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Participate

August 30, 2018 — October 15, 2018

Multiple ways to participate:

1) Comment online at: www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=54511, select ‘Comment/Object on
Project’ on the right hand side of the screen in the ‘Get Connected’ box.

2) Send an email with comments to: akroadlessrule@fs.fed.us.

3) Send a hard copy of comments to:

Forest Service
Attention: Alaska Roadless Rule
P.O. Box 21628
Juneau, Alaska 99802

4) Utilize Alaska Roadless Rulemaking story map (e-mapping) by going to either of these links:

a. https://usfs.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=a44ad6db8ed04af0
abce83c4e21cdOc4 or,

b. https://www.fs.usda.gov/roadmain/roadless/alaskaroadlessrule
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The USDA Forest Service has announced it will develop a state-specific roadless
rule focused on the Tongass National Forest. The rule would amend the 2001
Roadless Area Conservation Rule which establishes prohibitions with some
exceptions on road construction, road reconstruction, and timber harvest on 58.5
million acres of inventoried roadless areas on Mational Forest System lands. The
intent of the 2001 Roadless Rule is to provide lasting protection for inventoried
roadless areas within the National Forest System in the context of multiple-use
management.

A state-specific roadless rule would determine which currently designated roadless
areas in the Tongass National Forest would require a different management
designation to further Alaska’s economic development or other needs, while still
conserving roadless areas for generations to come. Inventoried roadless areas
covered by the 2001 Roadless Rule comprise 9.2 million acres (55 percent) of tha
Tongass Mational Forest (16.8 million acres).

The USDA Forest Service plans to finalize an Alaska roadless rule by June 2020.
The rulemaking process will involve Mational Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
environmental review and disclosures, gathering public feedback, conducting public
outreach, consultation with Alaska Native tribes and corporations, and cooperation
with the State of Alaska. Throughout our work on the Alaska Roadless Rule, the
USDA Forest Service will uphold our mission to sustain the health, diversity, and
productivity of the nation's forests and grasslands to meet the needs of present and
future generations.
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