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Good afternoon all,
 
I’m following up on a voicemail I left at your office this afternoon regarding USDA Forest Service
operations during the lapse in FY2019 funding. The Forest Service continues to focus on work
protecting public health and safety which is consistent with the agency’s shutdown plan. As you may
know, the agency is also evaluating and proceeding with some work using non-appropriated funding
(i.e. recreation fees) and available prior year appropriated funding to continue critical business
functions and public services. These choices continue to evolve as the lapse in funding status persists
and more critical needs emerge.
 
Aligned with United States Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) recent guidance to prioritize projects
that can be maintained during the ongoing lapse in federal funding, the Alaska Region is currently
moving forward with priority projects including the Prince of Wales Landscape Level Analysis (POW
LLA) and the Alaska Roadless Rulemaking, among others. I have attached updates on the Roadless
and POW LLA projects for reference. We will are also working on updates for other priorities projects
which are advancing. A regularly updated list of operational updates are also being posted on the
National website: https://www.fs.fed.us/shutdown
 
Additionally, I have been called back to work for the time-being and am available by email or phone
if you have any questions about these projects or other issues.
 
Laurie
 


Laurie Cooper 
Legislative Affairs Specialist


Forest Service
Alaska Region
p: 907-586-9310 
c: 907-209-1078 
laurie.cooper@usda.gov


P.O. Box 21628
Juneau, AK 99802
www.fs.fed.us 


Caring for the land and serving people
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Aligned with United States Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) recent guidance to prioritize Forest Service projects 



that can be maintained during the ongoing lapse in federal funding, the Alaska Region is currently moving forward 



with several high-priority projects, one of which is the Prince of Wales Landscape Level Analysis (POW LLA).  



 



Alaska Region is utilizing prior year remaining and available federal funding to continue these priority projects during 



the federal furlough. A limited number of Forest Service employees, working in exempt status, have been called back 



to complete focused work to move the project forward in a timely manner. The region also continues to do work on a 



wide variety of programs - both with prior year funds (exempt) and to protect public health and safety (excepted). 



Examples include the Mendenhall Glacier Visitor Center, the Chugach National Forest Avalanche Information Center, 



special use permitting, and the Mental Health Trust land exchange - in addition to POW LLA and Roadless.  



 



Current Status 



o The project is currently in an Objection Review and Resolution Phase. 



o A prior scheduled Objection Resolution meeting in Klawock (on Jan. 23, 2019) has been postponed 



due to the complexity and number of objections received. A rescheduled meeting will be announced as 



soon as possible. 



o Next steps include:  



 Finalizing any resolutions and incorporating them into the project record. 



 Issuing the Reviewing Officers response to the objections. 



 Approval of the project in the Record of Decision which may include instructions received 



from the Reviewing Officer, if any. 



 Issuance of the Final Record of Decision. 



 Implementation of activities will then be put into action following the Implementation Plan 



process through activity proposals brought forth by the public and the Forest Service.   



 Timelines may be adjusted as necessary and based on furlough environment. 



Background 



o The purpose of the POW LLA Project is to respond to the Forest Plan’s multiple-use goals and 



objectives, while moving the project area toward the desired conditions in that Plan (USDA Forest 



Service 2016a, p. 2-1).  



o A notice to object to the Final Environmental Impact Statement and a Draft Record of Decision were 



published in the Federal Register on Friday, Nov. 2, 2018, a revised objection notice was published on 



Nov 15, 2018, triggering the 45-day objection period starting on Nov. 16, 2018. 



o The 45-day objection period closed on Dec. 31, 2018. A total of 15 objections were received. 



USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. 
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Aligned with United States Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) recent guidance to prioritize Forest Service 



projects that can be maintained during the ongoing lapse in federal funding, the Alaska Region is currently 



moving forward with several high-priority projects, one of which is the Alaska Roadless Rulemaking.  



 



The Alaska Region is utilizing prior year remaining and available federal funding to continue these priority 



projects during the federal furlough. A limited number of Forest Service employees, working in exempt 



status, have been called back to complete focused work to move the project forward in a timely manner.     



 



The region also continues to do work on a wide variety of programs - both with prior year funds (exempt) 



and to protect public health and safety (excepted). Examples include the Mendenhall Glacier Visitor Center, 



the Chugach National Forest Avalanche Information Center, special use permitting, and the Mental Health 



Trust land exchange - in addition to the Prince of Wales Landscape Level Analysis and Roadless.  



 



Current Status 



 



o Written public comments received during the scoping public comment period have been reviewed 



and environmental analysis is now underway for the draft environmental impact statement (DEIS), 



anticipated to be released during the summer of 2019.   



 



o Alaska Roadless Rulemaking is currently in the analysis phase per National Environmental Policy 



Act (NEPA) requirements with the draft environmental impact statement anticipated during the 



summer of 2019.   



 



o Limited Forest Service employees have been called back to duty to carry out focused work to ensure 



the project moves forward in a timely manner.  
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Next Steps and Estimated Timeframe 



o Ongoing and anticipated next steps include environmental impact analysis, Cooperating Agency 



meetings, and Tribal and Alaska Native Corporation consultations. Anticipated timeframes are 



estimates only and highly subject to lapse in federal funding and resultant furlough of Forest Service 



employees.   



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Background 



 



o In January 2018, the State of Alaska petitioned the United States Department of Agriculture to 



exempt the Tongass National Forest from the 2001 Roadless Area Conservation Rule.   



 



o In June 2018, the US Department of Agriculture directed the US Forest Service to initiate a state-



specific rulemaking for Roadless area management direction for the Tongass National Forest.  A 



state-specific Roadless Rule will determine which currently-designated Roadless areas in the Tongass 



National Forest require an alternative management designation to further Alaska’s economic 



development or other needs, while still conserving Roadless areas.   



 



o During August 2018, a Notice of Intent to prepare an environmental impact statement was published 



in the Federal Register (August 30, 2018) further clarifying the “intent is to evaluate the regulatory 



exemption set forth in the petition, as well as to evaluate other management solutions that address 



infrastructure, timber, energy, mining, access, and transportation to further Alaska’s economic 



development, while still conserving Roadless areas for future generations.”   
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Next Steps and Estimated Timeframe 



Activity 
Estimated 



Timeframe* 



Draft Environmental Impact Statement 



Analysis 



December 2018 – 



Summer 2019 



Cooperating Agency Meetings and 



Tribal and Alaska Native Corporation 



Consultations. 



Ongoing as 



Needed 



*Estimated Timeframe is highly-subject to change pending furlough environment.  










