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Spruce beetle outbreaks have consumed nearly 2 million acres of
spruce forest in Southcentral Alaska since 2016. Milder winters allow some
CHUGACH b/ _ spruce beetles to complete their life cycles in one year instead of two. In addition
National Foredt : more juvenile and adult beetles survive the winter, reducing the natural decline in
population each year. Warmer winters combined with drought, make
: trees more vulnerable to infestation. On the Seward Ranger
District on the Kenai Peninsula, the Chugach National
Forest is combatting outbreak impacts by removing
hazardous trees and accumulated fuels to
improve forest health, reduce wildfire risk, and
ensure the safety of visitors and
wildlife.

focused on improving safety and visitor
experience in some of the most popular recreation sites.
Hazardous trees and excess fuel was removed from 250 acres
along the Seward Highway, including the most heavily impacted campgrounds
and trailheads on the forest. Phase 1 was completed in 2024
through a combination of contracted services and
partnerships with local organi-
zations.

aims to

expand these mitigation efforts to a broader
landscape scale to minimize the spread of the spruce beetle
outbreak. Authorities under the Healthy Forests Restoration Act
(HFRA), Healthy Forests Initiative (HFI) and Good Neighbor Authori-
ty (GNA) are being used to expedite cross-boundary collaboration
and implementation to treat these larger areas. This phase tar-
gets 3,000 acres within the 12,581-acre footprint identified for
treatment on the Seward Ranger District by 2028.
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https://www.climatehubs.usda.gov/hubs/northwest/topic/reducing-spruce-beetle-damage-chugach-national-forest-alaska
https://www.fs.usda.gov/r10/natural-resources/forest-health/spruce-beetle

