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NAC Director's Corner 
A commentary on the status of agroforestry by Susan Stein, NAC Director 

 The USDA Forest Service works 
across land ownerships and uses 
in following its motto of  “caring 
for the land and serving people.” 

More recently, the Forest Service has begun taking a 
“shared stewardship” approach to addressing forest 
management challenges, such as catastrophic wildfires, 
increased public demand, degraded watersheds, and 
outbreaks of  insects and disease. Shared stewardship 
involves working with land managers, including 
state and federal agencies, Tribes, conservation 
organizations, and private landowners across 
property lines and jurisdictions to accomplish shared 
management goals. Through its shared stewardship 
strategy, the agency is following three key principles: 
working at scale across landscapes, developing cross 
boundary solutions, and jointly setting priorities. 

Agroforestry practices can also be implemented across 
land uses and ownerships to create environmental, 
economic, and social benefits. This is often 
accomplished with partners to achieve shared goals. 
This issue of  “Inside Agroforestry” highlights 
resources and examples for those interested in taking a 
shared stewardship approach to achieving agroforestry 
goals. Forest Service Chief  Vicki Christiansen has said 
that “shared stewardship is about working together in 
an integrated way to make decisions and take actions 
on the land.” In agroforestry, again and again, we see 
people working together to make decisions and take 
action. This newsletter provides some of  these stories. 

Sincerely, 
Susan Stein 

Working Trees Information Sheets 
The National Agroforestry Center has released two new “Working 
Trees Information Sheets” related to agroforestry land access: 

• “How can agreements for long-term land access 
achieve multiple goals?” 

• “Can innovative land access strategies for agroforestry 
provide more land management options?” 

These information sheets are available for download on the 
“Business and Economics” page of the 
National Agroforestry Center website: https://www. 
fs.usda.gov/nac/topics/business-economics.php. 

Shared Stewardship Strategy 
To learn more about the Forest Service’s shared stewardship strategy, 
visit https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/shared-stewardship. 
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The RVCC Guidebook includes: 

Programs 

• Community Capacity and Land Stewardship Program 

• Joint Chiefs’ Restoration Partnership 

• Environmental Quality Incentives Program 

• Conservation Innovation Grants 

• Conservation Stewardship Program 

• Regional Conservation Partnership Program 

Federal Authorities 
• Good Neighbor Authority 

• Stewardship Authority 

• Wyden Authority 

• Tribal Forest Protection Act 

Agreements 

• Challenge Cost Share 

• Cooperative 

• Cooperative Research and Development 

• Joint Venture 

• Participating 
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Available Resources 

Savanna Institute Nutshell 
Webinars: http://savannainstitute. 
org/events.html 

Conservation Webinars: NRCS 
Science and Technology Training 
Library: http://conservationwebi-
nars.net/ 

Agroforestry Webinar Library: 
https://www.fs.usda.gov/nac/ 
resources/webinar-library/ 
index.php 

USDA National 
Agroforestry Center 
“Inside Agroforestry” is published by the USDA National 
Agroforestry Center: www.fs.usda.gov/nac 

Phone: 402-437-5178 
Fax: 402-437-5712 

• Susan Stein, NAC Director 
• Matthew Smith, FS Research Lead (ext. 4021) 
• Richard Straight, FS Lead Agroforester (ext. 4024) 
• Lord Ameyaw, NRCS Agroforester (ext. 4012) 
• Kate MacFarland, FS Agroforester 
• Information Assistant - Vacant 

NAC Mission 
The USDA National Agroforestry Center (NAC) is a partnership of  the Forest Service (Research & Development and State & Private Forestry) 
and the Natural Resources Conservation Service. NAC’s staff  is located at the University of  Nebraska in Lincoln. NAC’s purpose is to accelerate 
the development and application of  agroforestry technologies to attain more economically, environmentally, and socially sustainable land 
use systems by working with a national network of  partners and cooperators to conduct research, develop technologies and tools, establish 
demonstrations, and provide useful information to natural resource professionals. 

USDA Non-discrimination Policy 
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, 
its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in 
or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating 
based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity 
(including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, 
marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public 
assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior 
civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by 
USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint 
filing deadlines vary by program or incident. 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of 
communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, 
audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the 

responsible agency or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 
(voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service 
at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made 
available in languages other than English. 

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA 
Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online 
at https://www.ocio.usda.gov/document/ad-3027 and at any USDA 
office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter 
all of  the information requested in the form. To request a copy of 
the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed 
form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of  Agriculture, 
Office of  the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or 
(3) email: program.intake@usda.gov. program.intake@usda.gov 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 
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