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Cooperative Weed ManageMent areas
What is a Cooperative Weed Management Area 
(CWMA)?
A CWMA is a partnership of many entities—Federal, State, and 
local government agencies; tribes; organizations; interest groups; 
and individuals—that cooperatively manages invasive plants and 
noxious weeds in a geographic area.

• A CWMA is a defined geographic area distinguished by
a common geography, hydrologic zone, weed problem,
community, climate, political boundary, or land use

• The CWMA partnership is usually organized under a formal
agreement. It is led by a steering committee and organized,
managed, and run by the participants.

• A CWMA is characterized by a commitment to cooperation and
collaboration. Many of the landowners and natural resource
managers in the management area are involved or represented

• CWMA partners develop a comprehensive plan for the
management or prevention of one or more noxious weeds or
invasive plant species in the management area.

CISMAs, PRISMs, and IPPs…oh my!
In the East, CWMAs have taken on their own unique character. 
Many have chosen different names. Some have expanded their 
focus from plants to all invasive species, including insects and 
animals. 

Massachusetts and Florida have Cooperative Invasive Species 
Management Areas (CISMAs). New York has Partnerships for 
Regional Invasive Species Management (PRISMs). And it is common 
throughout the Northeast to find Invasive Plant Partnerships 
(IPPs). There are also invasive species coalitions, consortiums, 
networks, and teams. 

Regardless of the name, these groups share the characteristic of 
striving to achieve their management goals through partnership 
and cooperation.

A Bit of CWMA History
The CWMA concept was born during the summer of 1988 in the 
wake of forest fires that burned over 1 million acres (36 percent) 
of the Greater Yellowstone area. The fires made the area more 
susceptible to invasions of noxious weeds. 

In response, several agencies formed the Greater 
Yellowstone Coordinating Committee to manage 
the problem. They created guidelines that led to the 
publication of a “cookbook” that describes how to 
develop a Cooperative Weed Management Area. 

CWMAs spread rapidly in the Western States and 
have been gaining momentum in the East in the last 
several years. An eastern version of the cookbook was 
published in 2006 and updated and reprinted in 2011.

Garlic mustard, Kittery, Maine. (Photo: Charles Tatham, 
APHIS)
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Resources
CWMA Cookbook: A Recipe for Success: A Step-by-Step Guide on 
How to Develop a Cooperative Weed Management Area in the 
Eastern United States  
   http://mipn.org/CWMACookbook2011.pdf

CWMA Cookbook: A Recipe for Success (Western version)
   http://www.fs.fed.us/invasivespecies/documents/cookbook.pdf

Presentations from the 2008 CWMA National Conference: “People-
Powered Projects”
   http://www.weedcenter.org/CWMAconf/CWMA_conf_home.html

National CWMA Map
   http://www.invasiveplantcenters.org/cwmamap.cfm

Midwest Invasive Plant Network CWMA Page
   http://mipn.org/cwma_resources.html

Center for Invasive Species Management CWMA Page
   http://www.weedcenter.org/cwma/index.html

Northeastern Area CWMA Map
   http://na.fs.fed.us/fhp/invasive_plants/cwma/

Perennial pepperweed, Rye, New Hampshire. (Photo: Kevin Lucey, NH DES)

For more information, contact:

Florence Peterson, Forest Health Specialist
U.S. Forest Service 
Northeastern Area State and Private Forestry 
Durham, NH 03824 
603–868–7714 
fpeterson@fs.fed.us    
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