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Annual Operating Plan Meeting 
The annual operating meeting was held on April 8, 2025 at Duchesne, UT. In attendance were 

. The following items were discussed: 
 

1. Permittees would like to reconstruct Miners Gulch Spring development this summer with a 
new headbox and pipe. Also look a proposed project to extend the pipeline to a second 
trough for better livestock distribution. 
 

2. Lowers Stillwater Ponds Fence NEPA is still on going. The FS will continue working with 
the Bureau of Reclamation and Center Utah Water. 

 
3. Permittee asked for Brush Treatment by Yellow Pine campground. 
 
4. East Fork Fire and flooding was discussed in length. Plan to look at condition and flood 

impact on exiting fences and develop a plan to rebuild.  
 
5. Drought conditions were discussed.  Snowpack has been well below average for this area.  If 

dry conditions persist through the spring and summer months livestock numbers may need to 
be reduced or livestock may need to come off the allotment early.  Utilization levels will 
need to be monitored closely. 

 
Maintenance of Improvements 
All fences and water developments must be maintained before the cattle will be allowed to enter 
the allotment. Please contact our office when you have completed your maintenance. Do so at 
least five days before the cattle enter the allotment to allow us sufficient time to inspect 
these improvements and range readiness. A Range technician may randomly inspect the 
improvements at any time. 
 

Improvement Maintenance Responsibilities 
Permittee 

Responsible Improvement # Improvement 
Name 

Permittee 
Responsible Improvement # Improvement 

Name 

 004250 Rock Creek 
Boundary Fence  004264 Rock Creek 

Corral 

 004254 Rock Creek 
Drift Fence  004249 Moon Boundary 

Fence 

 004507 Rock Creek 
Interior Fences s 004508 South Fork Unit 

Fence 

 ? Net Wire 
Division Fence  435572 Miners Gulch 

Spring 

 4839 Miners Gulch 
Drift Fence    

 
Multiple Use Considerations  
Coordination with permittees on adjacent allotments along with wildlife, recreation, watershed 
and other National Forest uses in needed. Please notify the Duchesne office if you notice any 
unauthorized use or resource damage. A concentrated effort is being made to control musk 
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thistle, Russian knapweed, tall and regular whitetop, and other noxious weeds throughout the 
Duchesne Ranger Districts and Duchesne County. Musk Thistle has been in the Miners Gulch 
area; along the main road through the canyon; throughout the Lower Stillwater Ponds area; along 
Yellowpine trail; and near Miners Gulch, Yellowpine, and Fishermans Parking campgrounds. 
Your help is needed in finding and reporting all weed infestations. If you find weeds, please 
contact Sandy. 
 
Salting 
Salt needs to be used to help livestock distribution. Salting should not occur near key areas but in 
areas that generally receive light use normally. Do not salt in open parks and meadows, and 
adjacent to water.  Remove salt from those areas that have reached proper utilization. 
 
Actual Use Record 
The actual use record and maintenance report included with these operating instructions needs to 
be filled out and returned immediately following the grazing season. If anything comes up 
concerning the allotment or your permit, please contact Sandy Kaminski at (435) 790-7011.  
 
Thanks for your cooperation and have a good summer. 
 
 
 
 
 
Kristy Groves 
Forest Supervisor 
 
 
 






