








































































































































































































(2) Designation: Romrilderness 
Hanag-t Eaphasis: Roaded 

Timber, range, partial retention, and riparian prescriptions are in this 
sis. Some land is included in this emphasis in all alternatives except 
highest level is in B with about 61 percent of the roadless area and the 
in Fat 4 percent. 

empha­
J. The 

lowest 

Ninety-two percent of the tentatively suitable timberland is included in this 
emphasis in Alternative B; 80 percent in C; and from 19 to 49 percent in 
Alternatives E (Proposed Action), G, and H. The lowest is in J at <1 percent 
and Fat 6 percent. High-value old growth is scheduled for early removal; 
however, due to long rotations substantial old growth will be retained in 
partial retention and riparian prescriptions. Early harvest is also scheduled 
in lodgepole pine stands which blanket much of the area. 

Roads and timber harvest will foreclose future consideration for wilderness by 
the end of the fifth decade; however, over 80 percent of the land in this empha­
sis will remain unroaded and undeveloped at the end of decade 1. The roadless 
character changes as roads lessen the naturalness and solitude. Semiprimitive 
recreation use would be disrupted as the recreation setting changes to roaded. 

Access for mineral and energy exploration is enhanced as the road system. ex­
pands. Land of high mineral potential would be 48 percent accessible in Alter­
native B; 29 percent in C; and from 6 to 14 percent accessible in E (Proposed 
Action), F, G, and H. 

Transitory forage for livestock and wildlife is created by timber harvest. 

Nonpriced benefits and costs include: 

Visual quality will be maximum modification except along the Skalkaho 
Highway in Alternatives B, and Hand along most travel corridors in G. 
Characteristics for future consideration as wilderness are foregone by 
the end of the fifth decade. 
Security cover for elk and other game will be greatly reduced in 
Alternatives B and C; however, road closures could mitigate this effect. 
Vegetative diversity tends toward younger age classes in Alternatives B, 
C, E (Proposed Action), and H but retains a sizeable old-growth 
component in a. 

� Water quality is reduced but mitigated by high standards for road 
construction and maintenance. 
Local wood products employment increases significantly in Alternatives 
B, C, E (Proposed Action) and G due to new timber opportunities. 

Economic effects vary depending upon the amount of land that is suitable for 
timber production and the degree of constraints for .visual and watershed 
values; The greatest positive effect is for Alternatives B, and"C where most 
tentatively suitable land is retained in the timber base with few constraints to 
recognize other values. The wood products and mining industries are supported 
by this emphasis. Publics favoring roadless or wilderness characteristics would 
not be pleased; however, much of the area would remain like it is for another 10 
years. Those publics using the area for semiprimitive recreat_ion would have to 
adjust to a roaded setting or shift use elsewhere. Outfitters could continue 
operations although the bunting experience would be altered. 
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