
The Honorable Maria Cantwell 
United States Senate 
511 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Cantwell : 

USDA 
iiiiillll 

United States Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Secretary 
Washington, D.C. 20250 

AUG O 9 2019 

Thank you for your letter of July 11, 2019, cosigned by your colleagues, sharing your views on 
the national 2001 Roadless Rule and the Alaska state-specific roadless rulemaking process 
currently being conducted by U.S. Department of Agriculture's (USDA) Forest Service. 

In your letter, you expressed support for continued application of the 2001 Roadless Rule to the 
Tongass National Forest in Alaska. You also shared concerns about the rulemaking timeline, 
process, and Tribal and public engagement and requested additional public meetin·g locations 
with an extension to the upcoming public comment period. Agency leaders are available to meet 
at your convenience to discuss issues raised in your letter. 

There has been disagreement about management of the Tongass National Forest under the 
national 2001 Roadless Rule since it was promulgated. In response to the State of Alaska' s 
petition for rulemaking, USDA and the State of Alaska have agreed that the economic, 
environmental, and social issues surrounding management of roadless areas on the Tongass 
National Forest warranted state-specific rulemaking. USDA is committed to conducting this 
rulemaking as expeditiously as possible. We will continue to provide multiple opportunities for 
Tribal consultation and public involvement throughout the process. Our goal for this process is a 
State-specific rule that addresses economic development and other needs and conserves roadless 
areas for future generations. 

I value USDA's consultation with Tribes in Southeast Alaska as we strive for shared stewardship 
of these significant landscapes and special places. USDA' s Office of the Under Secretary for 
Natural Resources and Environment remains available to discuss Tribal concerns regarding the 
Alaska-specific Roadless Rule. Forest Service leaders nationally and in the Alaska region will 
continue to reach out to discuss additional ways to engage in meaningful consultation. 

We continue to expect that publication of the draft Environmental Impact Statement this summer 
with a 60-day public comment period will meet the spirit and letter of applicable regulations 
governing public engagement. The Forest Service will, again, host community meetings across 
Alaska and in Washington, D.C., to provide information and answer questions. Written 
comments will be accepted by mail, email, and through online portals. This approach to 
rulemaking aims to build and maintain the broad coalition of support necessary to achieve a 
long-term, durable approach to roadless area management that accommodates the unique 
biological, social, and economic situation in and around the Tongass National Forest. I 
encourage you to continue to participate in this process by providing your comments. 
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I share your appreciation of the many benefits America' s National Forests provide to residents 
and visitors alike. The Forest Service is working to ensure that we continue to contribute to the 
resilience of forests and communities in Alaska and across the country by investing in sound 
forest stewardship in partnership with states, Tribes, local governments, and partners. In meeting 
these needs, the Forest Service will uphold its mission to sustain the health, diversity, and 
productivity of our Nation' s forests and grasslands to meet the needs of future and present 
generations. 

Thank you for your interest in the management of the Tongass National Forest. I appreciate your 
participation in this process. A similar response is being sent to your colleagues. 

Sin erely, 



USDA 
iiililllll 

United States Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Secretary 
Washington, D.C. 20250 

AUG O 9 2019 
The Honorable Ruben Gallego 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1131 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Gallego: 

Thank you for your letter of July 11, 2019, cosigned by your colleagues, sharing your views on 
the national 2001 Roadless Rule and the Alaska state-specific roadless rulemaking process 
currently being conducted by U.S. Department of Agriculture ' s (USDA) Forest Service. 

In your letter, you expressed support for continued application of the 2001 Roadless Rule to the 
Tongass National Forest in Alaska. You also shared concerns about the rulemaking timeline, 
process, and Tribal and public engagement and requested additional public meeting locations 
with an extension to the upcoming public comment period. Agency leaders are available to meet 
at your convenience to discuss issues raised in your letter. 

There has been disagreement about management of the Tongass National Forest under the 
national 2001 Roadless Rule since it was promulgated. In response to the State of Alaska's 
petition for rulemaking, USDA and the State of Alaska have agreed that the economic, 
environmental , and social issues surrounding management of roadless areas on the Tongass 
National Forest warranted state-specific rulemaking. USDA is committed to conducting this 
rulemaking as expeditiously as possible. We will continue to provide multiple opportunities for 
Tribal consultation and public involvement throughout the process. Our goal for this process is a 
State-specific rule that addresses economic development and other needs and conserves roadless 
areas for future generations. 

I value USDA' s consultation with Tribes in Southeast Alaska as we strive for shared stewardship 
of these significant landscapes and special places. USDA' s Office of the Under Secretary for 
Natural Resources and Environment remains available to discuss Tribal concerns regarding the 
Alaska-specific Roadless Rule. Forest Service leaders nationally and in the Alaska region will 
continue to reach out to discuss additional ways to engage in meaningful consultation. 

We continue to expect that publication of the draft Environmental Impact Statement this summer 
with a 60-day public comment period will meet the spirit and letter of applicable regulations 
governing public engagement. The Forest Service will, again, host community meetings across 
Alaska and in Washington, D.C. , to provide information and answer questions. Written 
comments will be accepted by mail, email, and through online portals. This approach to 
rulemaking aims to build and maintain the broad coalition of support necessary to achieve a 
long-term, durable approach to roadless area management that accommodates the unique 
biological, social, and economic situation in and around the Tongass National Forest. I 
encourage you to continue to participate in this process by providing your comments. 
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I share your appreciation of the many benefits America's National Forests provide to residents 
and visitors alike. The Forest Service is working to ensure that we continue to contribute to the 
resilience of forests and communities in Alaska and across the country by investing in sound 
forest stewardship in partnership with states, Tribes, local governments, and partners. In meeting 
these needs, the Forest Service will uphold its mission to sustain the health, diversity, and 
productivity of our Nation's forests and grasslands to meet the needs of future and present 
generations. 

Thank you for your interest in the management of the Tongass National Forest. I appreciate your 
participation in this process. A similar response is being sent to your colleagues. 



USDA 
iiiiiii 

United States Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Secretary 
Washington, D.C. 20250 

AU G O 9 2019 
The Honorable Tom Udall 
United States Senate 
531 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Udall: 

Thank you for your letter of July 11, 2019, cosigned by your colleagues, sharing your views on 
the national 2001 Roadless Rule and the Alaska state-specific roadless rulemaking process 
currently being conducted by U.S. Department of Agriculture' s (USDA) Forest Service. 

In your letter, you expressed support for continued application of the 2001 Roadless Rule to the 
Tongass National Forest in Alaska. You also shared concerns about the rulemaking timeline, 
process, and Tribal and public engagement and requested additional public meeting locations 
with an extension to the upcoming public comment period. Agency leaders are available to meet 
at your convenience to discuss issues raised in your letter. 

There has been disagreement about management of the Tongass National Forest under the 
national 2001 Roadless Rule since it was promulgated. In response to the State of Alaska's 
petition for rulemaking, USDA and the State of Alaska have agreed that the economic, 
environmental, and social issues surrounding management of roadless areas on the Tongass 
National Forest warranted state-specific rulemaking. USDA is committed to conducting this 
rulemaking as expeditiously as possible. We will continue to provide multiple opportunities for 
Tribal consultation and public involvement throughout the process. Our goal for this process is a 
State-specific rule that addresses economic development and other needs and conserves roadless 
areas for future generations. 

I value USDA's consultation with Tribes in Southeast Alaska as we strive for shared stewardship 
of these significant landscapes and special places. USDA's Office of the Under Secretary for 
Natural Resources and Environment remains available to discuss Tribal concerns regarding the 
Alaska-specific Roadless Rule. Forest Service leaders nationally and in the Alaska region will 
continue to reach out to discuss additional ways to engage in meaningful consultation. 

We continue to expect that publication of the draft Environmental Impact Statement this summer 
with a 60-day public comment period will meet the spirit and letter of applicable regulations 
governing public engagement. The Forest Service will, again, host community meetings across 
Alaska and in Washington, D.C. , to provide information and answer questions. Written 
comments will be accepted by mail, email, and through online portals. This approach to 
rulemaking aims to build and maintain the broad coalition of support necessary to achieve a 
long-term, durable approach to roadless area management that accommodates the unique 
biological, social, and economic situation in and around the Tongass National Forest. I 
encourage you to continue to participate in this process by providing your comments. 
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I share your appreciation of the many benefits America' s National Forests provide to residents 
and visitors alike. The Forest Service is working to ensure that we continue to contribute to the 
resilience of forests and communities in Alaska and across the country by investing in sound 
forest stewardship in partnership with states, Tribes, local governments, and partners. In meeting 
these needs, the Forest Service will uphold its mission to sustain the health, diversity, and 
productivity of our Nation' s forests and grasslands to meet the needs of future and present 
generations. 

Thank you for your interest in the management of the Tongass National Forest. I appreciate your 
participation in this process. A similar response is being sent to your colleagues. 

Sincerely, 



The Honorable Raul Grijalva 
U.S. House of Representatives 

USDA 
fliillllll 

United States Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Secretary 
Washington, D.C. 20250 

AUG O 9 2019 

1511 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Congressman Grijalva: 

Thank you for your letter of July 11, 2019, cosigned by your colleagues, sharing your views on 
the national 2001 Roadless Rule and the Alaska state-specific roadless rulemaking process 
currently being conducted by U.S. Department of Agriculture's (USDA) Forest Service. 

In your letter, you expressed support for continued application of the 2001 Roadless Rule to the 
Tongass National Forest in Alaska. You also shared concerns about the rulemaking timeline, 
process, and Tribal and public engagement and requested additional public meeting locations 
with an extension to the upcoming public comment period. Agency leaders are available to meet 
at your convenience to discuss issues raised in your letter. 

There has been disagreement about management of the Tongass National Forest under the 
national 2001 Roadless Rule since it was promulgated. In response to the State of Alaska's 
petition for rulemaking, USDA and the State of Alaska have agreed that the economic, 
environmental, and social issues surrounding management of roadless areas on the Tongass 
National Forest warranted state-specific rulemaking. USDA is committed to conducting this 
rulemaking as expeditiously as possible. We will continue to provide multiple opportunities for 
Tribal consultation and public involvement throughout the process. Our goal for this process is a 
State-specific rule that addresses economic development and other needs and conserves roadless 
areas for future generations. 

I value USDA's consultation with Tribes in Southeast Alaska as we strive for shared stewardship 
of these significant landscapes and special places. USDA' s Office of the Under Secretary for 
Natural Resources and Environment remains available to discuss Tribal concerns regarding the 
Alaska-specific Roadless Rule. Forest Service leaders nationally and in the Alaska region will 
continue to reach out to discuss additional ways to engage in meaningful consultation. 

We continue to expect that publication of the draft Environmental Impact Statement this summer 
with a 60-day public comment period will meet the spirit and letter of applicable regulations 
governing public engagement. The Forest Service will, again, host community meetings across 
Alaska and in Washington, D.C., to provide information and answer questions. Written 
comments will be accepted by mail, email, and through online portals. This approach to 
rulemaking aims to build and maintain the broad coalition of support necessary to achieve a 
long-term, durable approach to roadless area management that accommodates the unique 
biological, social, and economic situation in and around the Tongass National Forest. I 
encourage you to continue to participate in this process by providing your comments. 
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I share your appreciation of the many benefits America' s National Forests provide to residents 
and visitors alike. The Forest Service is working to ensure that we continue to contribute to the 
resilience of forests and communities in Alaska and across the country by investing in sound 
forest stewardship in partnership with states, Tribes, local governments, and partners. In meeting 
these needs, the Forest Service will uphold its mission to sustain the health, diversity, and 
productivity of our Nation' s forests and grasslands to meet the needs of future and present 
generations. 

Thank you for your interest in the management of the Tongass National Forest. I appreciate your 
participation in this process. A similar response is being sent to your colleagues. 

Sin erely, 



The Honorable Jeffrey Merkley 
United States Senate 
313 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Merkley: 

USDA -
United States Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Secretary 
Washington, D.C. 20250 

AUG O 9 2019 

Thank you for your letter of July 11, 2019, cosigned by your colleagues, sharing your views on 
the 2001 Roadless Rule and the Alaska state-specific roadless rulemaking process currently 
being conducted by U.S. Department of Agriculture' s (USDA) Forest Service. 

In your letter, you expressed support for continued application of the 2001 Roadless Rule to the 
Tongass National Forest in Alaska. You also shared concerns about the rulemaking timeline, 
process, and Tribal and public engagement, and requested additional public meeting locations 
with an extension to the upcoming public comment period. Agency leaders are available to meet 
at your convenience to discuss issues raised in your letter. 

There has been disagreement about management of the Tongass National Forest under the 
national 2001 Roadless Rule since it was promulgated. In response to the State of Alaska's 
petition for rulemaking, USDA and the State of Alaska have agreed the economic, 
environmental, and social issues surrounding management of roadless areas on the Tongass 
National Forest warranted state-specific rulemaking. USDA is committed to conducting this 
rulemaking as expeditiously as possible. We will continue to provide multiple opportunities for 
Tribal consultation and public involvement throughout the process. Our goal for this process is a 
state-specific rule that addresses economic development and other needs and conserves roadless 
areas for future generations. 

I value USDA's consultation with Tribes in Southeast Alaska as we strive for shared stewardship 
of these significant landscapes and special places. USDA's Office of the Under Secretary for 
Natural Resources and Environment remains available to discuss Tribal concerns regarding the 
Alaska-specific Roadless Rule. Forest Service leaders nationally and in the Alaska region will 
continue to reach out to discuss additional ways to engage in meaningful consultation. 

We continue to expect that publication of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement this 
summer with a 60-day public comment period will meet the spirit and letter of applicable 
regulations governing public engagement. The Forest Service will again host community 
meetings across Alaska and in Washington, D.C., to provide information and answer questions. 
Written comments will be accepted by mail, email , and through online portals. This approach to 
rulemaking aims to build and maintain the broad coalition of support necessary to achieve a 
long-term, durable approach to roadless area management that accommodates the unique 
biological, social, and economic situation in and around the Tongass National Forest. I 
encourage you to continue to participate in this process by providing your comments. 
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I share your appreciation of the many benefits America's National Forests provide to residents 
and visitors alike. The Forest Service is working to ensure that we continue to contribute to the 
resilience of forests and communities in Alaska and across the country by investing in sound 
forest stewardship in partnership with states, Tribes, local governments, and partners. In meeting 
these needs, the Forest Service will uphold its mission to sustain the health, diversity, and 
productivity of our Nation's forests and grasslands to meet the needs of future and present 
generations. 

Thank you for your interest in the management of the Tongass National Forest. I appreciate your 
participation in this process. A similar response is being sent to your colleagues. 

Sincerely, 



The Honorable Diane DeGette 
U.S. House of Representatives 

USDA -
United States Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Secretary 
Washington, D.C. 20250 

AUG O 9 2019 

2111 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Congresswoman DeGette: 

Thank you for your letter of July 11 , 2019, cosigned by your colleagues, sharing your views on 
the national 2001 Roadless Rule and the Alaska state-specific roadless rulemaking process 
currently being conducted by U.S. Department of Agriculture ' s (USDA) Forest Service. 

In your letter, you expressed support for continued application of the 2001 Roadless Rule to the 
Tongass National Forest in Alaska. You also shared concerns about the rulemaking timeline, 
process, and Tribal and public engagement and requested additional public meeting locations 
with an extension to the upcoming public comment period. Agency leaders are available to meet 
at your convenience to discuss issues raised in your letter. 

There has been disagreement about management of the Tongass National Forest under the 
national 2001 Roadless Rule since it was promulgated. In response to the State of Alaska' s 
petition for rulemaking, USDA and the State of Alaska have agreed that the economic, 
environmental, and social issues surrounding management of roadless areas on the Tongass 
National Forest warranted state-specific rulemaking. USDA is committed to conducting this 
rulemaking as expeditiously as possible. We will continue to provide multiple opportunities for 
Tribal consultation and public involvement throughout the process. Our goal for this process is a 
State-specific rule that addresses economic development and other needs and conserves roadless 
areas for future generations. 

I value USDA's consultation with Tribes in Southeast Alaska as we strive for shared stewardship 
of these significant landscapes and special places. USDA' s Office of the Under Secretary for 
Natural Resources and Environment remains available to discuss Tribal concerns regarding the 
Alaska-specific Roadless Rule. Forest Service leaders nationally and in the Alaska region will 
continue to reach out to discuss additional ways to engage in meaningful consultation. 

We continue to expect that publication of the draft Environmental Impact Statement this summer 
with a 60-day public comment period will meet the spirit and letter of applicable regulations 
governing public engagement. The Forest Service will , again, host community meetings across 
Alaska and in Washington, D.C. , to provide information and answer questions. Written 
comments will be accepted by mail , email, and through online portals. This approach to 
rulemaking aims to build and maintain the broad coalition of support necessary to achieve a 
long-term, durable approach to roadless area management that accommodates the unique 
biological, social, and economic situation in and around the Tongass National Forest. I 
encourage you to continue to participate in this process by providing your comments. 
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I share your appreciation of the many benefits America's National Forests provide to residents 
and visitors alike. The Forest Service is working to ensure that we continue to contribute to the 
resilience of forests and communities in Alaska and across the country by investing in sound 
forest stewardship in partnership with states, Tribes, local governments, and partners. In meeting 
these needs, the Forest Service will uphold its mission to sustain the health, diversity, and 
productivity of our Nation' s forests and grasslands to meet the needs of future and present 
generations. 

Thank you for your interest in the management of the Tongass National Forest. I appreciate your 
participation in this process. A similar response is being sent to your colleagues. 

Sincerely, 



USDA 
iiillla 

United States Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Secretary 
Washington, D.C. 20250 

AU G O 9 2019 
The Honorable Debra Haaland 
The U.S. House of Representatives 
123 7 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Congresswoman Haaland: 

Thank you for your letter of July 11 , 2019, cosigned by your colleagues, sharing your views on 
the national 2001 Roadless Rule and the Alaska state-specific roadless rulemaking process 
currently being conducted by U.S. Department of Agriculture' s (USDA) Forest Service. 

In your letter, you expressed support for continued application of the 2001 Roadless Rule to the 
Tongass National Forest in Alaska. You also shared concerns about the rulemaking timeline, 
process, and Tribal and public engagement and requested additional public meeting locations 
with an extension to the upcoming public comment period. Agency leaders are available to meet 
at your convenience to discuss issues raised in your letter. 

There has been disagreement about management of the Tongass National Forest under the 
national 2001 Roadless Rule since it was promulgated. In response to the State of Alaska' s 
petition for rulemaking, USDA and the State of Alaska have agreed that the economic, 
environmental , and social issues surrounding management of roadless areas on the Tongass 
National Forest warranted state-specific rulemaking. USDA is committed to conducting this 
rulemaking as expeditiously as possible. We will continue to provide multiple opportunities for 
Tribal consultation and public involvement throughout the process. Our goal for this process is a 
State-specific rule that addresses economic development and other needs and conserves roadless 
areas for future generations. 

I value USDA's consultation with Tribes in Southeast Alaska as we strive for shared stewardship 
of these significant landscapes and special places. USDA' s Office of the Under Secretary for 
Natural Resources and Environment remains available to discuss Tribal concerns regarding the 
Alaska-specific Roadless Rule. Forest Service leaders nationally and in the Alaska region will 
continue to reach out to discuss additional ways to engage in meaningful consultation. 

We continue to expect that publication of the draft Environmental Impact Statement this summer 
with a 60-day public comment period will meet the spirit and letter of applicable regulations 
governing public engagement. The Forest Service will, again, host community meetings across 
Alaska and in Washington, D.C. , to provide information and answer questions. Written 
comments will be accepted by mail, email, and through online portals. This approach to 
rulemaking aims to build and maintain the broad coalition of support necessary to achieve a 
long-term, durable approach to roadless area management that accommodates the unique 
biological, social, and economic situation in and around the Tongass National Forest. I 
encourage you to continue to participate in this process by providing your comments. 
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I share your appreciation of the many benefits America' s National Forests provide to residents 
and visitors alike. The Forest Service is working to ensure that we continue to contribute to the 
resilience of forests and communities in Alaska and across the country by investing in sound 
forest stewardship in partnership with states, Tribes, local governments, and partners. In meeting 
these needs, the Forest Service will uphold its mission to sustain the health, diversity, and 
productivity of our Nation' s forests and grasslands to meet the needs of future and present 
generations. 

Thank you for your interest in the management of the Tongass National Forest. I appreciate your 
participation in this process. A similar response is being sent to your colleagues. 

Sincerely, 



The Honorable Jared Huffman 

USDA -
United States Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Secretary 
Washington, D.C. 20250 

AUG O 9 2019 

The U.S. House of Representatives 
1527 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Congressman Huffman: 

Thank you for your letter of July 11, 2019, cosigned by your colleagues, sharing your views on 
the national 2001 Roadless Rule and the Alaska state-specific roadless rulemaking process 
currently being conducted by U.S. Department of Agriculture ' s (USDA) Forest Service. 

In your letter, you expressed support for continued application of the 2001 Roadless Rule to the 
Tongass National Forest in Alaska. You also shared concerns about the rulemaking timeline, 
process, and Tribal and public engagement and requested additional public meeting locations 
with an extension to the upcoming public comment period. Agency leaders are available to meet 
at your convenience to discuss issues raised in your letter. 

There has been disagreement about management of the Tongass National Forest under the 
national 2001 Roadless Rule since it was promulgated. In response to the State of Alaska' s 
petition for rulemaking, USDA and the State of Alaska have agreed that the economic, 
environmental, and social issues surrounding management of roadless areas on the Tongass 
National Forest warranted state-specific rulemaking. USDA is committed to conducting this 
rulemaking as expeditiously as possible. We will continue to provide multiple opportunities for 
Tribal consultation and public involvement throughout the process. Our goal for this process is a 
State-specific rule that addresses economic development and other needs and conserves roadless 
areas for future generations. 

I value USDA' s consultation with Tribes in Southeast Alaska as we strive for shared stewardship 
of these significant landscapes and special places. USDA's Office of the Under Secretary for 
Natural Resources and Environment remains available to discuss Tribal concerns regarding the 
Alaska-specific Roadless Rule. Forest Service leaders nationally and in the Alaska region will 
continue to reach out to discuss additional ways to engage in meaningful consultation. 

We continue to expect that publication of the draft Environmental Impact Statement this summer 
with a 60-day public comment period will meet the spirit and letter of applicable regulations 
governing public engagement. The Forest Service will, again, host community meetings across 
Alaska and in Washington, D.C. , to provide information and answer questions. Written 
comments will be accepted by mail, email, and through online portals. This approach to 
rulemaking aims to build and maintain the broad coalition of support necessary to achieve a 
long-term, durable approach to roadless area management that accommodates the unique 
biological, social , and economic situation in and around the Tongass National Forest. I 
encourage you to continue to participate in this process by providing your comments. 
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I share your appreciation of the many benefits America' s National Forests provide to residents 
and visitors alike. The Forest Service is working to ensure that we continue to contribute to the 
resilience of forests and communities in Alaska and across the country by investing in sound 
forest stewardship in partnership with states, Tribes, local governments, and partners. In meeting 
these needs, the Forest Service will uphold its mission to sustain the health, diversity, and 
productivity of our Nation' s forests and grasslands to meet the needs of future and present 
generations. 

Thank you for your interest in the management of the Tongass National Forest. I appreciate your 
participation in this process. A similar response is being sent to your colleagues. 

Sincerely, 



The Honorable Alan Lowenthal 
U.S. House of Representatives 

USDA -
United States Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Secretary 
Washington, D.C. 20250 

AUG O 9 2019 

108 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Congressman Lowenthal: 

Thank you for your letter of July 11, 2019, cosigned by your colleagues, sharing your views on 
the national 2001 Roadless Rule and the Alaska state-specific roadless rulemaking process 
currently being conducted by U.S. Department of Agriculture's (USDA) Forest Service. 

In your letter, you expressed support for continued application of the 2001 Roadless Rule to the 
Tongass National Forest in Alaska. You also shared concerns about the rulemaking timeline, 
process, and Trib~l and public engagement and requested additional public meeting locations 
with an extension to the upcoming public comment period. Agency leaders are available to meet 
at your convenience to discuss issues raised in your letter. 

There has been disagreement about management of the Tongass National Forest under the 
national 2001 Roadless Rule since it was promulgated. In response to the State of Alaska's 
petition for rulemaking, USDA and the State of Alaska have agreed that the economic, 
environmental, and social issues surrounding management of roadless areas on the Tongass 
National Forest warranted state-specific rulemaking. USDA is committed to conducting this 
rulemaking as expeditiously as possible. We will continue to provide multiple opportunities for 
Tribal consultation and public involvement throughout the process. Our goal for this process is a 
State-specific rule that addresses economic development and other needs and conserves roadless 
areas for future generations. 

I value USDA's consultation with Tribes in Southeast Alaska as we strive for shared stewardship 
of these significant landscapes and special places. USDA's Office of the Under Secretary for 
Natural Resources and Environment remains available to discuss Tribal concerns regarding the 
Alaska-specific Roadless Rule. Forest Service leaders nationally and in the Alaska region will 
continue to reach out to discuss additional ways to engage in meaningful consultation. 

We continue to expect that publication of the draft Environmental Impact Statement this summer 
with a 60-day public comment period will meet the spirit and letter of applicable regulations 
governing public engagement. The Forest Service will, again, host community meetings across 
Alaska and in Washington, D.C. , to provide information and answer questions. Written 
comments will be accepted by mail, email, and through online portals. This approach to 
rulemaking aims to build and maintain the broad coalition of support necessary to achieve a 
long-term, durable approach to roadless area management that accommodates the unique 
biological, social, and economic situation in and around the Tongass National Forest. I 
encourage you to continue to participate in this process by providing your comments. 
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I share your appreciation of the many benefits America's National Forests provide to residents 
and visitors alike. The Forest Service is working to ensure that we continue to contribute to the 
resilience of forests and communities in Alaska and across the country by investing in sound 
forest stewardship in partnership with states, Tribes, local governments, and partners. In meeting 
these needs, the Forest Service will uphold its mission to sustain the health, diversity, and 
productivity of our Nation' s forests and grasslands to meet the needs of future and present 
generations. 

Thank you for your interest in the management of the Tongass National Forest. I appreciate your 
participation in this process. A similar response is being sent to your colleagues. 

Sincerely, 
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