managementf Area 1s centered around the
Boulder Creeks and includes cutstanding features such as Hole-in-the-Mountain
Peak and Steele Lake. High and steep topography, with many dissecting canyons
are characteristic of this area. Some small meadows are found in the heads of
U-shaped canyonsg, with a few small lakes formed by old glaclal dikes. Many
sheer c¢liffs and steep talus slopes dominate the higher U-shaped valleys and
slopes with rocky shallow soils covering the V.shaped lower elevations. Rocks
in the area are highly metamorphosed. Large amounts of rock tend to make the
area low in erosive nature, but streamflows peak rapldly as the snow melts then
fluctuate rapldly according to amounts of precipitation from summer storms.

A nearly complete lack of public access has prevented much recreation use in
this area in the past. In 1982 a trail access for foot and horse traffic was
acquired inte the scuth end near Stephens Creek. This trail has been
maintained and signed. No other public access exists at present. Additional
aceess will be available If a pending land exchange 1s completed.

Grazing of domestic livestock 1s the most prominent single use cecurring in the
management area. Due to the steep rugged nature of %the topography a large
portion of the area is unsuitable for livestock grazing.

The East Humboldt Recommended Wilderness Management Area provides suitable
summer habitat for a substantial portion of the Ruby Mountain mule deer herd;
however, winter range i1s scarce. Populations o¢f sage grouse, chukar, blue
grouse, and Hungarian partridge exist throughout the area. Hunting pressure on
all specles is limited due to restricted public access. Mountain goats were
introduced into the area in 1981 and are adapting well to the site.

A partial trail system now exists, and additional work could be done to make
travel through the area possible without undue difficulty.

Potential for the occurrence and development of economio mineral deposits is
low.

The watershed value of the area is high, with very little erosion occurring
that is not natural. No need exists for watershed improvement. There are no
commerclal stands of timber, but some aspen is present. Steep terrain and the
lack of roads make utilization of the aspen unlikely, even for firewcod, for
several decades.

Considerable efforts have been made in evaluating cultural presources in the
area, primarily in conjunction with the land exchange program. More detailled
study 1s needed to evaluate the prehistoric hunting complex present in this
area.
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Management Prescription

Wilderness

Hecreation:

Range:

Minerals:

Lands:

Protection:

Wildlife and Fish:

This area will be managed to preserve its wilderness
characteristics pending a designation by Congress.
The ecosystems will be allowed to funetion withoug
man-caused interference, except for fire control.

Manage recreation activities to be compatible with the
wilderness resource. Work with wilderness users
through permits, trail development, and outfitter
permits to avoid overuse of the more popular areas.

Manage livestock use to be compatible with the
wilderness resource. Livestock numbers on existing
allotments will he managed withln grazing capacities
to avoid detracting from wilderness values.

Manage minerals and energy development activities to
protect the wilderness resource.

Attempt to acquire the private land in the unit
through a land exchange program.

Allow fire to express its natural role in the
ecosysten.

Maintain wildlife and fish habitat in ccordination
with other uses.
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Management Direction, Standards, and Guidelines for the Fast Hurboldt Recomended Wildermess Management Area

MIH

PRACTTCES OODE,_

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION

STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES

RECREATION
Outfitter-Cuides  AO8

WILIERNESS
Wilderness Use
Administration
SOT0, & WATER
Rights/Use
LANDS

Land Exchange

J13

Limlt Sumer and fall ocutfitter
and gulde permits to those
existing unless a demonstrated
need can be shown to issue mew
permits.

Eliminate uses conflicting with
wilderness values.

Participate in all water rights adjudica-
tims involving Bational Forest adminis-
tered lands.

M¥eke efforts to acquire private land
within menagement area.

Participate in the Clover Valley adjudication.

Efforts to acquire private land will be
directed towards exchanging private lands
for federal lands outside of menagement
area.



SOLDIER LAKES RECOMMENDED WILDERNESS
AREA - 12,314 ACRES

DESCRIPTION

The Scldier Lakes Recommended Wilderness Management Area primarily encompasses
an area known as the 3Soldier Basin. The basin is characterized by rugged
topography, numerous mountain lakes, and alpine scenic values.

Although dispersed recreation use 1ls only moderate to light over the area, the
pristine lakes and remote wilderness character of the area make it a popular
destination for hikers, backpackers, and fishermen. The area is accessable by
two trails from either the east or west side of the mountain. Both trails are
high standard and regularly maintained. A third trail exists, which originates
in Withington Basin. The trail i1s rarely used by recreationists. The only
maintenance completed in recent Yyears has been by permittees to facilitate
livestock movement.

Important habitat for blue grouse cccurs over the entire area, Mule deer make
use of the area in summer. There 1s little winter use made by wildlife due to
the prohibitive cold and snow depth.

The area is grazed by both cattle and sheep during the summer months. The
rugged terrain 1limits use over most of the area causing livestock to
concentrate around Soldier and Robinson Lakes. A serious problem exists with
livestock overuse. The Allotment Management Plan is not being followed.

A small amount of private land in the unit 1s located on steep and rocky
terrain. It is unlikely that this land could ever be developed for use other
than scenic viewing. This land is currently being evaluated for acquisition in
a land exchange action.

Limited mineralization is known to occur In the unlt and there are no existing
operating plans.

Between 1970 and 1980, one man-caused wildfire was recorded in this management
area. This flre was less than one acre 1n size.

Protection 1s not a problem as the rocky terrain limits the likellhood of any
but small localized fires.

Management Prescription

Wilderness: This area will be managed to preserve 1ts wilderness
characteristics, pending a designation by Congress.
The ecosystems will be allowed to function without
man-caused interference, except for fire control.

Recreation: Manage recreation activitles to be compatible with the
wilderness resource. Work with wilderness wusers
through permilts, trail development, and outfitter
permits to avoid overuse of the more popular areas.
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Range:

Minerals:

Lands:

Protection:

Wildlife and Fish:

Prepare and implement a Management Plan that will
address the livestock grazing problems irrespective of
wilderness values. Bring livestock numbers in 1line
with the available forage resource. Assure that any
range improvements are compatible with wilderness
values.

Manage minerals and energy development activities
to protect the wilderness resource.

Attempt to acquire the private land in the unit
through a land exchange program.

Allow fire to express its natural role in the
ecosystem.

Maintain wildlife and fish habitat in ceordination
with other uses.

Iv-123



YZT1-AT

Management Direction, Standands, and Guidelines for the Solider Lake Recommended Wildermess Memagement Area

STANDARTS AND GUITTHIINES

MIH
PRACTICES OOLE, MANAGEMENT DIRECTTON

RECREATTON

Cultural Rescaree A01 Inventory potentially sensitive

Flamning, Inven- A02 areas and evaluate sites. Nomin-

tary, EBvalmtion A03  ate and protect as appropriate.

Nominaticn, AOb

Protectiom

OutfitterGuides A0B Limit summer and fall ocutfitter
and guide permits to those exist-
ing unless a demonstrated need
can be shown to issue new permits.

WILDERNESS

Wilderness Use B03 Eliminate uses conflicting with

Adninistration wilderness values.

SOIL & WATER

Rights/Use FO7 Participate in all water rdghts adjudica-

Menagement ticns involving National Forest adminis-
tered lands.

LANDS

Land Exchenge J13 Make effarts to acquire private land

within mrnagenment area.

Conduct systematic sample inventory of high
altitude areas in Boulder Creeks and Lizzle
Basgin,

Participate in the Ruby Velley adjudicatian.

Efforta to acquire private land will be directed
towards exchanging private lands for federal
lands autside of menagement areas.



JARBIDGE MANAGEMENT AREA - 175,960 ACRES

Deseription

The Jarbidge Management Area is used primarily for grazing of livestock and
wildlife and the production of high quality water. This area produces high
quality forage for 9,000 cattle and 11,000 sheep for 3 1/2 months during the
summer. All allotments are under management plans and the majority are
grazed under rest-rotation systems that have improved the condition of the
forage and soll. Three of the cattle allotments have had Increases in
numbers over the past 10 years and several other allotments have potential
for increases. This area has been grazed by livestock for over 100 years
and the area was grazed very heavily in the early 1900's which reduced the
condition of the vegetation amd the soil. Comparisons with old photographs
from around 1919, combined with long-term trend studies installed in the
1950's, show a marked improvement 1n the quality of the vegetation and soll.

The maJority of the water from the distriet flows into the Columbia River
drainage with a small amount flowing into the Great Basin. This water 1is
important to farming areas many miles from the Forest in Idaho and Nevada.
The precipitation varies from 15 to 25 inches annually and it is estimated
that 400,000 acre~feet of water flows from the district each year. The
small town of Jarbidge utilizes water from the Bear Creek drainage for thelr
domestic water. The water 1s diverted from the stream directly into a
storage tank and the water supply system. There is sediment 1n the streams
during early spring runoff that comes from areas o¢of natural geologlcal
erosion, beaver activitiy, grazing, roads, traills and mining aectivity.
There is also some sedimentation during high intensity summer rain storms.

The only timber on the district consists of subalpine fir, Ilimber pine and
aspen. There have been no commercial saw timber sales on the district since
the mining era. The only timber removed has been for Christmas trees,
poles, posts, ornamental trees, and firewood. The demand for firewood and
Christmas trees increases each year.

The old mining town of Jarbidge attracts many people each summer and four
families make it their residence the year round. Recreation users oome from
all parts of the United States, but the majority of the visitors are from
Nevada, Idaho, and California.

Recreation use 1s increasing, but primlitive roads discourage recreation
visitors. There are four developed recreation sites and several small
undeveloped sites scattered over the distriet which are used mainly by deer
hunters in +the fall of the year. The Pole Creek area is a very good
snowmobile area, but this activity 1s not increasing rapidly because of a
lack of all-season roads and distance from population centers. The flat,
bench-like terrain is excellent for snowmobiling with elevations up to 9,000
feet and snow depths of 4 to & feet each winter. There are approximately
28,000 acres adjacent to the existing Jarbidge Wilderness that have been
proposed as wllderness.
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This area provides excellent habitat for wildlife. Mule deer, antelope,
sage grouse, blue grouse, chukar, Hungarian partridge, mourning doves, and
cottontail rabbits provide good hunting throughout the district. Most of
the streams on the district have small native rainbow trout and provide good
fishing. In 1981 twelve California bighorn sheep were planted in the
Jarbidge Wilderness near the confluence of Slide Creek and the East Fork.
The mule deer hunting has been excellent on the Jarbidge district. The large
area of back country in and adjacent to the Jarbidge Wilderness provides
excellent summer range for mule deer. Deer numbers reached a high in the
1950's and 1960's and then decreased in the 1970's because of extreme winter
weather, predators, forage, and hunting pressure. There is limited mule
deer winter range on the distriet, but there are areas used early in the
spring for fawning and rearing young. In the fall of the year many hunters
come to the Jarbidge area in search of a large buck. These hunters come
from all areas of Nevada with the majority coming from Las Vegas. Many
out-of-state hunters come to the Jarbidge area from California. The same
hunters seem to come back year after year. There are approximately 200 head
of antelope that summer on the district each year. These antelope winter in
Idahe and Nevada. There has been a hunting season since 1960 except for
1965, 1966, and 1967. The harvest has averaged 12 animals per year. The
antelope habitat 1s 1n good condition and preseribed burning practices
appear to be lmproving the forage.

There are eleven speclal-use permits on the Jarbidge district and six
permlts with other agencies c¢overed under Memorandum of Understanding.
There is not a big demand for speclal-use permits.

There are 244 miles of inventoried Forest roads on the district and 76 miles
ad jacent to the Forest that are needed for access. At the present time
there 13 & need to upgrade roads on the district to prevent further
deterioration and damage to other resources. The roads are becoming rougher
and more diffieult to tLravel each year because of the loss of surface
material from erosion (wind and water}. Many roads are becoming ditches and
there is inadequate maintenance funds to drain water off the roads,

Mineral exploration near the town of Jarbldge has been increasing the last
few years because of the history of gold in the area. Three mining
companies have opened old reoads, drilled test holes and excavated to sample
the minerals. Other areas that have had mlning activity are White Elephant,
Camp Creek and Draw Creek. The White Elephant area has deposits of
tungsten, molybdenum and ccpper. The ore was processed in a mill in O'Neil
Creek below the mine. This mill has had little use since 1973. There are
deposits of barite in Draw Creek and Camp Creek. The main deposit iIn Camp
Creek 18 easat of the Jarbidge Wilderness boundary and well within the
recommended willderness area. Minlng this deposit will require bullding a
very costly road and will be an impact on Camp Creek and the recommended
wilderness. There 1s an i1ncreasing interest In leasable material for
building stone on the district. Some of the areas of interest are White
Elephant and the divide between Slide Creek and Canyon Creek. There are hot
springs near the south end of the private land in Robinson Hole.

During the decade 1970 there were seven wWildfires recorded for this
Management Area. Four of these wildfires were lightning caused and three
were person-caused, The largest fire occurred in 1972 and burned 1,550
acres. Another fire in 1978 burned 1,484 acres. Below aversge
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precipitation, especially between the months of January to May, was recorded
during 1972. Extremely low snowfall was recorded that winter, about 50
percent of normal. The highest temperature on record, for Elkoc (107 F), was
recorded 1n August of 1978. Warmer than average monthly temperatures were
recorded throughout the year. These conditions followed an extremely dry
1977; consequently, conditions were present for numerous fires and large
fire slze.

In 1972 a sagebrush prescribed burning program was started on the district
and by 1979 over 5,000 acres of big sagebrush has been burned. This burning
has reduced the volume of fuel, created fire-breaks and reduced the chances
of large, hot fires. Prescribed burning of sagebrush should be continued in
selected locations. The town of Jarbidge, which is located within the
Forest boundary, is in a hazardous location if a fire should start below the
town. The fuel 1n and around the town is heavy and a fire would spread
rapidly thrcugh town. There 1ls a volunteer fire department in Jarbidge with
a limited amount of fire equipment. The rest-rotation systems on livestock
allotments provide for a buildup of fuels in one-third to one~fourth of the
allotments each year.

There are three administrative sites on the district - Pole Creek, Mahoney
and Wildcat. The Pole Creek site 13 well located for administration of the
majority of the distriet, but there is a need for additional housing and
power. The Mahoney administrative site 1is quite old and many of the
facilities are deteriorating. Wildecat is a one-room cabin, but is needed
because of travel distances to this part of the district.

Jack Creek Crater is being recommended for designation as a Research Natural
Area.

M L P ipti

Recreation: Existing developed sites will be improved and
maintained in Jarbidge Canyon. Dispersed
recreation will be emphasized on the remainder of
the district. Trailhead facilities will be
constucted as funds become available.

Wildlife and Fish: Habitat will be protected with emphasis on

improvement of key habitat suech as fawning and
brooding areas. Big game sumpmer ranges will be
considered when planning for other resources.

Range: Livestock grazing will continue to be a major use
of the area. Range I1mprovements will be
maintained, constructed, and reconstructed.

Timber: The area will continue to produce firewcod. Aspen
and subalpine fir will be utilized for firewcod.
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Water and Soil:

Lands:

Facilities:

Protection:

Minerals:

Maintain water quality and so0il productivity.
Management activities of all resources must protect
or enhance s0il and water resources and comply with
applicable laws and regulations, Soil and water
projects will emphasize protection, disturbed area
reclamation, emergency burn rehabilitaticn, and
increasing water yield and soil preductivity.

Land exchanges, acquisitions, and rights«of-way
wlll be used to provide public access and block up
land for more efficient management. Research and
special studies will be allowed. A Research
Natural Area in the Jack Creek Crater is proposed;
an Establishment Record will be prepared and
submitted to the Regional Forester.

It has been discussed that scattered, isolated
parcels of BLM lands adjacent to this management
area should be transferred to the Forest Service to
improve management efficiency. These parcels are
located adjacent to National Forest system 1lands
along the northern boundary of this area. If
congressional legislation is enacted, the areas will
be managed as cutlined in current management plans
prepared by the BLM or as otherwise specified in the
legislation.

Hydro-electric power development, water, and power
transmission lines and other speclal use facilities
willl be allowed.

Forest Serviece administrative facilities will be
constructed and maintained as needed. 01d
facilities possessing nc historic value will be
removed or destroyed.

The extent of fire protection will be commensurate
with the value of the resources being protected.

Coordinate mineral exploration, leasing, and
development with other resocurces. Focus on
preserving the recreational, visual, and watershed
resources.
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Mmogement Direction, Standards, and Guidelines for the Jarbidge Management Areas

STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES

MIH
FPRACTICES OE MANAGFMINT DIRECTTON
RECREATION
Cultural AQ1  Evaluate known potentially eligible

Resource Plapning 402
Evaluwation, Namina~ A03
nation, Protec- Aol
tion/Enhancement

ROS Management AQ?

Facility and Site A06

Outfitter~Cuides

Off-road Vehicle

sites. Nauinate and protect/enhance
as appropriate. Develop plan for
management alternatives.

Maintain the amomt of ROS semi-
primitive non-motordized area.

Expand pdenic opportunities in
proportion to the current ratio of
picnie PAOTS (2.72:1.00).

Limit sumer and fail cutfitter-
guide permits to these existing,
unless a demenstrated need can he
shown to issue new permits.

AMlow no autfitter-guide camps in
the West Fark of the Jarbidege River.

Update travel plan to control off'-
road vehicle use and to provide
protection for vegetation, soil, and
other resources.

Camplete namination and rehabilitation of
Mehoney Cabin and Station. Develop manage-
ment plan.

Sites In viecinity of Pole Creek will be
properly evaluated and locations verdified.

AMlor no permanent roads except for mineral
production,

Priorites for reconstruction finds:

1. Family facilities.
2. Group facilities

Vehicle restrictions are listed below (see
travel plan map for details):

1. A small area south of the Mzhoney Adminie
strative Site and above the powerline
road is closed to prevent further soil
damage on the steep terrain.

2. The Bear Creek drainage is closed to all
vehicles except on the designated roads.
The drainage is the mmicipal watershed
for Jarbidge and travel is restricted to

protect the watershed surface. Suownobile
travel is permitted.
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Management Direction, Stendards, and Guidelines for the Jarbidge Memagement Area

MIH

PRACTTCES OODE MANAGFMENT DIRECTTON

RECREATION (CONT.)
Trail System AN
Construetion

Qurveys, Plaming €01

Mondtoring, Coopera-
tion and Admin-
istration

Range Resource DO1
Plaming

Timber Stand 5
Improvement

STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES

Construct trailhead facilities.

Mansge California bightm sheep
winter and summer range.

Provide habitat for sensitive
and federally listed T&E Species,

Frhence mile desr winter range.

Provide a level of management on all
allotments that will maintain all
suitable range in satisfactary
ecological condition.

No grazing allotments will be created
in the West Fark of the Jabidge Rlver.

Use K-V funds to manage Christmas

ED6  trees for improved furm.

Proposed Trailhead Construction Sites:

1. Snowslide (Camplete)
2. Slide Creek

3. Humingbird Spring
4, Dove Creek

5. Camp Drew

6. Marys River

Design ferces in bighorn sheep areas to
minimize impacts to highorn sheep.

First priority is structural improvement work
to provide habitat for Labontan cutthroat
trout. Follow Lahontan Manegement Plan.

Attemt to acquire Robinson Hole (160 acres)

to increase monagement options to improve mile
deer winter range.

Menage livestock to protect snowbank areas
fran excessive use and soll damage.
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Management Direction, Standards, and Guidelines for the Jarbidge Management Area

PRACTICES
TDMEER (Cont.)
Timber Barvest
Administration

SCOIL & WATER

MIH
COlE

E07 Develop a persanal use firewood pro-

FO1

J15

MANAGFMENT DIRECTICN

STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES

gram,

No camrercial woodcutting will be
aligwed in the West Fark of the

Jarbidge River.

Canduct hydrologic analysis on mni-
cipal watersheds and develcop manage-

ment plans where needed.

Give priority to problem areas in
high value watersheds.

Maintain and protect mmicipal
watersheds.

Contimue eooperative efforts with
Federal and city water agencies.

Attenpt to acqrire private land to
enhance mile deer winter range.

Protect the Jack Creek Research
Natural Area fram disturbance
vhile it is being considered for

::ﬁgntimarﬂfollaiingdeﬂma-

Provide temporary access where needed to bar-
vest dead and green firewood.

Firewood cutting will not be allowed in Jabidge
Canyon.

Provide firewood areas with good accessiblity
and easy operability for the elderly, hand=-
icapped, and disadvantaged pecple.

Water quality will be improved or maintained
in the Jarbidge mmicipal watersheds.

Attempt to acquire 160 acres in Robinsen Hole to
increase menagement opticns to enhance mile deer
winter range.
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Direction, Standards, and Guidelines for the Jarbi Area

MANAGFMENT DIRFCTICH

STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES

MH
PRACTICES CIE
Research Natwral
Areas
FACTLYTTES
Road Operatiom L19
FASD Facility 125

Retum the proposed Jack Creek
Research Natural Area (RMA) to
miltiple use menagement if it is
not designated as a MNA.

Maintain roads for public end admini-
strative use.

Correct health, safety, and sanitation
deficiencies at all sites.

Provide roads to trailhead faciiities.

Clean up abandoned telephone lines.



JARBIDGE WILDERNESS -64,667 ACRES AND RECOMMENDED
WILDERNESS ADDITION - 26,400 ACRES MANAGEMENT AREA

Deseription

This management area includea 87,667 acres located in the northeastern part
of Nevada near the Idaho-Nevada state line. It includes the high mourtalns
and deep glaclated canyons of the Jarbidge Willderness. This extremely
rugged and scenic area has eight peaks that exceed 10,000 feet and deep
canyons below 7,000 feet. With extreme variations in elevation, moisture
and soil, there are many species of vegetation that add great beauty to the
area. The bright and varied colors of vegetatlon, soll and rock add to the
spectacular scenery while remoteness and diffioult access over rough roads
and tralls provide excellent opportunitlies for complete solitude.

The 64,830-acre wilderness includes the Jarbidge Mountain Range, the East
Fork of the Jarbidge River, Marys River drainage and the headwaters of Camp
Creek and Cottonwood Creek. The wilderness is within the Humboldt National
Forest, Jarbidge Ranger District, Elko County, HNevada. There are four
forty acre parcels of private land within the wilderness.

The Jarbidge Wilderness was designated a Wild Area on April 9, 1958, and was
changed to a wilderness by the Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964. This
area 1is the only formally designated wilderness in Nevada. Three adjaoent
areas: Fox Creek, Goat Creek, and Cottonwood-Camp Creek are proposed
additions to the wilderness area. If classified as wllderness, they will
add 23,280 acres to the Jarbidge Wilderness, Coples of the legal
description and a map of the Wilderness are on file in the office of the
Chief of the Forest Service in Washington, D.C.; the Regional Forester in
Ogden, Utah; the Forest Supervisor in Elko, Nevada; and the District Ranger
in Buhl, Idaho.

The Jarbidge Wilderness has not been heavily used by reoreationists because
of long distances, poor transportation, few fishing areas, and a lack of
publicity. An ideal opportunity exists to plan facilities and controls
before the area becomes more popular. Conflicts exist in isclated probvlenm
areas such as Mary's River between grazing and wllderness recreation.

However, over one-half of the allotments within the wilderness are closed
to grazing.

During the 1970 decade there were four wildfires recorded in this menagement
area. Two of these wildfires were started by lightning with the remainder
being man-caused. The largest flre during this decade was elght acres and
burned in 1974, Since that time a fire started by lightning in 1981 burned
765 acres. The reason for thia large fire was extreme flre danger
conditions, Historic wildfire records indicate that thls management area
experlences wlldfires that are less than one acre in size and occur at a
rate of one fire per year.
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Mapagement Prescription

Manage the existing Wilerness Area in accordance with the Wllderness Act of
1964, Manage the remainder of the recommended proposed wilderness to
protect its wilderness characteristics pending a decision by Corgress.

Wilderness: Protect the area to preserve its natural state.
Allow the ecosystem to function without man-caused
interference, except for fire control.

Recreation: Manage recreation to be compatible with the
wllderness resource.

Work with wilderness users (through permits, trail
transportation development, outfitters and
information and education) to avoid overuse of the
mere popular areas.

Range: Manage range use to be compatible with the
wllderness resource.

Manage livestoek grazing on existing allotments
within grazing capacities to avold detracting from
wilderness values.

Water and Soil Monitor water quality to evaluate effects of acid
rain.

Minerals: Manage minerals and energy development activities
to protect the wilderness resource.

Lands: Acquire 160 acres of private land.

Protection: Restore fire to its natural role in the ecosystem

by allowing natural fires te burn.

Wildlife and Fish: Maintain wildlife and fish habitat and coordinate
with other uses.

Alir Quality: Manage the airshed over the Jarbidge Wilderness to
meet Class I air quality standards.,
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Management: Direction, Standards, and Guidelines for the Recomended and Jarbi Wilderness t Area

MIH
PRACTICES COEE MANAGRMENT DIRECTION STANDAHDS AND GUIDELINES

RECHEATTON

Cultural Resource A01 Inventory and evaluate known sensi- Continue inventory end evaluation of histordie

Plamming, Inven- 402 tive areas. HNominate and protect as mining comlex apd cabins in the Goat and

tary, Evaluatden, A03 necessary. Develop plans for manage- Falls Creek drainages. As appropriate, nom-

Namnation, Pro- AOY ment altermatives, Inate to the National Register and develop

tection a plan which specifically addresses manage-
pent obligations for culturel rescuree Ina
designated wilderness.

Inventory and evaluate Fumingbird Springs

Outfitter Guide ADB  Menage outfitter guide camps to minimize Limit sumer and fall outfitter-guide permit
conflicts with wilderness values, to those existing, wnless a demonstrated
need can be shown to issue new permit.

Corrais will be dismentled and poles
scattered or plled off the trail.

Tent. fremes will be dismantled and moved
away from the trail.

Where conflicts exist effort will be made to
locate cutfitter-guide camps at different
sites.

Spike camps at Hardluck and Targ's Camp will
be monitored and relocated if necessary.

Trail System A12 Mointain 75 mdles of trail each year Construct no new trails. Concentrate money and

Maintenance to prevent resource demage and pro- time on relocation and upgrading existing trails

and Operaticon Vide for public safety. to reduce rescurce damgge and to improve user
safety.

Registration boxes at Carp Draw &nd Dave
. Island will be removed and relocated at the
road end.
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Management Direction, Standards, and Guidelines for the Recomended and Exdsting Jarbidge Wilderness Monagement Area

MIH

PRACTICES COIE MANAGEMENT DIRECTION STANDARDS AND GUIDFLINES
WILDERNESS
Wilderness Use B03 Reduce conflicts between wilderness values Cbtain a boundary adjustment to improve mn-
Administration and other rescurces. ageability of wilderness.
WILTLIFE & FISH
Surveys, Plamming, CO1 Provide mabitat for sensitive and Federally Within existing budgetary constraints, give
Prescriptions, listed T&E species, priority to inventory and monitoring of
Menitoring, Coop~ Lahontan cutthroat trout streams and identify-
eration and ing necessary habitat Improvements in these
Administration streams.
LANDS
Land Exchenge J13  Acquire private land within the wilder-

Aequisition

J15

ness area if and when it becomes available.



MOUNT MORIAH MANAGEMENT AREA - 44,558 ACRES

Bescription

The Mt. Moriah Management Area is located approximately 36 miles east of
Ely, WNevada, in east-central Nevada and is entirely within White Pine
County. This unit is in the northern Snake Range, which extends along the
eastern edge of Nevada in the Basin and Range physiographie¢ province. It
encompasses much of the lower elevation land surrounding the Mt. Moriah
Recommended Wildernessa.

This area is accessible via U.S. Highway 50-6 from the south and improved
dirt roads of Spring Valley and Snake Valley on the east and west.  Baker,
Nevada, and Gandy, Utah, are the only communities in the immediate area.
Ely, Nevada (36 miles west) and Delta, Utah (87 miles east) are the nearest
main population centers.

Rock types include Paleozoic sediments and Tertiary intrusives. Soils are
very rocky with gome erosion potential.

This area is within the Intermountain sagebrush/pomierosa pine ecosystem.
Pinyon pine, Jjuniper and ponderosa pine dominate most of this area, with
some sagebrush-grass types intermixed. Mountain mahogany patches are
typically confined fto south and west faclng slopes near the upper
elevations. Riparian vegetation ccecurs along the streams.

There are no developed recreation sites 1ln the area. The majority of use
comes from hunting in the fall and is associated with roads. Dispersed area
use 1s approximately 4,000 RVDS annually. & number of caves similar in type
to Lehman Cave are present.

Several archaeological 3ites and caves are present in the northeastern
portion of the Management Area.

Approximately four miles of poor condltion trail are present.

A variety of wlldlife and fish specles inhabit this area. Some are yeare
long residents while others occur only seasonally. The majority of the area
is mule deer winter range except for the southwest portion whiech 1s used
year-round. Roeky Mountaln bighorn sheep also winter in the east half of
the unit. Blue grouae and sage grouse are found in riparian areas and at
the higher elevations. Chukar partridge occur in some of the sagebrush-
grass areas at the lower elevations. Rainbow trout, brook trout, and the
unique Bonneville cutthroat trout are found in the area's perennial streams.
Twenty log and rock pool structures are located in Hendry's and Hampton
Creeks. These were constructed to improve pool/riffle ratios for Bonneville
cutthroat trout.

The Mt. Moriah Management Area contains portions of two cattle allotments
and has been heavily developed for cattle grazing. The western half of this
area contains several hundred acres of vegetative manipulations. These
include chainings and herbielde treatment areas. There are alsc several
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miles of fence and numerous water developments that were constructed to
improve cattle distribution. Cattle use in the management area amounts to
1,560 AUMS. Both allotments have improved allotment management plans. The
range resource In this unit 1s generally in fair condition.

The Moriah Wild Horse Territory was designated in 1974 in the northern
portion of the management area. There has not been any documented horse use
since 1971 and it is assumed that there are no horses in the territory. The
terratory wi1ll be reevaluated by 1986 toc determine if it should be
eliminated.

This unit contains several pinenut gathering areas. Cutting of Juniper
posts, aspen poles and fuelwood also occurs periodically.

Overall watershed value for the area is moderate. Annual snowpack and
precipitation are not as high as in the adjacent Mt. Moriah Recommended
Wilderness due to this area's lower elevatlion and its large stands of pinyon
and juniper. There are 5 perennial streams in the area.

This unit is rated moderate in prospective potential for base and precious
metals. Gold, garnet, and building stone have been mined in the past.
Potential remains for increased mining activity. Several claims are located
within the management area.

This management area experienced two wildf'ires during the 1970 decade. Both
of these fires were lightning caused. The largest fire was two acres in
size and occurred in 1977. Histori¢ records show that wildfire does not
play an active role in this management area.

Thers 1s no private land withln this unit.

Special-use authorizations include two water {ransmission and five
outfitter-guide permits.

The Morilah Cabin Administrative Site 18 located in the northwest portion of
the unit. The site consists of a one-room cabin and a horse pasture. There
are 49 miles of inventoried Forest roads and 16 miles of uninventoried roads
present in the area.

Portions of this area were inventoried during the RARE I process. These
areas have since been dropped from wilderness consideration due to their
small size.

Management Prescription

Recreation: Emphasize dispersed recreation. Manage caves as
stated in District Cave Management Plan.

Wildlife and Fish: Habitat for T&E specles, critical big game winter
range, aquatic specles, and MIS will be maintained
at levels needed to support either preasonable
populations or at least exceed requirements for
minimum viable populations.
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Range:

Woodland Products:

Soil and Water:

Minerals:

Protection:

Lands:

Facilities:

Maintain an active range program that is compatible
with other resource uses. Cost effective
management systems and techniques are emphasized to
achieve optimal production and use of range on all
suitable range and to improve the range resource.
Maintenance and reconstruction of existing
improvements and construction of new improvements
ineluding nonstructural improvements will continue
with close adherence to allotment management plans.
Noxious  weed control efforts will continue
following environmental regulations and
restrictions. A portion of the Rye Grass Allotment
will remain closed to grazing because of watershed
values.

Harvest of  woodland products will slightly
increase, Fuelwood will be managed to improve
range and wildlife habitat as opportunities arise.

All activities will be constrained as necessary to
protect water quality and malntain s0il
productivity.

Mineral proposals will be handled expeditiously and
operations will  ©be carried out in an
environmentally sound manner.

An appropriate suppression response will be made on
all wildfires,

Continue existing special uses. Allow new special
uses if proponent shows National Forest land to be
best location and no unacceptable impacts occur.

The Moriah Administrative Site (alsc called Dog
Springs) withdrawal has been recommended for
revocation. Remove those bulldings no longer
needed. Coordinate road management with all other
activities.
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Management Directicn, Standards, and Guidelines for Mc. Morish Management Area

PRACTICES

MIH

COLE

MANAGFMINT DIRECTION

Cultural Resource

Inventory, Evalua-
tion, Protection,
Plarning

Cave Management

Tprovements
(Structural)

5 BERE

a2

Co1

STANDAHDS AND GUTDELINES

Inventory and evaluate known sensi-
tive areas. Naminate and protect
as appropriate.

Update and follow approved Cave
Management Plan.

Provide a trail system adequate for
administrators, permittees, and the
publie.

Provide habitat for sensitive and
Federally listed T&E species.

Manage bighorn sheep renge.

Inprove the quantity amd quality
of terrestrial and ripardian habitats,

Supplement inventory and evaluate Smith Creek
Archaeological Distriet. Nominate and protect
as appropriate. Develop plan to address men-
agepent altermatives.

Do not issue cave entrance parmits to
inexperienced spelunkers.

Warn qualified spelunkers of cave hazards.

Spelunkers mist know exact location and name
of cave before permit will be issued.

Encourage NPS mot to give cave locaticns.
Maintain trails to Level 2.

Allow reintroduction of Bomeville cutthroat
traut.

Provide structural improvement work to improve
hahitat for Bameville cutthreat trout.

Conduct macroinvertebrate sampling procedures
an Hendrys and Hampton Creeks.

Design fences in bigharn sheep areas to minimize
impacts to bighom sheep.

Maintain existing pocl structures in Hendry's
and Hampton Creeks.
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Management Direction, Standards, and Guidelines for Mt, Mordah Menagement Area

PRACTICES

MH

e

RANCE

MANAGRMPNT DIRECTTON

STANDARDS AND GUTTFILINES

Range Administra- DO7 Administer the range resource within

ticn and Monage-
ment

Timber Harvest
Administration

88

the direction in amual operating
plan and the allotment menagement
plan.

Manage wild horses in accordance
with the proposed Maumnt Mardsh
Wild Horse Territory Plan.

Inventory white fir aites to determine
adaptability to intensive Christmas
tree cultivation.

Use K-V fimds to marage Christms trees
for improved fom.

Where practical, use K-V funds to
manage Christmas trees (especially
white fir) to create plantations

m selected areas.

Provide for personal use Christmas
tree sales.

Provide for commercial Christmas
tree sales

The ammual operating plan of use will direct
grazing management. of the areas open to grazing
in the Rye Grass watershed.

Abolish the Mamt Mordah wild horse territory
where viable populations do not exist and
resoarce conditions do not warrent reintroduc-
tion as outlined in the preposed territory plan.

Prepare and offer 1,000 to 2,000 (tristmas trees
every year District-wide as per Forest activity
schedule.

Encourage noncoamercial or individual users to
utilize remote sources of white fir Christmas
trees.

Design Christmas tree sales to control white
fir invasion of aspen stands.
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Menagement Directicn, Standards, and Guidelines for Mi. Mordah Menagement Area

MIH
PRACTICES COE MANAGEMENT DIRECTICN STANDARDS AND GUIDFLINES
TIMER (Cont.)
Tinber Harvest Harvest green firewood in a manner Limber pine removal will be allowed only in
Administration that results in matural regeneration specific cases (such as its removal as a haz-

of the stand where {ype conversion
is not desired.

Provide post and poles as requested
and a3 supply warrants.

Prepare and offer camercial pinenut
sales as crop allows.

Maintain traditional pinemit gather—

ard trees) and where authorized by a special
permit issued by the District Ranger.

Mlow no cutting in the mountain mehogany,
aspen, cottowood, white fir and mixed coni-
fer until after Mugust st of each year to
protect nesting wildlife.

No green pinyon pine with a dizameter less
than 6 inches will be cut in a designated
green fuelwood cutting area unless
suthorized by special permit or tag.

Alow no cutting of live or stending dead
ponderosa pine unless it poses a hazard to
life or property.



EVT-AL

Direction, Standards, and Guidelines for Mt. Morish t Area

MIH
PRACTICES CODE MANACEMENT DIRECTION STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES
IMER (Cont.)
Bristlecone Pine Protect anclent bristlecone pine. Protect bristlecons pine, including remants,
Menagement fram destruction or removal by unauthorized
persmns.
Authorize the disturbence of bristlecone pine
sites anly with written permission of the
Forest Supervisor.
Contimee scientific research but don't allow
the cutting of live or dead bristlecone pine
without written approvel of the Forest Super-
visor.
SOIL, & WATER
Tprovement FO3 Give priority to problem areas in Mmnitor the Rye Grass watershed project, keep~
high value watersheds and where ac- ing the present closure on severely eroded areas
celerated erosion exists or is as needed and coordinating use of other porticns
rapidly increasing, with Armue) Plans of Use with grazing permittees.
FACTLITIES
FAZO Facility L2 Remove facilities ho longer needed

& Maintenance

Remove Mordsh (Dog Springs) Administrative Site
Cakin



MOUNT MOR!IAH RECOMMENDED WILDERNESS
MANAGEMENT AREA - 60,700 ACRES

Description

The Mt. Moriah Reccommended Wilderness is located approximately 36 miles east
of Ely, Nevada, in east-central Nevada, and is entirely within White Pine
County. This unit is in the northern Snake Range, which extends along the
eastern edge of Nevada in the Basin and Range physiographie province. The
elongate north-south running range is bounded oh the west by Spring Valley
and on the east by Snake Valley.

This areas has wilderness qualities and several special attractions. The
rugged terrain and lack of access provide many opportunities for solitude
and wilderness experiences. Mt. Moriah, which has an elevation fo 12,050
feet and adjacent 1,000 acre plateau known as the Table, are the center of
the area's attractions. The Table is a unique high elevation plateau
covered with subalpine vegetation. Ancient bristlecone and limber pine
stands occur along its edge. Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep and the
Bonneville cutthroat trout are also special attractions in this area.

Rock types include Paleozoic sediments and Tertiary intrusives.
Soils are very rocky and exhibit some erosion potential.

This area lies within the Intermountain sagebrush/ponderosa pine ecosystem.
Vegetation varies with the elevation. Pinyon pine and juniper dominate the
lower slopes. Aspen, mountain mahogany, white and Douglas-fir, limber pine,
and bristlecone pine are found in the upper elevations. Sagebrush-grass
types are located throughout the area.

All recreation use occurs as dispersed activities. Hunting is the major
activity, followed by hiking, fishing, camping and sight.seeing. There are
no developed sites adjacent to the area., Approximately 500 RVDs occur each
year. There are 46 miles of poor-fair condition trails.

Archaeological sites inecluding caves utilized by Indians, pictographs, and
lithile scatters occur in the area.

A variety of wildlife and fish species inhabit this area. Some are year-
long residents while others occur only seasonally. The majority of the area
is mule deer summer range although scme of the lower elevation benches and
riparian areas are used year-round. Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep can be
found throughout the year in this unit, Blue grouse, Sage grouse, and
chukar also occur. Riparian vegetation provides key habitat <for these
gamebirds and many other species. Rainbow trout, broock trout, and the
unique Bonneville cutthroat trout occur in the area's perennial streams.

Cattle grazing occurs throughout this unit. Use 1s relatively light
compared with the surrounding Mt. Moriah Management Area due to the rugged
topography of the recommended wilderhess. This area includes approximately
T1 percent of the Rye Grass and Silver Creek cattle allotments. The
remaining 29 percent of these allotments form the adjacent Mt. Moriah
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Management Area. There are 913 AUMs of livestock use within the recommended
wilderness. These allotments are under improved management with intensive
management emphasized to seek full utilization of forage allocated +to
livestock. Range Iimprovements such as fencing and water developments are
employed {0 aid in controlling cattle distribution and thus improve range
condition. The majority of the range resource is in fair to good condition.

The Moriah Wild Horse Territory was designated in 1974 in the northern
portion of the management area. There has not been any documented horse use
since 1971 and it 1s assumed that there are no horses in the territory. The
territory will be reevaluated by 1986 to determine if it should be
eliminated.

Use of the area for gathering pinenuts or cutting fuelwood, posts or poles,
or Christmas trees is 1limited due to the area's rugged terrain and
inaccessibility.

Overall watershed value i1s high with 1little potential for watershed
improvement due to the high cost per benefit gained. The value results from
the annual snowpack and relatively high precipitation. There are four
perennial streams within the unit.

This unit is rated moderate in prospective potential for base and precious
metals, Gold, garnet, and building stone have been mined in the past.
Potential still remains for increased mining activity. Several claims are
within the roadless boundary.

Fire potential in this area is high due to lightning occurrence although no
major fires have occurred recently. Six wildfires were recorded between
1970 and 1980. All of these fires were started by lightning. The largest
vwildfire during this time period burned 110 aores in 1976. The size of this
fire was due to terrain and inaccessible conditions.

There is no private land in this unit.

This area was originally inventoried in RARE I and ldentified for further
wilderness study at that time, During the RARE II process the area was
allocated to further planning.

Management Prescription

Manage the recommended Wilderness Area to protect its wilderness
characteristics pending a decision by Congress.,

Wilderness: Protect the area to preserve its natural state.
Allow the ecosystem to funetion without man~-caused
interference, except for fire control and mineral
exploration/development. Place signs at major
access points,

Recreation: Manage recreation to be compatible with the
wilderness resource. Construct Moriah Summit Trail.
Maintain existing trails and construct new trails
and trailheads as needed.
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Wildlife and Fish:

Range!

Woodland Products:

So0il and Water:

Minerals:

Protection:

Lands and Facilities:

Current  habitat use by threatened and endangered
species will be maintained and no o¢onflicts from
other uses will be permitted. The quality of
aquatic habitats will be maintained, Populations
of hunted MIS will be maintained at current levels.
All other MIS will be maintained at 1levels that
exceed requirements for minimum viable populations.

Manage livestock to be compatible with the
wilderness resource.

No woodland products will be harvested.

Manage to maintain or improve water quality and
soil productivity.

Mineral proposals will be handled expeditiously and
operations will be carried out in an
environmentally sound manner that i1s compatible
wilth the wilderness resource.

An appropriate suppression response will be made on
all wildfires.

Allow no disturbing uses.

IV-146



Lv1-AI

Management, Direction, Standards, and Guidelines for the M. Moriah Reoamended Wildermess Area

MIH
PRACTICES aXE

MARAGEMENT DIRECITON

STANDARDS AND GUITELINES

RECREATION
Trail Construction A10

Trail System A2
Maintenance
and Operatim

WILILIFE

Srveys, Plaming, OO
Prescriptions,

Mod toring,
Cooperation, and
Administration

TIMEER

Bristlecone Pine  BO7
Management

Canstruct treils as shawn in the
Forest Action Schedule,

Maintain exdsting treils to prevent

resource damage and to provide for
public safety.

Provide habitat for sensitive and
Federally listed T&E Species.

Protect ancient bristlecone pine.

Construct Mordah Summit Trail

Maintain trails to lewel 2.

Aoy reintroduction of Bameville cutthroat
trout.

Provide structural improvement work to improwe
habdtat for Booneville cutthroat trout.

Protect bristleccne pine, including remremts,
fran destruction or removal by unauthordzed

perscns.

Authorize the disturbence of bristlecone pine
sites aaly with written permission of the
Regional Forester.

Continve scientific research tut don't allow the
autting of live or dead bristlecone pine without
witten approval of the Regiomal Forester.



SCHELL MANAGEMENT AREA - 281,478 ACRES

Deseraptiop
The Schell Management Area is a large portlon of the Schell Mountain range
in east central Nevada. It stretches approximately 53 miles from

Schellbourne Pass to Connor's Pass and 1s approximately 12 miles wide at its
widest point and tapers to 5 1/2 miles at its northern point. This area is
5 miles east of Ely with steep, limestone peaks forming its main north-south
backbone reaching a maximum elevation of 11,883 feet at North Schell Peak.
The higher elevatiocns give way to rolling hills to the north, dissected by
narrow, steep-walled canyons rising immediately above the valley floor.

Pinyon pine, Juniper and ponderosa pine encircle the base of the Schell
Management Area grading uphill into sagebrush/grass communities and conifer
stringers of white fir, Douglas-fir and Engleman spruce. Limber pine and an
cccasional bristlecone pine stand as guardians along ridgelines overlooking
patches of quaking aspen and mountain mahogany.

This area can be reached by U.S5. Highway 93 along the west flank providing
access through Schellbourne Pass and Connor's Pass to county road # 293
bounding the east flank. Forest road #3427, crossing over Kalamazoo Summit,
and the Success Loop, Forest Highway #231 through Duck Creek Basin and over
Success Summit, offer scenic drives to the local populace and visitors.

Rock types include Paleozoic sediments (primarily limestone, dolomite,
shale, and quartzite) and Tertiary volcanics.

Developed recreation sites include two campgrounds and three pienle areas
with a capacity of 77,304 PAOT-days. These sites range from minimally to
highly developed including water systems, mini-flush bathrooms and hardened
sites. Developed site use has been 6,300 RVD and dispersed area use 54,800
RVDs annually. Additionallly, this area has two organization sites and
three recreation residences which account for 6,000 RVDs annually.

There are approximately T4 miles of trail in poor condition and use gccurs
primarily from Ely-MeGill residents.

A recently discovered paleontological site known as the Labor-of-Love cave
1s located within this management area. It contains the only complete
skeletal remains of a prehistoric bear called a Cave Bear in the
Intermountain area.

A varlety of wildlife and fish species inhabit this area. Some are year=-
long residents while ofhers occur only seasonally. Mule deer occur
throughout this area. The higher elevations are used during the sunmmer and
the lower benches and foothills during the winter and spring. There are
several key deer wintering areas in this unit. Year-round habitat for elk
also exists. The majority of the elk use occurs 1in the south half of the
unit although elk sightings have been documented as far north as
Schellbourne Pass. An elk population of 450 animals is estimated for this
area. Blue grouse, sage grouse, and chukar also occur throughout the unit.
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Riparian vegetation provides key habitat for these gamebirds and many other
species. Perennial streams throughout the area support populations of
rainbow trout, brook, cutthroat, and brown trout. Cave lake also supports a
fisheries.

Livestock grazing is a common occurrence throughout the Schell Management
Area except for Kraft Canyon which is closed to grazing. This management
area contains 16 allotments (9 sheep, 2 cattle, and 5 common use). All
allotments are under improved management with a total grazing use of 16,581
Animal Unit Months (AUMs). Most allotments are extensively managed to seek
full utilization of forage allocated to approximately 13,708 sheep and 719
head of cows. Some areas, particularly along the northeast and southwest
sections of this management area, are Intensively managed, utilizing
vegetative manipulation practices to optimize production and utilization of
desirable forage speciles.

Several miles of fence, numerous water developments and various grazing
systems are employed under direction from improved allotment management
plans to lmprove the ramge resource. Approximately 80 percent of the range
resource is 1in fair or better condition.

The Schell Management Area is an important source of fuelwocd, Christmas
trees, pinenuts, poles and posts due to its proximity to the towns of Ely
and McGill. The area contains approximately 97 MBF of fuelwood. [Fifteen
percent of the woodland is considered accessible and available to harvest,
Approximately 7 MEBF of fuelwood has been harvested annually in recent years.

The west-central portion of this area iz an important municipal water
source for ranchers in Duck Creek Basin and the town of MeGill, NV. MeGill
receives it's municipal water supply from an intricate piping system
originating on the Forest. Most major drainages contain perennial streams,
but many are smzll and rarely maintain surface flow beyond the alluvial fans
near the mountain bases. Those streams which do maintain a surface flow
into the valleys below are important for agriocultural purposes. Several
erosion control structures are located in Duck Creek Basin to abate
headcutting and for stream bank =stabilization.

There are 2,000 mining claims within this management area with pericedic
mineral exploration occurring. The Taylor mining distriet, containing the
Silver King Mine, is +the only active locatable claim. It is a highly

productive silver mine, Most of the area has high potential for gold and
silver.

A majority of the oll and gas exploration activity is concentrated around
Indian Creek and north, There are no active leasable claims.

Lightning strikes caused 34 wildfires and human carelessness was responsible
for three wildfires during the 1970 decade in this area. They were mostly
small fires with the largest reaching 305 acres.

There are 53 special useas in the management area. These include powerlines,
water transmissions, electronic sites, recreation residences, organization
camps, outfitter-gulde, roads, etec. There are 7,633 acres of private
inholdings. Much of this has the possibility of consolidating to make land

line location much easier. These areas are located in the southern half of
the management area.
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Berry Creek Guard Station and Teapot Springs Cabain are the only administra-
tive sites in the management area. Several lesser sites with withdrawals
have been recommended for revocation 1n the last two years. There is a
total of 139 miles of system and 64 miles nonsystem roads.

Management Prescription

Recreation: Emphasize dlspersed recreation except at the Duck Creek Basin
developed sites. Maintain existing trails. Continue to work in cooperation
with Nevada State Park to develop Cave Lake and area recreation complex.

Wildlife and Fish;: Conflicts from other uses will be minimized to maintain
and improve when possible quality wildlife and fisheriles habitat, especially
winter ranges and riparian areas. Conflicts from other uses on current
threatened and endangered species habitat will not be permitted.

Range: Maintain an aotive range program that 18 compatible with other
resource uses. Cost-effective management systems and techniques are
emphasized to achieve optimal production and use of forage on all suitable
range and to improve the range resource. Maintenance and reconstruction of
existing improvements and construction of new improvements including non-
structural improvements will continue with close adherence to allotment
management plans, Noxious weed control efforts will continue following
environmental regulations and restrietions. Kraft Canyon will remain
¢losed to grazing because of watershed values.

Timber: Fuelwood sales will continue in this area as demand and resource
potential allow. The cutting of Christmas trees and the sales of fuelwood
offer potential for improved range and wildlife habitat. Use of timber
stand lmprovement funds will be used to lmprove the quality and quantity of
Christmas trees and improve roads for better access to available fuelwood
supplies. Bristlecone pine and ponderosa pinhe will be protected from
cutting and removal except for research and sclentific purposes. Care
will be taken to avoid excessive cutting in riparian zones. Protection of
MIS habitat will take precedence over fuelwood harvesting where occurrence
is indicated.

Water and Soil: All activities will be constrained as necessary to protect
water quality and maintain or ilmprove soil stability and production.

Minerals: Mineral operating plans and acres leased for oil and gas will
increase slightly. Mineral proposals will be handled expeditiously and
operations will be handled in an environmentally sound manner.

Lands: Continue existing special uses. Allow new special uses 1l proponent
demonstrates that National Forest administered land is the best location and
no unacceptable impacts occur. Continue efforts to further consolidate
N. F. land to make land line location simpler and provide user access.

Facilities: Maintain facilities to meet administrative heeds of area.
Remove Teapot Springs Cabin if no longer needed. Coordinate road management
with all other activities.

Protection: Fire and law enforcement protection agreements with local,
federal, state, and city agencles will be maintained. Protection will be
commensurate with the value of the resources being protected.
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Management Direction, Standards, And Guidelines for the Schell Menagement Area

M
PRACTICES ODE MANAGFMENT DIRECTION STANDARDS AND GUIDFLINES
RECREATION
ROS Management A02 Maintain the amomt of ROS Allow no permenent roads except for mineral
Semi-Primitive Non-Motorized production.
areas.

Cultural Rsource  AD2 More fully inventory amd evaluate Supplement inventory in areas of Mud Springs

Inventory and A03 known sensitive areas. and McCurdy Cresk. Properly evaluate altes

Evaluation and verify locatiomms,

Palemiclogical Protect significant Palemtological Evaluate significance of Labor-of-Love Cave

Resource Evalua- locations. and protect as appropriate. Develop plan to

tion and Protec- address management needs and alternatives.

tion

Facility and A07T Manage developed fee aites at the Prepare and implement Distrdiot 084 Plans for

Site Management standard level. all developed sites. Meintain cepacities listed
belo:
Campgrounds Copacity PAOT Days
Timber Creek 5480
Berry Creck 2960

Total 8410
Piendcgrounds Capacity PAQT Days
East Creek 6624
Bird Creek 337484
Timber Creek 28U%
Total 68864
Facility anxd Site AQ7  Develcp and implement developed site Camplete ane developed site vegetative

Management (Cont.)

prescriptions to achieve and maintain
desirable vegetative cover.

Pave Tiuber Creek and Bird Creek
Campground and roads.

menagement plan by 1993.
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Management Direction, Standards, and Guidelines for the Schell Management Area

STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES

MIH
PRACTICES OODE MANAGFMENT DIRECTTON
RECREATION (Cont.)
Faedlity and Site Convert a portion of Bird Creek
Menagement (Cont.) picnic area to fee camperounds.

Cave Management  A08

ORV Management.

Trail System
Maintenance and
Operation

A2

Update and follow approved Cave
Management Plan,

Use travel plan to control
aff-road vehicle use and provide
protection for vegetation, sofl
and resources.

Contimie cooperation with
Division of State Parks at Cave
Lake through temporary road
closures to minimize damage
to rcad swrface.

Provide a trail system adequate
for administrators, permittees, and
the public.

Do not issue cave entrence permits to
inexperienced spelurkers.

Warn qualified spelurkers of cave hazards.
Spelunkers mat know exact location and name
of cave before permit will be issued.
Encourage NPS not to give cave locations.
Close the north slope of Muncy Creek to all

motorized vehicle use for miblic safety and
to prevent further watershed damage.

Kalamazoo Road #10427 and Cave Mountain Road
#10574 may be closed from March 15 to May 1
to prevent dzmege to the road surface.

Maintain trails to Level 2.
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Management Direction, Standards, And Guidelinss for the Schell Monagement Area

STANDAFDS AND GUIDELINES

Allow reintroduction of Bommeville cutthroat

Protect key elk calving habitat and summer
concentration areas.

Maintain water developments at Taylor Mine
(2 tire type, water troughs for elk) and
Gilford Creek (catchment basin for elk).

Maintain type conversions for wildlife as
needed: Seigel Creek pinyon juniper chaining
(225 acres) and Duck Creek Basin Momtain
Mahcgany push (150 acres).

Encourage noncomercial or individual users to

MIH
PRACTICES OODE MANAGFMENT DIRECTION
WILILIFE
Surveys, Plamning €01 Provide habitat for sensitive and
Precriptions, federally listed T&E species trout.
Monltoring,
Cooperation, and Protect and Improve key wildlife
Administration habitats.
Tuprovements €02 Improve the quantity and quality
(structural and 004 of terrestrial and aquatic habitats.
nonstructual)
TIMEER
Inventory B0 Inventory white fir aites to deter-
mine adaptability to intensive
Ctristmas tree production.
Timber Stand E05 Use K-V finds to menage Christms tree
Tmprovement E06 (especially white fir) to create
forest plantations on selected aites.
Timber Harvest EO7 Provide for personal use Christmas
Administration tree sales.

utilize remote sources of white fir Christmas
trees.
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Menegement Direction, Standards, and Guidelines for the Schell Management, Area

MIH
PRACTICES o MANAGEMENT DIRECTION STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES
TIMEER (Cont.)
Timber Harvest Provide for commercial Chrdistmas Cantrol or discourage the removal of vhite fir
Administration tree sales,

Design Christres tree sales to
control white fir invasion of
aspen stands.

Harvest green firewood in a manner
that results in patural regeneration
of the stand where type conversion
is not desired.

Provide posts and poles as requested
axd ;upply wearrants.

Christmas trees in Duck Creek Basin, Success
Suamiit, Cave Momtain, and Cooper Summit to
allow these areas to regenerate themselves.
These areas will be opened to Christmas tree

removal periodically as supplies become avall-
able.

Prepare and offer 1000 to 2000 Cl-istmes trees
every year district-side as per forest activity
schedule,

No green pinyon pine with a dlameter less then
6 inches will be cut in a designated green fuel-
wood cutting area unless authorized by special
permit or tag.

Mo no cutting of live or standing dead

ponderosa pine wnless it poses a hazard to life
or property.

Allow no cutting in the momtain mahogany,
aspen, cottomwood, wWhite fir, and mixed
canifer until after August 1st of each year
to protect nesting wildlife.
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Monagement, Directions, Standards, And Guidelines for the Schell Management Area

MTH
PRACTTCES CODE MANAGEMENT DIRECITON STANDARDS AND GUIDELTINES
0N, & WATER
Mmnicipal FO3 Water quelity will be mintained
Watersheds or improved in all mmicipal watersheds
LANDS
Dtdlity J01 Utdlity corridors will be limited Existing corridors are:
Corridors to those identified. 1. Cooper Canyon/Cocper Wash
2. Comers Pass

Land Acquisition J15 Purchase lamd for National Forest

status from willing sellers, using

finds fran the Nevada Receipts

Act.
FACILITIES
Facitlity 125 TRemove facilities no longer needed. Remove Teapot Springs Administrative

Site Cabin.

PROTECTION
Fire Prevention P02 Develcop a fire prevention program

directed toward reducing the mmber
of wildfires,

Inspect recreation residences for fire
hazardas,



SNAKE MANAGEMENT AREA - 128,669 ACRES

Description

The Snake Management Area 1s in the southern Snake Range, which extends
along the east edge of Nevada in the Basin and Range physiographic province.
The elongated north-scuth trending range is bounded on the west by Sprang
Valley and on the east by Snake Valley. This area includes all of the Snake
Division except for the Wilderness proposal. Elevations vary from 6,000
feet to over 11,000 feet.

The area is located approximately Y40 miles southeast of Ely, Nevada, 1in
cast-central Nevada, and is entirely in White Pine County. The area 1is
reached by U.S5. 93 in Spring Valley and Nevada Highway 487 and Utah Highway
21 in Snake Valley. Nevada Highway 488 extends from Baker, Nevada to
Lehman Caves National Monument, which borders the area on the northeast.
Baker, Nevada and Garrrison, Utah are the only ccmmunities in the
immediate area.

Rock types include Palezolc sedliments and Tertiary intrusives. Solls are
very rocky with some erosion potential.

This area 1is within the intermountain sagebrush/ponderosa pine ecosystem.
Pinyon pine and Juniper domlnate most of this area with some sagebrush-grass
types intermixed. Mountaln mahogany patches are typically confined to south
and west facing slopes near the upper elevations. Riparian vegetation
occurs along the streams.

There are four developed campgrounds and one picnic area which have a
capacity of 77,441 PAQT-days. Additionally, there are three interpretive
sites with a capacity of 13,850 PAOT-days. Developed site use is 28,400
RVD's and dispersed areas use 31,500 RVD's., Caves are present in the area.

The 640-acre Lehman Caves National Monument, within this area, is
administered by the National Park Service. Management of the developed
aites 1s orilented to the Wheeler Peak Scenic Area and Lehman Caves National
Monument . The Park Service and Forest Service jolntly operate a visitor
center at the Monument. They also cooperate on interpretive talks and
other areas to achisve mutual objectives. The two agencles tend to
complement each other with one providing the major developed attraction
(Lehman Caves) and the other camping space and dispersed recreational
opportunity.

There are ten miles of traill in good to poor condition. Archaeological
sites are present in several areas.

The majority of the area is mule deer spring and winter range although some
summer range 1s located at the higher elevations. A& 350-acre chaining is
located in deer winter range at the south end of the unit. This chaining
was completed to increase mule deer forage in a key wintering area. Rocky
Mountaln bighorn sheep winter on the west side of the area. Blue grouse and
some sage grouse occur throughout the unit. Rainbow trout, brook trout, and
the unique Bonneville cutthroat trout occur in the area'’s perennial streams.

IV-156



This area receives approximately 2,600 AUMs of domestic livestock wuse. It
contains portions of seven grazing allotments (5 cattle and 2 sheep). All
allotments are managed under approved allotment management plans. Several
miles of fencing and many water developments located throughout this manage~
ment area help to regulate livestock distribution and u=ze. Numerous acres
of vegetative manipulation have been conducted, mainly along the north and
south ends of this area to increase production of desirable forage species.
Overall range conditlion is fair or better.

Grazing is coordinated to comply with recreation demands in high recreation
use areas.

411 of the Murphy Wash Wild Horse Territory is located in the southern half
of this management area. A territory management plan was written in 1978,
but ne horses have been sighted since 1977.

The Snake Management Area is an lmportant source of fuelwood, posts, peles,
Christmas trees, and pinenuts to the people of Baker, Nevada and Garrison,
Utah, and f£o a lesser extent Ely, WNevada. The area contains approximately
T5 MBF of fuelwood. Approximately 2 MBF of fuelwood has been harvested
annually in recenf years.

A solls dinventory has been completed and a map prepared for the area.
Parent materials include quartzites and limestone. There are several
perennial streams, most of whach have water transmissions associated with
them.

There 1s a low to high potential for beryllium, tungsten, silver and gold
throughout the area. At present there are 6,300 acres under 0il and gas
lease and 991 mining claims present. Approximately 2 operating plans are
processed annually.

There are 21 Special-Use Permits. These include powerlines, water transmis-
sion lines, roads, telephone lines, an electronic site and apiary. Private
inholdings include 1,517 acres. Land line location does not have a high
priority.

Facilities include the Baker Guard Station (outside MA), Lehman Caves home
and trailer (outside MA), and several smaller outlying administrative sites.
The withdrawals for the smaller sites have been recommended for revocation.
There are 101 miles of inventoried Forest roads and 26 miles of
uninventoried roads.

Lightning is the major cause of fire. One or two fires occur annually. Law
enforcement activities are targeted at recreation and timber.

Mapagement Prescription

Recreation: Emphasize dispersed recreation except at developed
sites. Aim developed site management to
maintenance of health and safety l1tems. Make group
camping facility avallable. Manage caves as stated
in the District Cave Management Plan. Maintain
cooperation with NPS at Lehman Caves Visitor
Center. Relocate Lexington Arch Trail.
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Wildlife & Fish:

Range:

Timber:

Soil & Water:

Minerals:

Lands:

Facilities:

Maintain/improve the quality of big game winter
range and aquatic habitats. Current habitat use by
threatened and endangered speciles will  ©be
maintained, and no conflicts from other uses will
be permitted. Populations of hunted Management
Indicator Species (MIS) will be maintained at
current levels. All other MIS will be maintained
at levels that exceed requirements for minimum
viable populations.

Maintain an active range program that ia compatible
with other uses, particularly recreation. Cost
effective management systems and techniques are
emphasized to achieve optimal production.
Maintenance and reconstruction of existing
improvements and construction of new improvements,
including nonstructrual  improvements, will
continue with close adherence to allotment manage-
ment plans.

Fuelwood sales will continue to be made on the area
as demand and resource potential allow. Use of
timber stand improvement funds will be used to
improve the quality and quantity of Christmas trees
and improve roads for better access to available
fuelwood supplies. Bristlecone pine will be
protected from ocutting or removal except for
research and scientific purposes. Care will be
taken to avoid excesaive cutting in riparian zones.
Protection of Management Indicator Specles habitat
will take precedence over fuelwood harvesting where
conflicts exist,

Protecting water quality and maintaining =so0il
productivity will have priority over the use of
other resources.

Mineral proposals will be handled expeditiously and
operations will ©be carried out in an
environmentally sound manner.

Allow new special uses if proponent shows Forest to
be best location and no unacceptable impacts occur.
Remove Scenic Area designation when wilderness
legislation is passed.

Construct new Guard Station, office and water
gystem; and traller court for seasonals. Remove
facilities no longer needed. Maintain housing to a
good condition. Coordinate road management with
other resource uses.
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Protection: Provide & 1level of fire protection, insect and
disease control and law enforcement that will
preserve the Forest environment and provide for
public safety.
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Venggement Direction, Standards, and Guidelines for the Snolee Management Area

MIH

PRACTICES OOLE MANAGFMENT DIRECTTON STANDARDS AND GUIDFLINES
RECREATICN
Cultural Resource AQ1 More fully inventory amd evaluate Supplement inventory in Snake Creck and Beker
Inventory, Evalva- A02 lnown sensitive areas. Neminate, Creek drainages. Fully evaluate and nominate
tion, Prolection  AD3  protect, and interpret as appro- protect, or interpret as appropriate. Develop
Interpretation, AOY  priate, meEnapement plan to address alternatives and
Planning interpretive opportunities.

Facility and Site
Reconstruction

Facility and
Management

Reconstruct facilities to meet
health and safety standards amd
to meet public desand.

Manage developed sites at a
standard level.

Protection of the Osceola Ditch will be cont-
imed. The Ditch will be evaluated for
nomination to the National Register. Sawe
portions of the Ditch are currently used as
a roadway. This use will be contimued.

Priarities for work:

1. Baker Creek water system and campground
fence.

. Lehmen Cresk group camping facility.

. Lehman Creek water system and holding tank.

. Lehren Trailer road repaving.

. Visitor Center displays.

Ul = o

Follow guidelines in O8M Plans to maintain
capacity as listed below:

Capacity

Campgrounds PAOT Days
Letman Trailer 8,140
Letman Cresk 17,760
Wheeler Peak 14,205
Baker Creck 14,800
Snake Creek 6,120
Total 61,065

Capacity

Picnic PAOT Days

Lelman Creek 22,196
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Memagement Direction, Standards, and Guidelines for the Snake Mapagement Area

MM
PRACTICES CODE MANAGEMENT DIRECTION STANDARLS AND (AHDELINES

RECREATION (Cont.)

Facility and ACT  Manage developed sites at a standard Interpretive Sites

Management level.
Lelman Caves VO 3,900
Osceola Diteh 3,050
Mysterious Rock Art 6,900

Total 13,850

Facility and Site AQ7T
Menagement (Cont.)

Cave Management ~— AOS

CRV Management

Eliminate conflicts between
recreational use and livestock.

Provide Infamation Services at
Lelmen Caves Visitor Center.

Pave Baxker Creck road and campgroond
if mrey becomes available.

Do not further develop Lower Baker
Creck and Greys Cliffs areas.

Update and follow approved Cave
Meragement Plan.,

Maintain the travel plan to cantral
off-road vehicle use and to provide

protection for vegetation, solls,
and other resources.

Fence Baker Creek Campground.
Information Service will be provided May {15
to Sept. 30 at Visitor Center.

Fresent scme interpretative programs In
cooperation with the Bational Park Service.

Do not issue cave entrance permits to
inexperienced spelurkers.,

Warn qualified spelwnkers of cave hazards,

Spelunkers must know es@et Jocation and name
of cave before permit will be issued.

Encourage NPS not to give cave locations.

Restrict vehicles to existing roads and tralls
in the Wheeler Peak Scenic frea to protect the
secermic quality.
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Manegement. Direction, Sténdards, and Guidelines for the Snake Management Area

MIH
PRACTICES QDE MANAGFMENT DIRECTTON STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES

HRECREATTON (Cont.)

ORV Management Maintain the travel plan to control Close Lehman Creek Trail #079, Solace Loop
of f-road vehicle use and to provide Trail #118, Horse Trail #091, Baker Lake
protection for vegetation, sodl, Trail #080 and Shoshone Trail #081 to all
an other resources., motorized use for public safety and to avoid

avoid user conflicts.

The Baker Creek Road #590 may be closed from
March 15 to May 1 to prevent damege to the
surface.

Trail Construction A10  Reconstruct trails as shown in Relocate Lexington Arch Trail (005).
the Forest Action Schedule.

Trail System A12 Provide a treil system adequate for Maintain trails to Level 2.

Mainterznece and administrators, permittecs, and the

Operation publie,

WILDLIFE

Tmprovement.s c02 Improve the quantity and quality of Maintain Murphy Wash chaining in key deer winter

(Nonstructural ) terrestrial and riparian habitats, range, as needed.

RANGE

Range Administra- DO7 Manage wild horses In accordance Abolish the Murphy Wash Wild Horse Territory

tic and Manages with the approved Maphy Wash where viable populations do oot exist and

ment Territory Flan, resource eanditions do not warrant reintro-
duction as recommended in the approved
territory plan.,

TIMEER

Inventory B0 Inventory white fir sites to deter-
mine adaptability to intensive
Christmas tres cultivation,

Timber Stand 5 Use K-V fimds to memage Christmas

Tmprovement, E06  trees for improved form.
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Meanagement, Directicn, Standards,and&ﬂdelﬁmfwﬂn&ahemmm

MIH
PRACTICES CE MANAGEMENT DIRECTION STANDARDS AND GUTDELINES
TIMEER (Cont. )
Timber Harvest EO7 Harvest green firewood in a mrner ldmtﬂelimdmldmﬁsmstmewbting
Administration that results in matural regeneratim and post and pole cutting adjacent to the
of the stand where type conversion Wheeler Peak road #4146 or in Baker Creek
is not desired. above the narrows except for the removal of
hazardous trees,

No green pinyan-pine with a diameter of less
than 6 inches will be cut in a designated
green cutting area unless authorized by a
special permit or tag.

Limber pine remova) will anly be
allowed in specific cases (such as its
removal as hazard trees) and vhere
authorized by special permit issued by
Distriet Ranger.

Allow no cutting of live ar standing dead
ponderosa pine unless it poses a hazard to
life or property.

Avald excessive removal of pinyon-pine trees
from the Lexington Creek and Strawberry Creek
dreas because of their pinenut producing
potential.

Aliow no cutbing in the mantain mahogany,
aspen, cottomwood, white fir, and mixed coni-
fermb:ilafterﬁugmtmtofeachyearfor

Live aspen, white fir or other species which
have been severely demaged by wind or snow may
bewtandrawvedmmdesigmtedunderpemﬁt
by the District Ranger.,

Design Christmas tree sales to Linber pine ramoval will only be allowed in
cantrol white fir invasion of specific cases (such as its removal as hazard
aspen stards. trees) and where authorized by special permit

issued by the District Renger.
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Management Direction, Standards, and Guideline for the Snake Management Area

SIANDARDS AND GUIDELINES

MTH
PRACTTCES L MANAGFEMENT DIRECTTCHN

TIMEFR {Cont. )

Bristlecone Pine Protect anclent bristlecone

Management pine.

Tinber Harvest Prepare and offer comercial pinemit

MAdministration Sales as crep allows.
Maintain treditiomal pinenut
gathering areas,

LANDS

Land foquisition J15 Purchase land for National Forest
status from willing sellers using
the funds from the Nevada Receipts
Act.

FACTLITIES

Facility Maint- 125 Remove facilities mo longer needed.

enance

Properly sign the Pole Canymn road to prevent
unintentional removal of bristlecone pine.

Protect tristlecone pine, incluwding remrants,
fram destruction or removal unless authorized
by the Farest Supervisor.

Authorize the or disturbance of bristlecone
pire sites only with written permission of
the Forest Supervisor

Catime scientific research but don't allow
the cutting of live or dead bristleccne
pine without wrditten approval of the Farest
Supervisor.

No commercial pinemut harvesting will be allowed

in camperounds or along the Wheeler Peak road
#U6 or in Baker Creck above the narrows.

Consider Strawberry Creek and Weaver (reek,
off limits to comercial pinemit harvesters
wien yearly supplies are limited.

Femove Baker trailer, Muphy Wash, and Cedar
Cabin Spring Administrative site facilities.



BRISTLECONE RECOMMENDED WILDERNESS
MANAGEMENT AREA - 51,700 ACRES

Description

The Bristlecone Recommended Wilderness Area is in the southern Snake Range.
It extends along the east edge of Nevada in the Basin and Range
physiographic province. The elongated north-south trending range is bounded
on the west by Spring Valley and on the east by Snake Valley. Elevations
vary from 6,000 feet to over 13,000 feet.

The area is located approximately U0 miles southeast of Ely, Nevada and is
entirely in White Pine County.

The east side perimeter of the area is accessed by paved and improved dirt
roads. West side access is by unamproved dart roads.

The southern Snake Range has excellent wilderness qualities. Approximately
half of the area was designated as a Scenic Area in 1958 to protect its
outstanding scenic, geologic, and botanical values. The 13,063-foot Wheeler
Peak is a very prominent landmark. There are five alpine lakes in various
drainages. The backbone of the Snake Range is narrow and not easily
traversed. Below the cregt are steep, rocky canyons with Englemann spruce,
limber pine, white fir, aspen and scattered ponderosa pine and Douglas fir.
At the highest elevations are bristlecone pine for which the area is noted
and named.

Approximately 39 miles of trail traverse the area. Included in this figure
are 10 miles of a National Recreation Trail System. Trail conditions range
from good to poor. A permanently signed interpretive trail i1s present
within the area which receives 900 RVDs of use annually. Annual dispersed
use for the area is 4,200 RVYDs.

A variety of wildlife and fish species inhabat this area. Some are year-
long residents, while others occur only seasonally. The majority of the
area 1s mule deer summer range. Rocky Mountaln bighorn sheep also summer in
the western half of the area. Blue grouse can be found throughout the unit.
Ralnbow trout, broock trout and the unique Bonneville cutthroat trout oceur
in the area's perennial streams. Fisheries alsc occur 1in scme of the high
elevation lakes.

Livestock grazing occurs throughout much of the area except the high
nountain area around Stella and Teresa Lakes. Use amounts to approximately
1,764 AUMs and is shared between portions of five grazing allotments (3
cattle and 2 sheep) during the summer months. Cost-effective management
systems and technigques 1necluding a small amount of fencing and water
developments are employed to improve llvestock distribution and to promote
uniform forage use as directed through approved allotment management plans.
Approximately T1 percent of the range resource is in fair or better
condition.

4 solls inventory has been completed and maps prepared for the area. The
majority of parent material is quartzite or limestone. The headwaters of
several perennial streams extend along the area.
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The western half of the area has high potentizl for beryllium, tungsten,
silver and gold. The east half has low potential. There are no oil and gas
leases. There are 131 miring clazims. Approximately one operating plan is
submitted annually.

The only special uses are those associated with research or environmental
menitoring. A Research Natural Area has been proposed to the northeast of
Mt. Washington. Included are bristlecone plne trees which mey be over 3,000
yYears old. Efforts are directed at protecting this area, including keeping
it isolated from roads and other ilmprovements. No private land is totally
within the propesal.

No facilities are located in the proposal.
Management Erescription

Manage the recommended wilderness area to protect its wilderness
characteristics pending a decision by Congress.

Hilderness: Protect the area to preserve its natural state.
Allow the ecosystems to function without man-caused
interference, except for fire control and mineral
exploration/developrments. Obtain language in
Wilderness Bill to allow existing interpretive
signs at bristlecone interpretive site.

Recreaticn: Manage recreation to be compatible with the
wilderness resource. Maintain existing trails and
construct new trails as needed. Construct a trail
from Wheeler Feak summit to North Fork of Baker
Creel.

Wildlife and Fish: Maintain/improve the quality of aquatic habitats.
Current habitat use by threatened and endangered
species will be maintained and no conflicts from
cther uses will be permitted. Populations of
hunted MIS wlll be maintained at current levels.
All other MIS will be maintained at levels that
exceed requirement for minimum viable populations.

Grazing: Grazing use will be managed to maintain the
wilderness quality of this area and to be
compatible with recreational actlvities.

Mailntenance, reconstruction and construction of new
improvements will follow wilderness management

constraints.
Timber: Allow no harvest.
Soll and Water: Protecting water quality and wmaintaining soil

productivity will have precedence over the use of
other resources.
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Minerals:

Lands:

Allow valid mineral and energy exploration and
development activities on existing claims and
leases while protecting the wilderness resource.

Permit no disturbing uses. A Research HNatural
Area 1s recommended to the northeast of Mt,
Washington; an Establishment Record will be
prepared and submitted to the Reglonal Forester,
Post wilderness boundary at major access points.
Remove Scenic Area designation from the entire
division following wilderness legislation.
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Management Direction, Standards, and Guidelines for the Hristlecone Recommended Wildermess Management Area

MIH
PRACTICES CODE MANAGEMENT DIRECTICN STANDARDS AND GUIDFLINES

RECREATTON

Cultwel Resowrce A01 Examine areas of proposed new Evaluate Mt, Wheeler helicgraph station for

Inventory, Evalua- A02 trail construction, mine explora- possible noamination to National Register.

tion, Assessment, AO03 tion or development areas, or other

Nanination AQY areas of proposed new aurface dis-
turbance and vandalism. Evaluate
and naminate as appropriate.

Use Administration A08 Maintain the travel plan to cmntrol offe Close the Solace Trall #118 and Horse Trail
road vehicle use and provide protection #091 to all motordized use for public safety
for vegetation, soil and other resources.  and to avoid user conflicts.

Trail Construction A11 Canstruct frails ag shovn in the Forest Construct a trail from Wheeler Peak Summit
Action Schedule. to the North Fork of Baker Creek.

Trail System A12 Maintain existing trails to prevent Maintain trails to level 2 standard.

Maintenance resource damage and to provide for

and Operation public safety. Maintain 10 miles of Haticnal Recreation

Trail System. This is a high priority.

WILDERNESS

Wildermess Use B03 Contime to maintain existing permaloy Recommend Janguage in wilderness bill to

Administration slpgns in portions of the proposed wildw~  permit use of exdisting permedoy signs on
ness, Bristleccne Pine Interpretive Trail.

RANGE,

Administration D07 Coordinate management of livestock Enforce grazing closures as outlined in the

and Menagement and recreation use to protect the approved AMP iIn the Jokmson and Baker
wilderness character of the area. Lake areas when livestock use creates

conflicts with recreational experdiences.

TIMEER

Bristlecone EO7 Protect ancient bristlecone pine. Protect bristlecope pine, including remants,

Pine Management fram destruction or removal by

unauthorized persms.
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Menagement Directicn, Standards, and Guidelines for the Bristlecone Recommended Wildermess Meanagement Area

MIH
PRACTTCES C0DE MANAGFMENT DIRECTICN STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES
TIMEER (Cont)
Eristlecone EO7
Pire Management Authorize the artting or disturbance of
bristlecone pine sites only with written
permission of the Regional Forester.
Continue scientific research but don't
allow the cutting of live or dead
bristleccnse pine without written
approval of the Regional Forester.
LANDS
Research
Natural Area Protect the Mt. Washington Bristlecone
Research Natural Area fram disturbance
while it is being considered far
designation and following designation.
Retum the proposed Mt. Washington
Bristlecane Research Natural Area
(RYA) to multiple use management if
it is not designated as a FNA.
FACILITIES
Radio System L35 Maintain radio system in safe and Canduct yearly inspection of Bald
Operation and operable candition. Mamtain repeater.
Maintenance

Reconmend to Congress that variance
be allowed for contimued existence
of repeater an Bald Mountain for
Kational Forest radio system.
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WARD MOUNTAIN MANAGEMENT AREA - 39,797 ACRES

Deseription

The Ward Mountain Management Area is located in the middle of the Egan
Range. The Forest boundary is the management area boundary. The area is
located five miles south of Ely, MNevada. Nearby small towns are: Ruth
and MeGill, Nevada. The area forms a backdrop to U.S. Highways 50, 6 and
93.

The area ranges in elevation from 6,800 feet to 10,936 feet at Ward
Mountain. The terrain is a result of massive uplifting along fault lines in
the Great Basin and Range Province.

This area lies within the Intermountain sagebrush/pinyon-juniper ecosystem.
Pinyon-juniper and mountain brush communities dominate much of the Ilower
slopes with islands of sagebrush-grass types intermixed. The upper slopes
are covered with white fir, Douglas-fir, limber pine, and bristlecone pine.
Aspen stands and sagebrush-grass types also occur at higher elevations.

Acceas to the area 1is provided by numercus primitive roads on the north,
west, and east sides of the area. U.S. Highway 6 intersects the
northwestern corner of the area.

Developed recreation sites include a campground and a picnic area with a
combined capacity of T0,074 PAOT days. These sites are moderately developed
with water, pilt tollets and some site hardening. Developed site use has
been 7,100 RVDs and dispersed site use of 20,700 RVDs. Because the Murray
Summit area is close to the town of Ely, the area 1s a center of winter
recreational activitiles.

A variety of wildlife species inhabit this area. Some are year-long
residents, while others occur only seasonally. The majority of the unit is
used as summer habltat for limited numbers of mule deer. The summer range
is 1in good condition. Mule deer are limited because of lack of watering
areas. No permanent streams are located on the area.

Both sheep and cattle grazing occurs within the area on separate allotments.
These are: East Ward, Terrace, and West Ward. The East and West Ward
allotments are under Improved, intensive management. The Terrace allotment
is under improved, extensive management because of the lack of structural
and nonstructural range improvements.

The Ward Mountain unit is used as a source for pinenuts, Christmas trees,
and fuelwood. The area contains approximately 22,000 acres of pilnyon-
Juniper woodland of which 25 percent 1s accessible and available for
harvest. Approximately 70 percent (280 MBF) of the Ely Ranger District
fuelwood is removed from this unit annually.
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Watershed values on the area are high. The limited amount of live water is
used by the nearby communities of Ruth and Ely for domestic water. The area
also contains the Murray Watershed Project which was constructed to oontrol
runoff and prevent the occasional flooding of Ely whioh occurred in past
years,

There is limited mining activity on the area at present.

Fire potential on this area is high due to lightning occurrence, moderate
human activity, and fuelwood slash from past fuelwood sales. Several fires
have oocurred. Most fires have been relatively small, although an
cccasional fire has had potential to become large such as the Gubler Canyon
burn, which occurred in the late 1950's or early 1960Q's.

There are six special wuses 1In the management area. These I1nclude
powerlines, water transmissions, shelters, road and antenna. There are
1,039 acres of inholdings which do not have a high priority for
consolidation or exchange.

The major administrative site is the Ely Ranger District Office (outside
MA). A small cabin located within the Ward Mountain Campground has been
used as seasonal housing in the past. There are 42 miles of inventorled
Forest roads and 30 miles of uninventoried roads in the area.

Management Prescription

Recreation: Emphasize dispersed recreation except at Ward
Mountain Recreation Site. Install vaulted
bathrooms to correct health and safety problems.
Install new water system i1f Ruth-Kennecott pipeline
is shut off.

Wildlife & Fish: Populations of hunted Management Indicator Speciles
will be maintained at current levels. 211 other
MIS will be maintalned at levels which exceed
viable populations. The quality of big game summer
range will be maintained.

Range: Continue with a quality range program that
optimizes the production and use of forage on all
sultable range to the extent it is cost-effective
and optimizes wildlife habitat for desired speciles.
Range Improvements will be constructed,
reconstructed and maintained.

Control noxious weeds as funding 1levels allow.
Areas now c¢losed to grazing will remain c¢losed.
Predator control will be allowed on grazing
allotments where needed.
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Timber:

Soll and Water:

Minerals:

Protection:

Lands:

Facilities:

Fuelwood sales will continue to be made on the area
as demand and resource potential allow. The
cutting of Christmas trees and the sales of
fuelwood offer potential for improved range and
wildlife habitat. Use of timber stand I1mprovement
funds will be used to improve the quality and
quantity of Christmas trees and improve roads for
better access to avallable fuelwood supplies.
Bristlecone pine will be protected from cutting or
removal except for research and sclentific purposes
as allowed by permit.

Maintain the Murray Watershed to protect the
community of Ely, Nevada from potentially damaging
high runoff. Allow no activities on the Murray
Watershed which would increase erosion or runoff
potential. Thils includes the continued elimination
of 1livestock grazing, no fuelwood collection,
confine motorized use to the designated roads, and
coordination with mining interests to reduce or
eliminate surface impacts.

Mineral proposals will be handled expeditiocusly and
operations will be carried out in an environmental-
ly sound manner. Extra precautions will be taken
on any mining or exploratlion activitlies that may
occur in the Murray Watershed to keep surface
disturbance to a minimumnm,

An appropriate suppression response will be made on
all wildfires. Interagency cooperation will
continue to achieve a cost effective protection
program. Use of prescribed fire will be utilitzed
to improve range and willdlife habitat where
practical.

Existing special uses will be malntalned. New
speclal uses will be allowed 1f proponent shows
that National Forest land is the best location and
no unacceptable impacts occur.

Facllitles required to meet the administrative
needs of the area will be maintained. Renmoval or
addition of some structures may be needed.

Road management will be coordinated with other
activities.
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Manggement Direction, Standards, and Guidelines for the Ward Mountain Monagement Area

MIH

PRACTTCES 4.

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION

STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES

RECREATION

Cuitural Resowce AQ2
Imventory, Evalua=- AO3
tion

Facility and Site A05
Reconstruction

Facility and Site 407

Imventory and evaluate areas of
known sensitivity.

Reconstruet faciiities to meet
health and safety standards and
a3 needed by publlc demand.

Manage developed sites at a
standard level.

Evaluate alternative water sources
for Ward Min. if Kemecott pipeline
is closed,

Supplement inventory in vineinity of Holt
Creek. Properly evaluate all sifes and
verify locations.

Priority for wark:
¥Ward Mountain toliets.

Fallow guddelines in District 084 plans to
maintain capacity listed below:

Capacity
Canpgrovnds PAOT Days
¥ard Momtain 163830
Total 16,830
Capacity
Picnde grounds PAOT Days
Ward Mountain 53,2U4
Total 53,2u4

Evaluate Riepe Spring or Well as an altarna-
tive water source.

Provide Information Services at the Ely
Ranger Station on weekdays.

Provide displays and participate in local events.
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MIH
PRACTICES CODE MANAGFMENT DTRECTION STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES
RECREATION (Cont.)
Cave Mansgement 408 Update and follow approved Cave Donotiswemeentmmepermtsto
Menagement, Plan, spelunkers,
Wamqml:i.f‘:.edSpelminersofmelamds.
Spelmkezsmsthmmctlomtima:ﬂmme
of'cavebefowepemﬂ.tmllbeisand.
BnowageNPSmttogivemeloeatims.
QRV Menagement, l‘bintaintmvelp]antoemtml Ihebimy(hnymwatemhedamaisclmed
of‘.f‘-madveh:i.eleweandpm— tomeeledvehic]m,ameptmads#mo,
vide protection for mmnicipal, Powderhouse, y and Ice Plant
watersheds, Canymmads,toprevmtwabershaddamge.
Trail System A12 Pr'ovideatrailsystenadeqlatef‘or Maintain trails to Level 2.
Maintenance and administmj;or-s,pemitte&,andthe
Operation publiec,
WILILIFE
Impraovements Cou Inprwethecmantityandqmlity Ma:intainmterdevelommtatneadﬁorse‘ab.:h.
Maintenance oftewestrialandaqtat:lcmmtats.
(structural)
RANGE,
Range Resource bo2 Cmplebemngeallotmzanalysis Gmplebemngeamlysismhay(hnymilatashed
Inventory as needed, to Regional standards.
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Management Direction, Standards, and Guidelines for the Ward Momtain Management Area

STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES

MIH
PRACTICES QODE _MANAGFMENT DIRECTTCRY

RANGE (Cont. )

Structural D05 Range structhmral improvements will

Improvements be constructed and maintained to
facilitate proper use of the
range resource,

TIMBER

Jnventory E00 Inventory white fir sites to determine
adaptability to intensive Christmas
tree cultivation,

Timber Stand BE05 Where prectical, use K-V funds to
Tmprovement F06 manage Christmas trees (especially
white fir}.

Tirber Harvest BEO7 Provide for personal uwse Christmms

Administration tree sales.

Provide for comercial Christmes
tree sales.

Redevelop existing pipelines arginating from
Kermecott pipeline if pipeline is abanodoned.

Prepare and offer 1,000 to 2,000 Christmas
trees per year District-wide as per Forest
activity schedule,

Control or discourage the removal of white
fir Christias trees in Sawmill Canyon to
allow this area to regenerate themselves.
These areas will be opened to Christmas tree
removal periodically as supplies becane
available.

Alow no Christras tree cutting within the
Murray Canyon Watershed boundaries.

Design Christmas tree sales to control white
fir invasion of aspen stands.

Limber pine removal will be allowed anly in
specific cases {such as its removal as hazard
trees) and where authorized by special permit
issued by the District Ranger.



Menagement Direction, Standards, and Guidelines for the Ward Mountain Management Area

MIH
PRACTICES OrE MANAGEMBENT DIRECTICH STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES
TIMEBER (cont)
Timber Barvest Provide for persazal use firewcod Open proposed type conversions in pinyon—
Administration Program, Jjuniper to the public for greermood harvest
at least e year prior to project treatment.

Provide for commercial amall fel- No green pinyon pine with a diameter less

wood sales as requested and supplies than 6" will be cut in a designated green

are available. fuelwood cutting area unless authorized by
a permit or tag.

Allow no fuelwood collection or pole cutting
within the Maray Canyon watershed boaurdaries.

Limber pine removal will only be allowed in
specific cases (such as removal as hazard
trees) and where authorized by special
permit issued by the Distriet Ranger.

9/1-Al

Alow no cutting in mowntain mehogany, aspen,
eottorwocd, white fir, and mixed conifer until
after Mgust st of each year to protect nesting
wildlife.

Bristlecone Pine Protect ancient bristlecone pine. Protect bristlecone pine, including remants,
from destruction or removal by unauthorized
Persons.

Authorize the cutting or disturbence of
bristlecone pine sites only with written
permission of the Forest Swervisor.

Contirme scientific research tat don't allow
the cutting of live or dead bristlecone pine
without: written approval of the Forest
Supervisor.
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Management Direction, Standards, and Guidelines for the Ward Mountain Management Area

STANDARDS AND GUTDELTNES

MIH
PRACTICES O MANAGFMENT DIRECITON

TIMBER (cont)

Bristlecane Pine Prepare and offer commercial pinemit
sales as crop allows.
Maintain traditional pinemut gathering
areas.

S0IL & WATER

Inventory FO1 Upadate hydrologic analysis an the
Murray Canyon mmicipal watershed.

Land Exchange J

Maintain and protect the mmicipal
watershed.

Contime cooperative efforts with
Federal and city water agencies.

Maintain flood control structures
improvements in the Murray Canyon
Mmicipal Watershed.

Purchase of land for National Forest
status from willing sellers, using
funds froam the Nevada Recelpts Act.

Consider Ward Mamtain off limits to commer-
cial pinert harvesters when yearly supplies
are limited.

Enforce off-road vehicle closures in Marrray
Canyon watershed for protection of sall and
water resources.

Contimue to exelude livestock from
the Meray Canyon Mmicipal Watershed.



WHITE PINE MANAGEMENT AREA - 344,675 ACRES

Description

The White Pine Management Area lies approximately 50 miles west of Ely in
east-central Nevada, in White Pine and Mye Counties. The high peaks of the
White Pine Range, reaching over 11,000 feet -elevation, and adjacent
foothills run generally north-south for 40 miles. The area lies within the
Basin and Range physiographic province and is bounded by Railroad Valley to
the west and by Jakes and White River Valleys to the east. Bccess is
provided primarily by U.S. Highway 50 from the north and Highway 6 from the
east and south.

The terrain is a result of water and volcanic deposited sediments, Ilater
uplifted into fault-block mountain ranges. Soils have moderate erosion
potential and serious erosion problems cccur in several riparian areas.

This area lies within the intermountain sagebrush/ponderosa pine ecosystem.
Pinyon pine and juniper dominate the lower slopes and white fir, limber pine
and bristlecone pine cccupy the upper elevations.

Yearlong dispersed recreation focuses on hunting, fishing, camping and
exploring historic mining camps. Developed recreation areas are provided at
White River and Currant Creek. There are approximately 5 miles of trails in
poor condition which receive light use.

The northern portion of the area contalns widespread historie resources
associated with the concentration of the ¢ld mining camps 1in the area.
Prehistoric sites are found throughout the area; only a few have been
recorded. !

The area contains important mule deer summer range, migratory routes and
some winter range. Mule deer range is in satisfactory condition with stable
and downward trends. Portions of the area are important to upland game
species, particularly sage grouse strutting grounds and summer habitat. The
unit provides habitat for Nevada's northern most population of desert
bighorn sheep. Three streams contain fishable quantities of game fish.

The area is intensively managed to produce forage for cattle on six
allotments. Most of the range resource is in poor or fair condition with a
static trend. Approximately one-quarter of the total forage is provided by
revegetated areas. Range development activities have been concentrated on
this area; a large number of fence, pipeline and revegetation projects have
been completed.

4 227,000 acre wild horse territory has been designated on the western half
of the area and is managed according to an approved management plan. Use by
wild horses is on the increase. Roundups to maintain the horse population
at prescribed levels have been completed and more are planned for the
future.

Timber products, including pinenuts, fuelwood, posts and poles, are
harvested on a limited basis. '
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The area 1s a locally important watershed for the communities of Preston,
Lund and Currant as well as for several ranches which depend on water for
irrigation from the four perennial streams. Illipah BReservoir, which
impounds water originating on the unit, has recently been expanded to
increase recreational fishing opportunities.

Exploration for hardrock minerals has been intensive in several areas with
high potential for gold, silver, molybdenum and tungsten. Over 4,000 mining
claims have been staked on the area. The White Pine Management Area has the
largest amount of o0ill and gas leasing and exploration activity of all the
management areas. Over 230,000 acres are under oil and gas leases and
preliminary exploration for oil and gas occurs frequently.

Fire potential in this area is high due to lightning occurrence, although no
major fires have started recently. Twenty-one wildfires were recorded
between 1970 and 1980, all caused by lightning strikes.

About 4,994 acres of private land are within the National Forest boundary in
this management area. Most of this private land is patented mining claims
which have created a land line location problem in the northern part of the
area. A Research Natural Area has been proposed on White Pine Peak.
Efforts will be directed at protecting the area. About 30 special use
permits have been issued for commnications, water and energy transmission
and mining related improvements.

During the wilderness -evaluation process (RARE II) nine areas were
identified as roadless; none were recommended for wllderness or further
study.

Managepent Preseription

Recreation: Developed and dispersed recreation will be managed
at a less than standard (RSM) level. Cleanup of
dispersed areas will occur only as part of other
Jjobs.

Wildlife: Populations of hunted Management Indicator Speciles
(MIS) will be maintained at current levels. All
other MIS will be maintained at levels which exceed
minimum viable populations. Quality of aquatic
babitats and big game winter range will be
maintalined. Begin study of desert bighorn sheep
habitat for possible future designation to desert
bighorn sheep range, with special management
emphasis for this species.

Range: Maintain an active range program that is compatible
with other resource uses. (Cost-effective manage-
ment systems and techniques are emphasized to
achieve optimal production and use of forage on all
suitable range and to improve the range resouce.
Maintenance and reconstruction of existing improve-
ments and construction of new Improvements
including nonstructural improvements will continue
with close adherence to allotment management plans.
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Timber:

Watershed:

Minerals:

Lands:

Special Uses:

Faocilities:

Protection:

Noxious weed control efforts will continue
following environmental regulations and
restrictions.

Wild horse numbers will c¢ontinue to be controlled
according to the approved management plan.

Harvest of fuelwood will slightly increase.
Fuelwood will be managed to improve range and
willdlife habitat as opportunities arise.

A1l activities will be constrained as necessary to
protect water quality and maintain soil
productivity.

Mineral operating plans and acres leased for oil
and gas will increase slightly. Mineral proposals
will be handled expeditiously and operations will
be carried out in an environmentally sound manner.

4 Research Natural Area on White Pine Pesk is
recommended ; an Establishment Record will be
prepared and submitted to the Regional Forester.

Utilities may be constructed in suitable corridors.
Special uses will be properly maintained.

Buildings and administrative sites not needed will
be eliminated. Substandard facilities will be
reconstructed and other facilities will  be
maintained.

An appropriate suppression response will be made on
all wildfires. Interagency cooperation will
continue %o achleve a cost-effective protection
program. Use of prescribed fire will be limited to
range and wildlife habitat lmprovements.
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Menagement Direction, Standards, and Guidelines for the White Pine Menagement Area

STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES

MIH

PRACTICES CODE. MANAGPMENT DIRECTION
RECREATION
Cultural Resource AD1 Inventory and evaluate known sensi-
Inventory, Evalu- 202 tive areas. Namnate and protect as
ation, Nomination, AO3 appropriate. Develop plans to
Protection, En- A0l address menagement alternatives.
kencement,
Plaming
A5 and YO 202 Maintain the amount of ROS
Management Serd ~Primd tive Non-Motorized areas.
Facility and AT Menage developed sites at a
Site Management standard level.

Historic resourcees associated with the
Hamiiton and Treasure Hill area will be
evaluated for nomination to the Histordc
Register. Develcop plan to akiress inter-
pretive potential.

Caplete Inventory and evaluvation of Belwmont
Mill and Mine. Namnate and protect as appro-
priate. Develop plan to address interrretive
apportunities.

Caplete inventory and evaluation of Cirrent
Mt. Wickdup Site. Naminate and protect.

Inventory and evaluate Plioche Stage Stop end
associated elaments., Nominate and protect

as necessary,

Supplement inventory in Ellison locality.
Fully evaluate all sites.

Allow no permanent reads except for
mineral production.

Fallow guidelines in District O8M Plans
o maintain capacities liated below:

Camperounds Capacity PAOT Days

White River 5,480
Current Creek 5,35

Total PACT Days 10,835
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Management Direction, Standards, and Guidelines for the White Pine Management Area

MIH
PRACTICES OOnE

MANAGRMENT DIRECTTCN

STANDARDS AND GUITELINES

RECREATION (Cont.)
Cave Management A08

Update and follow approved Cave
Management Plan.

Do not issue cave entrance permits to inex-
perienced spelunkers.,

Warn qualified spelunkers of cave hazards.

Spelunkers must knod exaect location and neme
of cave befare permit will be issued.

Eneourage NPS not to give cave locations.

Trail System A12 Provide a trail system adequate for Maintain trails to Level 2.
Maintenance and administrators, permittees, and the
Operation publie,
WILILIFE & FISH
Bighorn Sheep C01 Cooperate with the Nevada Department Allow supplemental trensplants of desert
Management of Wildlife (NDOW) in menaging bighorn sheep.
wildlife,
Marage desert bighorn sheep winter Design ferces in bighorn sheep areas to
and sumer range. minimize impasts to bighorn sheep.
Work with NDOW to establish a study of desert
bighorn sheep habitat needs.
RANGE
Range Resource D01 FReduce conflicts betwestt livestock Generally defer livestock use of fenced meadows
Plaming and wildlife. until August 15 of each year to minimize impacts

to grouse brood habitat. Specific direction will
cutlined in the ammal plan of use.

Range Administra- DO7 Manage wild horses in accordance
tion with the approved Monte Cristo
Territory plan.

Coordinate wild horse population control with
HM and state agencies.
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Management Direction, Standards, and Guidelines for the White Pine Menagsment Area

MANAGFMENT DIRECTION

STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES

Inventory white fir aites to determine

adaptability to intensive Christmas
tree cultivation,

Where prectical, use K-V furks to
menage Christwas trees (especially
vihite fir) to create forest
Plantations on selected sites.

Provide for comercial Christmas

MIH
PRACTICES CODR
TRMER
Inventory EO0D
Timber Stand E05
Improvement. E06
Timber Harvest EO7
Administration tree sales.

Frovide far personal use Cristzas
tree sales.

Harvest green firewood In a marmer
that results in natural regencra=-
tion of the stand where type con-
veraion is not desired.

Provide posts and poles as request-
ed and as supply werrants.

Prepare and offer 1,000 to 2,000 Christmes
trees per year District-wide as per Forest
activity schedule.

Encourage noncamercial or individual users
to utilize remote sources of white fir
Christmas trees.

Design Chrdstmas tree sales to control white
fir invasion of aspen stands.

Allow no cutting of live ponderosa pine unless
it poses a hazard to life ar property.

No green pinyon~pine with a dizmeter of less
than 6 inches will be cut in a designated green
fuelwoed cutting area unless authorized by a
special permit or tag.

Allow no cutting of live or standing dead
pondercsa pine inless it poses a hazard to
life or property.
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Menagement Direction, Standards, and Guidelines for the White Pine Menagement Area

MIH
PRACTICES QE MANAGRMENT DTRECTICN STADARDS AND GUITFLINES
TIMEER (Cont.)
Tinber Harvest Alow no autiing in the momtain mehogany,
Administration aspen, cotbarwood, white fir, and mixed coni-
(Cent.)

PBristlecane Pine  EO7 Protect ancient bristlecane pine.

Menagement

LANDS
land foquisition  J15

Natural Area

Prepare and offer camercial pinert
aales.

Maintain traditional pinemut gathering
areas.

Purchase land for National Forest
fram willing sellers, using funds
fran the Nevada Receipts fet.

Protect the White Pine Research
Natural Area fram disturbance

while it is being considered for
designation and following designation,
Return the proposed White Pine Research

Batural Area to miltiple use mansgement
if it 1s not dezignated as a RNA.

fer until after Mugust 1st of each year to
protect nesting wildlife.

Avoid excessive removal of plnym trees from
the Secret Springs and Currant Creek areas
because of their pinemit producing potential.

Protect bristlecone pine, Including rements,
from destruetion or removal authorized by
persons.

Asthorize the disturbance of bristlecone pine
sites only with written peymission of the Forest
&mum.

Contime scientific research but don't allow
the cutting of live or dead bristlecane without
written approval of the Forest Superviscor.



QUINN MANAGEMENT AREA -~ 165,460 ACRES

Pescription

The Quinn Division Management Area is comprised of all the area on the Quinn
Division of the Ely Ranger Disirict not included in the Grant Wilderness
proposal. It is located approximately 70 ailr miles from Ely, Nevada in Nye
and Lincoln Counties, Nevada. The north/south oriented Quinn Canyon Range
is located in the south half of the management area. Hailrcad Valley flanks
the west side and Garden Valley the east side of the area.

Rock types include Paleozolc sediments and Tertiary intrusives.

Many rildges and side drainages extend east and west from the main
ridgeline. Drainages are long and narrow and have large watershed basins
that collect and concentrate snowmelt and summer rainfall into narrow "U"
shaped canyons. Pinyon and Juniper trees, sagebrush, white fir, aspen, and
mahongany blend to form natural shaped mosaics. The lower elevatlions are
dominated by pinyon and juniper trees; the upper elevations by sagebrush.
Limber pine and bristlecone pine can be found along the crest. Elevations
in the management area range from 6,000 feet along the bench to over 10,000
feet along the crest.

Hunting, fishing, c¢amping, and hiking are the dominant recreation uses of
the area. There are no developed recreation sites in the area.
Approximately 3,500 recreational visitor days (RVD) are spent in the area
each year. Most of the recreational use is along Cherry Creek and Pine
Creek. Approximately 40 miles of poor condition trails receive light use.
Some significant archaeological finds have been located in the management
area.

Mule deer and desert bighorn sheep utilize portions of this management area
for summer and winter range. Key desert bighorn winter range is found in
the northwest part of the management area and key mule deer winter range 1is
found in the northeast part of the management area. Mountain 1liomns,
coyotes, and bobcats are common. Blue grouse can be found at high
elevations near Timber Mountain and chukar along the benchlands. Many non-
game wildlife specles live in the area. Pine Creek, Cottonwood Creek,
Cherry Creek and Troy Creek support populations of trout. Riparian
vegetation provides key habitat for many species of game and non-game
animals.

Livestock grazing occurs throughout this management area. Approximately
3,200 animal unit months (AUM) are permitted on four summer cattle
allotments and one winter sheep allotment; one allotment is vacant. Three
cattle allotments are managed extensively, one Intensively, and the sheep
allotment 1is managed so that some cattle wuse the allotment. Suitable
livestoek grazing range is very limited in the management area. 4 history
of poor livestock management and a lack of control over boundaries has
resulted in poor range condition throughout mmch of the area. The Quinn
Canyon Wild Horse Teritory located along the western boundary of the
management area supports an estimated 12 to 15 horses.
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The Quinn Division Management Area 1s an important source of pinenuts.
Potentially, the area c¢culd be an important source of Christmas trees,
fuelwood, and to a lesser degree, posts. The Quinn Division is removed from
most communities and has received minimal use. The area contains
approximately 80 MBF of fuelwood with most of it located in the southern
portion of the area. Approximately 15 percent of the woodland is considered
accessible and avallable for harvest. Approximately 4§ MBF of fuelwood has
been harvested annually in recent years.

Watersheds within this area provide water for four farms, seven perennial
streams, springs, and underground aquifers. The main source of water is
from winter storms. Little potential exlsts for watershed improvement due
to the high cost per benefit gained.

The Quinn area has a high potential for production of fluorspar, gold,
silver, mercury, and molybdenum. Although oil and gas potential 1s
considered low, several high producing oil wells are located five miles from
the northeast corner of the management area. Over 1,000 mining claims are
held in the area. Prospecting i1s ongoing, but no producing mines are in
operation.

Fires have played a small role in shaping the structure of the vegetative
community in this area. Most fires are started by lightning. The largest
fire during the decade of the seventies was 200 acres in 1972. The area's
climate is hot and dry during the summer, but fuel is scattered and discon~
tinuous, thus hampering the spread of fire except under ideal conditions.

Private land, mainly patented mining claims, within the bounds of this
management area totals 542 acres. Some mining roads have been constructed
through the years to service past prcducing mines and conduct assessment or
exploration work. There are eight special uses in the management area.

Two administrative sites are located in the management area. Cherry C(Creek
Guard Station 1is the primary use site; Cottonwood Guard Station consists
mainly of one cabin. There are T3 miles of inventoried and 40 miles of
uninventoried Forest roads in the Quinn Canyon management area.

Management Prescription

Recreation: Dispersed recreation will be managed at a less than
standard level. Clean-up of dispersed areas will
occur only as part of other Jobs.

Wildlife and Fish: The quality of aquatic habitats will be maintained.
Big game winter pranges will ©be maintained at
current production levels. Populations of hunted
MIS will be maintained at current levels. All
other MIS will be maintalned at levels that exceed
requirements for minimum viable populatlons.

Range: Adjustments in permitted livestock numbers are

anticipated on this area. Populations of sensitive
plant species will be maintained.
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Timber:

Water:

Minerals:

Protection:

Lands:

Facilities:

Maintain an active range program that is compatible
with other resource uses. Cost effective
management systems and techniques are emphasized to
achieve optimal precduction and use of forage on all
suitable range and to improve the range resource.
Maintenance and reconstruction of existing
improvements and construction of new improvements
including nonstructural improvements will continue
with close adherence to allotment management plans.
Noxious  weed control efforts will continue
following environmental regulations and
restrictions.

Wild horses will be managed to prevent expansion of
the herd outside of the habitat's capabilities.

Fuelwood and Christmas tree harvests will be
increased to meet increased demands, I1mprove range
and wildlife habitat, reduce fire hazard, and
control the spread of insects and disease.
Pinenuts will be harvested when avallable.
Ponderosa pine and bristlecone pine will be
protected for research or scenic purposes.

Manage and improve water quality and soll
conservation through proper rarnge management
practices. All activities will be conatrained as
necessary to protect water quality and maintain
so0il productivity.

Mineral propesals will be handled expeditiously and
operations will be carried out in an
envirpnmentally sound manner.

An approprlate suppression response will be made on
all wildfires. Use of prescribed fire will be
limited to range and wildlife habitat improvements.

Continue existing special uses. Allow new special
uses If proponent shows National Forest land to be
the best location and no unacceptable lmpacts occur

The Cherry Creek Guard Station will be meintained
at its present siza. The Cottonwocd Guard Station
will be maintalned as required. Coordinate road
management with all other activities.
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Memapement Direction, Stendards, and Guidelines for the Quirm Memagement Area

MIH
PRACTICES CODE

MANAGRMENT DIRECTICN

HECHEATION

Cultural Resource A0t
Irventory, Evalua— AD2
tion, Nemination, AO3
Protection, A4
FPlarning

RS Management AG2

Cave Management

WILDLIFE & FISH
Surveys, Plaming, CO1

Monitordng,
Cooperation,
and Admiminstra

STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES

Inventory and evaluate knownt sensi-
tive areas. Naminzte and protect
as appropriate. Develop plans to
address menagement altermatives,

Vaintain the amount, of RS
Semi-Primitive Nen-Motordzed

Update and follow approved Cave
Management Flan,

Cooperate with NDOW in managing
wildlife.

Memage desert bighorn sheep
sumer and winter range.

Inventory and evaluate Quirn Springs Stage
Stop and assoclated elements. Nominate and
g:ntectasneeemy. Develop memnagement

Supplement inventory in Cherry Creek Summit,

Black Spring, Pire Creek, and Little Cherry
Creck. Fully evaluate sites.

Allew no pervenent roads except for mineral
production,

Do oot isspe cave entrance permits to
inexperdenced spelunkers.

Wam qualified spelunkers of cave hazards.

Spelunkers mist know exact location and
name of cave before permit will be issued.

Encourage NPS not to give cave locatims.

Allow supplemental transplants of desert big-
hormn sheep as needed.

Work with NDOW to develop a desert bighorn
sheep management plan.

Protect key desert bighorn sheep winter habi-
tat in Irwin and Troy Canymns and Little
Meadows,

Design fences in bighamn sheep area to minimize
impacts on bighorn sheep.
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Menagement, Directdon, Standards, and Guidelines for the Quinn Mamagement Areas

PRACTICES

MIH

L0108

MANAGRMENT DIRECTICN

STANDAFDS AND GUIDELINES

WILDLTFE & FISH (Cont.)

Improvement
Maintenance
(Structural)

RANGE
Administration
and Management

Tirber Stand

Timber Harvest
Admdnistration

CO4 Improve the quentity and quality of

88

terrestrial and riparian habitats.

Manage wild horses in accordance
with the proposed Quinn Wild
Horse Territory plan,

Inventory white fir sites to
determine adaptability to
Intensive Christmes tree
cultivation,

Use X~V finds to menage Christmas
trees (especially white fir) to
create forest plantations on
selected areas.

Provide for peramal use Christmas
tree sales.

Provide far commercial Christmas
tree sales.

Maintain water developments at Timber Spring
and Sumer Spring.

Coordimte wild horse population contral with
HM and State sgencies.

Adjust boundaries of the wild horse terris
tory where insufficient docvmentaicn or
actual use and poor range condition indicate
a need to alter boundardies far best manage-
as cutlined in the proposed Quirm Territory
plan,

Design Christmas tree sales to cantral white
fir invasion of aspen stands.

Encourage nconcommercial or individuwal users to
utilize remote sources of white fir Christmas
trees,

Prepere and offer 1000 to 2000 Christmas trees
District-wide as per Forest Activity Schedule.
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Management Direction, Standards, and Guidelines for the Quinn Menagement Area.

FRACTICES

MH
0.3 3 MANAGFMENT DIRECTION

TIMER (Cont.)
Timber Barvest
Administration

STANDARDS 4D GUIDELINES

Harvest green firewood in a mrmer
that results in natwral regeteration
of the stand where type conversion
is not desired.

Provide post and poles as requested
and as supply warrants

Degign Christmas tree sales to contral while
fir invasion of aspen stamds.

Limber pine cutting will only be allowed in
specific cases (such as its removal as
hazard trees) where authorized by special
permit issved by the Distrdct Ranger.

Mlow no cutting of live or standing dead
pondercsa pine wiless it poses a hazard to
lif'e of property.

No green pinyon pine with a diameter less
than 6 inches will be cut in a designated
green fuelwood cutting area unless authorized
by permit or tag.

Limber pine removal will only be allowed in

specific cases such as its removal as hazard
trees) and where authorized by special permit
issued by the District Ranger.

Allow no cutting of cliffrose an the Scofield
bench except for fire control purposes or to
stimilate leader growth.

Avaid excessive removal of pinyon trees fram
Quirn Canymm, Pine Creck and Cherry Creek area
because of their pinemit producing potential.

Allow no cutting of womntain mehogany, aspen,
cottomsiood, white fire, and mixed conifer until

after Augnst 1 of each year to protect nesting
wildiife,
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Management Direction, Standards, and Guidelines for the Quinn Management Area

PRACTTCES

MIH

COLE

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION

STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES

TIMBER {Cont.)
Bristlecone

Tirber Harvest

ECT Protect ancient bristlecone pine.

J15

Prepare ard offer camercial
pinemit sales as crop allows.

Maintain treditional pinemst
gathering areas.

Purchase land for Natianal Forest
status from willing sellers, uaing
furds fran the Nevada Receipts Act.

Protect bristlecone pine, including remants,
from destruction or removal wnless authordized
in writing by the Forest Supervisor,

Authorize the distrubance of bristlecone pine
Sites anly with written permission of the
Forest Supervisor.

Contine scientific research but den't allow the
cutting of 1live or dead bristlecone pine without
wWritten approval of the Farest Supervisar,



GRANT RECOMMENDED WILDERNESS MANAGEMENT
AREA - 43,100 ACRES

Description

The Grant Recommended Wilderneas Area is located approximately B0 air miles
southwest of Ely, in Nye County, Nevada. The management area is entirely
within the Grant Mountain Range and is bordered on the east by Garden Valley
and on the west by Railroad Valley.

An exceptional attribute of this area 1s the opportunity for sclitude and
isolation. The highest point within the area's north/south oriented
mountain range is Troy Peak at 11,298 feet.

Paleozole sediments, Mesozolc granitic intrusives, and Tertiary volcanics
can be found within the area.

Timber Mountain bounds the north end of the area and Cherry Creek drainage
servesa as the boundary for the south end. Many side ridges and drainages
spur east and west from the main drainage.

The vast majority of this area is covered by pinyon and Juniper. Stands of
white fir, mountain mahogany, aspen, and an occasional ponderosa pine
comprise areas of the mountain. Bristlecone pine and limber pine grow along
the crest of the range pnear Troy Peak. Barren rock outcrops create a visual
contrast to the vegetative cover.

Hunting, hiking, photography and wildlife viewing are the major activities
recreationists pursue in this area. Annual recreation use is estimated to
be 300 recreational visitor days (RVDs). Approximately seven miles of poor
condition trails exist at lower elevations.

& variety of wildlife including mammals, birds, reptiles, and amphibians
inhabit this area. Mule deer and desert bighorn sheep summer at the higher
elevations of the area around Troy Peak. Many other nongame wildlife
species live in the area.

Livestock grazing occure on an extremely 1limited basis within this
management area due to the lack of water and forage and because of steep,
inaccessible areas. The mpanagement area lies within two summer cattle
allotments, one winter sheep allotment and one vacant allotment. The area
provides very few (less than 200 AUMs) animal unit months for grazing. The
Quinn Canyon Wild Horse Territory lnoludes the bench on the west side of
this area; bowever, no horses have been sighted within the Grant Range
vwilderness proposal.

Timber resources produced within the area include pinenuts, posts, firewood,
and Christmas trees. The area has a very marginal potential for significant
production of these resources since limited accessibility prevents cost-
effective utilization of the products.

Very 1little water is released from this ares. Troy Creek is the only

perennial stream headwatered within the management area. Springs within and
below the area are fed by water collected in this management area.
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Mineral potential is rated as high in the north and south ends of the
nmanagement area and low throughout the central portion. Minerals that are
considered to have high potential for development are gold, silver, lead,
and fluorspar.

Fire activity i1s 1ight in this area. Fires are primarily ignited by
lightning. Dry weather, c¢ommon in this area, combined with rough, steep,
inaccessible country increases the potential for large fires. The Bordoll
fire in 1977 burned 1600 acres.

There are no private lands, special uses, or facilities within this area.

Management Prescription

Manage the recommended wilderness to protect its wllderness characteristics
pending a decision by Congress:

¥Vilderness: Protect the area to preserve its natural state.
Allow the ecosystem to function without man-cauaed
interference, except for fire control and mineral
exploration/development. Place sligns at major
access points.

Recreation: Manage recreation to be compatible with the
wilderness resource. Develop new ftrails as <they
are needed and identified to enhance dispersed
recreation use.

Wildlife and Fish: Manage wildlife using methods compatible with
wilderness resources. Desert bighorn sheep winter
range will be maintained at current production
levels. Populations of hunted MIS will be
maintained at current levels. Begin study of desert
bighorn sheep hebitat for possible future
designation to desert bighorn sheep range with
special management emphasis for this speciles.

Range: Manage 1livestock to be compatible with wilderness
resources and Desert bighorn needs.

Timber: No woodland products will be harvested.

Soil and Water: Manage to maintain or improve water quality and
soil productivity.

Minerals: Manage minerals resources to prevent impacts to the
wilderness character. Development of existing

mineral resources will be accomplished using
methods that will not impair wilderness character.
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Protection: An appropriate suppression response will be made on
all wildfires.

lLands and Facllities: Allow no surface disturbing uses.
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Management Direction, Standards, and Guidelines for the Grant Recommended Wildermess Management Area

MH
PRACTICES COIE MANAGEMENT DIRECTION STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES

RECREATICN

Trail System A12 Maintain existing trails to prevent Maintain trails to level 2 standard.

Maintenance and resource demage and to provide for

Operation public safety.

WILTLIFE

Surveys, Plamning, C01 Cooperate with NDOW in managing Allow aupplemental transplents of bighorm sheep

Prescriptions, bighorn sheep, as needed.

Mardtoring,

Cooperation, and Menage key desert bighoem sheep Work with NDOW to establish a study of desert

MAdministration winter range. bighorn sheep habitat needs.
Design fences In bighorn sheep areas to minimize
impacts on bighom sheep.

RANGE

Administration DO7 Manage wild horses to protect Maintain wild horse populations at proper

and Menagement the wildemess characteristics. levels to protect range condition and wilder-
ress characteristics. Follow direction in
proposed Quinm Wild Horse Territory Plan.

TIMEER

Eristlecone EO7 Probect ancient bristleccne pine. Protect bristlecene pine, including remants,

Pine Mnagement fram destruction ar removal by unauthordized

persons.

Authordize the cutting ar disturbance of
bristlecone pine sites only with wrritten
permissicn of the Reglaml Forester,

Mlow scientific research but don't allow the
cutting of live or dead bristlecone pine
without written spproval of the Regional
Forester.



SANTA ROSA MANAGEMENT AREA ~ 268,493 ACRES

Deseription

The Santa Rosa Management Area encompasses the entire Santa Rosa Ranger
District. The area is an 1scolated division of the Humboldt National Forest
and 1s located in the eastern one-third of Humboldt County in northwestern
Nevada. Rational Forest administered lands begin approximately twenty six
miles north of Winnemucca and extend north over forty miles to the MNevada/
Oregon state line.

The southern half of the management area i1s steep and rugged, with roads up
to the National Forest boundary, but little vehicle access onto the Forest.
Granite, Santa Rosa, Paradise and Singas peaks are all over 9,400 feet above
sea level. These peaks form a backbone which drops abruptly, through steep
canyons to the valley floors on elther side of the Forest to an elevation of
1,500 feet. North of Granite Peak the backbone eaffect of the southern
portion 1s less dominant, giving way to the broad but rugged river basins
and head waters of Martln Creek, North Fork of the Little Humboldt River and
Quinn River.

The management area is basically a massive complex of alternmating rhyolite
and basaltic flows with a granitic intrusion through the scuthwestern
portion.

Stream channels are generally lined with willows and aspen. Lower slopes
are sagebrush. Some slopes become a mix of sagebrush with snowberry on
moist sites and bitterbrush and serviceberry on dryer sties. High moist
slopes support pockets of aspen above 6,000 feet. Dry rocky ridges support
curlleaf mountain mahogany and the higherst exposed ridges support some
limber pine. There is no pinyon-juniper type on the management area. Wild
flowers are abundant.

There are currently 13 grazing allotments on the management area with a
total of about 53,000 AUMs. All allotments are presently cattle allotments,
managed according to approved allotment management plans, except for the
Eight Mile Allotment, whioh is closed to grazing. Livestock grazing will
continue to be the major emphasis on the Santa Rosa Management Area.
Approximately 75 percent of the suitable range is in fair or better
condition. Continued range improvement projects will be necessary to
malntaln and increase the number of acres of rangeland in fair or better
condition.

There 1is currently one developed campground that has a capacity of 14,145
PADT days. It 4is used mostly on weekends and during hunting season.
Dispersed recreation is increasing annually. There are an estimated 6,000
visitor days per year. There is a tract of three recreation residences
located along Road Creek. Principal dispersed recreation activities are
sightseeing, fishing, bhunting, camping, plcnicking and snowmobiling. The
Indian Creek -~ Canyon Creek road corridor lies in an area of natural beauty
and is managed to preserve its scenic qualities.
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Wildlife is a significant resource of the management area, both culturally
and economically. There is a wide varilety of game and nongame wildlife
species 1in the management area. The management area contains critical
summer/fall range for mule deer which are one of the important big game
species in the area.

Antelope are another important big game species on the management area. The
present estimated population of antelope 1s about 200 animals. The primary
antelope summer range includes the lower portions of the Quinn River, Wild
Bill, North Fork, Martin Basin and Buttermilk allotments. Habitat is
primarily low sagebrush and Wyoming big sagebrush.

Mountain 1lion populations have increased. This increase is reflected 1in
harvest data collected over the last few years.

Sage grouse 1nhabit approximately two-thirds of the management area. The
major strutting grounds are located on the northeastern part of the area.
Chukar and Bungarian partridge inhabit most of the management area. Good
chukar hunting has been the rule over the past several years. Quail are
also present on the management area. There are plans to introduce sharp=-
talled grouse in the near future.

California bighorn sheep were reintroduced on the Santa Rosa District in
Eight Mile Canyon in 1978. The population has grown from 12 to 35 sheep in
1984, There are plans for another transplant in the Sawtooth Mountain area
in the near future.

There are also numerous specles of nongame mammels and birds throughout the
management area.

dpproximately 7T0 miles of fishable streams are scattered throughout the
area. DBrook, rainbow, brown and the threatened Lahontan cutthroat trout are
prevalent specles. There has been c¢onsiderable loss of the fish habitat due
to recent flooding. Efforts are being made to improve fish habitat.

The only timber rescurce on the management area is a small amcunt of aspen
taken for firewood.

Water is an important resource of the management area. Nearly all resource
development in the Santa Rosa Range and in the adjacent valleys 1s dependent
upon the approximately 120,000 acre-~feet of water that flows from this
important watershed. Watershed conditions are relatively stable except for
several drainages where land slumps and flooding during the springs of 1082
and 1983 caused considerable stream and adjacent riparian area damage.
Water quality on the area 1is considered to be good.

Water rights applications are currently being flled on developed springs to
comply with State water law. Future applications will be applied for on
instream flows to protect stream channel stability and fish and willdlife
habitat.

There is only one oll and gas lease on the area; interest in these resources

is increasing throughout the area. Mineral prospecting and exploration
activity are increasing.
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There are approximately 30,146 acres of private property within the Naticnal
Forest boundary. Currently landowners have shown interest in consolidating
private inholdings within the National Forest boundary. There are also
roads through private land that we do not have a ROW on. One private
landowner has proposed several possible exchanges, mosatly in the Dutch John
Creek area.

There are only six special use permits on the management area.

There are four administrative sites on or in the vicinity of the management
area. These are:

Laca Camp {not withdrawn)
Lamance (withdrawn, cancelled)
Martin Creek

Paradise Valley

Wildfire is a common occurrence on the management area. Both man-caused and
lightning fires occur about equally. There are, on the average, over two
wildfires per year. About one fourth of the fires are larger than 300 acres
They are grass and brush flres and are usually controlled after the [fiprst
burning period. Access for fire suppression is poor. Between 1970 and
1980, 16 fires were recorded. Nine of these fires were man-caused and the
remaining seven were lightning strikes. This represents the only management
area where man-caused fires exceed lightning strikes. The largest fires
occurred in 1971, 1972 and 1974. They burned 6,000, 1,600 and 2,950 acres
respectively. Below normal 1level precipitation in the form of rain and
snow, and above average temperatures may have been responsible for the fires
reaching these sizes. Historically, it i= common for two to three wildfires
in these zize classes to occur within a five-year period. These fires tend
to occur on the western and southern portions of the management area.

Prescribed fire has been and is currently a significant tool for range
improvement on the management area.

There are approximately 190 miles of roads and 89 miles of trails on this
area. The primary access road through the area is the Canyon Creek and
Indian Creek road. Many of the roads are secondary roads, receiving little
use. Most trails are not maintained and they receive little use except for
livestock operators and hunters. Some of the heavier used trails have been
lost due to the recent flooding. There 1s some ORV use at present; but
little damage results from this activity.

The management area has three potential historic sites. National, Buckskin
and Spring City are o¢ld mining districts. There are also several
archaeological sites.

Mapagement Prescpriptjon

Recreation: Existing developed sites will be improved and main-
tained. Dispersed recreation will be emphasized on
the remainder of the District. Trailhead
facllities will be constructed as funds becone
avallable.
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Wildlife & Fish:

Range:

Timber:

Water & Soil:

Lands:

Special Uses:

Faclllitles:

Protection:

Habitat will be maintained with emphasis on 1m~
provement of key habitat such as winter range,
fawning and broodlng areas. The management
indicator specles will be used to monitor habitat
conditions and trend. Big game summer ranges will
be considered when planning for other resources.
Sensitive, threatened and endangered specles
habitats will be managed 80 as to stabilize or
increase thelr populations to a level that waill
lead to their delisting.

Range improvements wlll be maintained, constructed
and reconstructed, as provided for in the
individual allotment management plans. Livestock
grazing will continue on the 12 allotments
currently under management. Noxious weed control
will continue.

The ecurrent timber resource base, consisting of
aspen, will continue to be managed as a source of
personal flirewocod use.

Maintain water quality and soil productivity.
Management activities of all resources mst
maintain or enhance s0il and water resources and
comply wlth applicable laws and regulations. g0il
and water proJects will emphasize protection,
disturbed area reclamation, emergency burn
rehabilitation, and increasing water yield and soil
productivity. Such projects will be multifinanced.
Water rights filings will be made as required by
state law.

Land exchanges, acqulsitions and rights-of-ways
will be used to provide public access and block up
land for more efficlent management.

Hydro-electriec power development, water and power
transmission lines and other special use facilities
will be allowed.

Forest Service adminilstrative facilities will be
maintained and new facllities constructed as
needed. 0ld facilitles possessing no historic or
administrative value will be removed or dilsposed
of.

The 1level of fire protection will be commensurate

with the value of the resources and facillties
being protected.
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Minerals: Coordinate mineral exploration, leasing, and
development with other resources. Focus will be on
maintenance and preservation of recreational,
visual, and watershed resources.
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Management Direction, Standards, and Guidelines for the Santa Rosa Management Area

MIH
PRACTICES 6015 )

MANAGRMENT DIRECTTON

STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES -

RECREATTON

Cultural Resource A01
Inventory, Evalua-~ A02
tion, Noemination — AO3
Protection, Aoh
Plamming

ROS Management A02

Facility and Site A0S
Construction and  A06

Facility and Site 407

Inventory and evaluate known sensi-
tive areas. Naminate and protect
as appropriate. Develop plans for
management altematives.

Maintain the amomt of ROS semi-
primitive non-motorized areas.

Bring the conditicn of developed
Recreation facilities to maintenance
class 1 by 2000.

Manage developed sites at the stan-
dard service level from July 1 to

Labor Day.

Develop and implement develcped site
prescriptions to achieve and maintain
desirable vegetative cover,

Identify and evaluate any historical
structures at Forest Service facilities
which may be related to CCC era or early
development of the Forest.

Inventory and evaluate Buckskin Mill, area
of Solid Silver Creek, Buttermilk Creek,
Indian Creek, Mullinex Petroglyphs, and
Devil's Gate rock shelter. Naminate and
protect as appropriate. Develop plans to
address management alternatives.

Allow no permanent roads except for mineral
production.

Camplete the developed site vegetative
menagement. plan by 1990.
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Management Direction, Standards, and Guidelines for the Santa Rosa Momagement Area

MIH
PRACTICES CODE MANAGEMENT DIRECTION _STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES

RECREATION (Cont.)

Facility and Site AO7 Retain existing recreation residence See Appendix I for medificaticns and

Management (Cont. ) special use permits, altermations which are authorized.
Manage trees in selected developed Manage aspen in Lye Creek Campground
gites to minimize damage due to con- to minimize damage and to increase aspen

Recreation Cancel the Brown's sumer residence

Residence permit by 1997.

Public Information Provide visitor information services at
the Paradise Ranger Station and Wirmemacca
District Office.

Winter Use A08  Allcw snow cat skiing in approved areas.

ORV Management Maintain trevel plan to control off-road Vehicle travel will be prehibited in the
vehicle use and provide protection far Santa Rosa Peak area.
vegetation, sall, and other resources.

The Hinkey Sumit Road #108% my be
closed fram Novenber 1 to April 30 to
prevent damage to road surface.

Trail System A12 Provide a trall system adequate Maintain trails to Level 3 standard.

Maintenance and for administrators, permittees,

Operatiom and the public.

WILDLIFE & FISH

Structural Habitat (03 Manage Califormia bighorm sheep Maintain closure of Eight Mile alletment to

Tnprovenent 004 winter and sunmer range. livestock grazing until it is determined

that cattle and the bighorn sheep can

co-exist without directly competing for
forage and habitat.

Deaign bighorn sheep fences in areas to
minimize impacts on bighorn sheep.
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Management. Direction, Standards, and Guidelines for the Santa Rosa Menagement Area

MIH

PRACTICES e MANAGRMENT DIRECTION STANDARDS AND GUITELINES
TIMEER
Timber Harvest B)Y7 Develop a fuelwood and wood products
Mpinistration management progran for the Santa Rosa
mansgement area.
SOI1. & WATER
Rights/Use FOT Quntify instream flow needs by
Management. priority based an the State's ad-
Judication achedule and proposed
water developments.
LANDS
Land Aequisition J15 Purchase land for National
Farest status fram willing
sellers, using funds fram
the Nevada Receipts Act.
FACTLITIES
Read Copstruction LOY  Camplete aerdal road network. Construct and reconstruct arterial road

Fire Prevention

L1S

fran Laca Camp to Quirm River Canyon by
1995. The road shall be built to meet
owrrent Forest Service direction.

The Forest will become actively in-
valved with the coanty rcad progrems
and take the initiative in preparing
road construction and maintenance

agreement.s.
Develop a fire protection program Inspect all recreation residences for fire
directed toward reducing the mmher fire hazards.

of wildfires.



G. FOREST PLAN ACTION SCHEDULES

The tables on -the following pages of this chapter display proJects and
activities to be accomplished through the year 1996 by the Humboldt National
Forest.
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Becreation Construction/Reconstruetion

FOREST ACTI(N SCHFDULE

Moragement
Project Hame Area/

MIH Unit of

—orDesoription =~ _District Code Meampe .86 87 88
Jacd: Creelt Campgrournd  Mountain City 405

Jack Creck Cappgraad — Mountain City 205
Yater Syatem
Reconstruct Big Berd Moamtain City A0S
Water System

Canp Draw Undeveloped  Mountain City ADS

Canpaites

Replace Fire Rirgs In  Mamtain City 405

A1), Campgrounds (apx 50)

Powerhouse Pienic Riby Mamtains 405
Site Vater System
Crarging Canyon Rby Mauntains A05

Interpretive Trail

Ward Mamtain Tollets  Vard Mamtain A05

Baker Creek Yater Snakce
System

Lshman Creek Holdirg Snalce
Tark and Vater System

Slide Creek Canpgrourd  Jarbidge
Pole Creck Carpgrond  Jarbidge
Cawert Fortions of Schell

Bird Creclt Picnio Area
to Fee Cappaites

405

§ 8 & B

PA0TS

PACTSR

PACTSH

PACTS

PAOTS*

PACIS

PAOTS

PAOTS

PAOTS

PAOTS

PAOTS
PAOTS

PAOIS

Qutput Units by Year

B9

D

9

® 9B 9N % %

158

15

30

100

25

120
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Becreation Constrietion/Reconstruction

Management.

Project Hame - Area/ MIH Uhit of Oatput Units by Year
—orDesorjptdon =~ __District _ Code Measwe __ 06 87 68 B9 90 91 @ 93 9y o5 65
Lehmean Creek Group Seke AD6  PAOTS 50
Canp
Lye Creek Vanlt Santa Rosa A% PAOTS 115
Replacement
Powerhouse Pienic Riby Mamtains A07  PAOTS 89
Site¥ Streanbark
Stabilization
Thamas Carnyan Rby Montains AO7T  PAOTS 20
Campground® Streanbarlk
Stabilization

¥To be acecoplished by funds ard persamel cutside the Forest Servica.
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FOREST ACTION SCHFDULE

Tralihead Construotion/Beconstruction
Managesent
Project. Nare Area/ MIH Unit of Output Undts by Year
—orDesorfptdon . Distriek .. Code Measwye 06 87 88 B9 00 9 __® _9¢ 9% & %
Camp Draw Mantain City 805 Traflhead 1
Gardner Creck® Rby Mamtains 211 Tratlhead
Deerdrg Creci® Fast RHumbeldta A11 Trallhead 1
Herder Creck® East Hmboldts A11 Trailhead 1
Winchell Creel® East Rmboldts A11 Trailhead 1
Agee Sprirgst East Hmboldts A11 Trailhead 1
Secret-Starr¥ East Hwboldta A11 Trailhead 1
Overland Creek® East Rmboldts A11 Trailhead 1
Thorpe Creck® East Hmboldta A11 Trailhead 1
Harrison Pass-Ruby hby Mamtains A11 Trailhead 1
Creat Trail#
S11de Creek Jarbidge 05 Trailhead 1
Ruffalo Creek Santa Rosa 05 Traflhead
Able Creek Santa hosa 205 Trailhead 1
Sirgas Creek Santa Rosa 205 Traithead 1
Rebel Creck Santa Bosa AD5 Tailhead 1
Little Cottormood Santa Rosaa 205 Trallhead 1
Swshone Trailhead ke A05 Trailhead 1

#Tg be acccoplished by funds end persamel cutside the Farest Service (1.e., Prison Honoe Camp Persommel)
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Trails Construction/Reconstruction

Project Hame
—ar Deserdption

Snovacbile Trail
Wildhorse to Jarbidge

Soldier Creek

Soldier Creck—
Griswold

Third Boulder

Faurth Bonlder

Pole Creck—Argel Lake
Hole-in-the Mamtain

Gardner Creek Trail
Ho. 030%

Cottorsood Creck Trall®

Herder Creck Log Trail
{Greys Lake)®

Winchell—Agee Spring
Trail Ro. 007

Partions of Bonlder
Creclts Trail

Buttermdlle

Maregenent
Area/ MIH Unit of Qutput Units by Year
~Disirdet . Code Measwe _ 86 87 88 8 0 91 P 93 M 5 B
Moumtain City A10/11 Miles 30
Rby Muntaing A10/11 Miles
Riby Muntains 410/11 Miles 3
East Hmboldts 210711 Miles 3
Fast Hmboldts A10/11 Miles 3
Fast Hmboldts A10/11 Miles 3
Fast Humboldts A10/11 Mles 3
Rby Muntains A10/11 Miles
Riby Mountains A10/11 Miles
Fast Huboldts 210/11 Mlles 12
East Hwboldts A10/11 Miles 15
East Hwboldts 410711 Miles 6
Santa Rosa 210/11 Mlles
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Traila Construotion/Reconstrvetion

Marogenent
Project Name Area/ MiH Unlt of Qutput Units by Year
—orDesoription  ~  _Distrdet | Code Measwe _ 06 67 83 89 90 9 @ 9 o) 95 9%
Thorpe Creek Trail Riby Mamtains A10/11 Miles 8
No. 035 (Verdi lake)t
Ry Guard Trail by Mountaing 410711 Miles L
. 0208
Bran Creck Trail Rby Mamtains A10/11 Miles 5
No. 110 {Pearl Leke)*  Wildernesa
Trail No. 122 (Near Rby Mountains A10/711 Mides 6
Saoret Peak Overland Wilderness
Lake)®
Rattlesrake Creclt Rby Mountaina A10/11 Miles 7
Trail to. 108 Wildermess
Slide Creck Jarbidge A10/11 Mlles 6.5
Wilderness
East. Fork Mary's Jarbidge A10/11 Miles 16
River Wildermess
Canp Creck Jarbidge A10/11 Miles 3
¥ilderness
Whesler Peak Supmit Bristlecons £10/11 Miles 5
to Narth Park Baker
Creck
Lexirgton Arch Trail Sk 210711 Mles 1
{Trail No. 005)
M. Mardah Mt. Mariah A10/11 Miles 1
Smmitt Trail

%70 be acconplished by firds and personnel cutside of the Farest Service {1.e., Prison Honor Camp Personnel)
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FOREST ACTIGN SCHEDULE

10

Hildlife Jrorovements
Managenent
Project eme Area/ MH Unit of Qutput Units by Year

~OrDesoription ~~ _Pistrict  Code Measre 86 87 88 89 9 91 @ 93 9P KB %
Northfork TS&E Mamtain City CO1 Structures 32
Fisheries - habitat C03 Structures @
drprovement project COlY  Structures P 32
Merritt Creekk Stream  Mamtain City €01 Structures 20
Trout stream inventory C03 Structures 20
& habitat smprovement C0}  Structures P-4 20 20 2
Lehontan Cutthroat Mamtain City €01  Structures 10
trout stream inventory C03 Structures 10
hebitat inprovement €04  Structures 10 10 10
Maintenarce of Game Bx. Mountain City €Ol Structures 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2
Brunean Deer Winter Mamtalin City €01 Trventory 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Rarge Tnventory Mamtain City €01 Inventory 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Vest Independence
Deer Winter Rarge
Inventary
Sagegrouse Habitat Momtain City CO1  Acres 3 3 3 3
Tventary €02 Acres 2 2 2
Aspen Management Mamtain City CO1  Acres 10 10
Inwventory and H.T. €2 Acres 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2
Wi1low Planting Momtain City C01  Acres 5 3 5
an pit tank c2 Acres 2 2 1 1 1 1 1
Bruneza River Fish Mamtain City CO1  Structures 20
Habitat Trventory €03 Structures 10 W

C0Y  Structures 10 10 10

10
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Hildlife Jrorovements

Project ¥ame
—ar Desordption

Ccbb Creck & Lime
Creck Fish Habitat
Trprovement.

Mahegany Maragement

Martin Creelt Pish
Habitat Tnprovement

Cooper Creek Fish
Fabitat Joprovement

Vaterfoil Hebitat
Irventary ard
Frhancement

Shanty Toin
RRehabllitation

Hipardian Struchure
Maintenance

Peregrine Faloon
Coardination W/USFEHS

Lee/lelch Stream
Structures

Rockhouse
Rehebilitation

Managenent

Moamtain City

Hountain City

Mamntain City

Mamntain City

Mamntain City

Rby Mountaina

Riby Mamtains

Ruby Mamtains

Riby Mamtains

Rby Mamtains

Code
co1

oot

co

888

Unit of

Output Units by Year
Masye _B6 87 88 89 9 o1 @ %3

Structures 20
Struchires
Struchures

fores 20D
Aeres 20 20 20 20

Structures 3

2

2 202 220
3 3

00 100

$ 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000

10

100 100

10 10
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Hildlife Yrprovements

Maragerment
Project Kame Area/

~—orDesoriptjon . Distriet = Code

Cracker Jdmson/ Rby Mamtains
Marejsse thip Cutting

Carville Creek Stream Ruiby Mountainsg
Structures

Road Canyon Riparisn  Ruby Momtaing
Structures

Lindsay/Brown Riparden Ruby Mountains
Strushures

Wllow Spring Riby Mantains

Gilbert Creck Riby Mountains

¥Wolverton Riparain East Huwboldt
Structure 5 Aore Fencing

Riparian Strueture Fast Rmboldt
Maintenance

Arizona Sprirg East Huboldt
Structure

Traut Creek East Huboldt
Stream Structure

Stream Inventory Jarbidge
Coop WD

Monitoring - Ssgebrush  Jarbidge
Ynogement, Aspen Trt.,

Proto pts. in Ripardan

Areas

MIH
ce2
co1

€03

€03
col

co
€03
co4

03
col

co1

c0o3
col

col
€03
ool
co

co1

ol

Unit of

Measure _ 86 87 88

Struotures
Structures

Structures
Structures

Struotures
Struchures
Structures

Structures
Structures

Struwotures

Structures
Structures

Structures
Structres
Structures

Structures

Miles

Qutput Units by Year

89__®_ 91

Q@ 9 o4 % o

5000
15
1
1
1
] 5
1
100 100
100 100

100 100 100
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Wid1ife Toprovegents

Managenent
Project ¥ame Area/

—.or Peseription. _ _ Distrieh

Develop & Tnplement Jarbidge
Sagebrush Management
Strategy coop w/Rarge

Maintain Wildlife Jarbidge
Exclosures

Lchontan Qutthreat Jarbidge
Develop Vater cut of
Mary's River

Aspen Maragement & Jarbidge
Inventary

Malntain pipelines in  Jarbidge
Rest Unit far Antelope

Stream Toprovement Jarbidge

Inventory
district~ids

Hilicw Plantin 1/2 mi. Jarbidge
Pole Cresk Jdentify
Other Areas

Inventory & Modify Jarbidge
Farge Ferves to
Hildlife Spees

8 8 B~% B

g g8

co1

cn

Unit of
Measwre _ &6

Qutput Units by Year

8 .68 89 _%__ 9

e BNl B _B

Acres

Structures

Acres

Structures

Inventory

Miles

Struchres

6o 60 & 33 30

05 05 05 0.5
05 0.5 05 05
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WildHfe Froroverents

Management

Project Mame Area/ MIH Unpit of Qutmt Units by Year
—orDesoriptjon .~ _Distriot = Code Measwe _ 86 87 8 89 0 9 %@ 93 ¢ 6 &6
Remove Troughs from Jarbidge col Sttmhnesi 3 2
Meadows & Relocate
Sprirg & Meadow Jarbidge 01  Acres 9 6
Rerebilitation 02 Acres 9
Inventory & Project id.
Ra juvernte Decadent Jarbidge C01 Acres 2
Putr (Ball Camp 20 z0) &
Identify Other Areas c2
Ferce Poxis at Bull dJarbidge €03 Structures 2
Camp ~ Pipe Water to CO4 Structures 2 2 2 2 2
Trough
Attenpt to Acquire Jarbidge ol  IAcres o
Robinson Hole (160 ac)
Winter Rarge
Spray Iris & Arvl Jarbidge C01 Acres 10
Lime Creek, Wrargle Min. 2 Acres 10
Bull Camp
Sagebrush Burning Jarbidge 2 Acres 50 50 50 50
Buck Crecke Allotnent Shell C02 Acres 30

Release vegetation; selec~
tively cut white fir
invading aspen stands

Fish shxlies; aurveys; Schell o
determine fish habitat
inmprovement needs

;



CTg-Al

Wildiife Toprovegents

Management
Project Name Area/ MIH Unit of Qutput Units by Year
_orDesordption ~ _Distrdot  Code Measure _ 86 87 88 89 90 __ 91 P 93 o4 9% %

Wildlife Studies; Shell CO1 Reports 1
determine feasibility

of introducing peregrine

faleon into Cave Lake

area

Modify Forest bandary  Schell €03 Structures 3 2
ferce from Cave lale
racd to allow elk easy

passage (in coop w/Range
total 5 miles)

Release vegetation Schell 03 Acres 100 100 100
thraugh PJ thinnirg

Non=structural wildlife Mordah C03 Acres 5
hebitat improvement;

willow planting alag

Hendry's Creek

Fish cover development; Mariah C03 Structures 3
pool structures in
Fanpton Creek

Strezm flow structure Mordzh C03 Structures 3 3 3
maintenance; Hampton
Creeic
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Hildlife Typrovements

Management

Project Name Area/ MIH Unit of Qutput Units by Year
—arDesoription ~ _Distydot = Code Measure _ 86 87 88 89 9 91 ® 9B ¢ % %
Wildlife studies, Sncke CO1 Reparts 1
surveys; determine
feasibility of re-
introducing elk into the
south end of Snoke Harge
Cpenings, edges treat-  Snake C2 lAcres W 10 10 10 10
ment, thin pinyon/ juniper
Fish cover development; Snake €03 Structures 20
pool structures in PIne
ard Ridge Creecks
Water development min- Stake CO%  Structures 1
tenance; Cedar Cabin Sprirng
Stream flow structure Srake C04  Struchures 1 10 1 10
mintenance; Pine and
Ridge Creeks
Water development; Yard 003 Structures y
canstruct reservolirs in
Savni11 Caryon
HWater development min- Ward CO}  Structures y
tenancs; reservoirs in
Sawmi11 Caryon
Water development; con- Ward C03 Structures 3
struct rreservoirs In
Dead Horse wash
Water development main- Ward C04  Structures 3

tenance; reservoirs in
Dead Horse Wash
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¥ildlife Tnprovegents

Manegement

Project Name Area/

—or Desopiptica___  __Distriet

Opendrgs, edges treat- VWard
ment; thin pinyor/ juniper

in Saard1l Canyon/Blackrock
Sprirg areas

Openirgs, edges treat- Vard
ment; thin pinyon/jmiper
between Holt Creek and
Gubler Caryon

Sarvey ard report on ¥hite Pine
stream hzbitat improvement
projects in I1lipeh Creek

Structural fish hebitat White Pine
irprovement; charnel

stabilization in Iilipah

ard Cottamood Creeks

Nen~struetural wildlife Thite Pine
habitat improvment;

willow plantirgs alag

Nipah Creek

Charmel stabilization  White Pine
structure mintenance;
Miipeh, Cottamood Crecks

Charmel stzbilization  Wilte Pine
construction, headeut

structures in I1lipah/

Cottormood creeks

MIH Unit of

Code Meamre __ 86

co2

co1

8

Qutput Units by Year

89

Q9

Q9 9 9B %

Acres

Structures

Structures

Structures

20

2 20

10
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Hildlife Typrovements

Mancgement

Project Name Area/ MIH Unit of

—or Deroriptdon  _Distrdet

Charmel stabilization White Pine
canstruction mintenance;

mintain headeut control

structures in I1lipah/

Cottarsiood Crecks

Managenent femoing con- Thite Pine
struction; meadow
excloaures

Mancgerent fencirg min- thite Pine
tenance; meedow exclosures

Non-struchiral wild- Quirn
1ife habitat improvment;

willow plantirgs alcng

Blg Creek

Water development; thita Pine
construct reservolrs

between Currant Sumit

and Horsetrack Spring

Water developwent main- Whits Fine

¥{idlife stidies; prepare Quimn
required reports for
avgrentation of Desert

bighorn sheep berd on

Grant Rarge

¥Wildlife studies, Quirn
surveys; determine

feasibility of reintro-

ducirg Desert bigharn sheep
into Quirm Canyon Range

Code Measpe _§6 67 88 89 90

coy

o

Cot

Structures

Structures

Structures

Structures

Structures

Qutput Units by Year

N2 R_NH B B

%

3

28

29 3 3 3 3 3
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¥Wildljfe Typrovepents

Mansgement
Project Name Area/ MIH TUnit of Qutput Units by Year

—orDesoription.  _District ~ Code Meamye _86 87 88 8 90 91 @ 93 94 9% %6

Wildlife studies, Quirn CO1  Reporrts 1 1 1 1 1
surveys; inventory

seasonal use patterns,

migration corridors, and

identify needs for

inprovement of Desert

bighorm habitat

Morggenent fencing con-  Quinn €03 Structures y
struction; 2 mdes near

Little Meadows in coop.

w/BIM and Range

Management feneing main- Quinn C04  Structures y y y ] ] y ] y
tenance; Little Meadows
(2 miles)

Prune vegetation; Quimn C02 Acres 50 5 5 9% 50
cliffrose on Scofield berch

Cocperative technical Ely R.b. C01 Acres » F B BB B B B B B B 3B
assistance; prvide input

into district's wood pro-

ducts pregram to enhance

wildlife habitat

Update season distrd- Ely R.D, C01  Reports 1 1 1 1 1
bution mps for wildlife

with esphasis on Key

Indicator Species

Water Dev. Maint. on Grant Co%  Structures 2

tinber and stmper sprs.
far Desert bighom sheep
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¥ildlife Toprovements

Management
Project Mame Area/ MIH Unit of Qutput Unlts by Year
—orDexcription =~ Distpict ~ Code Meamye 86 87 88 89 90 91 @ 93 9 % %

Buttermilk Mesdows Santa Rosa C03 Struchures 1
Exclosure COli  Structures 1 1 1 1

Bigharn sheep saltirg Santa Rosa C02 Acres 12000 12000 12000 12000 12000
Lorg Canyon Quzzler Santa Rosa COli  Structures 1 1 1 1 1
Maintenance
Maintenarce of Existing Santa Fosa Co)  Structures 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5
Structures
Quinn Canyon Guzzler Santa Rosa C03 Structures 1
COi  Structures 1 1 1 1
Stream Habitat Santa Rosa C01  Miles 150 10 10
Inventory
Quirm Stream Santa Rosa C01 Studies 1 1 1
Monl tordng
Larng Canyon Stream Santa Rosa C01  Studies 1 1 1
Monitoring
Dutch Jotn Stream Santa Rosa 01 Stadies 1 1 1
Monitoring
Deer Winter Rarge Sant Rosa C01 Studies 1 1 1
Sarvey
Riparian Habitat Santa Rosa C01  Structures 2 3
Exclosures C03  Structures 2 3
Coll  Structures 5 5 5
Stream Rehab. Study Santa Rosa C01 Structures xS 23
C03 Structures x =
COll  Structures s X5 5 X 25
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Hidlife Tmprovements

Manogement
Project Name Area/ MIH Unit of Qutput Units by Year

—<rDeseription Distriot ~ Code Meamwe _86 87 88 89 9 91 @ 9B 9 % %
Bighorm sheep reintro- Santa Rosa c 3 200 200 200
duction
Deer Winter Rarge Santa Rosa COl fores 20 200
JToprovenent C2 Acres 200 200
Bitterbrush Santa Roea C01 Acres 5 1B
regeneration C02 Acres 5 15
Stresm structures & Santa Rosa C01  Structures 0 20
bark stabllization C03 Structures 3 3

CO4 Structures 60 60 60
Riparian Habitat Santa FRosa C01 Strwetures B B
Improvement €03 Shkructures 5 1

CO4  Structures B 1B 1B B B
Sagegrouse Inventary Santa Rosa co1 i 1
Larg Canyon Stream Santa Rrosa  COU  Structures 8 8 8
Structures (instream)
Lorg Canyon FPipeline Santa Rosa C01 Structures 1
Guzzler C03 Structures 1

€Ol Structures 1
Aspen Management Santa Rosa €01 LAcres 10 10

C02 Acres 10 10
Mountain Mahogany Senta Rosa C01 Acres 10 10
Menagement C2 Acres 20
Wililife studies - Santa Fosa €01 Reports 1 1 1

deterrmine availeibility
of sites for sharp-
tailed grouse
reintroduotion
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Wildljfe Fpproyements

Unit of

Fo thit
of Measure

Reports

Management

Project Name Area/ MIH
— orDescription ~ _Distpiet . Code Meamwe 86 87 88
Seed Collection & Santa Rosa o2
Propagation
Wiidlife Studies - Santa Rosa e
determine suitzability
of introducirg
ruffedgrouse
Peregrirne Falcon Santa Rosa o
Introduction
(Coop. WUSFEWS)
Vaterfoul ponds Santa Rosa

g8

Structures
Structures

200 500 1000
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FOREST ACTICN SCHEIULE

Tenge Tnprovenents
Management
Project Bame Aren/ MH Unit of Cutput Units by Year
or Description District  Code Mmowe 8 87 88 8 90 91 92 063 o4 9 o
Waler Development- Mountadn City D05 Structwes 2 2 2 2 0 0 2 0 2 | 1
Trogh S&G Allotments
Construction and
Reconstruetion
Water Develcoprent Montadn City D05 Strwetwes 14 11 0 0 1 L] 3 % 1 WU 10
Trough C3H Allctments-
Construction and
Reconstruction
Pipeline Construction Moumtain City D05 Miles o 0 0 2 1 0 4] 1 0 2 0
and Reconstruetion
Gettlegmumrd-TInstall Montain City IS Structures 0 4] 0 0 4] 0 2 1 2 2 2
and Beplace
Horizontal Wells Momntain City D05 Struwctures 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5
Fence Construction Mamtain City D05 Miles 6 g 9 5 1N 9 10 8 1 10 10
and Replacement
Pit Tarks and Mountain City D05  Structwes 0 15 0 4] c 15 0 0 10 c 10
Reservoirs
Guzzlers Momtain City D05  Strwtwes 0 0 0 0 1 2 1] 1 0 0 1
Segebrush/Wyethia Mountain City D03 Acres 0 4] 0 600 0 0 0 0 4 0 0
Trestment
Vegetative Montain City D03 Acres 0 150 300 150 150 50 5 50 5 W0 50
Maniptilation
Nodous Weed Control  Mountain City D03 Acres s 1B B 1B B 15 B B 1B 1B 15
Horse Creek C3H East Hmboldts D03 Acres 170

Wyethia Treatment
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Manapement

Project Name Brea/ MH Unit of Output Thits by Year
___or Description District  Code Measure 86 87 88 8 90 91 92 93 9% 95 %
Belment CBH by Yountains D03 Acres 8o
¥yvethia Treatment
North Ruby C&H Ruby Mountains D03  Acres 500
Sagetrush Treatment
Corville Creek C8H hby Moutains D03 Acres 3%0
Sagebrush and Wyethia
Treatzment
Overland GGH Rby Montains D03 Acres 200
Sagebrush Treatment
Lindsay-Brown CiH Ruby Montaing D03 Acres 100
Sagebrush Treatment
South Ruby C3 Ruby Montains D03 Acres 100
Sagebrush Treatment
Smith Creek CZH by Montains D03 Acres 200
Sagebrush Treatment
Wild Borse Territory  huby Mantains D03 Acres 500
P-J Chaining and Seeding
Vater Troughs Fast Huboldts DOp  Struetwres 3 2 1 ¥ 1 1 1 1 1
Water Troughs Ruby Moumtains D05 Structures 5 5 5 6 5 5 5 5 5
Cherry Springs Water  Ruby Mountains D06 Structures 1 1

System Troughs and at
Least 5 Miles Pipeline
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Rarge Jmprovenents

Qutput Units by Year

€0

9 ® 9B % K B

2

2
4

Management

Project Kame Area/ MIH Unit of
—orDesoripiion . Distrdct = Code Measwe _ 0667 88 89
Pit Tarks East Hunboldts D05  Structures
Pit Taris Rby Montains D05 Structures
Carville Creek Water  Ruby Mountains D05 Structures
System 2 Miles Pipeline
& Traughs
Cave Creck CiH Water Ry Mantains D05  Structures
System 2 Miles Pipeline
& Traxghs
Shermen Creels Water Riby Mountains D05  Structures
System U Miles Pipeline
& Trooghs
School Creck Water Rby Mountains D05 Structures
System 3 Miles Pipeline
& Traghs
Snith Creelt Water fuby Momtains D05 Structures
System 5 Miles Pipeline
& Traughs
Cattleguards East Humboldts D05  Struetures
Cattleguards Fuby Mamtains DOS  Structures
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Rarge Inprovenents
Management

Prorect Name Area/ MIH Unit of Output Units by Year

or Desaription Distriot Code Masure 86 87 B8 8 90 91 92 93 9%5__ %
Fences East Pumboldts D05  Miles 1 1
Fences Ruby Mowntains D05 Mles 5 2 2 3 3 2 4
Trails East Bubaldts D05 Miles 1 1 1
Treils Ruby Moantains D05 Miles 1 1
Noxous Weed Control  East Hboldts D05  Acres 2 20 20 22 20 20 2 2 2
Neodous Weed Comtrol  Ruby Mowntaine D05 Adres 4 4 4 W 4 Y W o A
Sheep Trough Jarbidge 5 Stnxctires 1 1 1 1 1
Pipeline & Trouvgh Jarbidge D05 Structures 2 4 3 2 1 1 2 2
Hordzontal Well Jarbidge D05 Structures 1 2 2
Pit Tanks Jarbidge D05 Strwctwes 1 4 3 2 5 g 5 S 10
Cattle Trail Jarbidge D05 Miles 1
Vegetation Treatment  Jarbidge D03  Acres 400 400 230 600 600 482 482 4g2 482 482 650
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Project Name

Naxicus Weed Control
Polsonous Plant

L Wire Ferce

3-¥ire Fence

Cattleguard
Holdirg Corral
Cattle Trough

frea/ MH Unit of
—_rlescription  _District  Code Measwe _ 86 &

Jarbidge
Jarbidge

§ 88 8§88 & 8

OQutput Units by Year

B8 .80 90 _ _91. ¥ B U % __ B
Acres | 4 4 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 25
Ares 24 24 24 24 24 24 24 24 2 24 24
Miles 3 5 g 3 5 7 7 7 7 7 5
Miles 5 2
Miles
Structures 2 1 1 1 1
Structures 1 1
Structures B 2 3 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2
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mnmm

Mansgenent

Project Name Area/ MH Unit of Qutput Units by Year
—arDescription ~ _Distriet  Code Measwe _ 86 87 88 89 90 9 @ ¢ % %K %
Cattle Trough Ward N5 Structure . | 1
Sheep Traugh Ward D05  Structure 3
Cattle Trough hite Pine D05  Structure 1 1 1 1 2 2
Boundry Ferce Vhite Pine D5 Mile ]
Pipeline ¥hite Pine D5 Mile 8 2
Vegetative Mandpulation ¥hite Pine b3 Are 1500 2 250
Freeland Canyon thite Pine L13 Mle 1
Road Construction
Fordzontal Well thite Pine D05  Structure 2
Farest. Bamdary Quirn D05 Mile 1
Pence
Boundary Ferce Qumn D05  Mile 15 1 2
Drift Fence Quimn D05 Mile 5 2
Cattle Traugh Qunn D05 Structure 2 3 1 2 3
Cherry Creek Sumit  Quim D05 Structure 1

Cattleguard



6CC AT

Mensgenent

Project Name Area/ MIH Unit of
—orDescription. . _ Distrdot = Code Meamwe _ 86 8
Goat Farch Sprirg Quim D05  Structure 1
Cattleguard
Pipeline Quirm D05 Mile 2
Hordzontal Well Quirn D05 Structure
Division Ferce Smoke D05 Mie
Drift Fence Spzke D05 Mile
Baurdary Ferce Sake D05 Mile 1
Cattle Trough Snelce D05  Structure
Vegetative Manipulation Snake D03 Acre
Pipeline Snake D05 Mile
Sheep Trough Snake D05 Structure 1
Drift Fence Mordsh D5 Mile
Cattle Traxgh Morieh D05 Structure 1
Vegetative Manipulation Morizh D03  Lore
Sheep Traugh Schell D05 Structure 1 1

S
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Barge Tnprovenents

Mamegepent.

Froject Name Lrea/ MH Unit of Qutput Units by Year
—orDescription  _Distriet  Code Measye 86 87 88 89 9 91 @9 R\ W *K__%
Pipeline Schell D05 Structure 1 1 5
Cattle Trough Schell D05 Structure 1 1 1 1 1
MeCurdy Creek Schell D05  Structure 1
Cattleguard
Bourdary Fence Schell Do5 Mile 3 3 3 3
Hoxious Weed Schell D03 Acre 2 5
Vegetative Manipulation Schell D03  Are 0 100
Pit Tark Schell D05 Structure 1
Prescribed Burn Santa Rosa D03  Acres 150 150 200 200 100 200 200 200 300
Drill Seed Santa Rosa D03 Acres 20 200 200
Ferce Smta Rosa D05 Miles 2.5 1 5 & ] 2 2
lerial Sprey Semta Rosa D03 Acres 400 600 800 600 600
Naxious Weed Control  Santa Rosa D03 Acres 6 5 b 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3
Cattle Troughs Seta Rosa D05 Shuctures 2 2 5 5 4 I
Pit Tarks Santa Rosa D05 Structures 2 2 2
Fence Removal Santa Rosa D05 Miles 25 35 15 3 2 2
Stock Trall Santa Rosa D05 Miles 2 8 2

Canstrucetion
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FORFST ACTICN SCHEDULE

¥iid Horse Margeement
Management
Project ¥ere Area/ MIH TUnit of Qutput Units by Year
—orDesordption =~ _Distydot  Code Measmre 86 67 88 B0 90 91 @ 93 o 5 9%
Monte Cristo WHT Wite Pine w6 Anlmmls 25 -] 50

Rourdup
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Yoodland Froducts
Management
Project Mame Area/ MIH Thit of Qutput Units by Year
worDescription.  _District = Code Measre 85 67 88 80 @ % __® BN _hH %
Tree Flantirg Mountain City 04 Acres 50 B =0
Fuelwood Sales MumtainCity BY Permits 50 5 50 &5 5 5 5 S 5 S 5
Chrdstmas Tree Jarbidge 5  Trees 60 60 120 120 120 120 120 120 120 120 150
Sale Preparation
Christias Tree Jarbidge BT Trees W0 % & 60 8 60 &0 & 8 & 100
Sale Administration
Fuelwood Sales and Jarbidge B Permits 100 100 100 110 110 115 115 115 115 115 115
Mministration
Pinerut Sale Prepara~- Snake B} Sales 2 1 1
tion and Administration
Fuelwood ard Post Ely R.D. B0y Permits 450 450 450 460 W50 BSOSO W50 450 45D BRD
Tirber Harvest Sale &
Preparation ard 04
Mministration
Christzas Tree Sales  Ely R.D. EO7  Sales 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000
Preparation ard &
AMministration for B
far Private amd
Conrercial Use
Tinber Stard Ely R.D. 5 Ares 25 X5 X5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5
Inprovement Release
and Weeding
Pinerut Sales Ely R.D. P07 Sales 21 21 21 21 21 21 21 21 21 21 2
Preparation and &
Muinistration D6
CGirdstmas Tree Sales  Ruby Mantains P07 Trees 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000
and AMdministration
Fuelwood and Post Ruby Mantajns H7 Permits 00 400 40O 40O WOD MO0 LOO NOD OO 0O 400

Sales AMministration



o
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FOREST ACTICON SCHEDULE

Koodland Products
Yenagement
Project Mame Area/ MIH Unit of Qutput Units by Year
—qrDescrfption _ __Distriot  Code Megawe _ 86 67 Bg. . %0 91 __ @ 9B N %K B
Tree Flantirg Moamtain City EOY  Acres 5 5 &b
Fuelwood Sales Montain City BHI7  Pamits 5 50 50 50 50 % 2 5 50 50 50
Christras Tree Jarbidge B6 Trees 60 60 120 120 120 120 120 120 120 120 150
Sale Preparation
Christmas Tree Jarbidge HT Trees 4 4 H H H H H & o & 100
Sale Mninistration
Fuelwood Sales amd Jarbidge H7 Pemitsa 100 300 100 110 110 115 115 115 15 115 115
Mupdnistration
Pinerit Sale Prepara- Ske B Sales 2 1 1
tion amd Administration
Fuelwood ard Post Ely R.D. BT Permits U450 450 450 450 450 450 450 450 4s0 WSO LSO
Tinber Harvest Sale &
Preparation and 21,
Mninistration
Christms Tree Sales  Ely R.D. E7 Sales 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000
Preperation and &
Mministration for o1
for Private and
Coercial Use
Tinber Stard Ely R.D, 5 Akres X5 5 5 5 B8 58 B 5 B B B
Inproverent Release
and Heeding
Finemt Sales Ely R.D. H7 Sales 21 21 21 21 21 21 21 21 21 21 21
Freparation and &
Mmnindstration HO6
{hristmas Tree Sales  Riby Mountains B Trees 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000
and Administration
Fuelwood and Post Riby Mountains F07 Permits 400 400 400 400 00 500 400 10O 400 400 400

Sales AMministration
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OQutput Units by Year

89__. % __ 9

%

Hoodland Products
Mansgenent
Project Nene Area/ MIH Uit of

—garDesopjption ~ _ District = Code Measye 88
Fuelwood and Post East Hmboldts EO7 Permits 50
Sales Administration
Free Use Enst Bumboldts B)7  Permits 50
Administration
Fuelwood Sales Santa Rosa E07 Permits 50

& Mministration

5 S 2
%0 5 9
5 5 60

50

50

3

g @
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Maragenent
Project Name Brea/

MIH
—CrDesoriptico . _Distrjet . Code Mepsye _ 86 67 88 B89 90 91 @ 93 94
Maintenznce of Projects Santa Rosa FOB Structure 2 2 2 2 3 3 4 | 5
Mjdicatiens Santa Rosa FOT  2d3. 1 1 1 1 1
Sml] Gzbions Santa Rosa F03 Structure 1 1 1
Gully Plugs/ Santa Resa FO3 FProjects 3 3 3 3
Check Dams
(bliterate Roads Sants Rosa FO3 HMiles 1 1
Stream Stabilization Santa Rosa F03 FProjeota 1 i 1 |
Riparian Protection Santa Rosa FO3 Acres 1 1 1 t
(eselosures)
Mining Road Mamtain City 265 Acres 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3
Refebilitation
Stream Crossirgs Muntotn City L18 Stetures 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 @2
Gully Phvgs ard Moantain City FO3 Frojects 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3
Check Dans
Watershed Protection  Ruby Mamtains F03 Acres 1 1
Closures
Stream Stabiljzation  Rby Mamtains FO03 Projects 1 1 1
Hatershed Protection East Hmboldts F03 Acres
Closures
Stream Stzbilization East Aumboldts FO3 Projects
Watershed Condition Jarbidge FO3 Acres 1

Irprovement

w 1B
o R

-
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FOREST ACTION SCHEDULE

Hatershed Juprovement Projects
Management,
Project Mame Area/ MH Unit of Qutput Tnits by Year

—~—arDesoription =~ _Distriet.  Code Meamwe _ 66 87 88 8 90 91 @ 93 ot O %
Clover Valley East Humboldts FOT Adjudica- 1
Midication (1) tions
fuby Valley Tuby Momtains FOT  Adjudica- 1
Mijucication (2)% ticns
Sprirg Valley Schell FOT Adjdica- 1
Midication (3)* tions

#Tndicates the priority of the adjudication on the Forest. (ne is the highest priarity.
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Minerals
Memagerent
Project Name Area/ MIH Unit of Qutput Units by Year
orDesoription _ _District = Code Measure _ 06 87 88 80 90 9 @ 9B o 9% %
Processirg of Ruby Mountains GO3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3
Exploration
Proposals East Huboldts GO3 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2
Quim G03 3 4 3 3 3 3 Y 3 3 3
CGrant Rec. co3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Wildermess
thite Pine G603 1 1 1 1 " 10 1 1 n 10
Bristlecone G03 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Reconmended
Wilderress
Snake 03 2 3 2 2 2 2 3 2 2 2
Mordah Rec. GO03 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Wildermess
Mor4sh @03 Y 3 3 3 3 ] 3 3 3 3
Ward G03 0 0 1 0 1 2 2 2 2 3
Schell a3 5 5 6 6 5 5 6 5 5 5
Mamtain City GO3 4 Y4 44 4% N S S B 85 50
Jarbidge Q3 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8
Santa Fosa @03 3 3 3 3 3 4 5 5 6 6



Menzsgerent
Project Mo Area/ MIH Unlt of Qutpat Units by Year
—SrDescripticn. .. _District = Code Megmye _ 86 67 68 89 0 .91 @ 93 N %H B
Processing of Riby Muntains GO Leases 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6
Lease Applications
East Hmboldts GOY leases 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3
uirn GO} Leases 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8
Grant Rec. GDY leases 0 0 0 4] 4] 0 0 0 0 0
Wildermess
thite Pire GOl  Leases 3 3 3t 31t 33é I 3N 3P 31 P
H Bristlecone GO Leases 1] 0 0 0 0 0 ] ] 0 0
f‘ Recommended
& Wilderness
oo
Snake GO  Leases 4 ] ] y y y y ] y ]
¥orish Bec. G0 Leases ] ] ] ] 0 0 0 1] 0 0
Wilderness
Mordah G0l Leases 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1|
ard G0 ILeases 1 1 1 1 1 ] 1 1 ] 1
Schell GOY4 Leases 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5
Muntain City GOY4 Leases i 8 8 9 9 2 2 2 2 2
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Project Mame
—cr Desoription

Processing of
Site-Specifio

Area/

Grant. Rec.
Wildarness

¥hite Pime
Bristlecone
Recormerded
Wlderness

Mountain City

Mordsh Rec.
Wldernesa

Santa Rosa

MIH Unit of

Plans

88 §8
]

Plans

Plans

8888 888
]

Qutput Units by Year

6 8 8 8 90 9N L 9B 9 %K
3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
3 b b 4 4 4 4 4 y 4
2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5
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Project Name Area/ MIH Unit of Qutput Units by Year
—rDesoription =~ _Distriot  Code Measwe . 86 8 88 89 90 9
Mministration of by Moamtains G06  Plans 5 5 5 5 5 5 5
Operations

East Hwboldts G068 Plans 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Quinn 606  Plans 5 5 6 6 5 5 5
Grant Rec. G06 Plans 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Wilderness

¥hite Pine G056 Plans 2 2 22 2 2 2 2
Bristlecone G06 Plans 0 0 0 0 0 1] 0
Recommended

Wldermess

Snake 6 Plans ] 3 3 Y 3 y 3
Moriah Rec. G06  Plans 0 0 0 0 L] (1} 0
Wildermess

Morish 006 Plans 3 3 y 3 4 3 3
Yard G06 PFlang 1 1 1 H 1 1 1
Schell G06 Plans 8 8 7 8 T 8 T
Mamtain City G606 Plans % ™ T3 72 1N 70
Jarbidge 606  Plans 10 10 10 10 10 10 10
Santa Rosa Go6 Flens 3 3 3 3 y y 6

T0
10

T0
10

70
10
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FOREST ACTION SCHEDULE

lard Adustoents
Management

Project Meme Area/ MIH Unit of Qutput Units by Year

or Desoription District Code Measwre _ 86 87 88 89 90 91 @ 93 oI & %
H Tejn Schell J15  Aeres 800
Uhalde Quirm Ji13  Acres 1
SH Rarchest Schell J15 Acres 1,324
Reed Rcbinscn Schell J15  Aeres Lo
Uhalde Schell J15 lAcres 120
Stevart Santa Fosa J15  Acres 800 1000
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FOREST ACTIQH SCHIDULE

Non Tinber Rights-of-Hay

Project Nome
D ts

Deerirg Creck
Herder Creek
Agee Sprarg
Thorpe Cresk
Soldier Creek
Rattlesrake Creek
Griswold Creek
Jdobilly Creek
Overdard Cresk
Wines Creck
Mose Creek

McCutcheon -~ Gilbert
Creek

XKleberry

Buffalo

Yenagement
Area/
District
Fast, Hurboldts
East Hmboldts
East Hmboldts
Riby Mountains
Ruby Mountains
Riby Mountains
Ruby Mountains
Riby Mountains
Ruby Mauntains
Riby Mountains
Ruby Mountains

Riby Mountains

Sake

Santa Rosa

MIH Unit of
Code Measur
J18 ROW
J18 ROW
J18 ROW
J18 ROW
J18 ROW
J18 R
J18 ROJ
J18 ROW
J18 ROJ
J18 ROV
J18 ROJ
J18 RO
J18 3004

J18 RO

g6 87 88

1

1

Qutput Units by Year

8.0 9. _ @ 9 H _H %
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FOREST ACTION SCHEDULE

Facilities Construction
Maregenent
Project MName Rrea/ M Unit of Qutput Units by Year
—orDescription | _District = Code Meamwe _ 86 87 88 89 %0 9 @ 93 9% %K %
Duplex #2 Muntain City 124 Project 1
Varehouse Muntain City 124 Project 1
Traller Pad Mountain City 120 Project 1
Water System Momtain City L4  Project 1
Dwellirg Muntain City 124 Project 1
Building Mauntain City 12} Project 1
Wells Yarehouse Riby Mumtains 124 Project 1
Ruby CGuard Station Rby Muntains 146  System 1
Water System
Harrisen Guard Station Ruby Mauntains L46  System 1
Hater System
Pete Holm Water System Riby Muntains L4  System 1
Uhassigned Projects Riby Mountains 12l Project 1 2
Unassigned Projects Ely L4  System 1 |
Unassigned Projects Santa Rosa 124 Projects 1
Unassigned Projects Santa Rosa 146 Projects 1
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Fapilities Constryetion

Mansgement
Project Mame Area/ MIH Unit of Qutput Units by Year

or Description District Code Megmure _ 86 87 88 B9 90 __91 9@ @ 9oy o &

Pole Creek Buildirgs  Jarbidge 124  Project 1 1 1

Mshoney Water System  Jarbidge L46 System 1

Baker Office Ske 124  Project 1

Boker AMdministrative — Smake L24  Project 2

Site Bunkhouse/

Warehouse

Baker Administrative  Snake L4 System 1

Water System

Cherry Creek Quinn 124 Project 1
Aministrative Site

Buildirg

Elko Warehousing Supervisor's L2 Project 2 2

Office
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FOREST ACTICN SCHEDULE

Facilities Rempval
Maregepent
Project Nane Area/ MiH Unit of Qutpaut Units by Year

_orDesepiption ~  __Distrdot Code Meamuye _ 86 87 88 89 99 9t L 93 M B %
Dog Sprirgs Moriah 125,407 Building 1

Day
Mirphy Wash Srcke 125,807 Building

o7
Cedar Cabin Sprirgs Snake 125,007 Trailer

Doy
Beker Trailer Snclee 125,407 Trailer 1

o7
Teapot Sprirgs Schell 125,407 Building 1

jLis



CHAPTER V

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE FOREST PLAN

A, Implementation Direction
1. Consistency with other Management Instruments

During implementation of this Forest Plan, the Humboldt National Forest will
be guided by existing and future laws, regulations, policies, and
guidelines. The Forest Plan is designed to supplement, not replace,
direction from these sources except in specific instances.

This Farest Land and Resource Management Plan replaces all previous
management plans, except for Allotment Management Plans. All outstanding
and future permits, contracts, coop agreements, and other instruments for
use and occupancy will be brought into conformance by October 1, 1987.

2. Budget Proposals

The Forest Plan provides the management direction for developing multi-year
implementation programs. The Plan's scheduled practices, shown in the
Forest Action Schedule are {ranslated 1into mlti-year program budget
proposals which identify the needed expenditures. These  processes
complement the Forest planning process as vehicles for requesting and
allocating the funds needed to carry out the planned management directions.
The Forest's proposed annual program budget is the basis for the requested
funding. Upon approval of a fipal budget for the Forest, the Annual Program
of Work 1is fipalized and carried out. The accomplishment of the Annual
Program 1s the incremental implementation of the management direction of the
Forest Plan.

3. Environmental Analysis

Future envirconmental analyses associated with the above processes will
usually be tiered to the Forest Plan and FEIS. Information appropriate for
project-related decisions rather than land use decisions, will normally be
utilized in such environmental analyses.

Projects and activities permltted within the Foresat Plan will be subjected
to environmental analysis as they are planned for implementation. If the
environmental analysis for a project shows that: (1) the management area
prescription and standards can be complied with and (2) little or no
environmental effects are expected beyond those 1ldentified and documented
in the Forest Plan FEIS, the analysis will probably result in a categorical
exclusion. A Decision Notice may be used to document the decision. An
analysis file and/or a project file will be available for public review, but
this will not necessarily be documented in the form of an Environmental
Assessment or Environmental Impact Statement.

V-1



B. Monitoring and Evaluation Program

This monitoring and evaluation plan is designed to provide feedback to
planners and the Forest Supervisor. It will provide Forest Managers with
information primarily on plan implemenktation and the effects of
implementation. A summary of this information will be made available to the
public on an annual basis.

More specifically this plan will determine:

~-If the Forest 1is achieving the goals and cbjectives of the plan as

predicted.
--If the standards and guidelines are being applied as specified in the
plan.

-=If the effects of implementation are as predicted.

-~If the Forest's program and management are resolving the planning issues.

--I1f the cost of implementation of the plan and work force needed is as
predicted.

The monitoring plan that follows is comprised of the following components.
1. MIH Code ~ the numerical identifier of the item to be monitored.

2. Activity, practice or effort - a specific statement of what will be
monitored.

3. Intent of Monitoring - a specific statement of the monitoring goal.

4, Monitoring technique - a description of the technique and sources of
information to be employed. To the extent possible, existing reporting
systems and standard methods will be used.

5. Estimate of the Precision and Rellability - precision is the exactness
or accuracy of the data collected. Reliability is the degree to which the
results of the monitoring activity can be duplicated. Both precision and
reliability will be rated with a qualitative three-class system estimating
rates of precision and reliability as high, medium, or low.

6. BResponsibility -~ the identification of the office(s) responsible for
implementing the monitoring process.

' Measurement frequency - the schedule of samples stated in parts of year
or years. Includes some measure of sample size or number.

8. Reporting period - the reoccurring interval between reports summarizing
monitoring results for a particular activity or practice. The sampling
period should be long enocugh for specialists to capture significant
information.

9. Level of monitoring/sample size -~ a specified amount of examination
needed to provide the required level of precision and reliability.

10. Variation which would initiate further evaluation/standard - a statement
describing the tolerance limits within which actual performance can vary
from predicted performance. When these 1limits are exceeded, further
evaluation is triggered.

V-2
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C. Revision and Amendment

The Forest Supervisor may change proposed Forest Action Schedules to reflect
differences between proposed annual budgets and appropriated funds. Such
scheduled changes shall be considered an amendment to the Forest Plan, but
shall not be considered a signiflcant amendment, or require the preparation
of an environmental impact statement, unless the changes significantly alter
the long-term relationship between levels of multiple-use goods and services
projected under planned budget proposals as compared to those projected
under actual appropriations.

The Forest Supervisor may amend the Forest Plan. Based on an analysis of
the objectives, guidelines, and other contents of the Forest Plan, the
Forest Supervisor shall determine whether a proposed amendment would result
in a significant change in the Plan. If the change resulting from the
proposed amendment i1s determined to be significanty, the Forest Supervisor
shall follow the same procedure as that required for development and
approval of a Forest Plan. If the change resulting from the amendment is
determined not to be significant for the purposes of the planning process,
the Forest Supervisor may implement the amendment following appropriate
public notification and satisfactory completion of NEPA procedures.

& Forest Plan shall ordinarily be revised on a 10-year cycle or at least
every 15 years. It also may be revised whenever the Forest Supervisor
determines that conditions or demands in the area covered-by the Plan have
changed significantly or when changes in RPA policies, goals, or objectives
would have a slgnificant effect on Forest level programs. In the monitoring
and evaluation process, the interdisciplinary team may recommend a revision
of the Forest Plan at any time. Revisions are not effective until
considered and approved in accordance with the requirements of the
development and approval of a Forest Plan. The Forest Supervisor shall
review the conditions on the land covered by the Plan at least every 5 years
to determine whether conditions or demands of the public have changed
significantly.

This Forest Plan will be revised when necessary but no later than
October 1, 2000.
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