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Record of Decision
[Project Name]
U.S. Forest Service

[Project Location]
[Administrative Unit]
[County, State]
Decision

Based on my review of the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), I have decided to implement Alternative [X], which [insert description of selected alternative. Include any permits, licenses, grants, or authorizations needed to implement the decision. Also, include any mitigation and monitoring related to the decision]. 
Background

[Provide a brief description of the purpose and need for action.]
Decision Rationale
[Describe the reasons for the decision. Specifically, discuss the following:
· Include references to any applicable laws, regulations, and policies relevant to the decision.
· How the selected alternative best meets the purpose and need for action and why the other alternatives were not selected.
· How significant issues and environmental impacts were considered and taken into account.
· Any factors other than environmental effects considered in making the decision.
· Discuss how the above factors influenced the decision (are some more important than others?).
· State whether all practical means to avoid or minimize environmental harm from the selected alternative have been adopted and if not, why not.]
The [Project Name] EIS documents the analysis and conclusions upon which this decision is based. 
Public Involvement

A notice of intent to prepare an EIS was published in the Federal Register on [date]. ([Cite Federal Register volume and beginning page number (i.e. 73 FR 43084]) In addition, the proposed action was listed in the [your forest] National Forest Schedule of Proposed Actions and updated periodically during the environmental analysis. People were invited to review and comment on the proposal through [insert public notice methods and dates such as mailings, news releases, phone calls, etc.] The EIS lists agencies, organizations, and people who received copies on page [X].

The following issues were identified from scoping comments and were used to determine the scope of the analysis. [Briefly describe the significant issues used in the analysis.] A full description of issues significant to the proposed action appears in the EIS on page [X]. 

A draft environmental impact statement (DEIS) was published for review and comment on [date of publication of EPA’s notice of availability in the Federal Register].
Alternatives Considered
In addition to the selected alternative, I considered [X] other alternatives, which are discussed below. Alternative [X] is the environmentally preferred alternative. A more detailed comparison of these alternatives can be found in the EIS on pages [X-X]. 

Alternative 1 – [insert a brief description of the alternative].
Alternative 2 – [insert a brief description of the alternative].
[Repeat for each alternative].
Findings Required by Other Laws and Regulations

This decision is consistent with the [your forest] National Forest Land Management Plan. The project was designed in conformance with [land management plan direction relevant to project activities]. 
[Insert any findings for other applicable laws. These findings should be supported in the EIS and/or your project record.]
Administrative Review (Appeal) Opportunities
[Consult your appeals specialist for applicable appeal regulations and appropriate appeal rights language.]
[If the decision is also subject to appeal under 36 CFR 251, be sure to inform the applicant(s) or permit holder(s) separately of their appeal rights under those regulations.]
Implementation Date
[Describe the expected date of implementation. If subject to appeal, the applicable appeal regulation might require a delay before implementation. Consult your appeal specialist for appropriate language.]
Contact

For additional information concerning this decision, contact: [contact name, title, unit name, mailing address, and phone number].
[Deciding Official’s Name]
Date
[Deciding Official’s Title]
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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