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NARRATIVE - HOBO CEDAR GROVE NATURE TRAIL 255

The 1/2-mile Nature Trail has a very gentle gradient (plus or minus 8 percent slope), making it
accessible to older persons or those with moderate handicaps. Trail width is approximately 40 inches.

The trail begins at the parking lot. About 60 feet (18 m.) into the grove is a registration box which
holds brochures for the self-guided nature trail. The numbered paragraphs in the brochure coincide

with the numbered signposts along the trail.

Within the grove, huge cedar columns rise out of a dense mat of lady fern. The closed canopy allows
only an occasional ray of light to filter through when the sun is high on clear, sunny days. Sweet,

cool, and moist, the air is as fresh as a rainshower on a summer day. A small stream tumbles toward
the West Fork of Hobo Creek. An occasiona] log bench provides seating along the trail, i:ow loops

through the grove and returns to the parking lot,
NARRATIVE - BIG LOOP TRAIL

An additional 1 mile of hiking trail allows you to
further explore the giant cedars. The Big Loop
Trail is approximately 24 inches wide and has
some short, moderate pitches of 12-15 percent
slope.

The Big Loop leaves the Nature Trail just beyond
signpost No. 6. It meanders through the grove,
crossing three small streams, and joins the
self-guided Nature Trail by a cordoroy "boardwalk"
near Signpost No. 16. Return to the parking lot
by the Nature Trail.

ACCESS NO. 1. From St. Maries, Idaho, follow
State Highway 3 southeast 30 miles to Clarkia.
Follow Clarkia-Marble Creek Road 321 for 10
miles (26 km.) in a northeasterly direction to the
intersection with Road 3357 at Hobo Pass. Turn
right and travel east on Forest Road 3357 for 2
miles (3 km.) to the parking lot.

ACCESS NO. 2. From St. Maries, Idaho, follow
Forest Highway 50 (St.Joe River Road) east for
35 miles (56 km.) to Clarkia-Marble Creek
Road 321. Turn right and travel in a southwesterly
direction for 20 miles (82 km.). At Hobo Pass
turn left on Forest Road 3357 and travel east for
2 miles (8 km.) to the parking lot.
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TRAIL BEGINNING AND ENDING. 4,400 ft.
elev. (1841 M.) Trail begins at the parking lot on
Road 3357. It drops in elevation to 4,240 ft. (1292
m.) then returns by a loop to the parking area.

ATTRACTIONS AND CONSIDERATIONS.
The 240-acre grove is dominated by a dense canopy
of large western red cedar, with a carpet of lady
fern. The 1/2-mile loop trail has numbered stations,
with a brochure describing the plant and animal
life of the area. The trail is accessible to the
moderately handicapped. There is a picnic area
(six sites) with firerings next to the parking area.
On site accessible toilet. The trail is closed to all
motorized vehicles. The trailhead for the Hobo
Historical Trail 254 is 2 miles (3 km.) north of
the grove on Road 321.



