R2 Directions

FSM7710.2 Travel Planning Objectives:  
· To provide a safe and cost effective transportation system.
· To provide for orderly improvement and management of the forest transportation system and documentation of decision affecting that system.
· To determine the minimum road system needed for sustainable public and agency access to achieve the desired conditions in the applicable land management plan; to promote ecosystem health; and to address public safety and efficiency of operations in an environmentally sensitive manner within current and anticipated funding levels.
· To determine appropriate motor vehicle uses of NFS roads, NFS trails, and areas on NFS lands.
· To designate NFS roads, NFS trails, and areas on NFS lands for motor vehicle use.
· To provide for and manage an appropriate range of motorized and non-motorized recreational experiences, while minimizing conflicts among uses.
· To provide access for the use and enjoyment of NFS lands.
7715.03 Travel Management Decisions   – 6: Consider maintenance and administration obligations and capability in the context of future budgets and staffing.  Administrative units and ranger districts should avoid adding routes to the forest transportation system unless there is adequate provision for their maintenance.  Grants, agreements, and volunteers may be used to extend Forest Service resources.  

National concerns pertaining to the Travel Analysis documentation/defensibility: 
 
1.  Public Involvement –  CFR states ‘to the degree practicable’ involve a broad spectrum of interested and affected citizens, other state and federal agencies and tribal governments
2. Economic Analysis – Disclosure of maintenance and operation needs versus available resources
3. Science based Assessment -   Analysis of Benefits, Risks and Opportunities
4.  Identification of minimum road system and unneeded roads  
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There are 4 key components of a TAP to address the needs of the users, be fiscally responsible, and ecologically sustainable:
· Public involvement
· Science based
· Economic analysis
· Identification of the minimum road system needed to protect and administer the NFS lands;  and identification of unneeded roads
