
SUBWAY CAVE 
Self-guided Trail 

GEOLOGY - Less than 20,000 yeas ago the lava of the Hat 
Creek flow was discharged in large volumes from a series 
of north-south fissures (cracks in the earth). This river of 
lava located near the town of Old Station, crawled 
northward 16 miles, covering the floor of Hat Creek Valley.  
While the top crust cooled and hardened, rivers of red-hot 
lava insulated by newly formed rock above, continued to 
flow. Eventually, the lava drained away, leaving tube-like 
caves. The entrance to the cave was formed by a partial 
collapse of the cave’s roof many years ago. Subway Cave is 
the largest accessible tube in the flow. 

LOCATION - Subway Cave is located near the town of Old 
Station, 1/4 mile north of the junction of Highway 44 & 89 
across from Cave Campground. 

TEMPERATURE - Temperature inside the cave remains a 
cool 46°F year around. Be sure to take a jacket with you. 
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SAFETY - Rough floor, watch your step, low ceiling, sturdy 
shoes advised! 

SEASON OF USE - Cave  is  open  late  May  through 
October. Closed during the winter months. 

VISIBILITY - Visibility is zero.  Take a dependable flashlight 
with you. There are self-guided trail signs inside. 

LENGTH - 1,300 feet of winding lava tube. The total trail 
length is 1/3 mile. 

ROOF - Thickness varies from 8 to 24 feet. 

HEIGHT - Varies from 6 to 17 feet. 

INFORMATION - Contact  Hat  Creek  Ranger  District, 
43225 E. Hwy. 299, Fall River Mills, CA  96028, 530-336-5521  
or  stop  by  the  Old  Station  Information  Center, (located 
near Subway Cave) open April - December, hours vary. 

Subway Cave, Hat Creek Ranger District, Lassen National Forest. USDA Forest Service photo by Amber Marshall, July 13,2023. 
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In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from 
discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity 
conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, 
audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the State or local Agency that administers the program or contact USDA through the Telecommunications Relay Service at 711 (voice and TTY). Additionally, program information may be made available in 
languages other than English. To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA 
and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Mail Stop 9410, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov. USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 
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When you reach the end of the underground cave trail, go up the stairs and  
continue to your right on the above ground trail back to the start. 
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