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Governor Walker issues A.O. 299 to establish the Alaska Roadless Rule Citizen Advisory Committee  
Assisting management of roadless areas in the Tongass National Forest  

SEPTEMBER 5, 2018 ANCHORAGE – Governor Bill Walker issued Administrative Order 299 today, establishing the Alaska 
Roadless Rule Citizen Advisory Committee, and creating an opportunity for Southeast Alaskans to advise the State of 
Alaska on the future management of inventoried roadless areas in the Tongass National Forest. 

In April, the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture accepted Governor Walker’s request for an Alaska-specific rulemaking process 
on the Roadless Rule. In its rulemaking, the U.S. Forest Service will review opportunities to advance economic 
development in Southeast Alaska communities while conserving roadless area characteristics.  

The Committee will consist of up to 13 voting members, representing federally recognized tribes in Alaska and Alaska 
Native regional corporations; environmental organizations; the timber, mining, tourism, energy, and commercial fishing 
industries; and state and local governments.  

 “This diverse Committee captures voices from stakeholders passionate about one of Alaska’s greatest resources: our 
land,” Governor Walker said. “It is critical for local Alaskans to be part of this important decision-making process which 
will impact many lives and livelihoods.” 

The Committee will provide recommendations to the Governor and the State Forester, consistent with the 
Memorandum of Understanding the State and U. S. Department of Agriculture entered in August 2018. The USDA is 
beginning an Environmental Impact Statement and public rulemaking process to develop a state-specific roadless rule 
that establishes a land classification system designed to conserve roadless area characteristics in the Tongass National 
Forest, while accommodating road construction activities necessary for meeting Southeast Alaska’s continued forest 
management needs and economic development opportunities.  

The Committee will present an initial written report on the rulemaking process to the Governor and State Forester no 
later than November 30, 2018, and may include up to three options for a state-specific roadless rule for possible 
inclusion in the National Environmental Policy Act review process.  

To apply for a position on the Committee, please visit:  http://aws.state.ak.us/CrmForms/Home/Apply. 

For more information about the rulemaking process go to: https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=54511.  

 

http://forestry.alaska.gov/Assets/pdfs/whats_new/MOU%20USFS%20AK%20State%20Roadless.pdf
http://aws.state.ak.us/CrmForms/Home/Apply
https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=54511


The Order takes effect immediately and remains in effect until December 31, 2020. 
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