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Output 1: LaVA Pre-treatment Checklist 

Project Description (narrative): 

Project: District: 

Partnership Project: Primary Partner(s): 

Project Objective(s): 

Accounting Unit(s):

Project Location 

Management Area(s) 

Data File Location(s): 
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For all “yes” answers below provide documentation on the next page. 

YES NO Issue:
The treatment has the potential to affect long-term stream health. (If yes, 
go to Decision Trigger 1). 

The proposed treatment includes treatments meant to maintain or 
improve wildlife habitat. (If yes, go to Decision Trigger 2). 

The proposed treatment has the potential to alter wildlife security areas. (If 
yes, go to Decision Trigger 3). 

The proposed treatment occurs within a Lynx Analysis Unit or Linkage 
Corridor. (If yes, go to Decision Triggers 4 thru 9). 

This treatment will utilize temporary roads to access treatment areas. (If 
yes, go to Decision Trigger 10 and 11). 

The treatment has the potential to affect public access thru improvements 
or closures on roads, trails, and/or developed sites? (If yes, go to Decision
Triggers 13 and 14, and list the miles or sites in the narrative on page 3).

The treatment was brought forward or is primarily funded through a 
partnership source. 

Do any “yes” answers above result in a Yellow-Light Trigger? 

Do any “yes” answers above result in a Red-Light Trigger? 

Is it likely that the proposed treatment will result in a deviation from any 
Forest Plan Guideline? (If yes, elaborate on the next page)

Does the proposed treatment impact the Continental Divide National Scenic 
Trail or a Wild and Scenic River? (If yes, describe length of trail/river affected, 
type of effects, and duration of effects on next page).

Based on the proposed treatment, further Design Features are 
anticipated. (If yes, elaborate on next page). 
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Describe any Issues or Triggers from Page 2: 

District Ranger signature confirms all appropriate documentation for necessary pre-implementation 

items is attached and the treatment planning can proceed. 

Approved By: 

District Ranger Date 


	Primary Partners: 
	Project Location: T12N R83W Section 3-4; T13N R83W Section 26-28, 33-35; 6th P.M. Carbon County, Wyoming
	Management Areas: 5.15 Eco Maintenance 
	Data File Locations: T:\FS\NFS\MBRTB\Project\SO\1950LandscapeVegAnalysis\GIS\Implementation\Panda
	Project Description narrative: Purpose:  
The Panda focus area has been identified as a area needing treatment.  Management activities in this focus area will target stands with a component of dead and diseased trees.  

Objectives will be accomplished by implementing stand replacing treatments and timber stand improvement projects. Post harvest, additional fuels mitigation work may be needed.  Activities, including prescribed fire, mechanical, and hand treatment methods, could be used to protect, restore and enhance forest ecosystem components; reduce wildfire risk; and supply forest products to local industries.

Desired Outcome:
1. Healthy stands of trees that are more resilient to forest pest and disease.
2. Reduce fuels and create defensible space for wildland firefighting operations.
3. Provide forest product to local timber industry boosting local economies. 

Challenges:
1. Treatments may be limited by watershed treatment acre restrictions.
2.  Focus area includes wildlife security area.
	Describe any Issues or Triggers from Page 2: Wildlife:
Management actions will occur in the Blackhall Mtn Lynx Analysis Unit (LAU). Most of the treatment units are in currently unsuitable habitat, so these stands can be regenerated as desired. There are limitations on the remaining units in the lynx suitable habitat. Too much of the LAU is currently unsuitable, so no additional vegetation management can change suitable habitat to an unsuitable condition. This includes temp roads, skid trails, landings etc. Only light thinning of the overstory is permitted (retain >25% canopy cover). pre-commercial thinning (PCT) is limited to 435 acres across the whole LAU over time, all in unsuitable habitat where trees do not yet protrude above the snow (<6 ft. tall, not yet winter foraging habitat).  

There is no CWPP or HFRA defined WUI in the project area (PA). There is no mapped old growth in potential treatment units.  

Most of the southern 1/3 of the PA (except for the recent harvest units) is a large security area.  This is due to the characteristics of remaining vegetation for cover and a closed road system. Potential treatments units will remove 245 acres of security areas. This would result in a deviation from FP guidelines as described in the MFEIS but is consistent with LaVA.  The BigBlackhall AU contains 4696 acres of security areas in TOAs and 1408 of these acres can be removed under LaVA. There will be 1163 acres of security areas in TOAs remaining that are available for removal. 

Wildlife database has one boreal toad observation at north end of PA and Colorado River cutthroat in headwater tributaries to Beaver Creek. 

Water Resources 3/17/21 DJG:
I reviewed Forest Plan Management Area and Geographic area water resources direction for the focus area – the following specific MA/GA water resources direction is relevant to the focus area.
Beaver Creek Geographic Area (FP, p 3-34) and Encampment River Geographic Area (FP, p 3-38):  
Standards:
1. Rehabilitate “raw” stream crossings (vehicle) during project implementation to reduce erosion and sedimentation.
Guideline (Note: The Blackhall Snotel site was established after the Forest Plan, therefore is not referenced in the Forest Plan, but management direction would be like other sites and addressed by the USFS/NRCS agreement).
Adhere to agreements in the Memorandum of Agreement between the Forest Service and Natural Resources Conservation Service for the Hydrometerological Data Collection Sites shown in the table below:
Hydrometerological data collection sites.
Site Name Station # Elevation Township Range Section
Blackhall Mountain 06H26S 9820 12N 83W 34

Management Area 5.15:
Transportation
Guidelines   1.        Close non-essential roads to enhance or develop large areas for wildlife security and nonmotorized recreation opportunities.
2.        Use coordinated landscape scale treatments to limit the need for frequent reentries and continued need for additional classified roads. Maximize use of temporary roads.
Transportation
Standard 1. Prohibit motorized uses.
Guidelines 1. After appropriate analysis and as funding allows, take the
following actions, where needed:
• Minimize trail impacts to scenic resources,
• Eliminate duplicate routes,
• Remove trails from maps where repeated travel over the
same route is to be discouraged.
2. Provide only the minimum signing necessary to indicate
directional information at trail junctions or to protect resources.
3. Existing unneeded roads should be decommissioned or converted
to trails.
Focus Area Water Resource Opportunities:
• If in the public interest with management of adjacent timber stands, there are opportunities to remove dead and dying trees along the Coon Creek No 1 ditch in the focus area to reduce ditch maintenance burden on permittees.  
Potential Interested Parties:
• Natural Resources Conservation District – Blackhall snotel site
• Coon Creek No 1 Ditch permittee
• Rocky Mountain Research Station (Coon Creek/East Fork Encampment study area)
Cumulative Watershed Effects:  
The disturbance index tracking or equivalent clearcut area (ECA) analysis completed for the LaVA project on February 12, 2019 (T:\FS\NFS\MBRTB\Program\2500Watershed\GIS\MB\Timber\LandscapeVeg\ECA_Overland\UpdatedECA_021219\ECA_021219.gdb), as summarized in LaVA Appx A, was used.  The following vegetation management projects are active or planned in focus area watersheds and were not included in the 2/12/19 LaVA ECA analysis and therefore were added to the disturbance index by watershed: NFSR 407 & 409 Roadside, Broadway Decks, Blackhall ReOffer, Blackhall McAnulty. Results are shown in a table in the project file.  Based on the proposed potential Panda treatments as of 3/17/21, there are no concerns with cumulative watershed effects and no further analysis to address cumulative watershed effects is warranted.  Neither a "yellow or red light" is met for LaVA Decision Trigger #1. 

Recreation:
The Panda project area is in management area 5.15 and has approximately .05 miles of the 7.5-mile length of the East Fork trail bisecting one potential fuels treatment area.  Scenic integrity objectives are moderate in foreground along the trail and low in all other areas.  Trail use on the East Fork trail would be considered low to moderate with most of the use occurring during hunting seasons.  Treatments along this portion of the trail may reduce overhead hazards and down materials along the trail and improve access to this portion of the trail.  

No yellow-light or red-light triggers are anticipated with the proposed treatments planned. 
 
The proposed fuel treatment area is located at the east end of the trail at the trail head off NFSR 409 (Blackhall Mountain road) and may reduce access over the short-term during operations in this one unit, but could be left open with alternate use options (i.e., no weekend operations).  No other proposed treatments would affect the trail and annual trail maintenance would continue to occur as funding and available crews allow.
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