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[Project Name]
U.S. Forest Service
[Project Location]
[Administrative Unit]
[County, State]
[Combining this document with the Environmental Assessment (EA) avoids having to summarize the effects analysis and conclusions in the discussions below. The finding of no significant impact (FONSI) may also be combined with a decision notice or stand alone.]
The significance of environmental impacts must be considered in terms of context and intensity. This means that the significance of an action must be analyzed in several contexts such as society as a whole (human and national), the affected region, the affected interests, and the locality. Significance varies with the setting of the proposed action. In the case of a site-specific action, significance usually depends upon the effects in the locale rather than in the world as a whole. Intensity refers to the severity or degree of impact. (40 CFR 1508.27)
Context
[Describe the geographic area in which effects would occur – keeping in mind that some effects might occur off-site or at a later time. Consider who will experience effects from the proposed action.]
Intensity
The intensity of effects was considered in terms of the following: 
Impacts may be both beneficial and adverse. A significant effect may exist even if the Federal agency believes that, on balance, the effect will be beneficial. Consideration of the intensity of environmental effects is not biased by beneficial effects of the action.
[bookmark: Text1]The degree to which the proposed action affects public health or safety. There will be no significant effects on public health and safety because [Insert conclusion. If the EA is not included, summarize the relevant analysis and conclusions.] (See EA page [X]) 
[bookmark: Text2]Unique characteristics of the geographic area, such as proximity to historic or cultural resources, park lands, prime farmlands, wetlands, wild and scenic rivers, or ecologically critical areas. There will be no significant effects on unique characteristics of the area, because [Insert conclusion. This might be as simple as stating that there are no such areas to be affected. If the EA is not included, summarize the relevant analysis and conclusions.]  (See EA page [X]) 
[bookmark: Text3]The degree to which the effects on the quality of the human environment are likely to be highly controversial. The effects on the quality of the human environment are not likely to be highly controversial. There is no known credible scientific controversy over the impacts of the proposed action. [Remember, this is about controversy over the effects – not whether people are for or against the action. Insert conclusion. If the EA is not included, summarize the relevant analysis and conclusions.]  (See EA page [X])
[bookmark: Text4]The degree to which the possible effects on the human environment are highly uncertain or involve unique or unknown risks. The Agency has considerable experience with actions like the one proposed. The analysis shows the effects are not uncertain, and do not involve unique or unknown risk [If the EA is not included, summarize the relevant analysis and conclusions.]  (See EA page [X])
[bookmark: Text5]The degree to which the action may establish a precedent for future actions with significant effects, or represents a decision in principle about a future consideration. The action is not likely to establish a precedent for future actions with significant effects, because [Insert conclusion. If the EA is not included, summarize the relevant analysis and conclusions.]  (See EA page [X])
[bookmark: Text6]Whether the action is related to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively significant impacts. The cumulative impacts are not significant. [Insert any conclusion concerning any other effects that would be additive to the effects of the proposed action.]  [If no cumulative effects, state that the effects of the action are limited to the local area and there are no other effects that would be additive to the effects of the proposed action.]  [If the EA is not included, summarize the relevant analysis and conclusions.]  (See EA page [X])
[bookmark: Text10][bookmark: Text7]The degree to which the action may adversely affect districts, sites, highways, structures, or objects listed , or eligible for listing, in the National Register of Historic Places or may cause loss or destruction of significant scientific, cultural, or historical resources. The action will have no significant adverse effect on districts, sites, highways, structures, or objects listed in or eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, because [Insert conclusion. If the EA is not included, summarize the relevant analysis and conclusions. This is a good place to mention State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) concurrence if it is not covered in the EA.]  (See EA page [X]) The action will also not cause loss or destruction of significant scientific, cultural, or historical resources because [Insert conclusion. If the EA is not included, summarize the relevant analysis and conclusions. This is a good place to mention State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) concurrence if it is not covered in the EA.]   (See EA page [X])
The degree to which the action may adversely affect an endangered or threatened species or its habitat that has been determined to be critical under the Endangered Species Act of 1973. The action will not adversely affect any endangered or threatened species or its habitat that has been determined to be critical under the Endangered Species act of 1973, because [Insert conclusion. If the EA is not included, summarize the relevant analysis and conclusions. This is a good place to mention Fish and Wildlife and/or National Marine Fisheries concurrence if applicable and not already covered in the EA.] (See EA page [X])
[bookmark: Text8][bookmark: Text9]Whether the action threatens to violate Federal, State, or local law or requirements imposed for the protection of the environment. The action will not violate Federal, State, and local laws or requirements for the protection of the environment.  Applicable laws and regulations were considered in the EA (see EA pages [X-X]).  The action is consistent with the [insert forest/grassland name] Land and Resource Management Plan. [Insert conclusion. If the EA is not included, summarize the relevant analysis and conclusions.]  (See EA page [X])
After considering the effects of the actions analyzed, in terms of context and intensity, I have determined that these actions will not have a significant effect on the quality of the human environment. Therefore, an environmental impact statement will not be prepared.  

[RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL’S NAME]	Date
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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