
USDA -
United States Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Secretary 
Washington, D.C. 20250 

The Honorable Raul Grijalva 
Chair 
Committee on Natural Resources 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1324 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

JUL 1 2 2019 

Thank you for your letter of May 10, 2019, cosigned by your colleagues, sharing your concerns 
regarding the Alaska state-specific roadless rulemaking process currently being conducted by the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture ' s (USDA) Forest Service. Agency leaders are available to meet 
at your convenience to discuss issues raised in your letter. I apologize for the delayed response. 

There has been disagreement about management of the Tongass National Forest under the 
national 2001 Roadless Area Conservation Rule since it was promulgated. In response to the 
State of Alaska' s petition for rulemaking, USDA and the State of Alaska have agreed the 
significant economic, environmental , and social issues surrounding management of roadless 
areas on the Tongass National Forest warranted state-specific rulemaking. USDA is committed 
to conducting this rulemaking as expeditiously as possible and to providing multiple 
opportunities for Tribal consultation and public involvement throughout the process. 

I appreciate your interest in this issue, and I value USDA' s collaboration with Tribes in 
Southeast Alaska as we strive for shared stewardship of these significant landscapes. 

To arrange a meeting, please have a member of your staff contact the Office of Congressional 
Relations at (202) 720- 7095. A similar response is being sent to your colleagues. 

Sincerely, 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 



USDA -
United States Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Secretary 
Washington, D.C. 20250 

The Honorable Ruben Gallego 
Chair 
Subcommittee for the Indigenous Peoples 

of the United States 
Committee on Natural Resources 
U.S . House of Representatives 
1331 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

JUL 1 2 2019 

Thank you for your letter of May 10, 2019, cosigned by your colleagues, sharing your concerns 
regarding the Alaska state-specific roadless rulemaking process currently being conducted by the 
U.S . Department of Agriculture' s (USDA) Forest Service. Agency leaders are available to meet 
at your convenience to discuss issues raised in your letter. I apologize for the delayed response. 

There has been disagreement about management of the Tongass National Forest under the 
national 2001 Roadless Area Conservation Rule since it was promulgated. In response to the 
State of Alaska's petition for rulemaking, USDA and the State of Alaska have agreed the 
significant economic, environmental, and social issues surrounding management of roadless 
areas on the Tongass National Forest warranted state-specific rulemaking. USDA is committed 
to conducting this rulemaking as expeditiously as possible and to providing multiple 
opportunities for Tribal consultation and public involvement throughout the process. 

I appreciate your interest in this issue, and I value USDA' s collaboration with Tribes in 
Southeast Alaska as we strive for shared stewardship of these significant landscapes. 

To arrange a meeting, please have a member of your staff contact the Office of Congressional 
Relations at (202) 720-7095. A similar response is being sent to your colleagues. 

Sincerely, 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 



USDA -
United States Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Secretary 
Washington, D.C. 20250 

The Honorable Debra Haaland 
Chair 
Subcommittee on National Parks, Forests, 

and Public Lands 
Committee on Natural Resources 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1328 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Ms. Chairwoman: 

JUL 12 2019 

Thank you for your letter of May 10, 2019, cosigned by your colleagues, sharing your concerns 
regarding the Alaska state-specific roadless rulemaking process currently being conducted by the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture' s (USDA) Forest Service. Agency leaders are available to meet 
at your convenience to discuss issues raised in your letter. I apologize for the delayed response. 

There has been disagreement about management of the Tongass National Forest under the 
national 2001 Roadless Area Conservation Rule since it was promulgated. In response to the 
State of Alaska' s petition for rulemaking, USDA and the State of Alaska have agreed the 
significant economic, environmental, and social issl,les surrounding management of roadless 
areas on the Tongass National Forest warranted state-specific rulemaking. USDA is committed 
to conducting this rulemaking as expeditiously as possible and to providing multiple 
opportunities for Tribal consultation and public involvement throughout the process. 

I appreciate your interest in this issue, and I value USDA's collaboration with Tribes in 
Southeast Alaska as we strive for shared stewardship of these significant landscapes. 

To arrange a meeting, please have a member of your staff contact the Office of Congressional 
Relations at (202) 720-7095. A similar response is being sent to your colleagues. 

Sincerely, 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 



USDA 
iiila 

United States Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Secretary 
Washington, D.C. 20250 

The Honorable Jared Huffman 
Chair 
Subcommittee on Waters, Oceans, 

and Wildlife 
Committee on Natural Resources 
U.S . House of Representatives 
1331 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

JUL 1 2 2019 

Thank you for your letter of May 10, 2019, cosigned by your colleagues, sharing your concerns 
regarding the Alaska state-specific roadless rulemaking process currently being conducted by the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture ' s (USDA) Forest Service. Agency leaders are available to meet 
at your convenience to discuss issues raised in your letter. I apologize for the delayed response . 

There has been disagreement about management of the Tongass National Forest under the 
national 2001 Roadless Area Conservation Rule since it was promulgated. In response to the 
State of Alaska' s petition for rulemaking, USDA and the State of Alaska have agreed the 
significant economic, environmental , and social issues surrounding management of roadless 
areas on the Tongass National Forest warranted state-specific rulemaking. USDA is committed 
to conducting this rulemaking as expeditiously as possible and to providing multiple 
opportunities for Tribal consultation and public involvement throughout the process. 

I appreciate your interest in this issue, and I value USDA's collaboration with Tribes in 
Southeast Alaska as we strive for shared stewardship of these significant landscapes. 

To arrange a meeting, please have a member of your staff contact the Office of Congressional 
Relations at (202) 720- 7095. A similar response is being sent to your colleagues. 

Sincere! , 

Sonny Perdue 
Secretary 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 



USDA -
United States Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Secretary 
Washington, D.C. 20250 

The Honorable Alan Lowenthal 
Chair 
Subcommittee on Energy 

and Mineral Resources 
Committee on Natural Resources 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1522 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

JUL 1 2 2019 

Thank you for your letter of May 10, 2019, cosigned by your colleagues, sharing your concerns 
regarding the Alaska state-specific roadless rulemaking process currently being conducted by the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture' s (USDA) Forest Service. Agency leaders are available to meet 
at your convenience to discuss issues raised in your letter. I apologize for the delayed response . 

There has been disagreement about management of the Tongass National Forest under the 
national 2001 Roadless Area Conservation Rule since it was promulgated. In response to the 
State of Alaska's petition for rulemaking, USDA and the State of Alaska have agreed the 
significant economic, environmental, and social issues surrounding management of roadless 
areas on the Tongass National Forest warranted state-specific rulemaking. USDA is committed 
to conducting this rulemaking as expeditiously as possible and to providing multiple 
opportunities for Tribal consultation and public involvement throughout the process. 

I appreciate your interest in this issue, and I value USDA' s collaboration with Tribes in 
Southeast Alaska as we strive for shared stewardship of these significant landscapes. 

To arrange a meeting, please have a member of your staff contact the Office of Congressional 
Relations at (202) 720- 7095. A similar response is being sent to your colleagues. 

Sincerely, 

Sonny Per 
Secretary 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 
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