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Hi Lucy and Annie –
 
Please find attached 2 maps in response to you inquiry about outfitter/guide use within Tongass
National Forest inventoried roadless areas (IRA). One map presents outfitter/guide use data and the
other shows the underlying LUDs. Based on the best available data, the outfitter/guide use map
presents a 5-year total (2013-2017) of aggregated outfitter/guide use within IRAs. The use
represents the number of client visits per day to distinct locations within an IRA. Due to the variation
of how annual use is reported and recorded, the map represents a relative analysis and not an
absolute analysis of outfitter/guide special use permit activity within IRAs.  The following information
provides additional context for the information presented in the map:
-          Location: Outfitter/guide reported use varies from specific point location to general geographic

areas.  Additionally, use is reported within Recreation Use Areas which, in some cases, straddle
IRA and non-IRA boundaries. The data presented represents analysis of reported use data and an
assessment of the best means of presenting it in a mapped IRA format.

-          Outfitter/Guide management decisions: Commercial outfitter/guide use is managed through
publicly developed outfitter/guide management plans consistent with the Tongass Land
Management Plan. The O/G Management Plans determines the amount of overall visitor
capacity and percentage of visitor capacity allocated to commercial use. Outfitter/Guide
management plans take into account factors such as the underlying LUDs, Recreation
Opportunity Spectrum (ROS), protection of natural and cultural resources, and public use. In
addition to determining total commercial allocation for an area, these factors and others are
also used to set group size limits. Group size and client limits within IRAs ranging from no more
than 2 groups of 12 including guides (e.g., primitive ROS setting) to areas which provide for high
levels of commercial use (e.g., Juneau Icefield, Mendenhall Glacier).

-          Commercial allocation: The amount of client data reported on the map does not show the
relative level of commercial use to overall commercial allocation. Due to the variation of
allocated commercial use and managed group size across IRAs, areas which are mapped with
lower client use may be operating at or near full commercial allocation. Likewise, areas showing
high use may have unused allocation for commercial use.  

 
Please let me know if you have any further questions or information requests on this topic. I have
made a request for a list of operators that have accessed IRAs within the past 5 years and will
provide that to you, with any additional notes, when I receive it.
 
Also if it would be of interest to you, then I could set up a phone call with our subject matter experts
who would be able to provide additional clarification on the materials presented and answer
additional questions. Let me know if you’d like for me to schedule a call.
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Map Disclaimer:
The USDA Forest Service makes no warranty, expressed or implied, including the warranties of merchantability and
fitness for a particular purpose, nor assumes any legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy, reliability,
completeness or utility of these geospatial data, or for the improper or incorrect use of these geospatial data.  These
geospatial data and related maps or graphics are not legal documents and are not intended to be used as such.  The
data and maps may not be used to determine title, ownership, legal descriptions or boundaries, legal jurisdiction, or
restrictions that may be in place on either public or private land.  Natural hazards may or may not be depicted on the
data and maps, and land users should exercise due caution.   The data are dynamic and may change over time.  The
user is responsible to verify the limitations of the geospatial data and to use the data accordingly and use constraints
information.
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Laurie Cooper 
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p: 907-586-9310 
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laurie.cooper@usda.gov

P.O. Box 21628
Juneau, AK 99802
www.fs.fed.us 

Caring for the land and serving people
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