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A WAtershed Forestry success story

Project Helps Restore Flint Waterfront
The Challenge:
Decades of industrial activity at a 60-acre site in Flint, 
MI, left degraded land in need of restoration. The 
blighted urban riverfront long known as “Chevy in the 
Hole” is located three blocks from downtown and is the 
former location of the General Motors Chevrolet Flint 
Manufacturing plant.

Since 2005, a coalition of local, State, and Federal 
partners completed targeted cleanups across the site 
to reduce contamination, fill old drains and sewers, 
and install a soil and vegetative green “cap.” The 
coalition includes the city of Flint; Genesee County 
Land Bank Authority (GCLBA); Genesee County Parks; 
Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, 
and Energy (EGLE); and U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency. The work was planned and implemented in 
phases due to the site size, project scale, and funding 
required for such a large task. Given the site’s history 
and location, creating an attractive green space, 
reducing storm water runoff into the Flint River, slowing 
contaminated groundwater movement, and improving 
soil and groundwater quality were among the primary 
motivations behind capping the site and restoring the 
land to a more natural setting.

The Solution:
The GCLBA and the city of Flint used $1.4 million in 
Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) funds from the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service to plant 
native trees and grasses. In all, contractors planted 
3,362 trees, representing more than 20 species, at 
the site in a four-phase project. The GLRI grant also 
paid for approximately 6 acres of prairie and no mow 
seeding toward the creation of a low-maintenance 
cap. Contractors also established a riparian buffer zone 
along the waterway.

Resulting Benefits:
The GLRI-funded project reduced runoff into the Flint 
River, improved soil and groundwater quality, and 

slowed the movement of contaminated groundwater. 
The reforestation and improved vegetation transformed 
the once blighted site into a welcoming community 
greenspace by creating native habitat, stormwater 
capture areas, and wooded sections. Additionally, the 
trees planted with GLRI funding will collectively filter 
approximately 198,358 gallons of water each year at 59 
gallons per tree per year.

Sharing Success: 
The city, in collaboration with GCLBA, Genesee County 
Parks, and others, has rebranded the site as “Chevy 
Commons,” a community greenspace essential to the 
revitalization of Flint. The redevelopment includes 
grasslands, woodlands, and wetlands interlaced with 
trails. EGLE and GCLBA are in the process of contracting 
the final phase of capping on the site to complete 
the entire 60 acres in the summer of 2020. The local 
community now has more opportunities to interact 
with the natural environment and enjoy increased 
quality of life from better air, land, and water quality.

Federal Awards: 17-DG-11420004-013 
13-DG-11420004-020 
11-DG-11420004-023

The former industrial site before the project started (top) and after 
restoration (bottom). (Courtesy photos by Genesee County Land Bank 
Authority)

GLRI resources target threats to the Great Lakes 
ecosystem and accelerate progress toward long-term 
goals. (Forest Service Goal #1)
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