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INFORMATION SOURCES

W hite R iver Na tion a l Forest
S upervisor's O ffice
900 Gra n d Aven ue

Glen wood S prin gs, CO 81601
Phon e:  (970) 945-2521

Ea gle-Holy Cross R a n ger District
24747 US  Hwy 24
M in turn , CO 81645

Phon e:  (970) 827-5715

W hite R iver Na tion a l Forest
W eb site: www.fs.usda .gov/whiteriver
In  ca se of em ergen cy, Dia l 911
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•   It's your respon sib ilty to kn ow where Prohib ited Area s
a re, in cludin g W ildern ess.
•   T ra vel on ly in  open  a rea s or on  routes a s iden tified on
the m otor vehicle use m a p.
•   Be respectful of other forest users a n d priva te property
own ers.
•   Avoid routes with in a dequa te sn ow cover
•   R espect wildlife’s win terin g ha b ita t
•   Pla n  your visit a n d b e sa fe
•   Help m a in ta in  the in tegrity a n d in vestm en t of
groom ed routes.

T HE US DA IS  AN EQUAL  OPPO R T UNIT Y
PR O VIDER , EM PL O Y ER , AND L ENDER .

RIDE RESPONSIBLY

•   L et som eon e kn ow b efore you go. Tell a  frien d or fa m ily
m em b er where you a re goin g a n d when  you expect to
return . Cell phon es ra rely work within  the forest.
•   Check the foreca st b efore a rrivin g a n d b rin g equipm en t
for cha n gin g con dition s (e.g., wa terproof gea r, extra
la yers).
•   Check a va la n che con dition s b efore a rrivin g a n d a void
ridin g in  poten tia l a va la n che a rea s. For curren t con dition s,
visit http://a va la n che.sta te.co.us/in dex.php.
•   Ca rry a va la n che protection  (e.g., em ergen cy b ea con ,
shovel).
•   Be sa fe. Don ’t ride a lon e.

WINTER SAFETY
Use Map

Motor Vehicle

Effective Dates: Nov 23 - May 20

Responsible use is key to the success of travel 
management and a sustainable recreation system. 

Planning your visit in advance will 
help ensure you have a great time.

245
Holy Cross Ranger District

Dillon Ranger District
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Nov. 15 - M a y 20

US DA FO R ES T  S ER VICE
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NON-FS
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Va il Pa ss W in ter R ecrea tion  Area

Winter

Legend

±
Town ship a n d R a n ge L in es

Non -Na tion a l Forest S ystem  L a n ds
within  the Na tion a l Forest

Na tion a l Forest S ystem  L a n ds

Forest or Un it Boun da ry

O ther Pub lic R oa ds
Highwa ys, US , S ta te
In tersta te

In form a tion!]

L a kes a n d R ivers

Open  M otorized Area s:
     Area s where m otorized over-sn ow use 
     is perm itted without restriction .

M otorized Prohib ited Area s:
     Area  where n o m otorized 
     over-sn ow use is perm itted

W ildern ess Boun da ry

Design a ted R outes in  R estricted Area s:
     R outes open  to over-sn ow m otorized 
     vehicles where over-sn ow tra vel is 
     restricted to design a ted routes
     (100 feet either side)

! !

R oute shown  in  Open  M otorized a rea  
     for in form a tion a l purposes on ly

Hut!=

Fluctua tin g S n owlin e R oute
     R oute with fluctua tin g closure poin ts
     depen din g on  sn owlin e

District Boun da ry

R estricted Area s:
     Area s curren tly closed to m otorized 
     over-sn ow tra vel except on  design a ted 
     routes shown  on  m a p.

W in ter Tra ilhea d!C

Plowed R oute W ithin  W R NF Boun da ry:
     R oute m a in ta in ed for win ter 
     wheeled m otor vehicle a ccess

200 ft con tour lin e

Possession  or opera tion  of a n  over-sn ow vehicle on
Na tion a l Forest S ystem  la n ds in  viola tion  of restriction  or
prohib ition  esta b lished pursua n t to 36 CFR  212, sub pa rt
C (36 CFR  261.14) is prohib ited.
Viola tion s of 36 CFR  261.14 a re sub ject to a  fin e of up to
$5,000 or im prison m en t of up to 6 m on ths or b oth (U.S .C.
3571(e)). T his prohib ition  a pplies rega rdless of the
a b sen ce or presen ce of sign s.
R outes a n d a rea s m a y a lso b e sub ject to tem pora ry,
em ergen cy closures a n d visitors m ust com ply with sign s
n otifyin g them  of such restriction s. A Na tion a l Forest m a y
issue a n  order to close a  route or a rea  on  a  tem pora ry
b a sis to protect the life, hea lth, or sa fety of forest visitors
or the n a tura l or cultura l resources in  these a rea s. S uch
tem pora ry, em ergen cy closures a re con sisten t with the
T ra vel M a n a gem en t R ule (36 CFR  212.52(b ); 36 CFR
261, sub pa rt B).

PROHIBITIONS

PURPOSE AND CONTENTS
OF THIS MAP

OPERATOR
RESPONSIBILITIES

Opera tin g a  m otor vehicle on  Na tion a l Forest S ystem
la n ds ca rries a  grea t respon sib ility. Not on ly m ust you
kn ow a n d follow a ll a pplica b le tra ffic la ws, you n eed to
show con cern  for the en viron m en t a s well a s other forest
users. As a  m otor vehicle opera tor, you a re a lso sub ject to
sta te tra ffic la w, in cludin g sta te requirem en ts for licen sin g,
registra tion , a n d opera tion  of the vehicle in  question .
O ver-sn ow vehicle use in volves in heren t risks tha t m a y
result in  property da m a ge, serious in jury, a n d possib ly
dea th to pa rticipa n ts. Drive ca utiously a n d a n ticipa te
rough surfa ces a n d fea tures, such a s sn ow, m ud,
vegeta tion , a n d wa ter crossin gs com m on  to rem ote tra vel
con dition s. By your pa rticipa tion , you volun ta rily a ssum e
full respon sib ility for da m a ges in curred, a n d risks a n d
da n gers experien ced. T a ke ca re a t a ll tim es to protect
yourself a n d those un der your respon sib ility. M uch of the
W hite R iver Na tion a l Forest is rem ote. M edica l a ssista n ce
m a y n ot b e rea dily a va ila b le. Cellula r telephon es do n ot
work in  m a n y a rea s of the W hite R iver Na tion a l Forest.
T a ke a dequa te food, wa ter, first-a id supplies, a n d other
supplies a n d equipm en t a ppropria te for sea son a l
con dition s.
AL W AY S  R EM EM BER  T O  R ES PECT  PR IVAT E L AND!
PR O T ECT  Y OUR  PR IVIL EGE. S TAY  ON DES IGNAT ED
R OUT ES  AND IN DES IGNAT ED OPEN AR EAS .
Plea se rea d a n d un dersta n d this m a p in  its en tirety. If you
ha ve question s, plea se con ta ct the W hite R iver Na tion a l
Forest for cla rifica tion .

T his win ter M otor Vehicle Use M a p (M VUM ) iden tifies
those routes a n d a rea s design a ted for win ter over– sn ow
m otor vehicle use pursua n t to 36 CFR  212 S ub pa rt C
for the purpose of en forcin g the prohib ition  a t 36 CFR
261.13 a n d 36 CFR  261.14.
T he win ter sea son  is con sidered the sn ow sea son .
W in ter S ea son  over-sn ow m otorized tra vel restriction s
b egin  Nov. 23 a n d en ds M a y 20 (Va il Pa ss R ecrea tion
Area  Nov. 15th –  M a y 20th).  O ver-sn ow vehicles a re
defin ed a s:  “a  m otor vehicle tha t is design ed for use
over the sn ow a n d run s on  tra cks a n d/or ski or skis
while in  use over sn ow.” (36 CFR  212.1).
Plowed a ccess routes to win ter tra ilhea ds a re plowed b y
m ultiple pa rtn ers a n d/or coun ties.  T his M VUM  shows
plowed routes on ly within  forest b oun da ries.  O ther tha n
over-sn ow vehicles, on ly highwa y lega l vehicles
(licen sed full size vehicles) m a y tra vel on  plowed routes.
Due to fluctua tin g sn ow con dition s som e routes (a s
iden tified in  legen d), ha ve closure poin ts tha t m ove with
the sn ow.  Follow tra vel restriction s posted on  the
groun d on  these routes.
A route m a y a lso b e open  to sum m er m odes of tra vel
durin g the win ter sea son  per specia l order.  Con ta ct
loca l ra n ger district for m ore in form a tion .
Design a tion  of a  route or a rea  for win ter over-sn ow
m otor vehicle use shown  on  this m a p should n ot b e
in terpreted a s en coura gin g or in vitin g use or im plyin g
tha t the route or a rea   is m a rked a n d/or pa ssa b le,
a ctively groom ed, or sa fe for tra vel.
S ea son a l wea ther con dition s a n d n a tura l even ts m a y
ren der design a ted routes or a rea s im pa ssa b le for
exten ded periods.  Users a re respon sib le for their own
sa fety, which in cludes a va la n che a wa ren ess.
Design a ted open  a rea s m a y con ta in  da n gerous or
im pa ssa b le terra in .  T hese design a tion s a pply on ly to
Na tion a l Forest S ystem  routes a n d la n ds.
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