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United States Forest Washington Office 1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Department of Service Washington, D.C. 20250
Agriculture

File Code: 5400 (8562398)
Date:  NOV 1 4 2019

Mr. Josh Hicks

Roadless Defense Campaign Manager
The Wilderness Society

1660 Wynkoop Street, Suite 850
Denver, Colorado 80202

Dear Mr. Hicks:

Thank you for your letter of July 15, 2019, along with your colleagues, to U.S. Department of
Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue concerning the Alaska state-specific roadless rulemaking
process currently being conducted by the Forest Service. Secretary Perdue has asked the Forest
Service to respond to you. Iapologize for the delayed response.

I share your appreciation of the significant ways residents and visitors alike connect with the
Tongass National Forest.

We continue to expect the publication of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement this fall,
with a 60-day public comment period, will meet the spirit and letter of applicable regulations
governing public engagement. The Forest Service will again host community meetings across
Alaska and in Washington, D.C., to provide information and answer questions. Written
comments will be accepted by mail, email and through online portals. This approach to
rulemaking aims to build and maintain the broad coalition of support necessary to achieve a
long-term, durable approach to roadless area management that accommodates the unique
biological, social, and economic situation in and around the Tongass National Forest. I
encourage you to continue to participate in this process by providing your comments.

The Forest Service will continue to contribute to the resilience of forests and communities in
Alaska and across the country by investing in sound forest stewardship in partnership with
States, tribes, local governments and stakeholders. In meeting these needs, the Forest Service
will uphold its mission to sustain the health, diversity and productivity of our nation’s forests and
grasslands to meet the needs of future and present generations.

Thank you for your interest in the management of the Tongass National Forest. I appreciate your
participation in this process. We encourage you to share this response with your colleagues.

Sincerely, é
VICTORIA CHRISTIANSEN
Chief
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