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1. Introduction

PURPOGE OF THE PLAM

This Pian defines the direction for managing the Gila Matiopal Forest for the
next 40-15 years,

The Plan provides for integrated multiple use and sustained yretd of goods and
services from the Forest 1n a way that meximizes long—te-n net public benaefits
h oan environmentelly sound manner.

Preparsiion cf the the Forest plan 15 required by the Renewsble Resources
Planning Act {RPA}, as amended by the Naticnal Forest Management Act [MFMAY.

The Foresti Plan replaces all previous resource manegement plans prepated for the
Forest. Upon approval of the Forest Plan, all subsequent activities effecting
these lands, ncluding budget propossls, will be based on the Ferest Plan [38
CFR 219.10 [e}l. In addition, all permits, contracts, and other instruments for
the use and occupancy of these llational Forest System lends must be consistent
with the Forest Plan [36 CFR 219.10 [&}].

The plannring principles 1n the NFMA regulations {56 CFR 219,91 [b}] were
integrated throughout the process. These principles are:

1, Establishment of goals and objectives for multiple-use and
susizined-yield menagement of renewable resources without 1mperiment
of the productivity of the land;

2. Consi1deration of the relative values of all renewable rescurcess
neiuding the retetionshp of nenrenewable resources, such as
minerals, to renewsble resouices;

Jd. Recognition that the Metiona! Forests are ecosystems and their
management for goods and services requires and awaleness and
consideration «f 4he interrelaticnships among plents, animels, soti,
watery ai1r, and cther envircnmental factors within such ecosystems;

4, Prctection end, where eppiopriate, improvement of the quality of
raneviable resources;

5. Preservation of importani historsc, cultural, and natural aspects of
our pational heritagey

B. Protestion and praservaiion of the inheient right of freedom of
Amgrican Indrans to belreve, express, and exercise their treditional
rel1grons;

7. Provigions for the ssfe use and snjoyment of the forest resources by
the pubkic;

8. Protection, through ecologically compatible means, of all forest and
rangeland resources fiom depredations by forest and rangeland pests;

9, Coordination with the iand and resecuice planning efforts of othar
Federes!l agencies, Stete and local governments, and Indian tribes;

10. Use of a systemetic, 1nterdisciplinary approsch tc ensure
coordination snd integration of planning activities for multiple-ute
management;

11. Early end frequent public participation;

12. Establishment of gquantitative and qualrtative standards and
guidelines for lend and resource planning and manegement:

13. Menagemenl of National Forest System lands in a manner thet 1s
sensitive Lo eccnomic efficiency; and

14. Responsivenes:s to changing conditions of land aend other resources and
to changing sociel and economic demands nf the American people,



ORCAMIZATION DF THE
PROPOSED FOREST
PLAN DOCUMENT

PLANNNG AREA
GCESCRIPTION

The Forest Plan repleces all previous resource management p'ans prepared for the
Forest. Upon approval of the Forest Plan, all subseguent sctivities affeciing
these !ands, including budget proposals, vnlt be based on the Forest Plan [38
CFR 219,10 (e}]. 1In addvtion, all permits, contracts, and other 1nstruments for
the use and occupancy of these National Forest System Lands must be consistent
vith the Forest Plan [36 CFR £19.10 [e])].

Land management prescriptions end standsrds and guidelines are a statement of
the Plan's mansgement direction. Projected output, services, and rates of
implementation are, however, dependent on the annual budget process.
Imglementetion schedules can be changed to reflect annual budget and amended
accardingly afier sppropriste public not Ticetion,

Chapter 2 of the proposed Forest Plan describes the mejor -ssuetc and conceins
and how the proposed action t1esponds to issues and concerns. Chapter 2
summat12es the Analysis of the Manegement Situation, It depicts the current
levels of goods and services produced, and projects supply snd expected future
use on the Forest, Chapter 4 detai1ls the mission, geels, objectives, proposed
vicinity, &nd timing of manegement practices; progects the conditions of the
Forest by the end of the fifth decade Tiom implementation of the Plan; and
describes manegement direction and prescription snd associated resource
management standaids and guidelines. A managemeni aies map, keyed to the
prescriptions 1n Chapter 4 is 1ncluded with the EIS/Plen packege. Chapter 5 18
the monitorwng plan. The Glossery defines terms used 1n the plan., Appendix A
Lists activity codes.

The Gila Mationa! Forest, lLocated 1n Southwestern Mew Mexico, contasns 3.3
miilion acres end 15 divided nto eight Ranger Distiicts. The Ouemedo, Luna,
Reserve, and Glenwood Ranger Districts are located 1n portions of Catron County;
the Silver City, Mimbres, end Black Henge Ranger Districts are located n
portions of Grant, Sverra, and Hidalgo Counties. There are three areas within
the Gila ctass:fied as Wy lderness: the Gila, Aldo Leopotd, and Biue.

The Forest lendscepe ncludes a wide variety of mounteinous terrain. Elevations
range from 4,200 in the semi-desert lowlands to 11,000 feet wn the -ugged

Mogel lon Mountains. Lower elevations are cheraclterized by roiling hills with
woder stely steep canyons end sand washes. Major drawnages such as the Ci'w =pd
San Francisco have carved majestic sieep-walled cenyons through the lover

rones. The higher eievetions are characterized by rugged mounteins, deep
headwater canyons, elevated mesas and rock valled cl1ffs. Rock ocutcrops ars
prevatent along the west face of the Mogollon MHountains and the east fece of the
Black Range Mountains,

The climate 1s relatively mild with cool summers end noderste winters over most
of the higher elevations and warm year—around temperatures i1n the lower
elevations, Precepitetion veries from 12 inches 1n the southein woodland to
over 30 1nches in the mixed coni1fer vegetative type, The majority of
precipitation ococurs between mid-July and September. Snow occurs at the higher
elevations from Decembar through March,

Due to past geological activities, highly varied climates, end diverse
topography, many geologic soiyl types are found throughout the Fotest,
Sensitive soil types, in the Lune and Quemade Ranger Cistricts (Datil sovls)
were formed from alluvium, G1la cenglomeiate, volcanic sediments, end rhyolite

geciogy types.



2. Public Issues, Management Concerns and
Opportunities

OVERVIEV

ISSUES

PRCDUCE TIMBER AMD
WOOD FIBER

Timber Portion

Fuelwood Portion

Local 1ssues and concerns have been +identified for the Gila MNational Forest,

The proposed Forest plan and elternatives are designed to respond to these
1ssues as well as Resource Planning Act [RPA} Program objectives assigned to the
Forest 1n the Regionet Guide,

Issuesy concerns, and opportunities were 1dentified from the Regional Buide and
from comments solicited from the public and Forest Service emplovees. CGComments
were received n responge to a number of public 1nvelvement workshops and from
en tnformatiop brochure end response form meiled to the public.

Comments received were anelyzed in a scoping process to detarmine the most
relevant 1ssues and concerns. Results of the analysis were compared and
consolicated into those 1ssues or concerns thzt were 1) specifically relevant to
the Forest; 2) of wydespreed concern to the publicy 3) within the Forest
Supervisor's authority to resolve; 4) long—term 1n duration; and 5§} within the
Forest's physical and biolegical capability,

The following informsticn desciibes the major 1ssues and opportunities which
vere selected to be eddressed n the planning process and how the propossd
Faorest Plen responds to each i1ssue.

Opportunities exist for sustaining or incressing the volume of timber available
from the Forest, A portion of this velume could be sustained from steep =lope
areas thet have not been logged n the pest. The amount of volume supplied, the
tecation of timber activities and the potentiral confiicts with other resources
are all concerns. While there 15 & Limited supply of fuelwood &vaileble for
harvest, demand for fuelwood hes increased,

Total Average Apnual Sawtimber Production [First Decade):
30,0 MMBF

This alternative provides a first decade votume equal to the average volume sold
on the Forest over the past 410 to 15 years. As a result, volume should be
available to provide for timber dependent community stebalvty and the stabylity
of the local timber industry, Volume s progected to temsin at the 30 WWBF
level over time. This should provide for the long term stability of the Local
timber 1ndustry and timber depandent communities. In order to meet the
alternative objectives, 17 percent of the first decade veolume and 50 percent of
the f1fth decade volume would come from steep slope areas. The combination of
steep slope and 0-40 percent logging helps minimize the long term development of
presently undeveloped sreas. There are presently spproximately 698,000 unroaded
acres on the Forest, Implementation of thig alternative would result n
development of 20,611 acres wn ihe first decade and 70,468 unrpaded acres by the
end of the f1fth decade.

The resource conflicts between visuval quality and timber management are
addressed by continuing the current management direction., Seen areas along
majar trevelways are monaged to maeintain a classificatien of partiel retention
or above, This results 1n a slight recduction i1n timber outputs from these
arees, FPecause of the relatively smalt acreage 1nvolved, the potential
reduction 1n timber outputs 1s small., The area 1n the retention visual quality
class will be reduced over time. Because of the consideratiors for wildiife and
stand diversiiy, most areas harvested will remain more natural appearing than 1t
the prescyiibed harvest removed more voiume per ecre,.

Totsl Averags Annual Fuelwood Hervest [First Decade):

Pinyon—juniper 9.9
Fuelwood [MMBF)

Timber Harvest 1.0
Fuelwood [MMBF)

Free [Dead snd Down} 1.9
Fuelwood {MMBEF)



RANGE MAMAGEMENT

LANDOWNERSHIP

Rights-of-Way
Portion

Landownership Portion

RECREATIONM

Total Average Annual Fuelwood Harvest [Cent'd]:
Total Fuelwood [MMBF) 12.8
Fuelwood projected demand for the first decade 1s 22 MMEF,

This alternative provides 5€ percent of the first decade projection level, It
comes the closest of all alternatives to resolving the fuelwood issue, Assuming
that the price of fuelwood stays campetitive with other fuels, the projected
tevel of fuelwood cannot be supplied.

Manage and utilize range resources and mprove 1ange grezing. Currentty,
Livestock use 1& in balance with capacity on o sigmificent port-on of the
Forest, however, there are some areas where Livestock use exceeds capacity.
Cpportunities are availeble to increase product on capebiiity end recuce
conflicts with othar rescurces.

Average Annual {First Decade]
Permitted Use Capacity

2ED.7 MAUM's 3P29.8 MAUM's

Projected demand Tor the Tirst dacade 15 383 [MAUMs) and for the fi1fth decede
835 [MAiMs]),

This alternative provides capacity equal to 79 percent of the fifth decade
projected demand, Appioximately BS percent of the Forest would be maneged to
maintain exi1sting 1mprovements and ptovide for ccnstruction of newv 1mpiovements
on the highest potentiel areas.

Adjustments 1n permitted !ivestock use end incressed grazing capacity due %o
increased manggement intenstity will result n balencing use with cepacity in the
second decade. Balancing capacity with permitted numbers will 1mprove the
ground covery and soil loss wilk be reduced 1n those eress currently
overstocked., The long-term productivity will be enhenced as renge cendition
improves.

Adjust landownership as needed to support resource mansgemenl gQoele.
Communities surrounded by Mational Forest lands are Limited n growth. The
location end esmcunt of National Farest lends provided for community expansian
creates conflicts, PRoad and trail rights-of-way sequisition for access 18 hot
adeguate to support resource mgnagement goals.

Rights-of-way {First Dacade)

18,5 [m1les)

Tne proposed action provides for scguisition of rmights-of-way to support
resocurce management goels, It provides for the acquisitiron of approximately 1€
m les of rights~cf-way per decade. The preposed pten would continue the
acquisition of rights-of-way for timber harvest operstions, followed by those
needed for recreation znd renge activities, By the second decade, the need for
new timber rights—of-wey should be Low enough that significant accomplishment of
the scgquisition of needed recreat.opn rights-af-way would begin, Abaut one—third
of the needed rights—of-way will be ecquired by the end of the fifth decade,

The tandowne:ship portion of ihe 1ssue, dealing with commun:ty expansion for
those communities surrounding the G1ia Nstional Forest, 1s trested. Base n
axchange lands totel 9,580 acres and provade for expansion of commun:ties as the
need arises,

Provide verious recrestion opportun:ties such as hiking, back packing, horse
back riding, hunting, fishing, enow ptay, and other octivities. The projected
need for dispersed recreation oppoitupities 1s 1ncreasing., Vehicle use on the
lend, tra1ls, and promitive rosds 1s believed to be a right by meny people,
Otheis object to off-road vehigcte use. The allocation of tand and degree of
restriction cieates conflict,



WILOLIFE

TRANEPORTATION

Dispersed Recreation 1s projecled 1o increase 10 petcent ove: current during the
first decede.

Timber activities 1n this alternative wilt resuit 1n onty 3 percent of the
existing unroaded portions of the Foiest being developed by the end of the first
decade, Existing travelways will be closed at the tate of BOO miles in the
firsl decade. Vhere conflicts with wildlife ex1st or where new rosds are not
needed for prolection ¢r administeation of tha timber resource, local roads
constructed for timbar harvect will be clesed., This should i1esult 1n closure of
approximately B5 percent of new constructed roads. As a result of trevelway and
road closures, open road density will dectine by the end of the first decade. A
high level of non-motorized recreat:on oppertunities will be meintained.
Opportunities Like driving for plessure, sightseeing, and other dispelsed

reci ealion activities conducted close to roads will remain at appioximately
existing levels. Opportunities outside of wildeiness for ectivities commonly
conducted 1n a more unmodified environment (backpacking, horsebeck ridingy etc,)
will remain high. Access fe: wwnting end fishing will be maintained at
approximately existing levels., Even though most of the Feorest remeinc open to
off 1oed vehicle use, road closures will result in a decrease 1n motorized

oppor tunities Lo steens jefalively unkrndy Tied environments, Most existing
dispersed recreation facilities will be maintained over time.

Maintawn or improve fish and wildiife habitals. Gpportunities exi1st 0 maintamn
or 1mprove wildlife habitats, Hazbitat requiirements for some wildlaife conflict
¥1th other species and other resouices.

The overall impact of the propoused ptan on wildiife habitat carrying capacity 1s
determined by the gquantity of hebitet ccmponents and the gquality of habitets
serot1oted with levels of coordination and impiovement.

Parcent change in exist.ng hebiiats expected by f1fih decede 15 projected
as follows:

Hebitat Component

Gid Growth [Acres)} -12%
Cover Hab:tat {Acres) -£0%
Turkey Roost Habitet [Acres} -12%
Sguirral Hest Habitet [Acres) - 8%
Herbaceous Ferage & Cover +30%

Even though the guantity of habitat declines, the Level of coordination and
improvenents off-set the oversll 1mpact ¢n carrying cepacity.

The chenge in direct and indirect coordination end habitst 1mprovement by the
end of fifth decade compsied to current levels, 18 projectad to 1ncrease 175
percent,

The proposed plen inciludes presc:ibed natural fite and/or planned gnmitions to
restore natural habitat diversity 1n wildernese sreas. Inventories and plans
for future habitats will ensble an adequate ntegration of species habitat needs
with other resource uses snd anable establishment of prierities for mainlensnce
and 1mprovement of habitets. A moderate overal! 1nerease in existing habitat
carrying copacity witl occur, Curtent level witdiife recrestion visitor days
for the first decade 12 310,000; with the coordination and activities 1n this
plan it 1s projected to incresse to 317,000.

This 1ssue s related to the econemic efficiency of the Forest. The Forest
concern ¢ 1cdd ro ntenance ond Lhe possible disinvestment occurring as a result
of 1nsuffic ent road pawnienznce and the wympact of thie situation on other
lesources and uses.

Annuval Road Operaticns snd Meintenance (First Decade — mles]

Level 4-2 145
Level 3-8 1150
Open trevelways Not Maintained 3810
Othar fids, Not Mtn. To Standard 759



WILDERNESS

AIPARIAM

The overael! maintenance condition of the roads wi1ll 1mprove during the first
decede, resulting 1n higher sefety on arteriat snd collector roads. Access will
become restticted on some local roads thet aie not mainteined to stendard.

Provide for various ¥hlderness manegement cptlions, As a rasult of the New
Mextico ¥ilderness Act, P.L, 96-550, 12/B0, two ateas are designated for
wilderness study. The recommendation of these areas for either wiiderness or
nonwt ldeiness 15 the 1ssue, [The two areas are Hells Hole and Lower San
Francisco.])

During the planning process, wilderness studies were completed on the two sreas.
These studies aie drcumented in the Technical Report on the Lower Sen Francisco
River Wilderness Study Area end the Techntical Report on the Hells Hote

¥h lderness Siudy Area, These two ateas are recommended for nomwildeinese uses.
The rationel for thhis decision 15 included in the Recoid of Decisian. Hells
Hale will remain open to vehicle use but because of the topogrephy, vehicle use
will not ecocur 1n most portions of the area, In order to resolve a conflict
between motorized end nonmolortzed use of the Lower San Francisco River, the
portion of Lhe ares below Mule Creek will be closed to motorized vehicle use
year round, and the portion shove Mule Creek will remain cpen year round, Both
areas wi1ll be managed to maintawn semi—primitive recreation opportunities,

Riperian habitat 31s very important to many species of wildiife and 15 &lso
wmmportant to domestic lLivestock end public recreation use, Although these uses
can co—-exist, conflicts often occur,

The reletive changs in riparien siend structure, composition, condition, and
habitat carrying capascity by the end of the f1fth decade 15 projected as
fol Lows:

Activily Proposed Plan
Livestock Manegement +10
Timber harvest Levels adjscent to -D

riparian zones.,

Riparian habitet coordination +11
and 1mprovement

Watershed protection levels + 8
This proposal results in & some improvement 1n existing riparian

condi1tion and moderate 1ncrease 1n habitat diversity. ALl riparian aress would
be 1n satisfactory or better condition by the end of the forih decede.



3. Summary of the Management Situation (AMS)

OVERVIEW An Analysis of the Management Situstion (AMS] was prepared esnd documented on
July B, 1984 &s a means of determining the preductive capacity of the Forest to
supply various goods and services, A copy of the AMS 15 fiied et the Forest
Supervisor's Cffice end the Regional Off:ice.

This chepter summal1zes supply and projected demsnd for various Fo el goods and
sarvices which were enelyzed to i1dentify necessary improvements, resolve issues,
and prevent future confliicts, A goat of the Plan 15 to 1dantify the level and
type of forest uses that would help meet projected demand while enhancing or
maintaining resources 1n a cost effective and integrated resource manne)r. Tehle
1 compares key outputs propesed for the first and fifth decades with the maximum
which can be supplied and p-ojecied demand end supply.

Teble 1, Comparison of the Proposed Plan Key Outputs with Supply and Projected Demsnd/Year

Average

Annual __._Proposed Plan _Potentsal Supply _ _Projected Demand
Resaurce Unit of Decade 1 Decede & Decade % Decade & Decade 1 Decade 5
Qutput . Meesure N e
Sawtimber MBF 30000.0 ooano.o 57981 ROR07 achoo,.0 ago0n.o
Sales
Products MBF 548,0 3Bs58.8 N/A 5215 548.0 5215
{ Pulpwood)
Fuelwood MBF 14887.3 14835.3 17985.5 1/ 169854 22000.0 80000
Sold and
Free Use
Grazing MAUM 328.9 358.0 342.2 435.0 383.0 435.0
Capacity
Permitted MAUM 347.2 350.0 342.2 435.0 383.0 435.0
Livestock Use
¥y lderness MRVD 87 .3 117.2 94.8 451.0 87 .0 116.5
Recreation
Daveloped MRVD 171.4 180.8 171.4 351.0 171.0 275.0
Aecreation
hspersed MRVD 447 .5 965.6 447 .5 B5675.0 447 .5 887.0
Recreation
Wildlife MR\VD 317.0 a55.0 420.0 724.0 420.0 748.0
Water _ _____ AC.Ft. __ 385748 336850 339610 343848 351000 3750600

Motes: (9] Supply for fuelwood was taken from the Max Timber B Period FORPLAN run for fuelwood sold MC
& PP & freey with the PJ from Mex Range.

Timber Supply represents the amount of goods or services which could be supplied if that
output were emphasized at the expense of other goods or services, Some of the
ptoposed plan putputs are produced st levets below therr potent-al supply 1n the
first decede. Sawtimber in the proposed plan 15 spproximetely 52 percent of the
potential suppty n the first decade and G0 percent by the {i1fih decade. Projected
use 15 estimeted to be about 30 MMBF for the Tirst five decedes.

Sold and free fuelwood, though supplemented with logging siash and other residual
material from various activities, 16 not expected to satisfy demend at any time
during the planning horizon,

During the anaiysis of the management situation, data on all National Forest System
lands within the plenning area was reviewed. Those lends thet mat any one of the
folln?1ng criteria were 1dentified as not suited for timber production {38 CFR;
218.3].
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11 The land 1s not forest tend as defined i1n 36 CER: 219.3.

2) Technology 158 not available to ensure timber production from the Land without
trreversible resource damage to soits productivity, or wetershed conditions,

31 There 1s not reasonable assurance that such lands can he adequately restocked as
provided in 36 CFR; 218,37 [¢) (3).

4] The tand has been withdrawn from timber production by an Act of Congress, the
Secretary of Agriculture, or Chvef of the Forest Service.

Forest Service Manual 2412,1 describes the sequential steps that were followed 1n
determining lends tentatively suitable for timber preducticn. The first two steps n
this process are very streight forward. They include definition of forest land and
the definition of tands withdrawn from timber production. Lands not withdrawn that
were forested fell through these screens and were reviewed to determine 1f they were
capable of producing industrial wood, 1f they were physically suitsble, and 1f there
was adequate raesponse nformstion, Much of the forested area classified as
unsuttable on the B1la National Forest could have been put into sny of these
categories.

Forest SBarvice Manual 2412.13 states that "lands that are not capshkle of producing
crops of industrial wood are by defimition to be classified as unsuiteblie", It goes
on to stete that "Specires of trees which are not currentiy utiiized... constitute the
primary criterion for assigning lands to this category."

Forest Service Menual 2412,14 states that "Farest tsnds physicelly suitshle for
timber production are lands where technology is available to ensure timber
productiony without rr1reversible resource damage... and lands where there s
reasonable assurence that they can bhe sdequately restocked within § years."

Forest Service Manual 2412.15 stetes that "Forest land shall be classi1fied as
unsuirtable for timber production, 1f there 15 not adequate informetion available,
based on current research and experience, to project responses o 1imber management
practices,

During the Bila Mationat Forest planning process 2,804,477 acres were inventoried as
forested, Of these totel acres, 772,263 acres were classified wilderness. OF the
2,034,941 acras outside classified wilderness, 237,353 acres were ¢lassifired as not
cgpable cf producing crops of 1ndustrial wood. Stands put into this classificaetion
vwere primarily mixed ponderosse pine/pinyon/juniper stands on very low sites., An
sdditional 215,397 acres were classified as physically unsuirtable. This ecreege
wncluded stands {hat could not be logged without rreversible rescurce damage and
stends where regeneration could not be assured, The partion ef this cetegory called
unsuiteble because of regeneration could also have been called unsuitable because of
the lack of informetion available to project response to timber management. These
are ponder0s& ping stands growing 1n essociation with juniper or other spacies that
mndicate dry sites, Past experience planting these sites has resutted 1n consistent
plantation faivlures, They do eventually regenerele naturally but only when all
cond1tions are perfect, Ipformaticn 15 not availeble to ensure regeneration or to
project response to timber management. The 1,147,104 wcres of pinyon and Juniper on
the forest was clessified as unsurteble becouse of wnadequate nfermation, This left
432,361 ecres clessifred as tentatively suitable. Tebie 2 displeys lands clessified
88 tentatively suitable and shows how these ascresges compared to those of past
inventories.

Teble 2. . Jentatively Suiteble Land Classification . oL
INVENTORY INVENTORY
19682 GTLA 1972 GILA
. ...TIMBER USE CLASS ... .86B APACHE 1978 APACHE LMP DATA
Monforested Land 714,400 a07,.747 E36,413
Forested Lends 2,606,400 2,787,405 2,804,477
Total Farest: 3,320,800 3,305,237 3,342,890
Forest Lands withdrawn 394,423 801,933 1/ 772,263 1/
Forest tands not capsbie of 168,551 237,353 2/

producing crops of industrial
industriat wood



Jable 2. Tentatively Suitshle Land Clessifica lpg_ippn}jgj:_: ’

Forest itends physically unsuitable 215,307
Forest land inadequate Info — PJ 1,445,900 1,054,207 1,147,104
Tentatively suiteble 76€,007 3/ . 745,794 3/ . 432,361
TJotal Forest lands: 2,608,400 2,797,485 2,804,477

1/ Includes PJ 1n wildeness
8/ Pine and mixed contfer on very low sites
3/ Includes physicelly unsuitable areas

Range Grazing cepacity in the plen 18 only slightly below potent-al supply in the Tirst
decade, while cepacity 15 approximately 88 percent of projected demand 1n the first
decade, By the f1fth decede, the plan proposes « capacity of 350 MAUM's with the
potantiat supply and projected demend at 435 MAUMs., The plen proposes permitted
livestock use to be near the potential supply and 29 percent below projected future
demend in the first decade, Permitted use and cepecity ate balanced st 350 MAUMs 1n
the second decade, which 1s 80 parcent of the f1fth decade permitted use potential
supply end prajected demand,

Recreation Wilderness recreation ¢ projected for tha first decads, 1s 892 parcent of the
potentral supply and spproximetely 100 percent of the projected demend. By the f1fth
decade, the plan provides for 28 percent of the potentiral supply and ail of the
projected future demand.

Developed recreat+on for the propesed plan remeins even with supply end projected use
for the first decade, By the fifth decade, developed recreation in the plan witl be
at approximately 191 MRVDs, which 15 54 percent of the potential supply and B8
percent of projected demand.

Dispersed recreation for the proposed plan 1s also expected to be even with the
potential supply and projectsd future demand for the first decade. With the expected
increase 1n demand, the proposed plan witl provide for an inciease 1n dispersed
recregtion to 968 MRVDs., Dispersed recreation potential supply 1s B3 percent greater
than the projected demend by the Ta1fth decade.

WildLife The p'en pioposes a level of 317 MRVDs of witdiife recreation, which 1s sbout 75
percant of the potent.al supply end projected demend 1n the first decade. By the
f1fth decade, the projected wildlife MAVDs will be less then one—half of the
prejected supply potent.al end demand.

Vater Weter yreld output in the plan s only slightly less than the potentie! supply and 86
percent of the projected use 1n the first decade, Py the f1fth decade, water yvietd
in the plan 1s 98 percent of the supply poiential and approximately 90 percent of the
projected demand,



4. Management Direction
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This Chapter 18 a guide to the future management direction for the Gila Nationatl
Forest. It provides the desired management goals and objectives to supply
long—term management continuitys It Lists the spect fic management goats of each
rescurce and the activities necessary to sccomplish these goals.

A mission 1s a guiding principle teward which abtl activities feocus and
contribute, The mission of the Gila Naticnal Forest 1s to provide multiple use
and sustained yveld of goods and services 1n a way that maximizes leng—term net
public benefTrte consistent with resource i1ntegration, environmental qualityr and
management considerations.

The Bila Mational Forest 1s attempting to schieve a management situation that
con respond to local or natiensl demands for wood products, livestock
producticn, water yield, and a2 wide mix of recreation opportunities; ncluding
wildlife related uses, The goal 15 to produce these cutputs and opportunities
on a sustamned basis while maintaining aar, soil, and water resources at or
above minimum local, State, or Federat standards. Lsvels of output and use
opportunmities would be adjusted to s tevel within leng-term supply potentials,
This would ensure the i1mpact on cultural, wiidlife, and vegetative resources can
be mitigated to protect these resources for future management options,
Activities related to m-nerel developrnent end public utility needs would be
parm tted within iFe framework of exi1sting laws and environmental concerns,

The cost for esch activity 1S the amount requited to implement the Gila Forest
Plan. The annual budget, through the agency's budget procecs, may be different
from thet which 1s indicated as necessery for carrying out the intent of the
Forest Plan. It is for this reason that short-renge objectives must be flexible
enough to accommodate variations while the leng-range objectives must be rigid
enough te guide the development of the annua!l budget request to insure
1mplementation of Faorest Plan directions

A goal 1s defined a5 a "coneise statement of conditicn that a land and -esource
rmanagenent pten 15 designed to achieve, A goal 18 usually not quantifiable and
may not have & specific date for completion." [36 CFR 219,2). The goals
necessary to achieve the mission of the G3ila Mationat Forest Plan, by resource
activity, are as Feollows:

Provide {orage to the extent benefits are commensurate with costs without
impairing land productivity and withyn ibe constraints of social needs,

FProvide cooperation with cther agencies and prmivate range lLandowners to reduce
impacts of Livestock grazing.

Tdent1fy and nanage areas that contain threatened and endangered species of
plants.

Meintain and enhance visua! rescurce valuas through application of landscape
managenent principles.

Maintawn a full spectrur of trail opporiunmitres,
Provide a brlanced level of developed and dispersed recreation experiences.

Manege the wilderness recoutce for a quality wilderness experience and to
protect and preserve the unigue wilderness character of esach.

Prcvade for nondeciining sustained vield of timber,
Tmprove si1te productivity through management.

Provide green and dead fuelwood and othes ferest preducts on 8 susteined yreld
basis.

Provide a volume of timber to maintawn jobs 1p dependent communities.
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OBJECTIVES

Manage for a diverse, vell-distributed pattern of hsbirtats for wildlafe
pupulations and fish cpecies in coopelation with statec and other sgencies,

laintain and/or 1mprove habitat for threatened or endangered species and work
toward the eventual recovery and delisiing of species through recovery plans.

Integrate wildl1fe habitat management activities 1nto all resource practices
through intensive coordination,.

Admimister the mineral laws and regu'ations Lo minimize surface resource rmpacts
vhi1le supporting scund energy and minera's exploratign and development,

Protect and 1mprove the so1l rescurce.

Provide for long-term guality waterfiouw needs throuph improved managementi
tachnology.

Restore !ends in unsatisfaclory wate.shed condition.
Improve all riparian areas to satisfTactory or better condition,

thnimize air pollution from Land mancgement activities through applicztion and
timing of smpreved management practicec,

Provide for fire menegemeni sLupport services necessa'y teo sustain resource
yields while protecting improvements, investments, snd providing for public
safety.

Reduce risk or harm to visitars and damage tc public end private proaperty and
natural resouices through educstion, enforcement, and cooperation with other
AYENCI RS,

Conduct lardownership adjustment, right-of-way acquisition, isnd line
locaticny, end special-uses programs to pronote efficient management.

Maintain transportaiion system to support resource goals.

Construct, maintain,y and regulate use of Forest Service facilities to protect
natural resources, correct safety hazards, reduce disinvesimeni, and support
managenent activities,.

Inventory and prevent loss or damage of cultural resources until they can be
gvaluated for scientific study, inierpretive services, or other sppropriate
UGES,

Enhance and interpret cultural resou—ces so that the public may gain a better
understanding and perspective of our heritage.

Encourage and conduct scientific studies to gen knowledge obout past human
behavior.

Provide coordination and insu-~e interdigciplinary 1nput for implemeniing,
monitoring, end updating the Forest Plan,

Manege human resource programs to provide employment, and economic development
opportuntties while meeting natural resource goals.

Protect RRA values and manage for scieniific ond bagseline studies,

An objective 1s defined as "a specific statemeni of measurable results to be
achieved within a stated time pericd" [36 CFR 219.3 [w] ). Forest objectives are
guantitative, They are time-oriented outputs 1hat ara associated with a given
budget level, The objectives need to be schiraved to accomplish goals.

Etendards and guidelines to achieve the objectives are found 1n the management
prescriptions section, Objectives for the Forest are shown 1n the following
tables:



able 8, _ Propoced Plan Outputs — Period 4

Unit of

Average_Annual Outpui Feasure —
Altowable Sale Quantily HCF B2EE.E
Ket Sawtimbar [sales) MBE aocoe
Met Products HBF 54g
Timber Stend Improvenent Acres 1688
Reforestat on 1/ Acres 3712
Fuelwood MBF 11607 .3
Recreation

Develaped M0 s 171.4

Dispersed MRVDs 447.5

Yildlife MRAVDs 317

thtldeiness MAVDs az.3
Hrazing Capacity Fiatts 320404
Permitted Livestock Use tiAUNs 347266
Vater Yield Acre~Feet 338749
Trail Cangtiruction/ Miles B,6

Recongiruct on
Yildlife Habitat HAcre 13646

Improvement Structures 26885
Minerals Operating-Flans 100
Fuel Treatment Acre REQ2
Tmproved Vatershed

Canditian MAcre n

1/ Heforastation ~nciudes both artificial and natiral means. 1t 18 assumed that
about 15 percent of the acres will be by artificial means,

Table 4, Recteation Site Construction Schedule — Period 1
Forgst Priority Site . Capaciiy Acres .
FTurkey Creek
Milrtary Road
fluemado Lake 2E0 an
Trei1t Heads 200 24
Wolf Hollow
Fueblo Park
Redstone
Deloche Canyan
Tray! 700
Willow Creek
Loco Mountain
Sapille Craek
East Fork
Alum
Totals 450 G4

P N

Table 5, Rehabilitation Schedule - Period 1

Forest Priority Site PACT Capscity Acres Acras
1 Giila Corridor Plan 100 B
¥illow CGr, Complex 100 G

2 Lirttie Walnut Group 200 18
Little Walnut {Cthar) 135 12

Vhitewater Picmic ED 3

3 Lake Roberts Picoic 30 4

4 Uppar End B0 13

5 Iron Cresk C.0G. 758 7

B Hesa 120 13

7 Pueblo Park 1] 7
Cherry Creek C.G, &0 B

Ben Lilly Memorial 50 2

HeMillan C,.G. 10 1

Aocky Canyon C.G. 10 1

g Catualk 125 46

g Paowerhouse Trailhead __ 25 _e
Totals 1,100 140




Teble 6, Facilities Construction and Aeconstruction Schedule - Period 1
Forest Pricrity . Mame

1 Quemado 0Office
2 Reserve Off1ce Rehabititatien
3 kegrito Wark Center Phase II
A. Crew Quarters, Trailer Park
B. Warehouse, etc.
a4 G1la Center Yell
g Reserve Water/Sewer
g Glenwocod Warehouse Phase I
7 Grant County Airport-Aermal Firebase Intericr
Road Surfacing
g Mimbres Warehouse Expansion
8 Glenwood VWarchouse Phase 11
A0 _Pehzbilitation_onf Logkout .
1/ “Completion of this schedb’s 18 dependent on funding. The schedule 15 a pripiaty
l15t1ng.

Table 7. V.T.2. [{Visitor Infoimaiicn aeercesl - Rehab1L1tat10n “Schedule - Period 1

Forest Prigmity Site_ POAT Capacity
1 Vi1tderness V.1.8. Center 2480
2 Mimbres R.D, Office 10
a Srlver City RJD. Office 5
4 Blzck Range R.D. Office 15
5 Aesarve R.D, Dffice _8
e e Tatal o N 288
IQQLQ“BE Tra11_gqnglluct1on and Reconst~uct1on Schedu;e - Pariod 1
Priority . Treal 30, . ___ " MName e Mhles__ _
1 212 South Fork™ 68,2
g 155 Turkey Craek 5,3
3 163 Mogeilon 8.7
4 158 Sycamore 11.8
B 207 Wiy tenater 12.0
g 201 lineral Creek 14.5
7 74 Continental Dvide 23.0
e 177 Cienega G.4
f ree Hells Hole 1.8
10 251 Eheep Corral 1.0
14 a01 Kemp £.7
e 247 Spring Canyon 2.0
13 189 P1tt Ranch 3.0
14 43 WS Mountain 10,0
15 175 Claytaon 4.9
18 117 Amimas Divide 1.5
I A LY Hernman R X
Tabte o, “Land L ne Location Program — Period 4 N .
Farest Praur1ty Project Hame ___ Sections Twns — Rng Miles
14 N Bar O Camp Sec, 2 & 3 TS5, RIEW 2
2 Davis Canvon T148,R17% 1.5
3 Carrizo Allotment T185, AW 5
4 Spar Canyon Allctment T105, B1&6W 4
3] Fierrc Forest Boundary T17S, R12 &
131 Bark Cpring THES, P15V 2,56
7 Kingsteon Townsite Survey T1G6S, REW 3.70
e Pteasanlion, West Si1des ™1 & 188, Relw 4
a Minnehaha H1neral Complex Sec. 2 T08, RIY 2.5
10 Harris Sec. 21,28,22,33,35 T258, M7V 8
i3 Taorsette Lakes TES, R18Y 4
12 Y Canyon Sec, 24 & 25 1758, B15Y 3.25
13 Exterior Forest Eoundary T758, R14W 8
14 Retrace Mineral Survaeys, BRRD ts)
15 West Luna TGS, REM 1.5




Table 9, Lland Line Location Progrem - Periad

1
Se

{Continued)

Forest _Priority Project Mame ztions Tens —_Fng_ Mites
1= ASX & Lyons T435, R1aW 5
i7 Spur Lake Ranch Sec. 23, 24, 25 T85, RA20W B.5
1R Wall Lake T11S, R12W 5]
18 Johnson Basin 738, R18% 4.5
20 La Jolla Sec, 4 0 9 TES, R1oW 2.,b6
£1 Glemwond Townsite T11S, RPOY a
er Couth Luna T8S, R20W &}
23 Externa! Fores! Boundary SCRD B
24 External Forest Boundary MRD 3]
e External Forest Boundary T109, RawW 5.5
£8 t-ermosa Ares T35, RoW 23.5
27 Externa' Forest Epundary GRD T25, Riaw 7.5
e flack Canyon T138, R13V -]
28 Range Projects FAD 4
30 External Forest Boundary LRD 4
31 San Francisco Patented Parcels T83, R1SW 5.5
a2 Exterior Forest Boundary RED T8S, R4V 7.25
33 Misc. Surveyor Co-ops
34 ¥W1lderness Beounda.y e e
Jeble 10. Right-of-Wav Acquisition_Scheduie — Period 1 e
Priority  __ __Road/Trail# Tiame _ Miles
1 FR 52 Trerra Elanca 1.0
2 FR 18 Bili Knight Gap -1
3 FR 19 Spur Lake .3
4 FR 1578 Harmosa Rosd 14,5
B FR 3728 Vi ldhorse 1.5
B FR 231 Cordurcy Canyon 1G.0
7 FR 524, apg Analysis Area 20D Access 1C.0
£98, 758
8 FR 157M North Rercha 3.0
9 FR 4DE Xingsten 2.0
10 FR 2P8 Chleride Creek 2.0
" FR 142 Snow Lake )
2 FR 521 Adabe P.8
13 FR 8BGO Fayal dJohn 8.5
14 ER 210 Center F re Creek 4,7
1h TR 774 Turkey Creek Trail «a
16 FR 28 ¥ Canyon T.S.
[BLH & State) 4.0
17 TR 179 De Loche Traal « 4
1€ FL. 49 Toriette Lakes 8
19 TR 708 East Fork .Jeep Trail 2.0
20 FR 512 Frisco Hot Springs B
£1 TR 247 Sapillo Creek 4
22 F& 506 Bear Creek Road 1.5
23 TR 77 Btoodgeod € Cooney .
24 FR 216 & 23 ________East Camp 2.0 e
Table 11. RAced Conctructiion and Reconsiruction Schedu!e — Perjod 1
_Priority Foad ['o, e Hamg____ Hf1les
1 144 Reserve-Beaverhead 18.9
2 o770 Long Canyan 7.0
a3 19 Bill Knight Gap a22.9
4 1653 Oeep Creek 3.2
5 =i Hey Vega 10,0
) 813 fale Canyon 4.5
7 2en Bill Lee Mesa 10.9
a__ 154 ___ Sianal_Peak _ 7.2




ACRES VoL, MTLES T 7T
o ____YEAR DISTRICT. _ __ _ ___SALE NANE o __LTBA_ ___ LDBBED MMBF __ ROAD
1807 OUEMADOD JEVELL 5A16 01 0.8 2
an1s 35BS 9,1 19
SALF TOTAL 3966 10,0 21
LUMA JOMES 3023 1833 5.5 15
RESERVE COLD SPRYHGS EALD [#3]4] 5,2
BARD 1578 9.1
gARD ag7e 4.5
SALE TOTAL gqgp 18.8
o A8W7__ . TOTAL _ 41719 34.3 36
10R3 AUEMADD FEAR =Tk 22 6.0 19
RESERVT EAGLE PEAK scn7 141¢ 7.9 12
BCCE 1531 B.6 op
gcoo 215 1.9 oo
SALE TOTAL 0864 18.4 34
SILVER GTTY JAY BIRD 7F02 406 1.6 a
LUNA H-V ac1o 1320 2.0 5
LUNA CAP Lalehil=d 1630 2.2 3|
.. depe__ TOTAL g7az 30.2 69
1008 OUENARD 0AK acng 2581 6.1 14
LUNA MAMTE anpe 432 1.0 2
SILVER CTTY SHEEP CORRAL 7E04 477 1.8 3
RESFRVE BUZZARD RC05 1667 1E.2 10
CB24 1EN4 4.5 4
SALE TUTAL 2466 10,7 14
—___qf89 __TOTAL _ e [A0G PE.E 82
100G PLACK RANGE UMIVERSTTY PROE 1481 §.5 5
£B26 650 e.0 P
SALE TOTAL 1831 7.5 12
QUENADD BACA apng oeap 4.5 20
LUMA WARD 2A03 16FG 7.8 5
RESFRVE LEFTOVER EARD 290 3.5 ]
EC05 208 1.7 1
6009 755 3.1 7
SALE TOTAL 1783 e.a 18
_____fa90_ . TOTAL 7591 . 2g.3 54
1289 LUMA BTLL acqg 14990 3.1 8
GLENWODD BS 4LATR 15a7 18.1 10
SILVFR CITY MEADMY CREEK 7FNe ann 4.5 2




'IZQ_EJ__LEJE_.: —'_I'e_n_)’gar Timber Sale Program - _Period 1 {Gani{nu:ac}l__ e S

TACRES T T TWOIL,TT 7T T MILE
YEAR_ DISTRICT GALE MAHME ____LTHA_ __ LOGBED | MMDF RCAD
RESERVE CANYOM CREEK 6R2B B73 3.5 9
QUEMADG EL CASO ap10 pelyis]:] 5.8 13
O -5 TOTAL L L FODE 82,0 40
106 RESFRVE LOST LAKE £a21 1398 g.8 M
£823 1€06 £,0 19
SALE TCTAL o2 14,8 a3
BLACK RANGE TEM COW pzTa k| 150 n.8 1
QUEMADO SPRIMG 29B14 1168 a.e 5
9B%1 887 4.2 7
SALE TOTAL 2156 7.4 18
LUMA MAMGITAS ang4 140€ 5.5 7
___ quep TOTAL 5804 76,3 43
1883 RESERVE ROCKER §B15 2315 18,1 16
STLVER GiTY AZTEC 7F02 637 2.0 2
BLACK RAMGE PASS ORI 605 2.0 2
RESERVE BEAVER ER17 53p 4.0 3
LUHA SHARP apy7 2674 5.5 19
1963 TOTAL L E662  P9.8 40
1994 GLEMNCD BEAFVIAL LN 4pn3 1551 1€,8 10
DUEHADD TYIN aD1G 2500 7.0 12
LUt'A LILLY PATCH acog 2180 7.9 13
___.Ag84 TOTAL _ . .. B2m 81,8 ab
1085 AESERVE BURKT CABIN £B1R 2000 15.6 13
GUEMADD BULL NAMP £D40 1000 2.9 3
841 8no a.0 a
opt4 nen 1.2 a
SALE TOTAL 2600 £.1 a
LA HATL apna 196G AR 7
BOOTH aB17 2117 6.0 20
1995 TOTAL _ BOE7 ___09.2 56_
1008 LUNA FREENAN an13 4778 11.2 AR
e a7 1.5 5
SALE TOTAL 5615 12.7 &1
QUEMADD AMTELOPE CRNG 5565 B.7 ag
RESERVE THO BARREL 6814 249 1.8 1
WAGON TOMGUE EARD 1885 7.8 22
1808 TOTAL 11314 £E,P el
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Table 13,  Summary of Vegetation Managemeni Fractices — Period 1 CToTTTmmm T
Forest Decade

_Vegetation Type Practice Acres o ___Ratianate
Panderosa Pine, Shelterwood Harvert 35,531 This practice 15 app’ied to regene:ale 1.mber
Mixed Comfer etonds that have i1eached cutmination of mean annual

increment,

Reoeneration Cut Gheitervood 1s appropriate since 1t 18 &
regeneration method that can be used on stands that
have duarf mistletoe infection. Dwaif mistletoe s
common throughout the Forest. The she' teryood
methed 1s eppropriate becsuse 1% 15 cosi effective,
maintains a partial conopye prov-des © naturs! ceed
source, and a favorable microclimate for
establishing seedlings. Regeneratiop suceess has
been more favorable than wiih other regenerat-on
methods.

Removal Cuts a7.787 This practice 3s the final rtage 1n 2 shelteiwood
receneration methed. When regenetation ig
established 1n the regeneraiion harvests described
sbove, the temaining i-esc are renoved to provide
needed tight and mcisture for growth ef the new
stend and io use the emaining timber.

Clesrcut 1,814 Ths practice 1s aptima’ Tor creating small
openings and to obtain habitat diversity for
wildlife and to contral snsecis gnd diseasecs,
particulerly dwarf mistletos, Other regeneration
hervest method: do not cieote the edge effect ond
habitat cenditions vbtained from small c'esiings.
Clearcutting 15 uded to convert to aspen Tiom o
mixture of aspen with ponde.osa pine or mixed
conifar, It 1s atso best where a'l poteni-a! seed
trees are severely infected with dicease or insects
{Aspen clearcuts comptise 2,500 acres of the
totall.

Intermetd:ate Cut 0 This practice s applied te enhance the growth and
vigor of the stsnd, salvage timber that would die
before a regeneration harvest 15 made, and reduce
the potential for Loss to insecis and disease.

Precommercial 15,850 This practice is applied to young ctands to main—
Thinning tatn the spacing and number of trees per acre at s
tevel that w1ll maximize growth on the remmining
tiees, Diseased and poorty formed t.pes are
removed to enhance the heslth and quality of the

stand,
Unevenaged Horvest E,BR3 Th's praciice 1s sppiied to regeneraie on aiga
Selection Cut while maintaining at lLeast a three story

condition, Tt meinteinc geod visual guality and
provides goocd wildlvfe hebitat for many species.
Unevenage managemeni has not bheen effective where
dwarf mistletoe i1s a probiem, and has favared
conversicn of ponde osa pine stands to white fir,
Douglas firy, or spruce on mixed coni1fer sites.

Prescribed 21,1868 This practice 1s spp'ied to reduce ground fueis,
Burning This reduces the fire hazeid, helps p.spare a

favorable seedbed for nztiural 1egeneration, and
increases forage production for wildlife and
Liveatock, Tt reduces some competition Tor Light
and moisture betwaen tree seadlings and aother
plants, Burning 15 used beceuss 1t 15 the most
effective and chospeet method of fuel Licatment.



fEth_1§. Suﬁ;éry of Vegetation lienagenent Practices -~ Perioed 1 Tontingedy ™" T 7T T TTTTTTTT
Forest Deczde

_Vegetalicn Tvpe Practice Acres _Raticnale

Salvage 1C.R80 This prectice 1t used %o capture volume from
martality n ei1ther suitable or wnsuitable Lands,
Harvest will be by imdividus! trec selectron
because 1t 15 the only method suitable foi
salvapes,

Seeding 3,415 This praectice 14 seeding of grass end forbs to
nciease Torage production for lLivestock and
wildlife. Seed ng methods wnclude harrowing,
breasdcast, or aeri1z2l application with shade
tolerant multi=g owing season species. Actual
on-site 1nvestigations may show less acreage will
be seeded 1f an adequote upderstory existss

Pinyon—Juniper F1ireuoad 38,835 This practice 1s the harvest of pinvon and junmiper
Harvaest stand~ four fireveod, The harvest 15 done using

shelterwcod siiviculiure or ntermediate harvests
or smatl clearcuts far wildlife openings,
Sheltervood and clearcuts regenerate the stands &nd
are the mosl cost effective. JTntermediate baivests
open the stand up so more grass 15 produced fo:
forege and uvetershed protection.

Pruning Browse

Planis 570 This practice 15 hand or mechanical pruning back of
browse plants such as mountein mahogany to
stimu!ate sprouting and 1mprove the habitat
carrying capacity of browse or wrldlife species.

It will be used 1n sensitive areas or areas where
bhuening is not possible, Chemical means are not
effective in achreving desired results.
Oversiory 215490 Thig practice ts reducing the pinyan/juniper over-—
Control stoty cancpy wn areas of new 1nvasion

pinysn/Jjuniper and on previously treated sites Lo
maintsn and/or increase undarstory forage
preduction for Livestock and witdlife. Control
will be sccomplished thiough fuelwood harvest wheie
tree si1ze 1s adequate end sites sre accessible.
Genera!ly thewe Liees are less than 10 Teet tall
and not suitable for fuelwood., Where public demand
18 not suffreient to remove through fuelwoad
harvest, the irees will be controlled by other
suitable methnds, The rnethodz used will be the
most cost—effective and will be based on the
Tollowing critetie:

percent gieatet than § feet 1n height.

Herbycide = Stands where Ot peicent of the t'ees are
Less than &1x feet 1n height with 200 or more trees
per acre.

Fire = Adequate fire fuels to carry fire trrough the
stand and where 50 pearcent of the trees mre less than
four feet sn herght., Density 1s generatly more than

50 trees per acre,

Hand = Stands whev-e BD percent of the trees are six
feat high with less than 185 treer per acre,



Table 13. Cummary of Vegetation Mansgemeni Practices — Peiiod 1 [Coniinuad]

Yegetation Type

Riparian

HANAGEMER T
PRESCRIPT "URS

Menagement Area
Description

Analysias Area

Management Emphasis

Activities

Applicable Aress
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Acres
Practice Treajed o o Rationsle ——
#rush Control 450 Th1s practice 15 to control rabbitbrush and
snckeweed to reduce competition with forage species
on mederate and highly productsve 1ange sites.
Herbicides are generatly more effective than
mechanmical methods and nore cost-effective.
Planting 781 This practice 15 seeding or planting browse and

forb species for the penefit of wildlife.
Trestment 1s done to pronote browse and {orege
production in certain mrezs. This practice 15
seeding or planting native riparian species to
regstablish natura. health and gomposition in
riparien ecosystems. The treatments are done 1n
congjunction with control of iivestock use Levels,

The mission geals and objectives for the Gila Nationel Forest are atta ned
thiough oppiying groups of menagement activities to specific umts of lLand.
Gioups of management activities are called "Prescriptions” and the Land units are
called "Management Areas.," This portion cf the proposed Forest Plan describes
the linkage betucen prescriptyons and the management a.eas,

Management p,ssciiptipons are ecnbinations of managemeni pleociices, activities,
stendards, and guidelines designed to achieve specific multiple—use goals and
obyectives. Management prescriptiens include &ll the necessary mitigation and
resource coordination measures required by leaw, reguiztions, and policies.
D1fferent menagement piescriptions were developed to emphasize individuat
~ssouice potentials, continue curient management, manage st a reduced intensity,
ang address pubiic issues znd nenagenent concerns. The FORPLAN mode' essigned the
piesciiptions Lo specific analysts areas while meximizing present net vacue
within the Limits of the constreints used to meel the goals and objectives of the
alternative., Thus, the nosil cost-efficient prescriptions that neet the
objectives were chosen,

Al prescriptions developed for the piopased Ferast Flen integrate a number of
resource end support element activities and will produce 2 variety cf outputs
vhen applied Lo & management aiea, Each prascription 1s broken 'nto the
categories listed below.

For each management aireg, = brief description ¢f the physicat, biologieal, and
sdministrative cha'acteristics 15 provided.

Anzlys1s arses are ured to predict the response of 1dentified !end &:iee- to
various manogement activities, Analysis areas can he defined end delineated on
maps and can be 1dentified ¢n the ground, Data was gensroled far each ane'ysis
erea to estimate the capacity of providing geods, servicesy or resouice uses far
each prescription., Anslyuis aress were delineated on contiguous lend areas.

A management emphasis 15 a statement regarding the resource emphasis fer the
prescription.

A tist of resou ce managenent activities appliceble to manngement ptactices s
provided. These activities are g.ouped by :esource based cn support elements and
are wdentifred by alphe/numeric code such es A0l or DB3. Each activity has &
unique cede, title, and unmit of measure for the work performsd, An index of
codes 3s provided in the lianagement “nformaiicn Hendbeok FEH 1006.11a and 1n the
Forest Plan Appendix A,

Argas whe e eech activity 15 applied, For areas within a single presc)iption,
some activities may be suirtable for appticztion on certain arsas whereas other
activities are suirted to a different set of areas within ihe mansgement area.



Standards and
Buidetines

How to Apply
Prescriptions

A description of standards end guidelines sets forth 1) specific policies

that apply to activities in each prescription; 21 timing and intensity of planned
sctivities; and 3) mitvgation messures and coordination requirements needed 1o
protect resources and the environment.

Tn applying management practices or esctivities, first locate the area involved

on the analysis area map, The ares must be field checked to determine the
applicable standards and guidelines to be met and the suitability of applying the
praclices or activities at that specific location., Practices or activities are
monitored 1n sceordance with Chapter 5 [monitoring plan) to insure compliance
w1th costs, outputs, and standmards and guidelines.

If the proposed prectices b activities are not adequately covered by the plany
an envirommental ene!ysis 15 conducted to evaluste the proposal and alternatives
to it, as well as to coordinate the selected pimctices or sctivities with
applicable standerds and quidelines for the area. Additional management
constraints not covered by the standards and guidelines 1n the Plan are
determined &1 this time,

If the praciices or activaties 1n the plan are noi approapriate fer a specific
gite because of land suirtability o other cenflicts with standards and

guidet ines, the planned action 1s redesigned or relocated., Majo~ unfcrereen
practices or activities which cennot be changed and which conflict with the plan
may result 1n the preparation of an amendment o1 revision, Amendmentn or
revisions are acconplished by the Forest Supervisor after appropriate publac
notificaetion [I6 CFR 219,10 If)].
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APPL™CABLE TO ALL
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The following Standerds end Guidelines Wil apply untformly throughout the Gila ~
Mational Forest.

BESQURCE

RECREAT 1 £

CULTURAL RESQURDES
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The Forest will be open to CRY use except in designated wilderness and
where specified closed within menagement areas. Additiomal areas will
be closed 3t sign-ficen: rescuice damage 1s occurring o: 15 likely %o
DCoUr,

Off-road vehicle implementation plan will be updated at five year
intervals,

Recreation use of ripar-an zones will be mansged to avoid damage to
riparian resources,

The Forest wva!l comply with the Mational Histeric Preservation fAct
{HHPAY and with Executive Order {ED} 11593, end will undertake active
menagement vhich recognizes cultural resources @s eqgual in 1mportance
to other multiple uses, Cultural resources wil! be managed in
cootdination with the State Historic Preservation Plan and planning
activities of the State Archeologist, and 1n =zccordonce with the
proposed settlament to the Seve the Jemez et al./State of New Mexico
vs, Forest Service Litigation.

Cultura® resources averviews have been prepared that cover all Forest
lands, They are available at the Forest Supervisor's Offi1ce and
Regional Offices, and a% public tibrarres, A Forestwide cultural
resources monagement seressment will be prepared, in consultation with
the State Historic Preservation Officer {SHPO), by Ap:iil 1, 196R. The
overviews will be updeted as required by new deta and scientific
reseaich, by the manapement situation, and/or by plannming needs,

information from the overviews, and from other sourcesy will be used
te deve'op a framework fer the identification, classification, and
eva.uation of known and predicted properties in the cultural ‘esources
management assessmeni, as p:.ovided for 1n the proposed tettiement to
the Save the Jemez et ail./State of Mew Mexice vs, Forsst Service
F1tigation,

Tnteractions among cultural and other respu-ces wi1ll be considered in
deta1l 1n the cultural resources managerment pfanning assessment.
These 1ntergeirons will be analyzed on the basis aof managemenl areas
by assessing the kind and distribution of cultural resources, and
their inte petron with other rmultiple uses, within each management
area. The intersction between culturel and other resources for any
spec1fic undertaking wiltl be evaluated 1n project level analyses,

Under any Plan alternative, the follow'ng standards will apply:

1. The Forest will comply with the Netional Historic Preservation
Act, Executive QOrder 91593, and the proposed settlement to the Save
the Jemez et al./State of Mew Mexico lLitigation.

2, The standards specified in the propoced sett'ement to the Save the
Jemez et al./State of Mew Moxico Litigztion will be followed. Where
the settlement document does noi speeify stsndards, thase n the
Foreri Cervice Manual and Handbook will apply.

3. During the conduct of undertakings, the preferred menagement of
si1tes listed 1ny nominated to, eligible for, or potentially eligible
for the ['stional Register 15 avoidance end protection, Exceptions may
nceu~ 1n specific cases where consultetion with the SHPO 1ndicetes
that the best use of the 1esource 15 data recovery and interpretation,
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4, Sites listed 1n, nominated to, eligibie for, or potentially
eligtble for the Matronal Fegister will be mensged during the conduct
of undertokings to mchieve a "ha Effect” finding, 1n conmsultation with
the Btate Histaric Preservation DFficet and the Advisary Council on
Histo~1c Preservat-an.

E. UYhere resource management conflicts occui, the desirability of
in-place preservation of cultural resources will be weighed against
the values of the proposed land use. Preservation of cultural
resources 1n place will become increasingly imporiant under the
following conditions.

¥Where present rethod: of investigaiion and dats recovery cannot
real1ze the current research potentiral of the sites.

Where the sites are likely to have greatet importance for
addressing future reseerch questicne than currenl ones.

Where the cultura! values derive primaraly from gualities oTher
than research potential, znd where theose values are fully
real1zed only when the cultural remains exist undisturbed n
therr ariginal rontext{s] (e.g.y ossochratrion with sigmificant
historicel persons or events, special ethnic or religious values,
or unique interpretive values.

Where cultura! resources ate mportant primarily for the guality
of therr architecture and the integrity of theit setiing.

Vihere p eservation 1n place 15 nacessa~y to accomplish the
objectives of the Siste Historic Preservation Plan.

¥ihere site density would meke data recovery economically
infessible, or reguire unattainabie cpe:ating cond:tions,

ithere preservation n place 15 1mportant under these condstions, the
Forest wll give serjous consideration to such options as project
redesign, relocakion, or cance’lation. The procedures cpecified wn 36
CFR BOD witl be followed 1n reaching & management decisicn, and the
minimum managerment stande d witl be to achieve a "Mo Adverse Effect”
finding.

8. Surface disturbing undertakings will be managed to comply with 36
CFR 800 and the proposed seit’ement to the Save the Jemez et al,/Stete
of Hew Mexico Li1tigatron. ALl consultation responsibhitities to the
SHPO, before, during, and after an undertaking, will be followed. The
area of an undertaking's poteni.al environmental impact will be
suryeyed faor culiuial iesnurcer and areas of Netive American religious
usa, Tnventory standa~de wi1ll he as specified 1n the seitlement
document and 1n the Forest Service Handbook, and will be determined 1n
consultation with the SHPD, MNative American groups will be consulied
as app opriate,

Cultural raesource managemesnt, including the formulation and avalustion
of alternatives, will be coardinated to the exient fessible with the
State Cultura! Resource Plan and planming activities of the State
Historic Piesarvation Cfficer and State Avcheologisty and with other
ftate ond Federal agencies. This wmill be accomplished as follaws:

{a] consultatien and meetings with such parties, (b} sharing of data,
reports. plans, i1nterpretaticns, and other documents, [c) coordinetion
on Nationa! Register nomipations, and (d] participation 1n the State
cultural resouices plann ng process.

23



24

BESOUBCE

ADR

AD2

An2

Agg

STAMDARDS AI'D GUIDEE . HES

AlL parts of the Forest not surveyed at the 1CO percent leve!l, and on
which there 1¢ 8 Llikelihood that cultural rescurces exist, require
mare intensive i1nventory, Areas rated as highest priority for survey
will be those thal eithe: [a) are espected to have high site
densitiesy and/or (bl are smportant to understanding the historic or
pralnstoric occupatron of the Ferest. Buch areas vill be determined
in the cuttural ,espurcec menagement planning assessment. At a
minimun, survey of such areas il be undertsken in conjuncticn with
annuat update trewvming for pera-piofessional archeologists as
specified in the pioposed setilement to the Save the Jemez et
al./State of New Mexico Litigation,

The Forest will 1mplement or seek to develop or participate 1n the
development of Cultural Resources Allotation Plans. These plans Ll
be available 1n the Cupervisor's and Regronal Offices. Data will he
coltected to 1mp'ement the plan{sl, 7Tn consuliation with the SHPGO,
s1tes wi1ll be allccated Lo managemeni totegories and trested
accocrdingly.

The Forest, through the cultural resources management planning
cnbessment will develop a pricertized List and schedule for nomipating
! gible prope) tiec to the tational Register of Historic Places
{Hational Register),

In conoul tatson with the SHPO, identified s1tes wvwiit be evaluated for
eligibil1ty for Lhe Mational Hegister. Sites considersd eligible will
be assigned a priority for nominatien. Sites not yet sveluated will
be managed as f eligible, un'ess consultation with the SHPO indicates
othermise.

The MNationa! Register nominating criteria @re cantained 1n 36 CFR
60,4, These will be further refined %:hrough the cultural resources
management planning assessmant, MNominations will be coordinated with
the planning activities of the SHPO and the Etate Archeologist, end
with the Allocation Plen(s). Priorities foi nomination will be based
on a considetation of these ptans and the overall cultural :esources
pIogram,

The Forest wi1ll nominate at least iwa individual s1tes pear year for
every full—time profescional employed 1n the Forest's cultural
resources managemeni pregram. Alternatively, the Forest will submit
at least one district, thematic, or multiple properly nomination per
yeat, or may coopeiate vith other Forests tn producing such a
nomination. A different submission schedule for speci1fi1c multipie
pioperty nominaticens may be proposed Lo the 5HPO., Any nomination
returned by the keeper of the National Register for reasons of
technical inadeguecy w1l!l be revisea end resubmitted within 80 days,
weather permitting.

tleasu-~es for the p.otection of culturel esouvices {rom vandatism and
natural destruction will include regule. sinspection and vhere
necessary, slectronic monitoring. Sites listed 1n or nominated Lo the
National Register will be "nspected biannualiy. Sites determined
eligible for the Mational Register will be 1nspected periadically,
unless previous data recovery hae fully documented the characteristics
that qual:fy the site for the Register. ALl aother s1tes except those
fo-matly determined 1neligible for the Mational Register will be
inspected on a need or oppariuniiy basis, as specifred 1n the proposed
settlement to the Save the Jemez et al./State of Hew Mexico
litigation. Sites susceptible to raphrd deterioration and/or human
distu:bance wi1l! be inspected most frequently.
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Sites known to have sustoined unusua’ demage bevond minimal lLevels
that noimally peeur from natural fo.ces will be Listed wn priority
oider for stabilization, This Listing will appeal 1n the cultural
respurces management plann-np onnessment. This List wall specify Fave
sites that are the highest priority for stebilizetion, 35 sites {:f
identifrable]l that have nusisined severe damage, snd up to 6O
addrtronal sites that heve sustsined less severe damage., Criteria for
gstablishing priarities will be those speeified 1n the proposed
settlemeni to the Save the Jemez et el./State of Mew Mexico
Litigation.

Rapid natuial deterioration, or susceptibility to this, will require
planning for appioprieie measures, such &s stabilization and/or dats
recovery. Vandalism, collecting, or 1llicit excavation witl reguire
planming for protective measures such as s-gming, fencinag,
administrative closures, remote sensing, increased patrolling,
investigations, nterpretive signs, Distriect displays, media
communications, and stabilization and /or recovery. Specific sitesn oo
areas may be closed to OFY use and withdrawn from mineral entry.
Parties known to have damaged culture! resources willfully or through
negligence witl be held legally and financially tiable for the casts
of gtabilizeton and repaut,

A cultursl resources professional will inspect each site that may be
affected by an undertaking, and each undertaking with the potentizl to
affect cultural resources., At least one si1te, and not Less than EG
percent &f the sites, designated fo: protection within each
upderiaking will be inspected by a cultural resources specialist, sale
administrator, contracting officer's rep.ecentative, or project
inspector. ALl si1tes listed in, nominated to, or formally determined
eligible for the National Register will be inspected. Inspection will
occur duting the course of the undertaking, or 2t the clase of
undertakings with total duration of less than 72 hours. Inspection
records w111l be provided 1o the SHPO,

Each Farest contract, permit, or leace that hast the potent:al to
affect cultural resousces will contan a clause specifying site
protection responsibilities end tiability foy damage. If dambge to a
cultural raesource 15 found, the procedures specifiad 1n the proposcd
settiement to the Seve the Jemez et al./State of New MNexin
litigation, and 1n the Forest Service Manwa! end Handbeok will be

fol lowed.

Sites Listed 1n or elygible for the lational Register that need
maintenance will be descrmibed 1n detasl yn the cultural resources
planning assessment, The top priority sites ase as follows:

1. Fox Mountarn Road Pueblo [AR-C3-D6-09-378)

2. Feust Site [AR-D3-D6-04-116)

2, Mogollon Village Site {AR-03-06-04-001)
Staby Lyzation/maintenance plans for these s1taes will be developed.
The Forest will previde on-zite cultural resource -nterpietation of
Gila CL1ff Dwetlings. Other interpretive opportunities, which should

be pursued as a high priority when opportunities arise ars!

1. Cultuial resource displays 1n the Supervisor's Office and 1n
district offices.
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2. Trals and interpretive si1gns at less frequently visited
s1tes,

3. Preps.ot op cf popular Litereature, biochures, and fiims
regarding the Forest's culiual 1escurces.

4. Presentat on of poputar talks regarding the Forest's cultural
rESOUTCeS.

B. Professicna! cultural resource 1nterpietat:on fer
I rsentation at meetings and/or dissemination through
p cfasracnatl publications,

Tke Forest will 1dentify cultural 1esource 1nterpretalicn audiences
and ohjectives. This lList of interpretive opportunities will be
reviewed and updated as appropriate.

Vigua! Ouali1ty Levels es 1nventoried and mapped in 1886 will become
the Forest base for the Visual Quality Objectives !isted below,

Preservation® no change

Retention; pius or minus two percent in foreground, plus or
minue five percent 1n middle ground and background,

Partial Retenticn. plus ar minus five percent 1n foreground, plus
or minus ten percent tn m-dd'e ground and background.

Hodification: plus or minus Len percent 1m ell arees.

One ciassification movement downward 15 all that w1t he
telerated,

Manage fo: visual quality objectives ranging from Preservation to
Maximum ModiTicatien as defined in the Forest Visual Resource
Tnventniy, Apply design guideines found n USDA Agriculture
Handbooks, National Forest Landscape Management, Volume 2 series.

Prepare viewshed corridnr plans as needed for timbe, sales,

Acceptabte variations in VOO ctassification from the acreages
presented n the standards ond gusdelines for specific mansgemeni
areas are as fol lows.

Manage deveioped rite periymete;s {or the visual quality objective of
ietentian,

Dispose of all activity slash within foieground distance zones whe e
VaC 1a retention.

The Recreation Opportun.ty Spectrum [B.0.8.1 as inveniodred wn 1980
will form the base far the objectives helow. Changes 1n 1nvenicry
acreage shall conform to the follewing guirdelines:

Primitive(P] ~ Mo Change

Sem1—Primytive{EP} - Ho Change 1n Wildernass, plus ar minus ten
percent on all other,

Semi—Primitive Moterized{SPHM] - Change of plus or minus ten
percent.

Roaded Maturai {RH) — Change of plus or minus ten percent.
RurallR! - Mo Chenge,
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Manage the following areas to meintain these existing Sem:.—Primitive
recreation cppertunities, The areas are rdentified by the following
gengraphic features or known tandmarks?t

APACHE MTM, 14,305
Molan 10,830
Mother Hubbard g,090
Hells Hole 12,R8C
Lower 8sn Francisco 15,660
The Hub 7.770
Brushy Springs 6,790
Fr-sco Box 38,100
Brushy Mounta-n 7,890
Aspen bountain 17,603
Wagon Tonque 7.560
Eagie Peak 20.0745
Devil's Creek 87,085
Gila Box 24,350
ELk Mountarn £,470
T Bar 6,860
Canyan Creek 7.+285
Cont-quous ta Gris 77,460
77 lderness
Tavior Creek G130
Stone Ganyon 7,340
YWahoo Hountain a2,0en
Poverty Creek 10,260
Dry Creek 29.560
Contiguous to Aldo 26,08h
l.eopold
Largo 13110
Sawyer's Peak B54.200
Meadows Creek 34,000
Contiguous to Blue Range 10,786

A forest recreation oppocsunity guide [RCGY wnll be prepared during
the first decade.

Within the Gila tlational Forest and that por*ion of the Apache
Mational Forest admimistered by the Gila National Forest, maintain a
recreation stay Limit of no longer thean 30 days in a consecuiive A8
day period for genaeral dispersed recreation, and 14 days for developed
s1tes.

Menage fTor dispeised recreation at 'ess than stands:d rervice level,

Meintain existing dispersed recreation fecitities [fencing, gotec,
si1gnsy etc.] to Condition Class 2 as m-nimunm,

Rep'ace or remove 1mprovements where they no !onger serve ntended
purpose and/or when they presenti a public hsalth or safety hezard,

Clean and maintain throughout normal use teoason 100 percent aof sl
known intensive use arees. Annual clean up of commonly used sites
will follow the last desr hunting season, GBarbage ramoval will be via
pack-1n/pack-out policys

Ho new summer home sites will be establisheds

Manage for 1ndigenous species. Exotic species capable of repraducing
1n native habitats will not be introduced or allowsd to invade
Nationa! Forest Syutem lands,

Establish current beseline for indicator species habitate snd monitor
trends at ten vyear 1ntervals. Coocperate with MHew Mexico Uepartment of
Game and Fish wn monitoring 1ndicator species populations, 5
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Cocperate with state and other agencies tn maintain wildiife
populations within the habi:tat cspsbility sbyectives atated 1p each
menagenent area emphesis description.

Manage threatened, endangered, and sensitive an mal, fish, and plant
habytat to achieve delisting 'n a manner consistent with the goals
established with the U,5. Fish end Wildli1fe Service and the Mew Mexico
Department of Game and Fish 1n compliance with approved recovery
plans.

Consult and cooperate with the Mew Hexico Matural Heritage Pragram
fptants) to achisve managewment cbjectives Tor th.eatened, endengered,
antd sensitive flora. On 2n opportunity basis, and when funds become
available, inventory p'ants 1deptified on the MNev Mexico Endangered
Plant Species list which may ecccu: on the Forest,

Studies will be conducted to ascertain suitabil:ty of 1ecintioductian
of endangeied, threalened, proposed; and state licted native species
into suitabte habitats, This wilt be accomplished in conjunction with
development and appiove! of recovery plans,

Threatened, endangered end sensitive species habitats found during
p-nject or management planning phases wi'l be eveiuated on the basis
ol best infermation aveirlsble. MHanagement reguirremenis needed to
maintain or enhance habitats fer these species will be incorporated
into 1mplementation plans for individual areass,

Habitat locstiens far sensitive plant and enima'! species remarn
confidential to prevent unnecessary distu bance, theft, ar martatity.

Estab!i1sh curreni baseline Tor T&E and sensitive indicator species
habitats and monitar trends at ten year 1ntervals., Cooperate wrth the
tlew Mexico Depariment of Geme and Fish and U,S5, Fish and Yhildlife
Sarvice 1n monitoring 1ndycetor spec-es populatians.

Accomplish recovery projects included in approved recovery plans.
Progects will be coordinated through tntegrated forest managoment
piactices,

When managemeni praclicer are proposed 1n or lLikely to affect Listed
Gpecies habitat, a biological evaluation wilt be conducted to assess
mpacts and determine needs for consultation ni cenference with the
Fish and YW1ldi1fe Cervice or the Mew Mexico Department of Game and
Fish. Consultation yiil be ymitiated for situations where Listed or
proposed listed species may or 1s Likely to be ffected.

Continue to ident1fy existing ond poient-a! habitat for peregrine
{alcons 55 owtl-ned i1n the Species Recovery Plan, with long term goal
of providing habiytat for appioximate'y 40 b eeding par1r. Complete
inventories and habitat manogement pian: for braeding hathiiats as
ident-fed wn epp oved recovery plans. Monrtor renagement practices
vithir designated pe-egrine fa'con habitat and avalua'e mpacts.
Avord disturbence activities in peregrine nesting habitats between
March 15 and August 15 .

Prov.de habitats to suppe = 2 long term goa! of 120 and 17F

w ntering bald eagles. Conp'ete i1nventories and habitat management
plans for wintaring bald eagle habiiats as specified in app. oved
recevery plans., Ma-ntain eagle roost densities of tvo to six groves
per cection 1n concentrat on nmiesc. Accomplich wettand and Thishe —-e-
improvements to maintain and enhance prey base for wintaring bald
eagles.
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Continue ongoing recovery efforts with the objective of delisting
the species. Deve'op species wnte a native gema Fisheries within
selected areas 1dentifred n congunctyon with the New Mextico
Depertment of Dane and Fish,

Ident1fy forest portions of recovery objectives in conjunciion with
tha MNew Mexico Department of Geme and Fish. Refine habitat
requirremenls ond dentify specific habitat projects needed “o achieve
recovery ohjectives for individua' species hab:tats.

Accomplish recovery projects ncluded 1n approved recovery plans,
Progects il De coordinated through integrated forect management
practicaes.

Consutt with the Mew Mexico Department of Game and Fish on forest
projects which mey affect state endangered wildlife species.

Honstor management practices within occupied and potent-at habitat of
plants listed as threatened, endangeted or on the Regionel Forester’'s
Sensitive Plant List, !lanage sensiiive species to sustein viabality
and prevent the need for Li1sting as threatensd or endangered.

On an opportunity beasis or 1f funds become available. i1nventoiy plants
on the Hew Mexico endangeied mpec-es List known to ocour on the
forest,

Recovery aciiviiies will be pursued whe g pertinent.

IT proposed for Listing, monite actions to determine affect of
management p ectices on habitat end the need for conference with U.S,
Fish and ¥idliTe Sarvice,

Monitor status of federa! Listings. If etevated 10 threetensd .
endangercd status, complels consultatiops with U5, Fish and Whidiife
foa.vica a5 required,

Yrthin turkey habirtet management areas?

lManage for two suitsble turhey roesi groves per section with the
following characteristics: §ix to fifteen trees at a density of
9C-150 sguezra foot of basa! area per acre and & individusl tree

s1ze of 22 1nch or g:ealer DBH,

Provide one depsndable water rocwice per section with suitable
turkey poutt access,

Manage open ord densities to meintain and resto:e hebitat
i1stands without vehicle n'iusien.

Coordipnete Livestock grazing to promote turkey brood res=ing
hegbitats.

Tntegrete =pecific vildi1fe habitat needs with Trmber/Fuelwood
harvest, livectock grazing plans and other menagement sctiv-ties with
habitat interactions,

Mew and reconsirucied Livestock 1ater developments will 1nciude
witdi1fe access and escepe considerations,

Plan and adrminister disturbance asetivities 1n knoun elk calving-
turkey nesting and raptor nesting areas so as not to disrupt calving
and nesting succecs,
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Retain three stesh piles per acre 1n designated areas adjacent to
waters for small game and/or turkey nesting cover.

Maintain a 1otation of meture and over mature mast producing stands 1R
accessible and potentielly accessible P-J zones. Mainilain escape
cover and mast production regimes at no greater than one—half mile
intervals,

Wildl1fe coordination and improvement efforts will 1nclude emphasis on
ttparten and aquatic aree management,

Manage riparien areas in accordance with tegal requirementis egzrding
floodplains, wetlands, wild and scenic rivers, and cultural and other
resources,

Manage riparian sreas to protect the productivity and diversity of
riparian-dependent resources by regquiring actions within or affecting
riparian atees to protect and where applicable, 1mprove dependeni
jesources. Emphasize piotection of soi1l, water, vegetation, and
witd!ife and fish resources prior to 1mplementing projects.

Cive preferential considersticn Lo resources dependent an :1parian
areas over other teapurces, Other resource uses and activities may
occur o the extent that they support or do not adversely affect
riparian—dependent 1 eSoUrCes.

V1thin the first decade, complete classificatian and inventories of
all riparman arecc, and complete sction plens Lo Tmprove all
unsatisfactory riparian aieas. Improve altl riparan areas to
satisfactory or better condriion by 2630, Buch satisfaciloty
conditions are spec:fied below, expressed as a percentage of "natural"
conditions. Twenty—five percent of all riparan aress must be 1n
satisfactary condirtion by 2000.

a) Aquatic resource:

[1) Maintain at lesst B0 percent of natural shade over water
surfates.

{2} Maintain at least 80 percent of natural bank protection.

(3) Meintain the composition of sand, silt, and clay within 20
percent of natural ievels,

b] Vegetation resource :

{1} Maintain at least BO percent of the weody plant composition
1n three or more riparian specias,

[2) Maintawn st least three age classes of riparisn woody plants,
with at teast 10 percent of the woody plant cover n sprouts,
seedlings, and saplings of riparian species.

[3} Meintawn st least B0 percent of natural shrub and tree crown
cover,

¢l ¥Wildlife resources:
Maintain at least 60 percent of natural shade over lend surfaces.
On a si1te-specific basiss identify riparian-dependent resources and

develop acticn plans and programs to bring sbhout conditions essential
to supparting those dependent resources,
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Frovide snag recruvtment for cavity nesting species. Maintain three
snags per acre adjacent to waters and openings within wood!and and
con: ferous forest hebital areas. Maintain at least 1£0 snags per 100
acres distributed cver the remaining conyferous foiest and wood!and
aieas,

Within the teve! of forage pirogected for wildiife use, the allocation
to different speciss groups may vary through coordination with the New
Mexico Department of Game and Fish and the U,5. Fish and ¥hidlife
Servica,

If forage allocated 1o wildlife 1s not the Limiting facto: 1n meeting
the level of wildlife emphasis, that temporary forage cen be used by
Livestock, If wild!ife numbers i1ncrease ond forage becomes a Limiting
factar 1n meeting the level of wildiife emphasis, the temporary
livestock use wiil be cancelted,

Any edditiona! forage that becomes available for allocstion after
projected levels of forest outputes for wildlife and livestock are
attawned will generally be sllocated according to the Long term forage
objective, unless other resource needs are 1dentifired.

Additional witdl1fe habitat capacity that becomes available through
this process will be utilized in further meeting objectives of the New
Maxico Department of Game and Fish Strategy Plan and Sensitive species
Recovery Plans.

Yiork with the Hew Mexico Game and Fish Dapartment to 1dentify and
minimize conflicts, which may result :f wildlife move off publaic
lands.

Anima! damage control activities will be accomplished i1n the Bila
Mational Forest wn atcordance with the Interagency Animal Damage
Control Guidelinas,

tipdate range analysis and davelopment of management ptans ta Regron 3
Range Atlotment Analysis Handbock Standards on all allotments.
Updating intervals s-e dependeni on management intensity identified
within each management area. The following guidelines will he used
after capacity and permitted use are equal.

MANAGEMENT INTENSITY LEVEL
B c D

Al Lotment Cotegory = fleintein at  Haintain et
Analysis at least a least a 20 least 8 15 yr.
25 yr.cycle yr. cycle cycle
Product .on As needed, Average 15 Average 10
Utilization but not less yr. cycle yr. cycle
Studies than a 20 yr,
cycle
Al lotment Evary 3-4 Evary 2 yrs. Every yr,
inspections yrs.
Managsement Average 1C yis, 9 yrs.
Plans B every 15 yrs,
Updates
Permit
Admimistration
To Tnctude
Operating Plans Annuat Ly Annuat Ly _Annuatly
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Tf forage sllocated to wildlife 15 net the timiting factor 1n meeting
the level of wildl1fe emphasis, this femporary forage can be used by
Livestock., If wildlife numbers increase end forage becomes a Limiting
factor 1n meeting the level of wildlife emphasis, the temporary
{svestock use wilt be cenceled,

Permitied numbers will be balanced with grazing capacity by the end of
the second devade,

Manage to bring all grazing allotments to satisfactory menagement by
the mid-point of the third decade., Satisfactory management occurs on
aflotments wvhere management actions proceed according to & schedule
[Allotment Management Plan] that will noi permit regression in rangs
condition or trend, Acres of satisfaclory management are total full
capacity acres, for a complete eliotment, within a management area
being opersted satisfactorily., Acres of unsatiefsctory managed range
are the total full capacity acres fo, complets allotments within a
managemeni ©tes being operated unsatisfectorily.

The development and revision of allotment menegemesnt plens will follow
the consuftation piovision Sectien 8 (PRIAL, Section 8 directs the
Secietary to review in careful and considered consultation,
cooperation, and coordination with the parties involved when revising,
terminating or developing an allotment managemsnt plen.

The following criterta will be used te allocate capacity 1n those
menagement areas whera eventual capacity will exceed current perm tted

nunbers:

11 If the capacity created is accomplished through appropriated
renge funds, with tack of cooperation from the permittees, the
addrtional capacily wvill be offered to cooperating permittees on
allotments where capacity 15 being reduced,

2] Wbere capecity 1s created with eirther undeposiied coope;ative
funds or & mixture of appropriated range end undeposited
cooparative funds, the additional capacity will be ellocated to
the cocperating permittea.

Grazing 1n riparan zones vwill be manaeged to praovide for the
maintenance and 1mprovement of riparian areas,

Cutside Destgnated Viliderness — Pinyop—jumiper overstory remova! will
be accomplished primarily through fuelwood harvest, Other methods
vill be used where public demand for fuelwiood 15 not sufficient to
mest the destred schedule, fuelwood harvest does not achieve the
destred management objectives, Lhe stend does not provide suitable
fuelwoed, or factors which are necessary to eccomplish harvest are not
available., These methods may involve mechanical, chemicai, hand or
prescribed fire treatments. Wsethod utilized will be determined
through the NEPA p:ocess snd cost snalysis,

There are approximataly 60,088 ascres of pinyon—juniper on the Gile
National Forest that were treated 1n the late 1950's through the
1970's to mprove forage production, The pioject areas were
mechanically treated by chaining or pushing which was not effective n
controlling small trees. These residual, es well as new trees, have
regrown int size and retreatmenl 15 needed to maintan forage
production. Retreatement of these existing pinyon—jumper projects
and 1n1tial trestment throvgh other than fuetlwood harvest witl be
guided by the foliowing criteria:

a] Site potential has soil production potent-al rating of
moderate ar haigh.
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b] Siopes generally less than 15 percent.

c}] Limit treatment to soi1l with tow or moderate erodibility
index,

d] Treatment resuits are cost effective.

KHethods of tireatments witl be determined for each individual project
by economic and environmental analysis.

Guides Tor pethods of tieatment ere:

than § feet 1n height.

Herbicide = Stands where 80 percent of the trees are less than
s1x feat i1n height with 200 or more trees per scre.

Fire = Adequete fire fuels to carry fire through the stand end
whera 80 percent ef the trees are less than four feet in height,
Density 1% gensrally more than 50 trees per acra.

Hand = Stands vhere B0 percent of the trees are six feet high
with less than 125 trees per acre.

Control insect or disease outbreaks when they become spidemic by
mechanical, bialogical, or chemical methods, Method utilized wilt be
determined through the MEPA process and cost analysis.

Thers are wpp:oximately 50,000 acres of g.assiend si1tes that are being
encrogched by ponderose pine, pinyon and juniper, rabbitbrush,
snakev.eed, Grassland sttes will be mainteined as grassland using
mechanicat, chamical, and prescribed fire treatment methods.

Treatmenl selection ciiteria fol encroaching ponderosn pine, pinyon
and jumiper will be the same as described 1n D03 above, G&nakeweed can
be trested using preseribed fire m1 herbicide methods., Rabbitbrush
may be treated using prescribed fire only during the period of rapid
growthy mechenrcel or herbicide methoed, whicheaver 1s the most
cost—-efficient, In rabbitbrush stends with less than 10 percent
cancpy: use grazing managenent systems to encourage perennial grass
that better compete with rgbbitbrush., The grasstand sites will be
assessed Toi treatment during ihe first decede and treated on a
priority basis as preseribed i1n each management area.

Permittee 1nvestment will he encouraged by giving priority to projects
that, contain st least equal value contributions by the grezing
permittee,

When 1epiacing allotment beundary fences, Forest boundsrvy fences will
be given priorily.

Inventory timber lends every ten years, Maintain a cont nuous ten year
timber harvest schedule, Review the classification of unsuitable
timber lands every ten years.

Continue to complete comparinment exeminetion io regional stenda:ds tao

provide data for the detailed stand prescriptiyons and to momitor plan

resutts. Compartmenl examination should be completed on the Forest by
the end of the first decade.

Assure regeneration by netural or artificiel means to mect regiona!
stendards, [FSM 2409.26b R-2)
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ALl reganerat-on harvests will have an objective of creating a new
stand,

Final removal euts will not be schedu'ed unt1l adequale 'egeneration
15 established.,

In mixed conifer stends that contsin aspen, encou-age aspen
regeneration as a minar stand component [less than 50% of total
stocking) at the time of regeneration, through location of skid
trails, landings, and temporary roads.

Restrict regenerstion cuts to sreas where soils have a reforestation
potential of moederate or hrgher,

Hestrict regeneration cutting to aress capable of regeneration,

Hatural ,egeneration will be the preferred stend regeneration
procedure,

Plantations w1!il not be estabiished n natura! openings or meadovs.
ALL reforestation projects will include rodent control where needed.

Hegensrat:on areas will be adequately protected from domest-c
Ltvestock grazing to nsure establishment of the trees, 1n accordance
with FSM 2470,

Si1te preparation by mechanical, prescribed fire, er chemical means
wiil be done as nesded following the regeneration cut (see cut o:
cleercut}. The method %o be used will be selected based on situation
and economics.

Satisfactory stocking will be 1n zccoidance with stande ds established
and published in FSM 2472.03, R-3 Supplement.

Site preparaticn can be sccomplished by chemical,y mechanmice', or
preseribad fire methods as best suits the site to be treated. Site
prepasation method vitl be detesmined through ihe NEPA process and
cost analysis.

Use one precommercral thinning 'n sapling stands up to 6.9 inches

DBH. Thin contferous stands to reduce stocking to levels 1ecommended
n FSH P4a09,17 Silvicultural Practices Handbook, and 2401,28a Cut