
 

 

SPECIES:  Scientific [common] Xerophyllum tenax [Western beargrass] 
Forest: Bridger-Teton National Forest 
Forest Reviewer: R.Lehman 
Date of Review: 1/25/2020 
Forest concurrence (or 
recommendation if new) for inclusion 
of species on list of potential SCC:  
(Enter Yes or No)  

No 

 
FOREST REVIEW RESULTS: 
 

1. The Forest concurs or recommends the species for inclusion on the list of potential SCC: 
Yes___     No_X__ 

 
2. Rationale for not concurring is based on (check all that apply): 

Species is not native to the plan area _______ 
Species is not known to occur in the plan area ___X____ 
Species persistence in the plan area is not of substantial concern _______ 

 
FOREST REVIEW INFORMATION: 
 

1. Is the Species Native to the Plan Area? Yes_X__     No___ 
 

If no, provide explanation and stop assessment. 
 

2. Is the Species Known to Occur within the Planning Area? Yes___     No_X__ 
 
If no, stop assessment. 

Nearest known occurrences are on the Targhee National Forest near John D. Rockefeller, Jr. Memorial 
Parkway (Rocky Mountain Herbarium 2019). 

Although the entirety of Bridger-Tetion National Forest has not been floristically inventoried, some 
areas within and adjacent to Bridger-Teton National Forest have been surveyed over the years. This 
species was not documented during these survey efforts: 
• Afton Front Research Natural Area Bridger-Teton National Forest (Fertig and Jones 1994a) 
• Horse Creek Research Natural Area Bridger-Teton National Forest (Fertig and Jones 1994b) 
• Swift Creek Research Natural Area Bridger-Teton National Forest (Fertig and Jones 1994c) 
• Sensitive plant surveys and status of rare plant species on Bridger-Teton National Forest, 1997-
1998 (Fertig 1999)  
• Rare Species and Riparian Vegetation of the Snake River Basin in Wyoming (Jones et al. 2001) 
• Survey for Stephanomeria fluminea on the Bridger-Teton National Forest (Markow 2004) 
• Wyoming Plant Species of Concern on Caribou-Terghee National Forest: 2007 Survey Results 
Teton and Lincoln counties, Wyoming (Mancuso and Heidel 2008) 
• A Floristic Inventory of Grand Teton National Park, Pinyon Peak Highlands, and Vicinity, 
Wyoming U.S.A (Kesonie and Hartman 2011) 
• Blackrock Creek Wild and Scenic River Botany Survey (Johnson 2011) 



 

 

• Sensitive and rare plant species inventory in the Salt River and Wyoming Ranges, Bridger-Teton 
National Forest (Heidel 2012) 
• Teton to Snake Fuels Management Project Botany Report and Biological Evaluation (Englebert 
2013) 
• Botany inventories in select fens of the Caribou-Targhee and Bridger-Teton National Forests 
(Heidel 2019). 

Table 1. All Known Occurrences, Years, and Frequency within the Planning Area 

Year 
Observed 

Number of 
Individuals 

Location of Observations (USFS 
District, Town, River, Road 

Intersection, HUC etc.) 

Source of Information 

None    
 

a. Are all Species Occurrences Only Accidental or Transient? 
 

Yes___     No_X__ 
 

If yes, document source for determination and stop assessment. 
 

b. For species with known occurrences on the Forest since 1990, based on the number of 
observations and/or year of last observation, can the species be presumed to be established or 
becoming established in the plan area?   

 
Yes___     No__ 

 
If no, provide explanation and stop assessment 
 
 

c. For species with known occurrences on the Forest predating 1990, does the weight of evidence 
suggest the species still occurs in the plan area?   

 
Yes___     No___ 

 
Provide explanation for determination 
 
If determination is no, stop assessment 

  



 

 

d. Map 1, Xerophyllum tenax range in Wyoming and surrounding states (NRCS 2019). 

  



 

 

Map 2, Xerophyllum tenax occurrences in BTNF vicinity (WYNDD 2019; Rocky Mountain 
Herbarium 2019). 



 

 

Summary and Recommendations 
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