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S ince aiding the Lewis and Clark expedition in 1805,
whites knew the Nez Perce Indians as friends. The Nez Perce

N E Z P E R C E ( N E E - M E - P 0 0) (in their language, Niimiipuu, meaning “the people”) lived in

bands, welcoming traders and missionaries to a land framed
NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL by the rivers, mountains, prairies, and valleys of present day
: A southeastern Washington, northeastern Oregon, and north
BT g e gy S G central Idaho. They moved throughout the region including
parts of what are now Montana and Wyoming to fish, hunt,
and trade.

Fifty years after the Corps of Discovery, Washington
ongress enacted the Territorial Governor Isaac I. Stevens met in council with

’ : . Nez Perce leaders. The resulting 1855 Treaty with the U.S.
National Trails System in 1968 Government guaranteed the tribes rights to their ancestral

Bureau of Land i .S:Fish and Wildlife
~Management g 5 Departmerit o] At Service
.S Depajtment of 1 ~thé Interior ..~ * g Department of
- theInterior: e i g 3 he Interior

to establish a framework for a homeland in perpetuity, and set aside a Nez Perce reservation
nationwide system of scenic,
recreational and historic trails.

of some 5,000 square miles.

In 1860, encroaching prospectors struck gold in Idaho.
Thousands of miners, merchants, and settlers overran Nez
Perce land, seized resources and committed depredations
The Nez Perce (Nee-Me-Poo) against tribal members. In 1863 the federal government

: P Storic Tl responded with new treaty talks. This time the U.S. wanted
National Historic Trail was most of the Nez Perce reservation — including their treasured
authorized in 1986. Wallowa region of northeastern Oregon and the Payette Lake

Commemorating the 1877 region.

war and flight, the trail extends Mapy chiefs refused and aggrily departe(.i. Amid .
. uncertainty, pressure, and promises, the remaining chiefs
about 1,170 miles from the reluctantly agreed to a reservation 90 percent smaller than

vicinity of Wallowa Lake, that of 1855. Without authority they ceded lands of Nez Perce
Ore gon to B AR lchel who left the council in a document thereafter called

h “the Thief Treaty.”
near Chinook, Montana. Non-Indians distinguished those who signed as

“treaty” Nez Perce and those who had not as “non-
treaty.” The 1863 Treaty, known as the Steal or Thief
Treaty, divided the tribe and foreshadowed a war with
repercussions that are still felt today.

that they will
share our innermost feelings.
Because their journey
makes this
an important time for
the present, 2
past and future.”

Frank B. Andrews,
Nez Perce Descendant
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The Nez Perce eluded more than 2,000 soldiers, civilian
volunteers, and scouts from other Indian tribes on a circuitous N E Z P E R C E I N E x I I_ E

route through four states. They sought safety among Crow allies

on the eastern Montana plains. When this failed their last hope Fort Vancouver, Washington “A worse place to put a camp of four hundred human

was sanctuary in Canada. After fleeing more than 1,100 miles beings, mostly women and children could not have

they were trapped at Snake Creek, at the base of the Bears Paw In July of 1877 Tim’ine ‘ilp’ilpnim (Chief Redheart’s) been selected; in fact it would seem as if this spot had

Mountains in Montana, and forced to submit to Colonel Nelson band and other Nez Perce returned from a buffalo hunt been selected for the express purpose of putting an end

A. Miles on October 5, 1877 — only 40 miles from Canada. in Montana to discover their homeland embroiled in to Chief Joseph and his band....One half were sick.....All

i conflict. Determined not to join the war, they believed were filled with the poisonous malaria of the camp.”
” General William T. Sherman called”the Nez Perce saga General Howard when he promised them safe conduct Council Fire, August 1878
the most extraordinary of Indian wars.” Today, their route is to the reservation. Instead their horses were seized,

designated the Nez Perce (Nee-Me-Poo) National Historic Trail their hair cut, and they were forcibly taken, all 33 men, “| cannot tell how much my heart suffered for my

by act of Congress. women, and children, to Fort Vancouver. There they were people while at Leavenworth. The Great Spirit Chief
This historic route was used in its entirety only once, held as Prisoners of War until April, 1878, when they Fort Vancouver 1854 from a lithograph by Gustavus Sohon b G U g 2 el LU e

finally returned to Idaho. and did not see what was being done to my people.”

however, component trails and roads making up the Trail
Hinmatdéowyalahtq'it (Chief Joseph)

saw generations of travel prior to and after the 1877 conflict. Fort Walsh. Carlada Ee Yak ish Pah (‘iyeq'iispe) The Hot Country
Some became linked to modern road systems while other ! e peine e u e e
stretches were abandoned for more direct routes better suited Between September 30 and October 5, 1877, nearly The Nez Perce National Historic Trail ends at the e Tt o TR S I
to automobiles. In places, the original Nez Perce Trail can be 300 Nez Perce men, women, and children managed to Bear Paw Battlefield, but the story does not end there. Leavenworth, the Nez Perce were transported
experienced on the landscape today. escape the Bears Paw battle and make their way the last Colonel Nelson A. Miles had begun implementing the by rail car to Baxter Springs, Kansas, enroute to
Y forty miles to Canada. Along the way some of the people terms of Chief Joseph'’s surrender when the army’s el s cfhe Al e el
i s S, _ stopped at Cree, Assiniboine, Gros senior commander, General William T. Sherman, reservation set aside for them near present-day
Exile of Chier Redbeart's Band : Ventre, and Metis villages strung announced an alarming change of plans. Rather than e O b
1877 - }878 SR : along the Milk River. At some camps returning to Idaho as Miles promised, the Nez Perce g i

were ordered to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. From there
they were sent on to Baxter Springs, then the Quapaw
Reservation and Ponca Agency in Oklahoma.

The conditions were so dire that most Nez Perce babies
born in Indian Territory died and were buried there.

the Nez Perce found refuge, at : S
others, death. Journey of the Nez Perce

1877 - 1885

FortWalsh

)
H CANADA

MONTANA

For a time some Nez Perce
pASNG o found refuge with the Lakota who
had also fled to Canada after the
Battle of the Little Bighorn in 1876.
¢ The North West Mounted Police at
@ FortVancouver i : Fort Walsh assured them they were

Colville
Reservation
[ ]

Fort Berthold

Umatilla
Reservation®:

78 Redheart's Band return to | 5,
E Pwai Valley

\

e e welcome as long as they remained  Colonel Nelson A. Miles
‘edheart’s Band to Fol . i . e
peaceful and stayed in Canada. T SR
OREGON Helena, Montana (943-884) Fort Leavenworth @
IDAHO
In summer 1878 the U.S. Banter Springs

S Route of the Nez Perce Trail Quapaw

government sent a delegation to persuade the Nez Perce
refugees to return to American soil and rejoin Joseph's
people. Some, like Piydopiyo xayxdyxnim (Chief White
Bird’s) followers, chose to remain in Canada, while others R R et i,
opted to return on their own. e 07 1 g Gl

=== EscapeRoute to Canada

£ NezPerceinExile

(4
Ponca/Oakland
Agency

l
|
d

L

In 1885 these remaining people boarded
a train at Arkansas City to start the bittersweet
journey west, some to reservations at Lapwai
or Umatilla, and others chose to go with Chief
Joseph to the Colville reservation. Chief Joseph
was the only one not given a choice-he was
forced to go to Colville. Their hearts were heavy
with the memories of those they had lost along
the trail and those they were leaving behind in
this country of exile.

Ask Us About Our
“Experience the Nez Perce Trail”
Auto Tour Brochures

The Trail is sacred ground;

please respect the
E :'.5 . resources during your travels.

\"
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EXPERIENCE THE NEZ PERCE

ce (Nee-Me-Poo)
Trail stretches from
y of Oregon to the

™ U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

«y
Dworshak National Fish Hatchery
fws.gov/dworshak

ontanex(Today, travelers En retrac Lee Metcalf Natiov?al Wildlife Refuge

Partnership for the National Trails System Nez Perce Tribe
pnts.org nezperce.org

Chief Joseph Band of Nez Perce, Confederated Tribes of
the Colville Reservation
colvilletribes.com

- % Nation rk
y€ . Confederated Tribe atilla Reservation

Bear Paw Ba eld -
isit/
Nty

¢ approximate route o 18 fws.gov/refuge/lee-metcalf

. National Park Service

ez Perce National

o
e
Vale Dist 't Office Dillon Fiel -l'
r.bl ov/off W" tr‘{ct— blm.gov/office/dillor , Idaho
office office : _ parksan 0
Salmon Field Office Billings Field Office : . N ’

n-field-  blm.gov/office/billings
office

Cottonwood Field
Im.gov/office/cc
d-office

Cody Field Havre Field O

) i Im.gov/offic
office e L]

Lewistown Fiel Malta Field Offi
blm.gov/office/ Im.gov/office/malta-
field-office

Missoula Field
blm.gov/office
field-office
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tive Center ’ PROTECTL] 4
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