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Opportunity to Comment on Taylor Park
Vegetation Management Project

Gunnison, Colorado, April 17, 2018 — The Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre and Gunnison
(GMUG) National Forests’ Gunnison Ranger District will be preparing an environmental
assessment for the Taylor Park Vegetation Management Project (Taylor Park EA). The GMUG
is inviting you to comment on the proposal concerning treatment of areas of lodgepole pine and
Engelmann spruce forest in the Upper Taylor River and Spring Creek drainages in the Taylor
River Watershed.

The Taylor Park EA would complement the Spruce Beetle Epidemic and Aspen Decline
Management Response (SBEADMR) project by adopting an adaptive management approach in
the Taylor Park area.

The primary purpose of the treatments proposed is to increase the forest’s ability to respond to
multiple and interactive stressors affecting the forest including climate change, drought, insect
attack and disease while promoting safety through reduction of fuel loading in the Wildland-
Urban Interface (WUI) and surrounding areas. The secondary purpose of these treatments is to
provide wood products for the regional economy.

“One of the most important aspects of my job is to safeguard the health and resiliency of the
forest,” said Gunnison District Ranger Matt McCombs “Bugs and crud affect trees the same way
they do people — at a minimum they undermine their strength and ability to bounce back making
them susceptible to other stressors in their lives like drought and wildfire, and at worst, they can
lead to a tree’s untimely death,” McCombs continued “When it comes to dwarf mistletoe, bark
beetles and fuel loading, I believe this project is just what the doctor ordered.”

The Proposed Action includes:

2,811 acres of Fuel Treatments

3,609 acres of Dwarf Mistletoe Edge Strip Cuts or Clearcut
734 acres of Overstory Removal

714 acres of Shelterwood Seed Cut

741 acres of Group Selection in Spruce

6,363 acres of Precommercial Thinning


http://www.fs.usda.gov/gmug
https://www.facebook.com/GMUG.NF
mailto:kjphillips@fs.fed.us

e 193 acres of Prescriptions To Be Determined, Mixed-species

Additional information is presented in the Scoping Letter and supporting documentation which
can be found on the project webpage: https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=53662.

Gunnison District Ranger, Matthew McCombs, will be the Authorized Officer for any future
decisions that may be issued from the environmental assessment.

Comments on the project will be accepted for 30 days following the publication date of the
opportunity to comment legal notice in the Gunnison Country Times which is the newspaper of
record, or by May 21, 2018, whichever date occurs later. For more information on how to
comment see the Scoping Letter.

In addition to this opportunity to submit written comments, the public will be invited to a
meeting with representatives of the Gunnison Ranger District during the development of the
Taylor Park EA project. This meeting will be held in Tincup, Colorado, during the summer of
2018. More detailed information about the meeting location and schedule will be available closer
to the meeting date.

For additional questions, please contact John Slown, Project Environmental Coordinator at 406-
239-3749; email jslown@fs.fed.us.
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