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What is Plan Development?

The revision team has started to build a preliminary draft land
management plan, also known as the proposed action in the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process, based on
the Assessment and draft Preliminary Need to Change.

This involves developing plan components, which must achieve
all the requirements in the 2012 Planning Rule. Plan
components guide what future site-specific projects and
activities may take place, where they can occur, and under what
conditions. They are intended to be interdependent, with suites
of plan components designed to meet specific needs. Land
management plans have desired conditions, objectives,
standards and guidelines, identification of suitability of areas,
and monitoring programs.

The overarching purpose of the plan revision process is to
ensure that national forests are sustainably managed for
generations to come. To accomplish that purpose, plan

components must address several ecological and socioeconomic

topics, including:

* Air quality

* Best management practices for maintaining water quality

» Cultural and historic resources and uses

* Diversity of plant and animal communities

» Ecosystem services

* Multiple uses that contribute to local, regional, and national
economies in a sustainable manner

* Opportunities for timber and forage production

» Opportunities to connect people with nature

* Opportunities for maintaining, restoring, and protecting riparian
areas

» Social, cultural, and economic conditions relevant to the area
influenced by the land management plan

» Soils and soil productivity, including guidance to reduce soil
erosion and sedimentation

e Sustainable recreation, including recreational opportunities,
access, and scenic character

» Water quality

» Water resources in the plan area, including guidance to
prevent or mitigate detrimental changes in quantity, quality, and
availability.
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Under NEPA, a proposed action is a proposal
by the Forest Service to authorize,
recommend or implement an action on
federally managed lands. The current
proposed action is to revise the existing land
management plans for the Malheur, Umatilla,
and Wallowa - Whitman National Forests.
The proposed action must be clearly
described to proceed with analysis.
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Scoping the proposed action is a beginning point
outlined in the NEPA process. The scoping period
is when the public can formally comment on the
proposed action, the preliminary draft land
management plan, and say what you think are
important issues for the agency to consider.

NEPA is legislation that requires
federal agencies to integrate
environmental values into their
decision-making processes. This
is achieved by considering the
environmental impacts of
proposed actions on federally
managed lands and the
reasonable alternatives to those
actions.

The Blue Mountains anticipate releasing a NOI,
that will initiate a 60-day formal scoping
period, mid-2025. Commenting during the
scoping period may establish an individual’s
eligibility to object to the eventual draft
decision.

The Blue Mountains National Forest’s plan
revision proposed action:
« Is a preliminary draft land management

plan,
Responds to the draft Need to Change,
Is informed by best available scientific
information and public input,
Provides the “building blocks” that the
Forest Service anticipates including in the
proposed plan,
Built with no alternatives; and
Comments will be used to identify
significant issues which will inform
development of alternatives.

Next steps. The Forest Service will use scoping
comments to develop a range of alternatives to
the preliminary draft plan. Environmental effects of
the alternatives and proposed plan will be
analyzed in a detailed document called a draft
environmental impact statement (EIS). The Forest
Service will make a draft plan and the draft EIS
available for public review and comment for at
least 90-days.

Have questions about the Plan Revision?
Check out our website at

or by following the QR code to the right.

Ask questions or receive updates by joining the mailing list by emailing:

www.fs.usda.govir06/umatilla
www.facebook.com/UmatillaNF
X @UmatillaNF

www.fs.usda.gov/r06/wallowa-whitman
www.facebook.com/wallowa-whitman
X @WallowaWhitman

www.fs.usda.gov/r06/malheur
www.facebook.com/malheur
X @MalheurNF
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