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10 Ways to Minimize Your Impact with an ATV
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This product is produced from informa tion prepa red by the US DA, 
Forest S ervice, or from other suppliers. 

The Forest S ervice ca nnot a ssure the relia bility or suita bility of this informa tion for a  pa rticula r purpose. 
The da ta  a nd product a ccura cy ma y va ry due to compila tion from va rious sources, including modeling a nd

 interpreta tion, a nd ma y not meet N a tiona l Ma p Accura cy S ta nda rds. This informa tion ma y
 be upda ted, corrected, or otherwise modified without notifica tion. For more informa tion conta ct:

 Mt. Hood N a tiona l Forest Hea dqua rters (503)668-1700.  
The US DA is a n equa l opportunity provider a nd employer.

Opera ting a  motor vehicle on N a tiona l Forest S ystem roa ds, N a tiona l Forest S ystem tra ils, a nd in a rea s on N a tiona l forest S ystem la nds ca rries a  grea ter responsibility tha n opera ting 
tha t vehicle in a  city or other developed setting.  Not only must you know a nd follow a ll a pplica ble tra ffic la ws, you need to show concern for the environment a s well a s other forest users.  
The misuse of motor vehicles ca n lea d to the tempora ry or perma nent closure of a ny designa ted roa d, tra il, or a rea .  As a  motor vehicle opera tor, you a re a lso subject to S ta te tra ffic la w, 
including S ta te requirements for licensing, registra tion, a nd opera tion of the vehicle in question.
Motor vehicle use, especia lly off-highwa y vehicle use, involves inherent risks tha t ma y ca use property da ma ge, serious injury, a nd possibly dea th to pa rticipa nts. 
Drive ca utiously a nd a nticipa te rough surfa ces a nd fea tures, such a s snow mud, vegeta tion, a nd wa ter crossings common to remote driving conditions. 
By your pa rticipa tion, you volunta rily a ssume full responsibility for these da ma ges, risks, a nd da ngers.  Ta ke Ca re a t a ll times to protect yourself a nd those under your responsibility.  
Much of the Mt. Hood N a tiona l Forest is remote.  Medica l a ssista nce ma y not be rea dily a va ila ble.  Cellula r telephones do not work in ma ny a rea s of the Mt. Hood N a tiona l Forest. 
Ta ke a dequa te food, wa ter, first-a id supplies, a nd other equipment a ppropria te for the conditions a nd expected wea ther.  
ALW AY S  R EMEMBER  TO R ES PECT PR IV ATE LAND! PR OTECT Y OUR  PR IV ILEGE.  S TAY  ON DES IGNATED R OADS  AND TR AIL S  AND IN DES IGNATED AR EAS .
R ea d a nd understa nd this ma p in its entirety.  If you ha ve questions, plea se conta ct the Mt. Hood N a tiona l Forest for cla rifica tion.
As a  motor vehicle opera tor on a  N a tiona l Forest S ystem roa d, tra il or a rea  you must comply with this ma p, a s well a s a ll Federa l, S ta te, a nd loca l la ws a nd regula tions.  
Complia nce with these rules is your responsibility.  

It is prohibited to possess or opera te a  motor vehicle on N a tiona l Forest S ystem la nds on the Mt. Hood N a tiona l Forest other tha n in a ccorda nce with these designa tions (36 CFR  261.13)
V iola tors of 36 CFR  261.13 a re subject to a  fine of up to $5,000, imprisonment for up to 6 months, or both (18 U.S .C. 3571(e)).  This prohibita tion a pplies rega rdless of the presence or a bsence of signs.  
Designa ted roa ds, tra ils a nd a rea s ma y a lso be subject to tempora ry, emergency closures. As a  visitor, you must comply with signs notifying you of such restrictions. 
A na tiona l forest ma y issue a n order to close a  roa d, tra il or a rea  on a  temporta ty ba sis to protect the life, hea lth or sa fety of forest visitors or the na tura l or cultura l resources in these a rea s.  
S uch a  tempora ry a nd/or emergency closures a re consistent with the Tra vel Ma na gement R ule (36 CFR  212.52 (b), 36 CFR  261 subpa rt B). 

Prohibitions

Operator Responsibilities

Safety
ATV  S a fety Educa tion Ca rd –  Formerly referred to a s a n “opera tor permit,” the ca rd signifies 
successfully completing a n OPR D a pproved online sa fety educa tion course. 
Y outh must a lso complete a  ha nds-on tra ining or eva lua tion course. (R ef: OR S  801.193) Effective
 J a nua ry 1, 2014, a ll opera tors of Cla ss I or Cla ss III ATV s must possess a n OPR D 
“ATV  S a fety Educa tion Ca rd.” Online tra ining course options ca n be found a t oregon.gov/oprd/ATV  
Ha nds-on courses ca n be found a t rideATV oregon.org/tra ining
Y ou must displa y a n ATV  permit if you a re opera ting your ATV  on public la nd (a nd even then,
 the la nd must be specifica lly designa ted for ATV  use).
The ATV  Permit Fee is $10.00 (Most permit a gents cha rge a n extra  .50), a nd it is va lid for two yea rs.
Y ou ca n purcha se them online a t https://store.oregonsta tepa rks.org, 
a nd through S ta te Pa rk offices a nd permit vendors.  S ee the la test permit a gent list. 
Additiona lly, you ca n a lso purcha se the permit over the phone, with V IS A or Ma sterCa rd, by ca lling 
1-800-551-6949. Hours a re 8 a m to 5pm, Monda y through Frida y. 

ATV Class Description
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M c C u b b i n s  O H V  A r e aM c C u b b i n s  O H V  A r e a
Open April 1st to November 30th

0 0.250.125
Miles

µ
0 10.5

Miles

0 10.5
K ilometers

Cla ss I ATV  –  (Qua ds, 3-wheelers)
• V ehicles 50 inches wide or less
• Dry weight of 1,200 pounds or less
• Uses ha ndleba rs for steering
• Ha s a  sea t designed to be stra ddled
• Tra vels on three or more pneuma tic tires tha t a re 6"
or more in width a nd ha s wheels with a  rim
dia meter 14" or less.
Cla ss II ATV  –  (J eeps, S a nd R a ils, S UV s)
• W eighs more tha n or is wider tha n a  Cla ss I ATV
• Is not a  Cla ss IV  ATV
• Is a ctua lly being driven off roa d

Cla ss III ATV  –  (Motorcycles)
• Tra vels on two tires
Cla ss IV  ATV  –  (side-by-sides)
• Is 65" wide or less a t its widest point
• Ha s a  dry weight of 1,800 pounds or less
• Ha s nonstra ddle sea ting
• Ha s a  steering wheel for steering control
• Tra vels on four or more pneuma tic tires tha t a re six
 inches or more in width a nd ha s wheels with a  rim
 dia meter 14" or less.
• Effective J uly 1, 2012, youth under 16 opera ting
 a  Cla ss IV  ATV  will need to obta in a n opera tor permit
 (ATV  S a fety Educa tion Ca rd).

Mt. Hood National ForestMt. Hood National Forest

•	S ta y only on roa ds, tra ils or other a rea s designa ted for ATV  use.
•	Try to sta y in the middle of the tra il to a void widening it.
•	Cross strea ms only a t designa ted fording points, where the tra il crosses the strea m. Approa ch the strea m slowly, crossing a t a  90-degree a ngle.
•	On switchba cks, a void roosting a round the a pex of the turn when climbing or bra ke-sliding during descent, both of which gouge the tra il.
•	On slick tra ils, modera te the throttle a nd use the clutch to ga in ma ximum tra ction with minimum wheel-spin.
•	Try to a void muddy tra ils, sa ve them for future trips when they a re dry.
•	Pa ck out wha t you pa ck in. Ca rry a  tra sh ba g on your vehicle a nd pick up litter left by others.
•	Following a  ride, wa sh your ATV  a nd support vehicle to a void sprea ding noxious weeds the next time you ride.
•	Observe proper huma n wa ste disposa l. Bury your wa ste a t lea st six inches deep a nd ca moufla ge the hole or pa ck out your wa ste.
•	Ta ke a n ATV  tra ining course to ma ximize sa fety. Alwa ys wea r a  helmet, eye protection a nd other sa fety gea r

www.fs.usda .gov/mthood

https://www.oregon.gov/oprd/ATV /pa ges/ATV -overview.a spx

www.trea dlightly.org


