
DO NOT REPORT FIRES THAT HAVE FIRE FIGHTING AIRCRAFT ON-SCENE. 
TO REPORT A WILDFIRE THAT YOU THINK HAS NOT BEEN REPORTED, 

CONTACT THE SERVICING TOWER, APPROACH, OR FLIGHT SERVICE STATION.

AVOID WILDFIRE 
SMOKE BY AT 

LEAST 15 MILES

AVOID WILDFIRE 
SMOKE BY AT 
LEAST 15 MILES

Not all aerial fire fighting operations 
have Temporary Flight Restrictions 
(TFR) over the operating area. 
However, it is important to know TFRs 
can be enacted rapidly for the 
safety of firefightng aircraft.

Aerial fire fighting can hinder 
pilot ability to actively scan for 
aircraft due to their orbit, 
concentration on target 
acquisition, terrain and/or smoke.

California has over 1,080 wildfire 
cameras across the state that 
identify fires automatically.

Flying in the vicinity of wildfires 
can interfere with fire fighting 

operations and place lives at risk!

Response time for aerial fire 
fighting aircraft in California is 
rapid and aircraft may be 
traveling towards smoke from 
various directions in a short 
period of time.
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IF YOU SEE WILDFIRE SMOKE, FLY AWAY!

WARNING 
MID-AIR COLLISION HAZARD 

Multiple helicopters and airplanes flying in different patterns at varying altitudes 
should be expected above a wildfire. Aircraft will be circling the fire area, including 

the column of smoke, actively engaged in firefighting operations.

PRODUCED IN COOPERATION WITH THE USDA FOREST SERVICE, 
WHICH IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER, EMPLOYER, AND LENDER.


