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Enclosed is a biological assessment (BA) addressi ng potentia I effects of the Taylor Park

Vegetation Management Project on threatened, endangered and proposed species in the Taylor
Park area, Gunnison Ranger District. The project entails treatment of approximately 15,000 acres

of lodgepole pine, Engelmann spruce and subalpine fir. The project was planned using
approaches in the Spruce Beetle Epidemic and Sudden Aspen Decline Management Response
(SBEADMR) Environmental Impact Statement completed in 2016. Under SBEADMR, ânnual

reporting of treatments completed is required to ensure compliance with the biological opinion
and requirements of the Southern Rockies Lynx Amendment. Both SBEADMR and Taylor Park

Project will use an adaptive implementation framework to allow use of new science and modify
implementation to improve environmental outcomes. The Taylor Project will become part of the

Forests' Annual Reporting.

Two species were analyzed in detail, North American Wolverine (Gulo gulo luscus) and Canada

lynx (Lynx canadensis). The BA concluded a no effect to North American Wolverine and a may

affect, but is not likely to adversely affect, to Canada lynx. Rationale for effects determinations
are provided in the BA.

Pursuant to Section 7(c) of the Endangered Species Act (50 CFR 402..14), I request informal
consultation and a concurrcnce letter on the not likely to adversely affect determination for
Canada lynx.

Please contact Matt Vasquez at970-642-4401or mgvasquez@fs.fed.us if you
questions or need morc information.
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