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Changing Landscapes
Land use planning curriculum for natural resource professionals

P1 – An American History of Planning
P2 – Policies that Direct Natural Resource Planning
P3 – The Role of the Natural Resource Professional in Planning
P4 – Developing and Measuring Effective Local Policy
P5 – Principles of Ecosystem Services

L1 – Principles of Planning
L2 – Scales of Planning: From Landscapes to Ecosystems
L3 – How Planning is Put into Practice
L4 – The Power of Collaboration in Community Planning
L5 – Participation with Conflict in Mind

A1 – Using Smart Growth Principles to Plan Sustainable Communities
A2 – The Power of Green in Community Development
A3 – Managing Stormwater with Green Infrastructure
A4 – Using Science to Substantiate Natural Resource Planning

N1 – Developing a Natural Resource Assessment
N2 – Comprehensive Planning for Natural Resource Conservation
N3 – Regulatory Approaches to Protecting Natural Resources
N4 – Nonregulatory Approaches to Natural Resource Conservation
N5 – Planning for Healthy Forests and Timber Operations
N6 – Planning Tools to Protect Water Quality
N7 – Minimizing Parcelization, Fragmentation, and Sprawl
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Changing Landscapes: A Land Use Planning Curriculum for Natural Resource Professionals

The Changing Landscapes series of 21 factsheets is intended to help urban foresters, service foresters, 
fire specialists, and other natural resource professionals become more familiar with land use 
planning—what it is, the policies that direct it, and the tools used to carry it out. The hope is that a 
better understanding of land use planning will help natural resource professionals be more confident 
and informed to ensure that natural resources are considered, protected, and sustainably managed to 
the greatest extent possible when planning decisions are made that affect land use across the rural-to-
urban continuum. 

Three consultants representing the Mid-Atlantic, Northeast, and Midwest were awarded contracts to 
write the factsheets with input from a diverse group of partners representing urban and community 
forestry, fire, and stewardship programs throughout the region served by Northeastern Area State and 
Private Forestry. Each factsheet identifies the author(s) who wrote it.
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