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2001 Roadless Rule

e US Department of Agriculture issued a * 58.5 million acres, nationwide, are

regulation to manage roadless areas inventoried roadless areas.
nationally —the IIRoadIess Are; » Tongass National Forest (16.7 M
Colnservatlon Rule (2001 Roadless Acres) comprises 80% of Southeast
Rule). Alaska.

* Prohibits jclmberdharvzstmg, road | » Approximately 55% of the Tongass
f:o_nstructhn,dan (;?a reconstr.urftlon National Forest is inventoried roadless
in inventoried roadless areas wit (9.2 M Acres, 110 IRAs)

limited exceptions.

* Inventoried Roadless Areas (IRAs)
were established by the 2001
Roadless Rule.
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2001 Roadless Rule — Alaska’s Journey

 State of Alaska challenged inclusion of Chugach and Tongass National Forests.
e 2003 — USDA exempted the Tongass National Forest.
e 2011 - Federal District Court vacated Tongass National Forest exemption.

e 2015 — Ninth Circuit decision upheld the Federal District Court ruling to vacate
the Tongass National Forest exemption.

* Today — 2001 Roadless Rule in effect across Alaska’s national forests.

* Pending — State of Alaska lawsuit pending in District of Columbia Circuit Court
of Appeals challenging the 2001 Roadless Rule’s application in Alaska.
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Roadless Rulemaking

* This rulemaking process is about considering whether a state-specific
approach to managing roadless areas is better than a one size fits all.

A state-specific rule would replace the 2001 Roadless Area Conservation
Rule to protect the social and ecological values and characteristics of
inventoried roadless areas by prohibiting, with some exceptions, road
construction, road reconstruction, and timber harvest on inventoried
roadless areas on National Forest System lands nationwide.
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'NDERST.-\.\'DING BETWEEN
THE STATE OF ALASK A

I. . Iwed ' v ' 7\VD . ) \ o B
O ra n d u ‘ ’f l J l ld e rsta I g SI UNITED STATES DEPARTP\‘!ENTU}- AGRI(,.[.LTL‘RE, FOREST SERVICE
* Mem m

THIS MEMOR\NDI,I M OF UNDERS TANDIN G is hereby made and ¢ntered into by and

ishing the State of Alaska as a 3,:‘,‘3?‘:”6,’:;;2"'22.:;2‘EL‘;‘,‘;2,’;;',,"fi‘-i‘(i‘i-‘i’:fi‘ﬁfﬁifi?QJ’:.,-?:T?‘JZ:;E,ffﬂ“c??ﬁfi’;f,fif“’"’"”
Ing t
establish

Service") on behalf of the United States Department of Agricultyre (hereinafter the
“Dcpanmcm"),

8).
cooperating agency (August 2018) A

This Mmmrandum ot‘[iudcmandmg ("MOU") i5 established by the undersigned parties
t0 document the Cooperation between the parties o the establishmen, of rules &overning

° 1 e rt i S e the management o[invcnlnncd roadless aregs located Wwithin the Nationg) Forests in
* State of Alaska will provide exp s

Alaska, The Governor of the State of Alaska submitted » petition (per the Tequirements of
¥ 553 of the Administrative Procedure Act) to the Secretary of Agriculture secking

1 St a t e EXemption from the nationwide pyjeg 80verning Management of inventorjed roadless
o fre . t re ga r I n g areas on the Tongags National Forest in Alaska. Op, June 1, 2018, he Secretary of
I fl C I n p u Agricultyre directed the Chief of the Forest Seryice 10 initiate 5 State-specific rulemaking
n d S p e C for roadiess Management direction for the Tongass Nationa] Forest in Alaska on behalf of
a the Departmen;.

i n t e re St S In accordance with the Coungi] on En\‘ironmcntal Quality regulations (40CFR §§
[ ]

1501.5, 1508.5), the State of Alaska jg hereby established g 5 Cooperating agency in the

t Of Preparation of analysis and Umentation ypder the Nationa) OvVironmenty) Policy Act
a rt I I l e n ("NEPA™) associated wih ths Ulemaking, The state-specific rulemaking process wil)
f U S D e p include Publishing g Proposed ruje for public revieyw and commen and Prepating an
eta ry O Environmmlal Impacs Statement
* Secr

: ision-making
Agricu Itu re reta I nS deCISIOn m :]Jtlhcpulposruflhis MOU, the applicab]e are those in

€ Inventoried roadless gregg”
aska that are described and defined jn the 2001 Roadlesg Area Conservation Rule (66
FR 3243, 3272, Jan, 12, 2001, and “Alasks roadless aregg* are those in Alaska that an
Alaska-specific roadless pyle would apply. It is anticipated gha the partjes will reach g

. mutval agreemens regarding an Alaska roadless areq database for those road]ess areas jn
a u t h O r I ty. Alaska prior to the development of specific regulatory Janguage,
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Alaska Roadless Rulemaking, Cooperating Agencies

Tribal Governments

Angoon Community Association

Hoonah Indian Association

Hydaburg Cooperative Association

Organized Village of Kake

Organized Village of Kasaan

Central Council Tlingit and Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska

Petitioner

State of Alaska
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Next Steps

* Final revisions to DEIS currently
underway. Next step is USDA clearance.

* Proposed Rule and Draft Environmental
Impact Statement by Summer 2019 —
Additional comment period.

* Final Environmental Impact Statement
by Summer 2020.

e Secretary of Agriculture, or his
designee, will make a decision on a final
rule by Summer 2020.
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2001 Roadless Rule

e US Department of Agriculture issued a ¢ 58.5 million acres, nationwide, are

regulation to manage roadless areas inventoried roadless areas.
natlonally-— the I;{oadless Are3| * Tongass National Forest (16.7 M
Colnservatlon Rule (2001 Roadless Acres) comprises 80% of Southeast
Rule). Alaska.

* Prohibits pmberdharvzstlng, road . Approximately 55% of the Tongass
Fopstructhnaan (;(I)a reCO”Stfuﬁt'on National Forest is inventoried roadless
in inventoried roadless areas wit (9.2 M Acres, 110 IRAS)

limited exceptions.

* Inventoried Roadless Areas (IRAs)
were established by the 2001
Roadless Rule.
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approach to managing roadless areas is better than a one size fits all.
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Rule to protect the social and ecological values and characteristics of
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ill provide exp T
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* State
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Agriculryre directed the Chief of the Forest Service 1p initiate 5 State-specific rulcm.‘kag
for roadiess Management direction for the Tongass Nationa] Forest in Alaska on behalf of
the Departmens.
Interests
Inte y

In accordance with the Coungij on En\“irrmmcnml (

}unlit) regulations (40CFR §§
15015, 1508.5), the State of Alaska jg hereby stablished a5 5 Co0perating agency in the
t Of Preparation of analysis and documentation under the National Environmengg) Policy Act
f S De pa r‘tl I l e n ("NEPA") associated with this
* Secretary of U

rulcmaking The State-specific rulmnukmg process wil)
Include Publishing g Proposed ryje

° L M - a ki n g I?nv,,onmandy Impact Statemen for public review and comment s e
Agriculture retains decision-m

For the Purpose of thiy MOU, the applicable “inventoried roadless
Alaska that gre described ang defined

in the 2001 Road]esg Area Conservation Rule (66
FR 3243, 3272, Jan, 12, 2001), and “Alaska roadless areas” are those in Alaska that g
Alaska-specific roadlcsg ' 7+ (LIS anticipated ghay the parties will reach a
h . t mutual agreemens regarding an Alaska road]ess
authority.

SS area database for those road]ess areas in
Alaska prior 1o the dey elopment of specific regulatory Janguagc

5

USDA s al equal Opportunlty pI'OVIder employer and lende

Forest Service




USDA

f;._f
— United States Department of Agriculture

%ernm

Forest Service

Alaska Roadless Rulemaking, Cooperating Agencies

Tribal Governments

Angoon Community Association

Hoonah Indian Association

Hydaburg Cooperative Association

Organized Village of Kake

Organized Village of Kasaan

Central Council Tlingit and Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska

Petitioner

State of Alaska

6

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender



USDA

—
United States Department of Agriculture

Next Steps

* Final revisions to DEIS currently
underway. Next step is USDA clearance.

* Proposed Rule and Draft Environmental
Impact Statement by Summer 2019 —
Additional comment period.

* Final Environmental Impact Statement
by Summer 2020.

e Secretary of Agriculture, or his
designee, will make a decision on a final
rule by Summer 2020.
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